M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, April 6, 2009
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Cannon to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 19, 2008 to THE RECORD and THE RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Higgins was absent.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of March 16, 2009, the work session of March 23, 2009 and the Special Meeting of March 30, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –

Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring April 12 – 18, 2009 as National Library Week into the record as follows:
PROCLAMATION

         WHEREAS, our nation’s school, academic, public and special libraries make a difference in the lives of millions of Americans, today, more than ever; and

        WHEREAS, librarians are trained professionals, helping people of all ages and backgrounds find and interpret the information they need to live, learn and work in a challenging economy; and

        WHEREAS, libraries are part of the American Dream – places for opportunity, education, self-help and lifelong learning; and

        WHEREAS, library use is up nationwide among all types of library users, continuing a decade-long trend; and

        WHEREAS, libraries play a vital role in supporting the quality of life in their communities; and

        WHEREAS, libraries can help you discover a world of knowledge, both in person and online, as well as personal service and assistance in finding what you need, when you need it; and

        WHEREAS, libraries are a key player in the national discourse on intellectual freedom, equity of access, and narrowing the “digital divide;” and

         WHEREAS, libraries, librarians, library workers and supporters across America are celebrating National Library Week with The Campaign for America’s Libraries.

        NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins,  proclaim National Library Week, April 12-18, 2009.  I encourage all residents to visit the library this week to take advantage of the wonderful library resources available and thank their librarians and library workers for making information accessible to all who walk through the library’s doors.  Worlds connect @ your library.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

April 6, 2009
********
Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring April 24, 2009 as National Arbor Day into the record as follows:
PROCLAMATION


WHEREAS, In 1872 J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and

WHEREAS, this holiday, called ARBOR DAY was first observed with the planting of more than a million trees in Nebraska; and


WHEREAS, ARBOR DAY is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and


WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen and provide habitat for wildlife; and


WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our  homes, fuel for our fires and countless other wood products; and


WHEREAS, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of business areas, and beautify our community; and


WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal.


NOW, THEREFORE, I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, do hereby proclaim 

April 24, 2009

AS 

ARBOR DAY

in the Borough of River Edge, and I urge all citizens to celebrate ARBOR DAY and to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands; and


FURTHER, I urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and further generations.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Dated:   April 6, 2009

********
Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring April 2009 as Donate Life Month into the record as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N


WHEREAS, those who dedicate their time, effort and skills to help others are among the most valued members of any community; and


WHEREAS,  there is a great shortage of organ and tissue donors and thousands  of people on the organ transplant waiting lists will not live to receive one; and


WHEREAS, each day 18 people die while on the waiting lists,  every 13  minutes someone is added to the waiting list and that in New Jersey over 4,500 people are waiting for organs or tissue; and


WHEREAS, the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission is cooperating with the  New Jersey Sharing Network (NJSN) so that you need only to designate on your driver’s license that you want to be a donor and that information will also go into the NJSN computers; and


WHEREAS, if you are not a driver, you may designate your wish to be a donor on your legal I.D. card; and


WHEREAS,  the NJSN has a new information brochure which contains a temporary Donor Card to be filled out and kept in your wallet until you have the opportunity to register this information on your driver’s license or I.D card; and

WHEREAS,  it is possible for one donor to save up to 8 lives and enhance the lives of up to 75 others through tissue donation.


NOW, THEREFORE, I, MARGARET FALAHEE WATKINS, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, do hereby proclaim

APRIL 2009

As

DONATE LIFE MONTH






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Dated:  April 6, 2009
Barbara Christensen-spoke about a resident of River Edge who was fortunate enough to receive an organ donation from a 13 boy in Michigan and is now able to lead a normal healthy life.
*********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the salary increase of Joseph Clementi, Code Enforcement Officer, from an hourly Step I salary of $23.09 to Step II - $24.38, effective April 15, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman rush to approve the salary increase of Maureen Murphy, Tax Collection Clerk from an hourly Step II salary of $19.34 to Step III - $20.36, effective April 17, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the salary increase of John Pampaloni, Sewer Operator, from an annual Step II salary of $4,809.00 to Step III - $5,062.00, effective April 18, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Martin Blech, 22 Brinkerhoff Avenue, Teaneck, New Jersey to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Jessica Sanders, 674 Millbrook Road to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department Junior/Cadet Fire Squad, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Robert Gant, 284 Princeton Drive, to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Avram Mishory, 287 Valley Road, to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department Junior/Cadet Fire Squad, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Mayor Watkins administered the Oath of Office to Avram Mishory.


Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve the salary increase of Noreen Patoray, Court Administrator, from an annual salary of $54,748.00 to $55,228.00 due to an increase in longevity from $480.00 to 960.00, effective April 9, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 3/16/09





Re:  Meeting Notice – 3/16/09


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 3/17/09





Re:  Meeting Notice – 3/18/09


Letter
-
Cablevision – 3/18/09





Re:  Programming Changes


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 3/20/09





Re: Potable Well Water Analyses


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholder – 3/23/09





Re:  Ordinance Passed


Letter
-
Bergen County Soil Conservation – 3/23/09





Re:  550 Hackensack Avenue-Remediation Action


Letter
-
N.J. Senate – 3/24/09





Re:  Pascack Valley Hospital Replacement


Letter
-
State of N.J. DEP - 3/24/09





Re: Hazardous Discharge Notification

Letter
-
River Edge Elementary School – 3/20/09





Re:  Invitation to School Budget Meeting


Letter
-
State of NJ-DEP – 3/25/09





Re:  Suspected Hazardous Waste

Letter
-
Cablevision – 3/27/09





Re:  Launch of Style Channel

Letter
-
River Edge Board of Education – 3/31/09





Re:  Meeting on 4/1/09  

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
February 11, 2009


Library Board


-
February 24, 2009


Historic Commission

-
February 25, 2009


Police Department


-
February 2009


Tax Collector


-
February 2009


Planning Board


-
February 19, 2009

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1650 into the record.

Ordinance #1650 - AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $30,000 FROM THE GENERAL CAPITAL FUND BALANCE FOR PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT, IMPROVEMENT OF BOROUGH BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1650 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1650

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $30,000 FROM THE GENERAL CAPITAL FUND BALANCE FOR PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT, IMPROVEMENT OF BOROUGH BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, as follows:


SECTION I.  The purchase of equipment for and improvements desired in Section 2 of this ordinance are hereby authorized as improvements and purchases to be made by the Borough of River Edge, New Jersey for the purpose of the purchase of said equipment and the making of said improvements, there are hereby appropriated the sum of $30,000.00 from the General Capital Fund Balance.


SECTION II.  The improvement and purchases are authorized as follows:

a. Repairs and improvement to public buildings and grounds, including but not limited to toilets and a roof for the Library and light fixtures and ballasts for Fire Company #2.

b. Purchase of equipment for the Department(s) of:  Police

c. Purchase of computer software and hardware for the Departments of:  Library and Police

d. Other Expenses, including but not limited to architect’s fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expense and other expenses to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

SECTION III: The appropriation shall be made from Capital Improvement

Fund of the General Capital Fund and no debt is authorized.


SECTION IV:  This ordinance shall take effect immediately after the first publication after final passage as provided by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Date:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1643 as follows:

Ordinance #1643 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” - THE SCHEDULE OF ZONING DISTRICT AREA, BULK AND YARD REQUIREMENTS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1643 was introduced by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher at the March 2, 2009 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1643 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” - THE SCHEDULE OF ZONING DISTRICT AREA, BULK AND YARD REQUIREMENTS OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

    BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the Schedule of Zoning District Area, Bulk and Yard Requirements be and hereby is amended as follows:

   Section I:      The maximum height of a building in the R-1, R-2 and R-3

                   Zoning districts shall be thirty (30) feet.

   Section II:     All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this

 ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies    only.
   Section III:    If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid,                    for any reason, by the final judgment of a competent                          jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not                       effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which                      shall be severable therefrom.

   Section IV:     This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final                       passage and publication as required by law.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

_________________________________

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1643


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1643


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1643


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1643.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1647 as follows:
Ordinance #1647 -AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENRAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULES”, SECTION 36, “SCHEDULE X: “SPEED” 

Ordinance #1647 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher at the March 16, 2009 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1647

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENRAL ORDINANCE OF THE BORUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTILCE IV “SCHEDULES”, SECTION 36, “SCHEDULE x: “SPEED”


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:


Section 1:  Schedule X, “Speed Limits” amend the following:


Name of Street

Speed Limit (mph)

Location


Fifth Avenue

       25


Entire Length
SECTION II:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


SECTION III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


SECTION IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1647

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1647

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Cannon to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1647

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1647.,


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********
Alan Negreann​-explained that he has spoken with our Bond Counsel on this ordinance and they recommend that we adopt one ordinance for the entire funding of this project.  He stated that it would not be appropriate to adopt this ordinance at this time and asked that it be tabled because of this recommendation.

TABLED


  TABLED


TABLED
Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to table Ordinance #1648.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

Ordinance #1648 - A CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF LAND KNOWN AS THE “BOGERT ROAD POCKET PARK” IN SAID BOROUGH AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $300,000.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY’S 2008 OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1648

A CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF LAND KNOWN AS THE “BOGERT ROAD POCKET PARK” IN SAID BOROUGH AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $300,000.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY’S 2008 OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST


BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows:


Section 1.  The Borough of River Edge shall acquire a parcel of open space within River Edge, consisting of approximately a total of 0.79 acres located as a portion of Lot 38.03 in Block 1004 and located at 340, 360, and 380 Bogert Road and known as “Bogert Road Pocket Park”.


Section 2.  The Borough shall expend $300,000.00 for the improvement authorized in Section 1. hereof.  Said sum of $300,000.00 is a grant from the Bergen County 2008 Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust.


Section 3.  Such acquisition of land is hereby determined and declared to be a Capital Improvement, which the Borough may lawfully make pursuant to law.


Section 4.  This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1649 as follows:
Ordinance #1649 ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”


Ordinance #1649 was introduced by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher at the March 16, 2009 meeting as follows:

Borough of River Edge 

Ordinance #1649
ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, State of New Jersey as follows:


Section I:   Section 206-2EE is hereby amended to include:


Item








Fee

Zoning – Initial Review of Construction Plans  
$50.00

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section II:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.








