
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Tuesday, September 2, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilwoman Walker to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of August 4, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council and work session and special meeting of August 25, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins and Councilman Felice abstained.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – None
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve the salary increase of John Lynch, Superintendent of Public Works, from Step II - $110,403.00 to Step III - $116,269.00 effective September 4, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.
Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the separation of Cheryl Dobak, 130 Kensington Road as Accounts Receivable Clerk, effective June 3, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the satisfactory completion of the six month probationary period for Joseph Clementi, Code Enforcement Officer, effective April 15, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary increase of Dennis Griffith, Police Department, from an annual salary of $66,050.84 to $77,594.36, Patrolman 4th Grade, effective September 19, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Cablevision – 8/4/08





Re:  Tariffs


Letter
-
N.J. League of Municipalities – 8/4/08





Re:  Gas Rate Increase


Letter
-
Board of Taxation – 8/4/08





Re:  Tax Rate


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 8/6/08





Re: Road Improvement Ordinance


Letter
-
Atlantic Richfield Co. – 8/6/08





Re:  Well Summary-525 Hackensack Ave.


Letter
-
PSE&G – 8/11/08





Re:  Petition for Electric Service Increase


Letter
-
Cablevision – 8/11/08





Re:  Change in Service


Letter
-
PSE&G – 8/13/08





Re:  Rate Increases


Letter
-
NJ General Assembly – 8/13/08





Re:  Affordable Housing Bill


Letter
-
Korean-American Assoc. of NJ – 8/13/08





Re: Invitation to 9/27/08 Event


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 8/14/08





Re:  Potable Well Water Analyses


Letter
-
NJ Transit – 8/14/08





Re:  New Customer Service Number


Letter
-
United Water – 8/19/08





RE:  190 Moore St., Office Closure


Letter
-
Hackensack University Medical Center-8/25/08





Re:  Transfer of Ownership/Pascack Valley


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 8/25/08





Re:  Mayor’s Day of Recognition


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 8/26/08





Re:  Meeting Notice for 8/27/08


Certificate
-
Alan P. Negreann, Administrator/CFO-8/11/08





Re:  $2,000,000 Tax Anticipation Note of 2008

DETERMINATION AND AWARD CERTIFICATE

($2,000,000 TAX ANTICIPATE NOTE OF 2008)

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY

I, ALAN P. NEGREANN, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough  of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (herein called the “Issuer”), HEREBY CERTIFY as follows:

1. By virtue of the authority conferred upon me by a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Issuer on July 28, 2008, and in anticipation of the collection of taxes for the fiscal year 2008, I have determined to issue a Tax Anticipation Note of 2008 (the “note”) of the Issuer in accordance with the following description:

TOTAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT:   $2,000,000

DATED:

August 15, 2008

MATURITY:

September 29, 2008 (non-callable)

NUMBER:

08-2T     DENOMINATION:   $2,000,000

INTEREST RATE PER ANNUM    $2,000,000

PLACE OF PAYMENT:

JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.

Fairfield, New Jersey

2. Pursuant to said authority, I have awarded and will sell the Note to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. at the price of $2,000,000 plus an amount equal to the interest on the Note accrued to the date of payment of the purchase price thereof.

3. No obligations of the Issuer other than the Note have been issued pursuant of the purchase price thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 15th day of August, 2008.








____________________________








ALAN P. NEGREANN








Chief Financial Officer








Borough of River Edge








County of Bergen








State of New Jersey
********
MONTHLY REPORTS –


Code Enforcement


-
July 2008


Police Department


-
July 2008


Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
May 2008


Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
June 2008


Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
July 2008


Planning Board


-
May 2008


Planning Board


-
June 2008


Planning Board


-
July 1008

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING – Green Acres Application

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing of the public on the Green Acres Application.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Mayor Watkins-this portion of the meeting is now open to the public on the Green Acres Application.  Green Acres Application is for the purchase of not only Green Acres, it is to purchase the park, it’s not the park yet, it is to purchase the property that is part of the church property between Cherry Hill School and the Community Church on Bogert Road.  It is the property that is 80 feet wide by 425 feet deep and this Council has made application through the Community Open Space that was one and they are in the process of applying for Green Acres funding.  So, if anybody, we have a picture here up on the wall and there is another illustration over here.  If there is anyone from the public who wishes to be heard on this, now is your opportunity.  Yes, please Joseph, name and address.  
Joseph Dunsay-151 Concord Drive-this property currently has affordable housing on it and if we’re going to replace that with a park I would suggest auctioning off building rights, a form of air rights for however many units are going to be knocked down so that way you balance out to make sure that we have ​​​​the same amount of affordable housing after the park is built.
Mayor Watkins-I wasn’t aware that they had affordable housing on there.

