                                  M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, November 16, 2009
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Higgins to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT –
Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 19, 2008 to THE RECORD and THE RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council regular meeting of November 2, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –

APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Kevin P. Peral, 80 Rutgers Place, to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department Junior/Cadet Fire Squad, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


Mayor Watkins administered the Oath of Office to Kevin Peral.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Andrew Yim, 45 Sherwood Court, to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department Junior/Cadet Fire Squad, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


Mayor Watkins administered the Oath of Office to Andrew Yim.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Seokwon Hong, 166 Bogert Road, to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department Junior/Cadet Fire Squad, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


Mayor Watkins administered the Oath of Office to Seokwon Hong.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary increase of Margo Tauberman, Senior Bus Dispatcher, from an hourly Step I rate of $12.56 to Step II - $13.25, effective December 1, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary increase of Anita Gatto, Planning/Zoning/Assessor Clerk, from an hourly Step I - $18.32 to Step II - $19.34, effective December 1, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary change of Christopher Leishman, Road Foreperson, Department of Public Works from an annual Step II salary of $70,869.00 to Step III - $74,599.00, effective December 3, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of Michael Gonnerman, Part-time Police Department Dispatcher, from an hourly Step I rate of $18.13 to Step II - $19.14, effective November 17, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the satisfactory completion of the probationary period for Louise Mellusi, Senior Bus Dispatcher effective June 30, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the title change of Rose Pagan, Building Department from Construction Code Coordinator to Technical Assistant to the Construction Official due to a change in the Public Laws of 2009, Chapter 119.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Daniel Fletcher, 780 Oak Avenue to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Millennium Strategies LLC – 10/30/09





Re:  Overview of Work Performed


Notice
-
N.J. DEP - 11/2/09





Re:  Stream Encroachment Application


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 11/3/09





Re:  No Grant for Riverside Way


E-mail
-
Lucy Mendez, Standard & Poors – 11/5/09




Re:  Financial Management Assessment


Letter
-
Cablevision – 11/5/09





Re:  Tariffs


E-Mail
-
Dylan Debaun – 11/6/09





Re:  Thank You for Going Green


Letter
-
Sustainable Jersey – 11/10/09





Re:  Achievement of 2009 Sustainable Jersey





   Certification


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 11/10/09





Re:  Meeting - November 11, 2009


Notice
-
Certification from Administrator/CFO that 2009





Bond Sale was Advertised in The Bond Buyer





And The Ridgewood News on 10/23/09


Letter
-
BCUA – 11/12/09





Re:  Revised Rules and Regulations


Letter
-
New Jersey Transit - 11/12/09





Re: Train/Bus Schedules Online Only


Booklet
-
Standard & Poor’s – 11/12/09





Re:  Rating
MONTHLY REPORTS –


Code Enforcement



-
October 2009


Police Department



-
September 2009


Board of Health



-
October 2009


Building Department


-
October 2009


Beautification Committee

-
October 2009


Tax Department



-
October 2009

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Alan Negreann, Borough Administrator/CFO read the title of Ordinance #1680 as follows:

Ordinance #1680 - BOND ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 5 OF THE BOND ORDINANCE #1656 AS AMENDED BY #1672 ENTITLED “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,611,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS”.

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1680 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1680
BOND ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 5 OF THE BOND ORDINANCE #1656 AS AMENDED BY #1672 ENTITLED “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,611,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS”.



BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:


Section 1.  Section 5 of Ordinance #1656 entitled:

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,611,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS”.

adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the “Borough”) on June 26, 2009 (the “Prior Ordinance”) is hereby amended to increase the amount of statutorily permitted expenses included in the cost of the purposes authorized in the ordinance from $79,100.00 to $95,100.00 and shall hereafter read as follows:



“Section 5.  The cost of such purposes, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate amount of $95,100.00 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purposes, including architect’s fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.”



Section 2.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.



Section 3.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof after final passage.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:
Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk
Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading - NONE
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-413 through #09-422 and #09-424.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

#09-413 Authorize the Release of a Performance Bond for D & D Partnership, 300 Kinderkamack Road, Application #94-10  


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received a cash bond from David Watkins, Esq., on April 24, 1995 for the property located at 300 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the amount of the Performance Bond was for $500.00; and
WHEREAS, the Building Department has issued a Certificate of Occupancy on May 16, 2001.