Margaret Falahee Watkins








Mayor

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1649


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1649


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1649


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1649.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

*******
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-161 through #09-180 and resolution #09-182.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

#09-161  Grant Raffle License to PTO Roosevelt School


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an Off Premise  50/50 Raffle to be issued to the PTO Roosevelt School, 711 Summit Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #612, I.D. 423-5-28534 to take place at 711 Summit Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey on May 29, 2009 from 3:00 p.m. to   7:00 p.m.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

April 6, 2009

********

#09-162  Grant Raffle License to PTO Roosevelt School


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an Off Premise Prize Raffle to be issued to the PTO Roosevelt School, 711 Summit Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #613, I.D. 423-5-28534 to take place at 711 Summit Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey on May 29, 2009 from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

April 6, 2009

********

#09-163  Grant Raffle License to PTO Roosevelt School


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an Off Premise  Prize Raffle to be issued to the PTO Roosevelt School, 711 Summit Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #614, I.D. 423-5-28534 to take place at 711 Summit Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey on May 29, 2009 from 3:00 p.m. to   7:00 p.m.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

April 6, 2009

********

#09-164  Resolution Endorsing Statement of Support for the New Jersey National Guard


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge support the New Jersey National Guard in the strongest possible terms, are immensely proud of the accomplishments of the Guard and are extremely grateful for the services rendered by the Guard to this State and to the nation over the years; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge recognizes that the National Guard and Reserve are essential to the strength of our nation and the well-being of our communities; and


WHEREAS, in the highest American tradition, the patriotic men and women of the Guard and Reserve serve voluntarily in an honorable and vital profession by training to respond to their community and their country in time of need and they deserve the support of every segment of our society; and


WHEREAS, if these volunteer forces are to continue to serve our nation, increased public understanding is required of the essential role of the Guard and Reserve in preserving our national security; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge will continually recognize and support our country’s service members and their families in peace, in crisis and in war.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Jon Corzine, the Legislators to the 39th District, Municipalities of Bergen County and the New Jersey League of Municipalities.

April 6, 2009

********
#09-165 Authorize Mayor to Sign the Federal Aid Agreement for the Kinderkamack Road Regional Revitalization (Phase 1B) Project


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge will be going out to bid for the Kinderkamack Road Regional Revitalization (Phase 1B) Project; and 


WHEREAS, the Borough will be reimbursed for the costs associated with the Federal Transportation Enhancement Funds portion of construction for this project in the amount of $300,000.


NOW, TEHREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign the Federal Aid Agreement #2009-DT-BLA-211.

April 6, 2009

*******
#09-166  Grant Raffle License to HSA St. Peter Academy


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an Off Premise Prize Raffle to be issued to HSA St. Peter Academy, 431 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #615, I.D. 423-5-31194 to take place at 431 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey on May 19, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

April 6, 2009

********

#09-167 Authorize Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. to Enter Into a Stipulation of Settlement

WHEREAS, Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey has been appointed to handle the litigation of Great Outdoors v. Borough of River Edge, Block 1418, Lot 2, 278 Johnson Avenue, Block 1418, Lot 3, 11 Route 4 East, Block 1418, Lot 3.01, 62 Madison Street, Block 1418, Lot 3.01/B01, 62 Madison Street, Block 1418, Lot 4, 62 Madison Street, River Edge; and


WHEREAS, Alan Spiniello, Esq. has recommended stipulation in the above stated matters; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have considered these recommendations at their work session of April 6, 2009.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge hereby authorize Alan Spiniello, Esq. to enter into a Stipulation of Settlement as follows: the taxpayer will withdraw its appeal for year 2005 where the assessment will remain at $2,762,500.00.  Year 2006 will be settle for $825,000.00, year 2007 will be settled for $825,000.00 and year 2008 will be settled for $825,000.00 pursuant to the Freeze Act.  Year 2009 will not be covered under the Freeze Act.  This means that 2009 will remain at $2,762.500.00 which may be the subject of a further appeal by the Plaintiff or may be the subject of an increase or added assessment by the Borough Tax Assessor since the Redevelopment Plan including the subject site has been approved by the Mayor and Council by Ordinance #1640 on February 17, 2009 which may result in the Tax Assessor substantially increasing the overall tax assessment by placing an added assessment on the property.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward a copy of this resolution to James Anzevino, the Borough’s Tax Assessor and Alan Spiniello, Esq..