Bill Lindsley, Esq.-I don’t know how affordable it is.

Mayor Watkins-okay, I guess we’ll have to look into that because I was not aware of that.  It is church property.
Councilwoman Walker-it’s rented to church members.

Mayor Watkins-church members, okay, thank you Joseph.

Ronald Black, 175 Bogert Road-the question I have is security.  It’s a very deep piece of property and I would hate to see this turn into a gathering space for kids to hang out at night and since it would be very difficult, as I see it, to really peer into it by the Police Department I would hate to see that turn into something which would affect our community.  So hopefully there is some kind of plan in place that if this does come to fruition that we’re going to have some kind of patrol through it on a regular scheduled basis.
Mayor Watkins-thank you very much for your comment and I do think we need to address that with Police Department and I think this whole Council needs to hear from the Police Department on that so I think your point is very well taken.  Thank you very much.  Alan, I know that we have not heard from the Police Department on that but I know John, if you would please ask the Chief, maybe we could have him come up talk on that.

Councilman Higgins-yes, I will do that Mayor.

Mayor Watkins-thank you.  Okay, is there anybody else who wishes to be heard on this.  Seeing that nobody else wishes to be heard on this and if you have any questions on it, you can please contact somebody here in the Borough, Wendy Walker is an expert on this, and she will be very, very happy to give you any information and this Council will be discussing this in more detail once we have more information from our Borough Engineer and from our Police Department.  Okay, a motion to close this portion of the meeting to the public.
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING – Green Acres Application

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to close hearing of the public on the Green Acres Application.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1630 as follows:

Ordinance #1630 - ORDINANCE FOR DETERMINING POSITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM

Motion by Councilman Lau, Councilman Felice to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1630 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1630

ORDINANCE FOR DETERMINING POSITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM


WHEREAS, the State Legislature recently adopted Chapter 92 of the Laws of 2007 (N.J.S. 43:15C-1 et seq.) to create the Defined Contribution Retirement Program to provide retirement benefits to various county and municipal officials; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 43:15C-2 requires the Governing Body of each county, municipality and other local entity to adopt, as appropriate, either a resolution or ordinance to determine the positions that are substantially similar in nature to the advice and consent of the Senate for appointments by the Governor of the State, pursuant to guidelines or policy that shall be established by the Local Finance Board in the Department of Community Affairs, and for which officials appointed to such positions shall be eligible for and shall participate in the Defined Contribution Retirement Program, subject to the provisions of law; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge has considered the guidelines issued by the Local Finance Board.


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that:

1. Pursuant to N.J.S. 43:15C-2, the following positions are deemed to be eligible for and shall participate in the Defined Contribution Retirement Program:

a. Statutory-based, untenured chief administrative officer and or Borough Administrator.

b. Code Enforcement Officer, Fire Prevention Officer, Emergency Management Coordinator, Public Safety Director, Social Services Director, Recreation Director, Sewer Operator, Redevelopment Executive Director, Court Administrator, Principal Public Works Manager 

c. Borough Attorney

d. Borough Engineer

e. Borough Municipal Prosecutor

f. Borough Municipal Court Judge

2. Individuals serving in the following positions are exempt from Defined Contribution Retirement Program membership, pursuant to N.J.S. 43:15C-2:

a. Certified Health Officer

b. Tax Collector

c. Chief Financial Officer

d. Construction Code Official

e. Qualified Purchasing Agent

f. Tax Assessor

g. Municipal Planner

h. Registered Municipal Clerk

i. Licensed Uniform Subcode Inspector

j. Certified Principal Public Works Manager

3. If an individual is appointed to one of the positions listed in Section 1 and the individual is not serving in a position as described in S Section 2 above, the Pension Certifying Officer of the municipality may determine that the individual is not required to join the Defined Contribution Retirement Program if that individual; 1. was an active participant in the Public Employee Retirement System on July 1, 2007 and continuously since that time; or 2. has been appointed pursuant to a valid promotional process; or 3. is appointed on a temporary, interim, or “acting” basis to a position requiring State Certification as set forth in Section 2 herein, and is in pursuit of the required certification; or 4. meets such other exceptions that may be approved by the Local Finance Board or the Division of Pensions and Benefits.