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from the Trust Other Fund in the amount not to exceed $500.00; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Performance Bond for $500.00 be released and the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to release a check in the amount of $500.00 to David Watkins, 285 Closter Dock Road, Closter, New Jersey 07624.
November 16, 2009
********
#09-414  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on December 7, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the December 7, 2009 meeting at 7:00 p.m. and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference

09-12/7-1

Disclosure – Open Public Meetings
N.J.S.A. 10:4-l3 & 14

                     Act

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

November 16, 2009

********
#09-415 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the November 16, 2009 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session







 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description


 Reference
09-11/16-1

Personnel – Creation of New Municipal   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




     Certified Recycling Coordinator




 
 Position

09-11/16-2

Litigation – Haggis v River Edge
    N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7) 

2. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. Any non-attorney client privilege communications will be released at the conclusion of the litigation subject of any order of the court.

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

November 16, 2009
********
#09-416 Amend Agreement with Vincent D’Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 for Professional Services Related to Restoration/Upgrade and/or Mitigation of Fire Company #2 Located at 55 Ackerson Street and the Department of Public Works at 1 Riverside Way


WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert architectural services related to the Design, Bid and Supervision for Fire Company #2 and the Department of Public Works; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Vince D’Amore via resolutions #07-173 dated May 7, 2007, amended via resolution #07-318 dated September 4, 2007, amended via resolution #07-397 dated December 3, 2007, amended via resolution #08-209 dated May 5, 2008; and


WHERAS, the scope of services will be increased to include architectural services related to a roof for the Department of Public Works.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached amended agreement in the form approved by the Borough Attorney with Vincent D’Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, N.J. 07661.

November 16, 2009

********
Councilman Higgins-asked what the status of Beitin’s recommendations are with regard to the DPW.

Alan Negreann-stated that the Department of Public Works generator has been installed, tested and is complete.

#09-417 Amend Agreement with Beitin Associates, 130 West 42nd Street, New York, New York 10036 for Consulting Engineering Services Related to Generator at the Department of Public Works

WHEREAS, there existed a need to retain professional services for consulting engineering services related to the generator at the Department of Public Works; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Beitin Associates, 130 West 42nd Street, New York, New York 10036 via resolution #07-70 dated February 5, 2007 in the amount of $9,000.00; and


WHERAS, the scope of services needs to be increased to include consulting engineering services related to the emergency generator for the Public Safety Building.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached amended agreement in the form approved by the Borough Attorney with Beitin Associates, 130 West 42nd Street, New York, New York 10036, to include services related to the Public Safety Building Generator.

November 16, 2009

********
#09-418 Amend Capital Budget


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge, New Jersey desires to amend the Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting theron or correcting the items therein as shown on such budget for the following reason:  Riverside Way Engineering.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen as follows:


Section 1.  The 2009 Capital Budget of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended by adding thereto a Schedule to read as follows:

AMENDMENT 09-1

CAPITAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Projects Scheduled for 2009

Method of Financing







Estimated

Capital
Bond/Notes

Project




  Cost

Imp. Fund
Authorized

Riverside Way Engineering
      $26,000.00

$1,300.00
$24,700.00

November 16, 2009
*******
#09-419 Resolution to Adopt an Updated Stormwater Management Plan for the Borough of River Edge


WHEREAS, a Stormwater Management Plan was prepared for the Borough of River Edge in September of 2004 providing an explanation of policies and procedures which would assist the Borough in its compliance with its Stormwater Management Permit issued by the State of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the original Stormwater Management Plan was prepared by the Borough Administrator and the Superintendent of Public Works; and


WHEREAS, an update has been prepared by the Borough Administrator and reviewed by the Superintendent of Public Works who is the Stormwater Management Coordinator for the Borough; and


WHEREAS, this matter has been reviewed by the Mayor and Council at a work session on November 16, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection requires that the Borough periodically update its Stormwater Management Plan to reflect changes and accomplishments.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said updated Stormwater Management Plan is hereby approved and authorized for use by the Borough of River Edge and that any changes thereto shall not be made without approval by the Mayor and Council.
November 16, 2009

********
Councilman Smith-explained that this resolution makes it sound like we’re getting $19,693.05 from the State but we actually had to pay $30,000.00 to get this money back.