April 6, 2009

********
#09-168  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the April 6, 2009           meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
09-4/6-1

Personnel – Senior Bus Driver   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

April 6, 2009
********
#09-169 Authorize Clerk to Go Out for Bid 


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge desires to go out for bid for the River Edge Senior Transportation.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to advertise in THE RECORD for the purpose of providing said service.
April 6, 2009

********
#09-170 Authorize Mayor and Clerk to Sign an Interlocal Services Agreement with the Borough of Oradell for the Sharing of an Electronic Sign Board and Turf Sweeper


WHEREAS, the Borough of Oradell owns an Electronic Sign Board and Turf Sweeper; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge desires to share the Electronic Sign Board and Turf Sweeper pursuant to the provisions of the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act (N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq.); and


WHEREAS, the Shared Services Committee has identified numerous opportunities for cost savings by sharing public services and equipment; and


WHEREAS, it is to the benefit of the residents of River Edge to participate in the sharing of the Electronic Sign Board and Turf Sweeper.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT REOSLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge shall enter into an Interlocal Services Agreement with the Borough of Oradell for the sharing of an Electronic Sign Board and Turf Sweeper.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Interlocal Services Agreement will be prepared by the Borough of Oradell, as authorized by the provisions of the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act (N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq.).
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Interlocal Services Agreement with the Borough of Oradell, subject to the approval of the Borough Attorney.

April 6, 2009

********
#09-171 Authorize Borough of River Edge To Go Out To Bid Jointly with the Borough of New Milford for Garbage Collection 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s garbage collection contract will expire in October, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council discussed going out to bid jointly with the Borough of New Milford at their work session of March 16, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council believe it is to the benefit of the residents to bid jointly with the Borough of New Milford to try to reduce costs.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge will bid jointly with the Borough of New Milford for Garbage Collection in both municipalities.

April 6, 2009

********
#09-172  Authorize Mayor and Administrator to Sign the 2009 COPS Grant


BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Administrator are hereby authorized to sign the 2009 COPS Grant.

April 6, 2009

********
#09-173 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the April 6, 2009 work session meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
09-4/6-2

Bill Lindsley, Esq.-Litigation   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7)




    Aslanian v River Edge


2.  Any non-attorney client privilege communications will be released at the conclusion of the litigation subject of any orders of the court.

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

April 6, 2009
*******
#09-174_ Authorize Redemption and Disbursement of Tax Sale Certificate


WHEREAS, at the December 2nd, 2008 Tax Sale, Certificate #2008-1 was sold to Crusader Lien Services on property known as:  44 Washington Avenue, River Edge, NJ.  Block:  211, Lot:  13, owner David Koenig & Stephanie Hughes; and

WHEREAS, Countrywide Tax Services Corporation has requested redemption amounts on the above certificate as of April 6, 2009 and has submitted a cashiers check in the amount of $18,777.42 to redeem the lien and bring the 2009 taxes current.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a check in the amount of $17,024.93 for the redemption of the lien payable to Crusader Lien Services, and the Tax Collector to redeem the lien and adjust her records accordingly.

Please make the check payable to:







Crusader Lien Services







179 Washington Lane







Jenkintown, PA  19046
April 6, 2009

********
#09-175   Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate 2009 Tax Payments


WHEREAS, the tax office has received duplicate tax payment for the 2009 taxes on the following properties; and

WHEREAS, written requests were received from the homeowners or their mortgage company to refund the overpaid amounts directly to the homeowners.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue refund checks in the following amounts and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot

Name & Address



Refund Amount

305/54

Mariusz & Teresa Gawrylo

$2,361.17




776 Millbrook Road




River Edge, NJ  07661

409/35/C0014
Susan Trujillo



$2,257.52




14 Jordan Drive







River Edge, NJ  07661

808/11

Michael & Anna Axiomakaros

$ , 44.01




358 Windsor Road




River Edge, NJ  07661
April 6, 2009

********
#09-176  Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate Tax Payment


WHEREAS, a duplicate 1st quarter 2009 payment was received on 219 Concord Drive, from First American Title Insurance Company; and

WHEREAS, the tax office has received a written request to refund the overpaid amount from First American Title Insurance Company; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.


Block/Lot
Name Address



Refund Amount


705/9

Turschmann, Brian & Michelle
$2,514.28




219 Concord Drive


Make check payable to:


First American Title Insurance Company


2 Research Way


Princeton, NJ  08540
April 6, 2009

********
#09-177 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate Tax Payment


WHEREAS, a duplicate 1st quarter 2009 payment was received on 211 Berkeley Road, from Michael T. Halkias, Attorney At Law; and

WHEREAS, the tax office has received a written request to refund the overpaid amount from Michael T. Halkias, Attorney At Law; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.


Block/Lot
Name Address


Refund Amount


906/12
Dorizas, George & Irene

$2,449.92




211 Berkeley Road


Make check payable to:


Michael T. Halkias


Attorney At Law


1300 Van Houten Avenue


Clifton, NJ  07013
April 6, 2009

********
#09-178  Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate Tax Payment


WHEREAS, a duplicate 1st quarter 2009 payment was received on 437 Lafayette Avenue from First American Real Estate, PHH Refund Team; and

WHEREAS, the tax office has received a written request to refund the overpaid amount from First American Real Estate, PHH Refund Team; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot
Name Address


Refund Amount

1002/4.02
Ranley, Justin & Krista

$3,707.92



437 Lafayette Avenue


Make check payable to:


First American Real Estate


PHH Refund Team


95 Methodist Hill Road


Suite 100


Rochester, NY  14623

April 6, 2009

*******
#09-179 Amend Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Bob Costa, Borough Engineer via resolution #08-458 dated December 15, 2008 in the amount of $15,000.00; and 


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for professional services related to the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $1,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on April 6, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of     Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

April 6, 2009

*******
#09-180 Emergency Temporary Budget
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-l9 provides that (where any contract, commitments or payments are to be made prior to the final adoption of the 2009 budget) temporary appropriations should be made for the purpose and amounts required in the manner and time therein provided; and

WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2009 pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S. 40A:4-20) including this resolution total $1,593,729.70.