4. This ordinance shall be implemented, construed and subject to the aforesaid Chapter 92 of the Laws of 2007 (N.J.S. 43:15C-1 et seq.) as amended from time to time, and any regulations or guidance documents from the Local Finance Board or the Division of Pension and Benefits.

5. Should any part or parts of this ordinance be held to be invalid by any competent court of law, such invalidity shall only affect the part or parts held to be invalid, and all other parts shall remain in effect.

6. A copy of this ordinance shall be filed with the Director of the Division of Pensions & Benefits of the New Jersey Department of the Treasury.

This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading

TABLED



TABLED



TABLED


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1627 as follows:

Ordinance #1627 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 27, “SCHEDULE 1: PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES”


Ordinance #1627 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher at the August 4, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1627

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 27, “SCHEDULE 1:PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES”


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that chapter 400 “Vehicles & Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented as follows:


Section I.  Chapter 400, Article IV, Section 27 Schedule I Parking Prohibited at All Times, shall be supplemented to reflect the following deletion: 
Name of Street


Side

Location
Kinderkamack Road


East

Tenney Avenue to a point 200 feet








North of Continental Avenue




Section II.  Chapter 400, Article IV, Section 27 Schedule I Parking Prohibited at All Times, shall be supplemented to reflect the following addition:

Name of Street


Side

Location
Kinderkamack Road


East

Tenney Avenue North to River Edge 








Road


Section III:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section IV:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST: 

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1627


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.
Chris Ilg, 404 Valley Road-asked what the origin of this ordinance is and how it will affect homeowners and businesses that are on Kinderkamack Road there?

Mayor Watkins-stated that it is on the east side of the street from Tenney Avenue to 200 feet north of Continental Avenue.

Bill Lindsley-stated that’s being deleted.

Chris Ilg-thinks he is referring to the wrong ordinance.

Bill Lindsley-explained that Ordinance #1628 is a deletion also.  The change that is being made is prohibited parking from Tenney Avenue north to River Edge Road.

Chris Ilg-asked if that is on Kinderkamack?

Bill Lindsley-replied, on the east side of Kinderkamack.

Chris Ilg-asked what ordinance is that?

Bill Lindsley-replied, that’s #1627, Section II.

Chris Ilg-stated that that’s the one he is referring to and asked why there is a need to do that.

Bill Lindsley-stated that it came from the Police Chief.

Chris Ilg-explained that he is a member of the Knights of Columbus, and he feels that they would be largely affected by limiting the parking on that road.  He stated that he was hoping this could be tabled because of the hardship that it would cause to the Knights.
Mayor Watkins-asked if any Council person would like to make a comment on this.  

Councilman Smith-stated that they should do both ordinances at the same time.

Bill Lindsley-explained that right now, you can’t park from Tenney to 200 feet north of Continental.  He further stated that in these ordinances, that is being changed.

Councilman Smith-stated that he understood that part of the problem is that when cars parked closer to River Edge Road, it became a safety issue there.

He further stated that he feels what Chief Cariddi is trying to do is allow for the parking for special events.

Bill Lindsley-stated that if you do these two ordinances together, there will be a blanket prohibition from Tenney to River Edge Road.

Councilman Smith-stated that he was under the impression it was only going to be prohibited during weekdays.  He feels that maybe this will create more problems and agrees with Mr. Ilg.
Councilman Lau-suggested that they should table both ordinances until they can speak with the Police Chief and get more information.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to Table Ordinance #1627.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
TABLED




TABLED



TABLED


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1628 as follows:

Ordinance #1628 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 28, “SCHEDULE II:  PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS”


Ordinance #1628 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith at the August 4, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1628
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 28, “SCHEDULE II:PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS”


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that chapter 400 “Vehicles & Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented as follows:


Section I.  Chapter 400, Article IV, Section 28 Schedule II Parking Prohibited During Certain Hours, shall be supplemented to reflect the following deletion: 
Name of Street

Side
Days & Hours
      Location
Kinderkamack Road

East
Monday through      Tenney Avenue to a point 




Friday/7:00 a.m.          200
feet North of





to 6:00 p.m.
        of Continental Avenue




Section II:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST: 

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:
Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to Table Ordinance #1628.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1629 as follows:
Ordinance #1629 – A CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE MEMORIAL PARK TENNIS COURT STREAM STABILIZATION PHASE I PROJECT IN SAID BOROUGH AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $40,000.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY’S 2007 OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST TO PAY THE COST THEREOF


Ordinance #1629 was introduced by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith at the August 4, 2008 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1629

A CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE MEMORIAL PARK TENNIS COURT STREAM STABILIZATION PHASE I PROJECT IN SAID BOROUGH AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $40,000.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY’S 2007 OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FARM LAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST TO PAY THE COST THEREOF


BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows:


Section 1.  The Borough of River Edge shall stabilize the eroding drainage ditch including but not limited to retaining wall construction and reconstruction of a head wall.  Such improvements shall include all work and appurtenances necessary and suitable for the use and purpose thereof.  Such improvements shall be made in accordance with plans to be prepared thereof by the Borough herein authorized to be made.