#09-420 Amend 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a grant for Recycling Tonnage in the amount of $19,693.05.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Unappropriated Reserve for Recycling Tonnage Grant ……………$19,693.05

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $19,693.05 and the same is hereby 

appropriated under the caption of:



General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues

Unappropriated Reserve for Recycling Tonnage Grant ……………$19,693.05


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

November 16, 2009

********
#09-421  Resolution Authorizing the Mayor or the Council President to Sign a Deed of Conservation Easement for a Portion of Block 1004, Lot 38.03, 340 Bogert Road, River Edge, New Jersey


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has received a grant of $300,000.00 from the County Trust Fund to fund the Bogert Road Pocket Park; and


WHEREAS, the Borough would like to purchase a portion of Block 1004, Lot 38.03, 340 Bogert Road for a purchase price of $435,000.00; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body believe that the retention and preservation of open space is beneficial to the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the parties have entered into a certain Grant Agreement dated May 13, 2009, which requires the Grantor to convey a conservation easement for and in consideration of the sum of TWO HUNDRED SEVENTEEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNRED ($217,500.00) DOLLARS from the Grantee for the acquisition of this property; and


WHEREAS, this Conservation Easement is entered into in accordance with the New Jersey Conservation and Historic Preservation Restriction Act (N.J.S.A. 13.8B-1 et seq.) and shall be construed as a permanent restriction running with the land and shall be binding upon any person to whom title to the Property is transferred as well as upon the heirs, executors, administrators, personal or legal representatives, successors and/or assigns of all such persons.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor or the Council President is authorized to sign the Deed of Conservation Easement to purchase a portion of Block 1004, Lot 38.03, 340 Bogert Road, River Edge, New Jersey.

November 16, 2009

********

#09-422 Resolution for Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for Phase II of the Kinderkamack Road Improvement Plan

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Department of Transportation strives to ensure that transportation enhancements are an integral part of our transportation investment policy; and


WHEREAS, Streetscape funding is to be used to support non-traditional transportation projects; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has designed the Kinderkamack Road Improvement Plan; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has identified Phase II (Lincoln to Webb) of this plan for funding through the NJ DOT; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge will assume the responsibility with 

regards to maintenance and upkeep of this streetscape project; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey formally approves this Discretionary grant application for Phase II of the Kinderkamack Road Improvement Plan.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of River Edge and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.

November 16, 2009

********

Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve resolution #09-423.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher voted no, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

#09-423 Authorize the Borough Administrator to Sign Agreement and Release with David B. Hammel


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has reached an agreement and release with David B. Hammel, a copy of which is on file with the Borough Clerk; and


WHEREAS, this matter has been discussed at a work session meeting on October 19, 2009; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough agrees to pay $7,000.00 to settle the case of Hammel v Borough of River Edge.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Alan P. Negreann, Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to sign said agreement and the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to make a payment to David B. Hammel in the amount of $7,000.00.

November 16, 2009

********
#09-424 Transfer of Funds


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 49:4-59 permits the transfer of appropriations during the last two months of the fiscal year from accounts showing unexpended balances to accounts in which commitments may exceed the original budgeted appropriations.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following transfers be authorized:

FROM: Finance O/E



20-1302-036

$   32.14

  TO: Hackensack/Paramus O/E

31-4553-100

$   32.14
FROM: Vehicle Maintenance O/E

26-3152-177

$1,000.00

  TO: Sewer System O/E


31-4554-132

$1,000.00
November 16, 2009
********

Councilman Smith read resolution #09-425 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #09-425.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