WHEREAS, the line items and appropriation amounts listed below have been included in the budget as approved on introduction and will be included in the budget as finally adopted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all members therof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S. 40:4-2:

1.  An emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for:


TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION - 2009
                  



Operations

Operations

General Appropriation



Within CAPS

Excluded CAPS
General Administration

20-1002-036 



$  1,000.00

Public Information

20-1012-124 $  6,000.00

Mayor and Council


Salaries & Wages 20-1101-011

$  5,000.00

Municipal Clerk


Salaries & Wages 20-1201-011

$ 10,000.00


Other Expenses 20-1202-036

$ 10,000.00

Revenue


Salaries & Wages 20-1451-011

$  5,000.00

Tax Assessor


Salaries & Wages 20-1501-011

$  5,000.00

Legal


Salaries & Wages 20-1551-011

$  2,000.00


Other Expenses 20-1552-028

$ 15,000.00

Engineering Services


Other Expenses 20-1652-100

$ 15,000.00

Construction Official


Salaries & Wages 22-1951-011

$  8,000.00


Other Expenses 22-1952-036

$    500.00

Other Code Enforcement


Salaries & Wages 22-2001-011

$  1,500.00

Liability Insurance 


Other Expenses 23-2102-090

$ 10,000.00

Group Insurance Plan


Other Expenses 23-2202-090

$ 10,000.00

Police


Other Expenses 25-2402-036

$  5,000.00

Public Repair Maintenance


Other Expenses 26-2902-028

$  5,000.00

Other Public Works


Other Expenses 26-3002-042

$  1,000.00

Parking Lot Maintenance


Other Expenses 26-3012-100

$  1,000.00

Recycling


Salaries & Wages
26-3051-011

$ 20,000.00

Buildings & Grounds


Salaries & Wages 26-3101-011

$  2,000.00

Vehicle Maintenance


Salaries & Wages 26-3151-011

$ 12,000.00


Other Expenses 26-3152-124

$ 10,000.00

Public Health Services


Salaries & Wages 27-3301-011

$ 10,000.00

Bus


Salaries & Wages 27-3311-011

$  5,000.00

Recreation


Salaries & Wages 28-3701-011

$ 10,000.00

Maintenance of Parks


Salaries & Wages 28-3751-011

$ 10,000.00

Maintenance of Parks


Other Expenses 28-3752-100

$    500.00

Public Library


Salaries & Wages 29-3901-011




$ 20,000.00

Maintenance/Public Library-Electric


Other Expenses 31-4302-174

$    500.00

Fire Hydrant Services


Other Expenses 31-4452-100

$ 10,000.00

Maintenance Public Library-Gas


Other Expenses 31-4463-177

$    500.00

Petroleum Products


Other Expenses 31-4472-168

$ 10,000.00

Electric


Other Expenses 31-4482-126

$ 25,000.00

Bergen County Utilities Authority


Other Expenses 31-4552-100




$200,000.00

Sewer System


Other Expenses 31-4554-030

$  1,000.00

Public Employment Retirement System


Other Expenses 36-4712-100

$126,224.00

Police & Fire Retirement


Other Expenses 36-4753-100

$296,565.50

Financial Administration


Salaries & Wages 20-1301-011

$ 10,000.00


Other Expenses 20-1302-036

$  5,000.00



Total Operations Including


Contingent Within “CAPS”

$680,289.50

Total Other Operations


Excluded from “CAPS”





$220,000.00

Total Temporary General


Appropriations



$900,289.50

April 6, 2009

********

Councilwoman Rush read resolution #09-181 into the record.


Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve resolution #09-181.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

#09-181 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL



$6,244,918.29

RECREATION ACCOUNT



$    4,596.56           

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT



$    8,999.29

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT



$    1,179.86          

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT

$    1,985.00

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT



$   10,987.81          

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.
April 6, 2009

********
#09-182 Amend Agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 for Legal Services as Redevelopment Attorney

WHEREAS, there exists a need for Legal Services for the purpose of redevelopment of the Southern End of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Colin Quinn, Esq. via resolution #09-10 dated January 2, 2009 in the amount of $4,500.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Legal Services for redevelopment representation; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Colin Quinn, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Colin Quinn, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Colin Quinn, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on April 6, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-180 of the Current Fund in an amount not to exceed $28,000.00.


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, New Jersey, 07601.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

April 6, 2009

********

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-183 subject to receiving Borough Engineer’s cost estimate in writing.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

#09-183 Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Project

WHERAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of $            has been proposed by the Borough of River Edge for Storm Drain Outflows in the municipality of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body; and


WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVE that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and


BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.