Other expenses, including, but not limited to, architect’s fees, accounting, engineering and inspection cost, legal expenses and other expenses to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law are permitted.


Section 2.  The Borough shall expend $40,000.00 for the improvement authorized in Section 1. hereof.  Said sum of $40,000.00 is a grant from the Bergen County 2007 Open Space, Recreation, Farm Land and Historic Preservation Trust.


Section 3.  Such improvement is hereby determined and declared to be a Capital Improvement, which the Borough may lawfully make pursuant to law.


Section 4.  This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1629

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1629

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1629

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1629.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolutions #08-336 and #08-337, #08-339 through #08-342 and resolutions #08-344 through #08-360.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-336 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the September 2, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-9/2-1

Colin Quinn, Esq. - Appraisal
   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7)




 134 Grand Avenue/Hackensack Ave.,

 Block 1412, Lot 3 – Contract

 Negotiations


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

September 2, 2008
********
#08-337 Authorize Chief Financial Officer to Cancel Grant fund Appropriation for Community Development Block Grant – Senior Van Driver


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received approval for a grant through the Community Development Block Grant Program (#PS-RVEDGVANDR07) 7/l/07 – 6/30/08; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has on its books and records an Appropriated Reserve amount of $9,862.73 and an Account Receivable of $9,862.73; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has investigated the Reserve Balance and the Accounts Receivable balance and has recommended that they be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to cancel the grant fund appropriation for the Community Development Block Grant – Senior Van Driver(#PS-RVEDGVANDR07) 7/l/078 – 6/30/08 in the amount of $9,862.73 and the Accounts Receivable balance of $9,862.73.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust the records accordingly.

September 2, 2008 
********
Councilman Smith-asked if you don’t use the Community Development funds, they tend to reduce your request and suggested that we monitor this closely so that we get the appropriate hours that are needed.  He feels that if we don’t need the funds then we should ask for it in a different area.  He further stated that it’s very competitive and this is the third year that we’re giving money back on Community Development.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-338.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-338 Authorize Chief Financial Officer to Cancel Grant Fund Appropriation for Community Development Block Grant – Senior Bus Dispatcher


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received approval for a grant through the Community Development Block Grant Program (#PS-RVEDGEDRS07) 7/l/07 – 6/30/08; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has on its books and records an Appropriated Reserve amount of $662.06 and an Account Receivable of $662.06; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has investigated the Reserve Balance and the Accounts Receivable balance and has recommended that they be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to cancel the grant fund appropriation for the Community Development Block Grant – Senior Bus Dispatcher (#PS-RVEDGEDRS07) 7/l/078 – 6/30/08 in the amount of $662.06 and the Accounts Receivable balance of $662.06.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust the records accordingly.

September 2, 2008 
********
#08-339 Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Project

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Grant of $4,418.00

has been proposed by the Borough of River Edge for the River Edge Senior Citizens Activities Project III in the municipality of River Edge; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of River Edge hereby confirm endorsement for the aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.

September 2, 2008

*******
#08-340 Resolution to Enter into a Grant Agreement with the County of Bergen for the Purpose of Using Community Development Block Grant Funds


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge wishes to enter into a grant agreement with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using $28,130.00 in 2008 Community Development Block Grant funds for the Senior Citizen Bus in the Borough of River Edge.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Margaret Falahee Watkins to be a signatory for the aforesaid Grant Agreement; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Alan P. Negreann, Administrator/CFO to sign all County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid project; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes that the Borough of River Edge is liable for any funds not spent in accordance with the Grant Agreement; and that liability of the Mayor and Council is in accordance with HUD requirements.

September 2, 2008
********
#08-341 Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Project

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Grant of $11,528.00 has been proposed by the Borough of River Edge for the River Edge Senior Bus Dispatcher(s) Wages IV in the municipality of River Edge; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of River Edge hereby confirm endorsement for the aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.