#09-425  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$176,030.91

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$482,559.59

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$  2,662.98     

ANIMAL WELFARE ACCOUNT




$      3.60       

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$  1,727.53    

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS




$    250.00       

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.
November 16, 2009

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS – 8:45 P.M.
Councilman Smith-informed everyone that the Fire Department has completed their fire education program for the children as of November and they have now opened it up to adult groups.  Councilman Smith also informed everyone that the Borough will be getting an upgraded internet and phone system shortly which will cost less than what we’re currently paying.  Councilman Smith was pleased to hear that many municipalities have come together to purchase natural gas at a much better price and is hoping that we will be able to do the same with electric in the near future.  He reminded everyone that the 2010 Census is ongoing and stressed the importance of getting an accurate count because it will affect the amount of federal funding that we will receive over the next ten years.  Councilman Smith was also very pleased that the Borough has received its Sustainable New Jersey Certification and especially thanked Councilwoman Fletcher and others involved for their hard work in achieving this very important certification.  He informed everyone that the Borough had a bond sale last week to make some capital purchases and was able to get a rate of 2.65 because of our good credit rating and thanked Alan and his staff for their hard work.  
Councilman Higgins-congratulated all who were involved in achieving certification for Sustainable New Jersey.  Councilman Higgins stated that several other towns had gone out on bond sale and their rates were 3.30, 3.5 and 3.97 and stated that this low percentage rate is a reflection on those who are instrumental in running the day to day operations and he thanked Alan for his hard work.  Councilman Higgins unfortunately was not able to attend the Veteran’s Day Ceremony and stressed the importance for all of us to remember those who have fallen and their families.  He congratulated Kevin, Steve, Andrew and Daniel for their appointments to the Fire Department and also congratulated the councilmen elect who will be taking office the first of the year and wished them well.  Councilman Higgins wished Esther and Al Ruhlman all the best and thanked them both for all of the work they’ve done for the town and hopes that they will continue to stay involved.
Councilman Cannon-also congratulated the new Junior Fire Cadets along with Daniel Fletcher for joining the ranks of the Fire Department.  He also congratulated Laura Grunwerg who is the recipient of the “I Love My Librarian” Award which is one of the most prestigious awards that you can receive as a Librarian and thanked her for doing a wonderful job with the youth services program.  Councilman Cannon announced that there will be an event at the River Edge Library featuring River Edge Historian Kevin Wright who will discuss his book on Tuesday, November 19th and invited everyone to attend.  He also congratulated and welcomed Paul and Johnny and looks forward to working with them in the future.  Councilman Cannon thanked Esther Fletcher and John Higgins for serving on the Council for many years and for always going above and beyond the call of duty.  He wished both of them well in the future.
Councilwoman Fletcher-congratulated Kevin, Steve and Andrew on their appointments to the Junior/Cadet Squad.  Councilwoman Fletcher also expressed how proud she is of her son Daniel for making a commitment to become a member of the Fire Department.  Councilwoman Fletcher is thrilled that the Borough has received the Sustainable New Jersey Certification because it was a personal goal of hers to achieve an increased level of environmental awareness in our community.  She continued by saying that there are thousands of municipalities in New Jersey of which 240 applied and only 28 received certification and fortunately River Edge was one of them.  Councilwoman Fletcher was proud of the efforts that were put in and thanked the Council for being incredibly supportive in moving forward with this initiative.  She thanked the Green Team who worked tirelessly to make sure all of the documentation was submitted by the September deadline.  Councilwoman Fletcher thanked the River Edge community for doing their part to be green and also thanked all of the departments in the Borough for providing documentation and materials and others who chose to embrace green initiatives.  She thanked the Office of Emergency Management and the Health Department for taking part in the swine flu vaccine distribution on Sunday and thanked the other volunteers who participated.  She was delighted to see that after many years of conservative budget practice and a positive rating from our auditors that we have one of the lowest bond rates.  She thanked Alan, his staff and the Council for executing conservative and pragmatic budgeting practices.
Mayor Watkins-thanked everyone for coming up this evening and also congratulated Kevin, Steve, Andrew and Daniel for their appointments to the Fire Department.  The Mayor thanked Arlene Faustini and all of her assistants for administering over 1,000 shots at the swine flu clinic in New Milford.  The Mayor thanked Alan, Esther and the Green Team for all of their efforts in obtaining the Sustainable New Jersey Certification.  The Mayor stated that although we did get a great bond rating she doesn’t agree with bonding and borrowing especially during these tough economic times.  The Mayor attended the Veteran’s Day Ceremony and was happy to see such a good turn out.  The Mayor thanked the schools for getting the children involved in Veteran’s Day and stressed the importance of honoring our veterans every day.  The Mayor reminded everyone that St. Peter’s will be having their Turkey Drive on November 21st and is hoping that they will break their record from last year.  The Mayor will be attending the League of Municipalities Conference this week and she informed everyone that there will be an ecumenical service at the Grace Lutheran Church on Sunday, November 22nd at 4 p.m. and invited everyone to come.  
ADJOURNMENT –


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