April 6, 2009

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing to the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-stated that she hopes that the Yeshiva School doesn’t get used to having the gate open on Center Avenue because people aren’t used to having traffic flow in that area and someone might get hurt.
Jonathan Rochlin-301 Wales Avenue-is representing himself and his wife as residents and as President of the River Edge Chamber of Commerce in support of the Library.  He asked the Council to take into consideration that the Library is the center of our town and services everyone in our community whether through books, music or the bccls system.  He is disappointed that there have been major cuts in services and hours and is concerned that things will never be restored once there are cuts.  He asked that the Council do whatever they can to keep the Library open as many hours as possible.

Joseph Amapani-249 Madison Avenue-stated that he has been a lifetime resident of River Edge and feels that its extremely important for families to have access to the Library and all it has to offer.  He feels that it would be detrimental for our children if programs and hours are cut at our Library.
Stephanie Hartman-144 Monroe Avenue-stated that she is the school representative for the Library and thanked the Mayor and Council for putting on a resolution to keep the funding that currently exists.  She continued by saying that she went to the school librarians and asked if the children could write how they feel about the Library and she received many posters and letters.  She read some of the letters to the Council.

Patrick Batson-25 Wayne Avenue-spoke about the traffic situation on Wayne Avenue and stated that the Police presence only lasted two to three weeks and doesn’t feel that this is acceptable.  He stated that there are still dangerous traffic situations and motorists are still blocking his driveway and would like to see more action from the Police Department.
Mayor Watkins​-was under the impression that there was a Police presence and that the Police Department were writing tickets.
Patrick Batson-replied that it was only for two or three weeks.

Mayor Watkins – stated that they will have to speak with Chief Cariddi again.

Lisa Gladwell-41 Wayne Avenue-stated that they will continue to come before the Council until there is a permanent long term solution for the traffic situation.

Chief Cariddi-explained that additional signage has been put up and as manpower permits, there are Police officers down there writing tickets.  He also spoke with the three school principals as well as Mrs. Steinbauer requesting that a notice be sent home with the children reminding parents not to block driveways.  The Chief stated that enforcement efforts have been undertaken specifically on Wayne Avenue and Bogert Road as well as Kinderkamack Road and Wayne Avenue to make sure traffic moves along.  Chief Cariddi explained that there are always some traffic issues by schools in one form or another and unfortunately on Wayne Avenue, there are not a lot of solutions available because there is only so much room for so many cars.  The Chief further stated that he has requested a meeting to discuss the possibility of staggering dismissal times to try to alleviate traffic volume at peak times.   He continue by saying that he has no ability to do anything concerning air quality and some of the other issues that were raised and he doesn’t have the manpower to designate an officer to be there everyday.  He is going to continue to engage in dialogue with both the residents and the schools in an attempt to continue addressing traffic issues.
Joseph Dunsay-151 Concord Drive-commended the Library staff for the excellent work that they do and also thanked the Friends of the Library for the way that they support the Library.  He asked that if anyone in River Edge is looking for a cause to support, he encourages them to donate time or money to the Library.  He feels that the more volunteer contributions that they receive the lighter the tax burden will be.
Doris Chatellier-770 Sixth Avenue-stated that she has a block party every year and has heard from residents on the Fenway that there may be permanent changes in block party rules.  She continued by saying that she’s concerned that if you start moving barricades around it may result in a dangerous condition by having motorists making u-turns.  She feels that its ridiculous to change the rules for one resident.
Mike Corcoran-1 Fenway Court-stated that after 9/11 the residents of the Fenway felt that by having a block party it would be a great way to get to know people in your neighorhood.  He also feels that by moving the barricades for this one resident, it will become a safety issue for the rest of the residents.  He is asking the Council not to agree to change these rules because it will affect everyone in the community.  He also asked who is liable if a child gets hit by a car?
Bill Lindsley, Esq.-replied, the person who hits the child.  He also informed everyone that they are currently in litigation and they cannot discuss anything  at this time.  He also stated that the Mayor and Council will be going into closed session after the regular meeting to discuss this issue and they will take all of the comments that were made into consideration.
Eric Model-155 Monroe Avenue-wanted to acknowledge and thank the action of the Governing Body this evening and handed out a proposed workbook for compatible redevelopment of established neighborhoods to the Council for consideration by the sub-committee.  Mr. Model wanted show support for the Library by stating that the Library is not only about books but it’s the town center for our residents and hopes that the Council will support them as well.
Cindy Bequeath-421 The Fenway-stated that she grew up in River Edge and one of the things she likes most is that it’s a very safe town and full of community spirit.  She voiced her concerns regarding the neighbor who is opposing the yearly block party.  She asked that when the Council makes a decision, they take all of the other residents into consideration.
Jose Panchi-417 The Fenway-stated that he grew up in Jersey City and wasn’t able to experience things like he does in River Edge.  He feels that it would be very sad if the block party rules were changed because one person was against it.
Sue Corcoran-1 Fenway Court-expressed her opinion and concerns regarding the one person’s actions during last year’s block party and feels that by changing the rules it would be rewarding him for his actions.
Laura Grunwerg-River Edge Library -explained to the Mayor and Council what her duties are during the day in the Library.