September 2, 2008

********
#08-342 Authorize Refund from Recreation Dedicated Account


WHEREAS, a resident had signed up for the following Recreation Program and was unable to attend; and


WHEREAS, the resident had paid in full for this program; and


WHEREAS, a refund will be made to the following:


Scott Miller


Summer Playground Registration Fee


77 Reservoir Avenue #2

$120.00


River Edge, NJ  07661


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that $120.00 be refunded from the Recreation Dedicated Account to the above listed person.

September 2, 2008

********
Councilwoman Fletcher-asked for clarification as to why we’re paying an additional $10,000.00.
Bill Lindsley-stated that he can explain what additional work was done but he can’t tell how much it cost.  He further explained that there were costs in negotiations with the DEP and he needed engineering services to show the non-feasibility of an area which was suggested by the DEP.  To that end, Mr. Costa’s office prepared a site plan and aerial photos and other engineering work.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-343.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilman Fletcher voted yes.
#08-343 Amend Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to Submission of a Co-Application to the NJDEP for a Stream Encroachment Permit for a Cell Tower Location
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to Submission of a Co-Application to the NJDEP for a Stream Encroachment Permit for a Cell Tower Location; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Bob Costa, Borough Engineer via resolution #05-98 dated February 22, 2005 in the amount of $10,000.00 and amended via resolution #06-69 dated February 6, 2006 in the amount of $1,000.00; and 


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for engineering services related to submission of a co-application to the NJDEP for a stream encroachment permit for a cell tower location; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-205-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $10,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on August 25, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of     Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

September 2, 2008

*******
#08-344 Emergency Appropriation


WHEREAS, an emergency condition has arisen with respect to the interest payment on Tax Anticipation Notes in the Borough of River Edge and no adequate provision was made in the 2008 budget for the aforesaid purpose; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-46 provides for the creation of an emergency appropriation for the purpose mentioned above; and


WHEREAS, the total emergency appropriation(s) created including the appropriation to be created by this resolution is $10,500.00 and 3% of the total operations in the budget for the year is $374,614.73.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey (not less than two thirds of all the members thereof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with the N.J.S.A. 40A:4-48:

1. An emergency appropriation be and the same is hereby made for in the amount of $10,500.00.

2. That said emergency appropriation shall be provided in full in the 2009 budget.

3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that the expenditures to be financed through this resolution are related to the aforementioned emergency.

4. That two certified copies of this resolution be filed with the Director of Local Government Services.

September 2, 2008

********

#08-345  Resolution Authorizing Advanced Travel Expense for the Fire Department


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A5-16.1 permits the governing body for any local unit to authorize payment in advance toward expenses for authorized official travel; and


WHEREAS, certain officers of the Fire Department have requested an advance payment of travel expenses for attendance at the New Jersey State Firemen’s Convention, Wildwood, New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, Section IV, Subject 9, Leave and Conferences and Conventions of the Borough’s Personnel and Policy Procedure Manual, provides a policy for Fire Department members to attend certain conferences and enumerates regulations pertaining to travel expenses; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01/2010/25/2552/041 of the Current Fund in the amount not to exceed $3,000.00; and


WHEREAS, the Fire Officers of the Borough of River Edge will verify their expenses and any excess cash will be repaid to the Borough of River Edge along with a detailed bill or items of demand, and the certification or affidavits required by N.J.S.A. 40A:5-16 which will be submitted by the officers within 10 days after the completion of the travel for which the advance was made.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby instructed to make up a $3,000.00 check payable to the River Edge Fire Department for life members to go to the New Jersey State Firemen’s Convention, September 11,12 & 13, 2008.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to send a copy of this resolution as well as the policy of the Borough with regard to travel expenses, to each of the Fire Department Officers receiving the advance.

September 2, 2008

********

#08-346 Cancel Unexpended and Dedicated Balances


WHEREAS, certain General Capital Improvement authorization balances remain dedicated to projects now completed; and


WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended balances may be returned to each respective Capital Improvement Fund or credited to Fund Balance and unused debt authorized may be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that the following unexpended and dedicated balances of General Capital Authorization be cancelled:




   UNFUNDED


 CAPITAL

ORDINANCE

DEFERRED CHARGES

FUND BALANCE
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT

   1357




        $2,230.85

September 2, 2008
********
#08-347 Enter Into Agreement with Morton Fridman, M.D., 185 East Palisade Avenue, Apt. A6A, Englewood, New Jersey 07631

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain professional services for the purpose of performing psychological examinations for the promotion to the position of Lieutenant in the Police Department; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, Morton Fridman, M.D. meets the criteria for a professional service contract under N.J.S.A. 40A;11-1; and


WHEREAS, Morton Fridman, M.D. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Morton Fridman, M.D. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Morton Fridman, M.D. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1002-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $2,500.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

4. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Morton Fridman, M.D.; and

5. The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

6. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.
7. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

September 2, 2008

********
#08-348  Authorize Refund of Parking Permit

WHEREAS, a yearly parking permit for the River Edge Road Train Lot was issued and then returned on August 15, 2008 to the Borough of River Edge.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund in the amount of $58.68 for the yearly permit to:

Name/Address


  Permit #

Amount


Tehyu Hu



  #106

$58.68


481 Windsor Road


River Edge, NJ 07661

September 2, 2008

*******

#08-349 Enter Into Agreement with Paul and Carey Sanchez, 684 Millbrook Road for Right-of-Way on Borough Property


WHEREAS, Paul and Carey Sanchez have requested a Right-of-Way to cross over Borough’s property to allow certain vehicles and/or equipment to remove and/or prune trees on their property; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has drawn up a license agreement for ingress and egress over the portion of Block 503, Lot 2 abutting the Licensee’s property for the purpose of gaining access to remove and/or prune trees on their property; and


WHEREAS, there is a required escrow deposit of $1,000.00 which has been received.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to execute the License Agreement with Paul and Carey Sanchez.

September 2, 2008

********
#08-350 Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Project

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Grant of $34,700.00

has been proposed by the Borough of River Edge for the River Edge Senior Bus Driver Wages VIII in the municipality of River Edge; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of River Edge hereby confirm endorsement for the aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.

September 2, 2008

********
#08-351  Grant Raffle License to the Junior Women’s Club of River Edge


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an On Premise 50/50 Raffle to be issued to the Junior Women’s Club of River Edge, P.O. Box 235, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #609, I.D. 423-8-24998 to take place at Memorial Park, Continental Avenue, River Edge on October 12, 2008 from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

September 2, 2008

********

#08-352 Resolution of Certification of the Annual Audit


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and


WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2007 has been filed by the Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and


WHEREAS, R.S. 52-27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and


WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6-5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body has reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations”, and


WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations”, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; and


WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C.5:30-6-5; and


WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and


WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit:


R.S. 52:27BB-52:  A local officer or members of a local governing body who, 


after a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the


director (Director of Local Government Services), under the provisions of this 
Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined 


not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than 
one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.S.A. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance.

September 2, 2008

********

#08-353 Resolution to Adjust and Refund 2008 Taxes Due to County Board Judgments


WHEREAS, County Board Judgments were received in 2008 by the tax office reducing the Assessed Value on the following properties; and

WHEREAS, the reductions were not reflected in the 2008 tax duplicate.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor refund the following homeowners and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

B/L

Name/Address

Old Value
New Value
Refund
114/16
Gass, Manus & Estelle
461,500
444,500
$  393.72



184 Woodland Ave.

117/17
Dengel, John

423,700
390,000
$  780.49



226 Wales Ave.

302/15
Assadourian, Danielle
469,500
460,000
$  220.02



766 Seventh Ave.

310/1

Rivera, Miguel & Grace
559,100
535,100
$  555.84



303 Webb Ave.

502/13
Lenkel, Joanne & Steven
545,100
472,500
$1,681.42



672 Fifth Ave.

904/5

Suh, Myung Shim

451,600
445,000
$  152.86



290 North Dr.

1006/2
286 Kinderkamack Corp.
557,500
447,500
$2,547.60



286A Kinderkamack Rd.

1101/22
Roman, John & Marietta
424,900
404,900
$  463.20



155 Valley Rd.

1107/26
Maat, James & Elizabeth
411,800
375,700
$  836.08



284 Van Saun Dr.

1301/5
Gros, Carolyn

417,200
380,000
$  861.55



50 Rutgers Pl

1401/2
Coxworth, Neal

428,900
345,000
$1,943.12



163 Oxford Terr.
September 2, 2008

********
#08-354  Resolution to Adjust 2008 Taxes Due to County Board Judgment


WHEREAS, County Board Judgments were received in 2008 by the tax office reducing the Assessed Value on the following properties; and

WHEREAS, the reductions were not reflected in the 2008 tax duplicate.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector adjust the property owner’s tax bills and her records accordingly.

B/L

Name/Address

Old Value
New Value
Adjusted Taxes
508/1

Kucharski, S & J

462,800
446,000
$  389.09



618 Fifth Ave.

814/34
Love, J & M


751,400
622,900
$1,549.71


474 The Fenway

904/2

Kurachi, T & Y

466,600
457,300
 $ 112.16


409 Fifth Ave.

909/3

Michels, R & A

399,600
374,600
 $ 579.00



141 Wayne Ave.

909/47
McGovern, E & M

448,100
421,000
 $ 627.64



298 Oak Ave.
September 2, 2008

********
#08-355 Resolution to Cancel 2008 Taxes on Property Purchase by the Borough of River Edge, New Jersey

WHEREAS, in February 2008  the Borough of River Edge had purchased a certain property known as 46 Lincoln Ave. River Edge, NJ (Block: 212 Lot: 19.01); and

WHEREAS, the property has been changed to exempt status, but the exemption was not reflected in the 2008 Tax Duplicate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel the following taxes and adjust her records accordingly.
B/L

Property

2008 Taxes Cancelled

212/19.01
46 Lincoln Ave.

$1,789.18
September 2, 2008

********
#08-356 Authorize Tax Collector to Cancel and Refund 2008 Payment Made on Tax Exempt Property  

WHEREAS, Mr. Roger Kane of 167 Wales Ave. has qualified for a 100%
disabled Veteran tax exemption as of 4/7/08; his status was approved by the Tax Assessor after providing the necessary documents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT REWSOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby
authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the tax collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot
Name & Address
To Cancel

To Refund 

401/1

Roger Kane

$6,536.16

$3,122.98



167 Wales Ave.
September 2, 2008

********
#08-357   Authorizing the Issuance of a Duplicate Tax Sale Certificate Pursuant to Chapter 99 of the Public Laws of 1997 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has previously issued Tax Sale Certificate # 2006-4 to Royal Tax Lien Services LLC, certificate was dated December 11, 2006 on premises commonly known and referred to as Block 410 Lot 1 Qualifier Cooo6 also known as: 35 Sherwood Court, River Edge, NJ. Same Certificate was redeemed on February 20th 2007; and
WHEREAS, Household Finance Corp. is owner of record according to the 2008 duplicate and Fei F. Lam, Esq. represent them in requesting a Duplicate copy of the Tax Sale Certificate and they have duly filed the appropriate Affidavit of Loss with the Tax Collector; and
WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-52.1 & 2 in case of the destruction or loss of a tax title certificate which was issued by the municipality, the collector of taxes shall issue and execute a new certificate in place of the one which has been lost or destroyed.  The municipality may charge a fee not to exceed $100.00 for such duplicate certificate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that the tax collector is hereby authorized, upon receipt of the appropriately executed and notarized loss affidavit and the payment of a fee of $100.00 per certificate, to issue an appropriate duplicate tax sale certificate as previously described all in accordance with the requirements of chapter 99 of public laws of 1997.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution and the loss affidavit be attached to the duplicate certificate to be issued to said owner and that said duplicate certificate shall be stamped or otherwise have imprinted upon it the word “Duplicate” a required by law.
September 2, 2008

********
#08-358 Resolution to Allow and Refund 2008 Senior Citizen/Veteran Deduction   

WHEREAS, Mrs. Patricia Koblenzer owner of 74 Bloomfield Ave. has

applied for a senior citizen deduction and was approved by the Assessor for the year 2008; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Thomas Caloz owner of 149 Continental Ave. has

applied for a veteran deduction and was approved by the Assessor for the year 2008; and
WHEREAS, both deductions are not reflected in the 2008 Tax
Duplicate; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor
refund the property owners for the allowed deductions and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot
Name & Address


Refund Amount

209/18
Patricia Koblenzer


$250.00



74 Bloomfield Ave.

407/9

Thomas Caloz



$250.00



149 Continental Ave.
September 2, 2008

*******
#08-359 Resolution to Allow a 2008 Senior Citizen/Veteran Deduction   

WHEREAS, Mr. Adam Reich of 193 Wales Ave. has filed an 

application for a Veteran deduction and was approved by the Assessor for the year 2008; and
WHEREAS, Mrs. Herminda Grillo of 260 Kinderkamack Rd. has filed 
an application  for a Senior Citizen deduction and was approved by the Assessor for the year 2008.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector grant the
deductions and adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot
Name & Address


Adjusted Amount
306/1

Adam Reich




$250.00



193 Wales Ave.

1005/11
Herminda Grillo



$250.00



260 Kinderkamack Rd.
September 2, 2008

********
#08-360 Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a donation for a flag pole in Memorial Park, in the amount of $2,275.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Donation Memorial Park Flag Pole………………………………$2,275.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $2,275.00 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues



Donation Memorial Park Flag Pole……………………$2,275.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

September 2, 2008

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-361 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve resolution #08-361.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-361 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$423,395.24

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$ 36,479.50   

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$ 26,081.91          

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$    285.00    

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$  7,555.12      

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$ 51,949.79       

September 2, 2008

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Peggy White-741-commented that one of the resolutions in the packet was not listed on the agenda.
Patty Almberg-659 Fifth Avenue-stated that the River Edge Board of Education rents 15 parking spots on the church property and suggested that if this property does become a park, the Chief of Police would need to address the situation that these cars will now be parking on the street.  As a representative of the school board, she stated that they would much rather see it as a green space than developed into something else.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilwoman Fletcher-commented that she is constantly impressed with John Lynch and the entire DPW staff on how much they continue to do for our community.  She informed everyone that there was a fire on Fifth Avenue and it took a while for PSE&G to turn off the power and commended the Fire Department for addressing spot fires until PSE&G could get there.  She further stated that they worked very hard to try and save many personal items, mementos, etc. and saved the family cat.  Councilwoman Fletcher cited an incident that occurred with another local police department where they had gone to a residence on what they thought was a routine call and ended up getting fired upon killing a few officers.  She further stated that she brings that up because there have been several articles printed in the Record addressing the Police in northern Bergen County and feels that we need to be reminded of dangers and threats the our Police deal with everyday.  She reminded everyone that school will be starting tomorrow and to keep an eye out for children when driving.
Councilman Felice-had no comments.
Councilwoman Walker-spoke briefly about Cherry Hill Pocket Park and how she feels that this would be a great opportunity to have a nice place to go for the residents in the south end of town.  She was disappointed that there wasn’t more support for this application. She also feels that it would be a shame if someone else bought this piece of property from the church and put a building on it.  Councilwoman Walker continued by saying that residents can’t go to the school playgrounds whenever they want because it is school property and the benefit of this acquisition would be that anyone could use it at any time.  She attended the last Board of Education meeting and listened to several concerns that they have particularly with parking and assured them that this issue has been part of the discussion all along.  Councilwoman Walker feels that the Traffic and Safety Committee should start meeting on a regular basis because there are many new challenges now.
Councilman Higgins-stated that last week he spoke with Erica Steinbauer and Chief Cariddi with regard to the school’s concern over the loss of parking spaces.  He further stated that Chief Cariddi was going to form a sub-committee and he will invite a member of the Board of Education to join so that they have input on this issue.  He understands their concern because this town is so over developed with very little open space and feels that this would be a great opportunity to create it.  Councilman Higgins hopes everyone had a good summer and encouraged all motorists to be careful on the roads now that school is open.  He asked the Mayor if she had responded back to the resident on Mohawk Drive who had a question about the bus shelter.
Mayor Watkins-stated that she did respond to that e-mail and informed him that it’s a problem between the DOT and NJ Transit and she’s waiting for a response from them.
Councilman Lau-thanked everyone for coming out this evening and stated that he has mixed emotions and a few concerns regarding the pocket park.  One concern is that he doesn’t know what the park is worth and if we can even afford it and another concern is traffic and parking problems.  He informed everyone that the Recreation Department will be having a trip to Atlantic City on October 5th and Beautification is getting back in gear to get ready for fall.
Councilman Smith-congratulated Bobbi McDonnell and everyone else who helped out with Brookside Park Pathway Project and how nice it looks with new plantings and drainage.  Councilman Smith informed everyone that he had attended the County Open Space meeting where the Recreation Commission requested $121,000 to repair the tennis courts and he feels that it looks good for them because for the first time in many years, there is more money available in Open Space then there are requests.  He spoke about the issue of security for the pocket park and feels that the only way to keep a good sense of security is to have motion sensor lighting so that when the Police pass and see lights on they would know to look in.  Councilman Smith has been trying to spend time with seniors at SCORE over the summer and asked everyone if they know someone over 65 that would be interested in joining to encourage them to do so.
Mayor Watkins-thanked all the departments for working very hard and is very thankful that we have such dedicated people.  Last week the Mayor had the opportunity to take thirteen new teachers on a bus ride through River Edge and three of them are from River Edge.  The Mayor also informed everyone that there have been a few break-ins in our area and encouraged everyone to stay alert and use caution and always lock your home and car.  She thanked the Police Department for being very responsive.
ADJOURNMENT – 8:55 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego

Borough Clerk