Araxie Babikian-5 Fenway Court-has been before the Council before regarding the erosion in her back yard because of the brook.  She stated that Bob Costa has been there and has done surveys and asked what the status is at this time.
Alan Negreann-explained that at this point in time, Mr. Costa’s firm has surveyed the property and is scheduled to report back at the next Sewer Sub-Committee meeting which will be held on May 7th at 7:30 a.m.

Araxie Babikian-asked if she can come.

Mayor Watkins-replied yes, you can come.

Araxie Babikian-asked if this project funded by the County?

Alan Negreann-explained that the engineering costs so far are being paid by the Borough.

Araxie Babikian-asked who will pay for the actual repair?

Alan Negreann-stated that the Borough would have to obtain permits from the DEP and that process would be paid for through the Borough as well.  He further explained that they would have to decide what remediation would be most appropriate for the area behind her house.

Araxie Babikian-is under the impression that this may affect her neighbor in the back also.
Alan Negreann-stated that he would like to wait for the report before he comments on that.
Michael Jordan-45 Wayne Avenue​-asked the Mayor and Council if the ordinance can be changed on Wayne Avenue during the summer to allow residents to park in the street in front of their homes.
Chief Cariddi-explained that the ordinance would have to be changed.

Michael Jordan-stated that they’ve already made this request several times and would like it to be done.

Chief Cariddi-stated that the ordinance can be changed and they can also have the wording on the street signs to reflect “during school hours” or “when school is in session”.  He continued by saying they will have to look into whether the school will be holding summer sessions.

Mayor Watkins-recommended that the issue be brought up with the Traffic & Safety Committee.

Bob Fialko-210 Kensington Road-is thankful for the Library because it’s a wonderful place for adults and children to go and thanked all of the employees for their hard work.   He continued by saying that he’s a former teacher and emphasized how important books are for everyone.  He also thanked the Beautification Committee for making the outside of the Library look so beautiful.
Gunnar Mengers-226 Kensington Road-stated “library’s will get you through towns with no money better than money will get you through towns with no library”.

Jennifer Kelemen-River Edge Library​-stated that one of the reasons that she and her husband moved into River Edge was because of the library and the many services they offer.  She continued by saying that she is happy that she was given the opportunity to become an employee and serve the people of the community but is saddened that costs, hours and services will be cut.

Annette Farelli-188 Webb Avenue-is a member of the Library Board and thanked the Mayor and Council for their support to maintain funding to the library but is very concerned with the severe cuts that had to be made. She is also disappointed that the Library is the only department that has mandated furloughs, frozen salaries and cut hours of service.  She explained that the Library in good faith has made these cuts and is asking the Council to meet with them and revisit the budget to possibly provide them with additional funds.  Ms. Farelli asked what the final tax increase number will be for the town.
Mayor Watkins-stated that they do not have the tax number yet and acknowledges that the Library has made tremendous cuts this year.  The Mayor also informed Annette that its certainly acceptable if they would like to have a conversation with the Council.
Annette Farelli-asked if there is a deadline for the budget.
Mayor Watkins-explained that May 4th is the second reading of the budget and things can be altered.

Annette Farelli-asked how she could go about scheduling a meeting.

Mayor Watkins-replied that Daragh should call in the morning to make arrangements.

Resident-421 The Fenway-stated that the person who is complaining about the block party has audio and video taping devices outside his home and she asked how she can find out how far he can hear.  She also asked whether it is legal to do that and if not, how it can be stopped.

Chief Cariddi-explained the statutes and regulations pertaining to the taping of conversations.  He also explained that the Police Department has been involved in this type of situation only with Police investigation and they have never been involved when it has involved one citizen to another.  He suggested that she may want to consult an attorney regarding a civil suit.

Resident-421 The Fenway-asked if the Chief could tell her if this is legal or not.

Chief Cariddi-replied that he would look into it and get back to her. 
Mr. Gladwell-suggested that the Library ask for volunteers to work at the Library if money is tight.
Lisa Gladwell-stated that Wayne Avenue residents had submitted a list of nine issues that they would like addressed and wants to know what they have to do to get something done.  She continued by saying that they have offered to be a part of the process to work toward a long term solution.
Mayor Watkins-explained that they would have to work with the Police Chief and also suggested that the Chief get the Traffic & Safety Committee together with the Wayne Avenue residents.
Chief Cariddi-stated that he has had a difficult time getting a quorum when he has tried to set up meetings in the past with Traffic & Safety.  He suggested that he himself will meet with the residents to continue discussions.

Barbara Christensen-227 Greenway Terrace-informed everyone that the Women’s Club established the first library in River Edge in 1931 with 500 donated books and was staffed on a voluntary basis until the Borough took it over in 1952.  She stated that we should all be very proud of what our library has become.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS -

Councilwoman Fletcher-explained that we’re still waiting for the State to confirm the exact budget number and wanted everyone to be aware that when the Council first started the budget process, the municipal tax increase per household started at $1,200.00.  Councilwoman Fletcher further explained that the State mandates that we cannot levy more than $58.00, $59.00 or approximately $60.00 per household.  She stated that they had to sit down with the budget and take what would be $1,200.00 per household down to $60.00 per household per State mandate. Councilman Fletcher spoke only for herself but is sure that the sentiments are shared by the entire Council when she explained that all of the decisions were painful and very, very difficult.  She thanked all of the people who came forward in support of the Library and also feels that it’s the love of the Library that is one of the reason’s why the Mayor and Council designate thousands of dollars above and beyond the state mandated requirement.  Councilwoman Fletcher also stated that her own family has taken advantage of the many wonderful programs that the Library offers.  She again explained that every single cut to each department has been made with grave difficulty and they are equally frustrated by the mandated levels that prohibit us to be able to provide the level of service that we have in the past.  Councilwoman Fletcher spoke about the Volunteer Fire Department and thanked them for providing the community with an incredible service that saves taxpayer’s money.  She commends the youth who are continuing to get involved and congratulated Jessica, Avram and Martin for their appointments this evening.  Councilwoman Fletcher commended the cast of the high school production of Beauty and the Beast for doing an exceptional job and stated that it is another example of the extraordinary youth of our community.  She informed everyone that the Friends of River Dell held their first non-athletic Hall of Fame in which they honored knowledge, achievement and the arts for past graduates.  Councilwoman Fletcher asked everyone to be mindful when driving past playgrounds and ball fields take extra precautions and keep eyes and ears open to keep our children safe.
Councilman Cannon-stated that is wonderful to see so many people here today with so much passion for many different things.  He feels that River Edge is a great town because so many people do care.  Councilman Cannon stated that he is the liaison for the Library and he commended them for how they handled the difficult challenges that were given to them.  He further stated that during budget discussions they’ve agreed that what the Library did this budget season is what the Council will expect other departments to do.  He stated that the Library budget is different in that the Council does not have control over their  personnel, they only provide funding.  Councilman Cannon also agreed that historically, the Council has always given more money than required which has resulted in a first class library.  He acknowledged that next year will be tough also but they want to get back to restoring services and programs because they know that is what the residents want.
Councilwoman Walker-agreed with what Councilman Cannon said and understands why they perceive that other departments didn’t have to make hard choices, but they did.  She continued by stating that next year they will have to make even harder choices and the goal is to keep taxes affordable for the people of the town. Councilwoman Walker explained that once we get into better economic times and start generating more revenue we can start restoring services and programs.  She stressed the importance of trying to keep municipal taxes down because we have two school budgets that will also be added on and understands that these are hard times for everyone.  She commended the library for doing a wonderful and thanked everyone for coming up to support them.  She assured them that things will not always be this tough and hopefully in a few years the economic climate will change.  Councilwoman Walker congratulated the new appointees to the Fire Department and thanked them for volunteering their time to the community.  She mentioned the ordinances that were passed this evening, one which will reduce the speed limit on Fifth Avenue to 25 mph and feels that this is a quality of life issue.  She stated that she understands the concerns of the Wayne Avenue residents because she walks her children to school everyday and feels that it’s a work in progress.  She stated that she’s been in contact with Chief Cariddi several times and is confident that they will come up with a solution to make their quality of life better. The other ordinance Councilwoman Walker spoke about was the ordinance reducing building height to 30 feet and feels that it is one step closer to a compatible redevelopment.
Councilwoman Rush-echoed the sentiments that her fellow Council members said regarding the library and stated that she also appreciates everything they do for our community.  Councilwoman Rush informed everyone that she had been on the library expansion committee and remembers going to the ground breaking ceremony in 1983 and again stated that she knows it is an invaluable asset to the community.  She explained that this budget season was the worst that she has ever seen and she too feels that next year may be even worse.  She agreed that they had to make many difficult cuts and wished they could have done more but there is just no money.  Councilwoman Rush stated that we have great people in this town who do great things and they are always appreciated.  She congratulated those who were appointed to the Fire Department this evening and thanked everyone for coming up and voicing their opinions.  She announced that there will be an Arbor Day ceremony at Cherry Hill School on April 24th at 1:15 p.m. and invited everyone to attend.
Councilman Smith-informed everyone that he has been involved in fifteen budgets and has never seen anything like this before and assured the Library that every department dealt with major cuts to their budgets.  He further stated that the Police Department and the Department of Public Works have had a shortage in manpower during the past several years and that they worked very hard to try to balance it without letting anyone go.  He also commended the Library for their hard work and dedication and thanked them for putting together wonderful programs for our residents.  He is proud of the fact that many young people are joining the Fire Department and thanked them for making such a commitment.  He announced that the Shade Tree Commission received another grant for $24,000 which will definitely help the Borough out.  Councilman Smith stated that he is an organ donor and strongly encouraged everyone to think about doing the same because one person can save many lives.  With regard to Wayne Avenue, Councilman Smith drove his car past all three schools and feels that there are traffic problems in all three areas because there are more cars than there is room.  He is confident that Chief Cariddi will have more manpower to deal with the traffic situations now that he has two new lieutenants.  Councilman Smith also attended the River Dell awards dinner and stated that it was nice to see past graduates honored for their accomplishments. 

Mayor Watkins​-wished everyone a happy and safe Passover and Easter.  The Mayor assured the Wayne Avenue residents that they will continue to work toward a solution to the traffic issues and thanked the Library for all of the good work that they provide for the community.  She thanked everyone for coming out this evening and invited them to come again.
ADJOURNMENT –


Motion by 


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:

