
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, May 19, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Smith to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Lau was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of May 5, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice abstained and Councilman Lau was absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –

Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring Support for the “Click It or Ticket” Seat Belt Mobilization from May 19 through June 1, 2008 into the record as follows:
PROCLAMATION
Whereas, the are 716 motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey in 2007; and

Whereas, a large percentage of the motor vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes were not wearing a seat belt; and

Whereas, use of a seat belt remains the most effective way to avoid death or serious injury in a motor vehicle crash; and

Whereas, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 135,000 lives were saved by safety belt usage nationally between 1975-2000; and

Whereas, the State of New Jersey will participate in the nationwide Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization from May 91 - June 1, 2008 in an effort to raise awareness and increase seat belt usage through a combination of enforcement and education; and

Whereas, the Division of Highway Traffic Safety has set a goal of increasing the seat belt usage rate in the state from the current level of 91% to 93%; and

Whereas, a further increase in seat belt usage in New Jersey will save lives on our roadways;
         Therefore, be is resolved that I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of River Edge, declares it's support for the Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization both locally and nationally from May 19 - June 1, 2008 and pledges to increase awareness of the mobilization and the benefits of seat belt use.

                                        Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:  May 19, 2008

********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES – NONE
CORRESPONDENCE –


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 5/5/08





Re:  Meeting Notice – 5/7/08


Letter
-
Cablevision – 5/6/08





Re:  Digital Transition Project


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 5/6/08





Re:  Hearing for Funding for Seniors/Disabled


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 5/6/08





Re:  Home Ownership Fair – 6/14/08


Minutes
-
Von Steuben House Restoration Project-5/8/08


Notice
-
NJ Transit – 5/12/08





Re:  Public Hearing Notice


Letter
-
PMK Group – 5/12/08





Re:  2008 Environmental JIF Audit


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 5/13/08





Re:  Ordinances Passed

Letter
-
Verizon – 5/15/08





Re:  Petition to Relocate Paramus Office


Letter
-
River Dell Regional District – 5/15/08





Re:  50th Anniversary

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Building Department


-
April 2008


Zoning Board of Adjustment

-
March 12, 2008


Tax Collector



-
April 2008


Zoning Board of Adjustment

-
April 16, 2008


Police Department



-
April 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1618 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1618 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1618

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 416 “Zoning” of the Borough Code be and hereby is amended as follows:


Section I.  Section 4l6-64(D) change to: 

Any existing single family residential dwelling with a permitted use located on a conforming lot which violates any yard requirements may have additions to the principal building and/or construct an accessory building without an appeal for a variance provided that the total permitted building coverage is not exceeded and  the accessory building and/or the addition do not violate any requirements of the Zoning Code.


Section II.  Section 4l6-64(A) changed as follows:

Any nonconforming structure damaged by fire, causality, Act of God or intentionally reduced to less than 50% of its previous existing area may be restored, reconstructed or used as before, provided that the restoration or reconstruction complies with all zoning requirements in place at the time of the restoration or reconstruction.  In the case of a nonconforming foundation, all construction from grade shall conform with existing zoning requirements.  The approving authority shall determine the time period in which complete restoration shall take place.


Section III.  Section 4l6-11(D)(1) is changed to:

A corner lot shall have two front yards facing upon street frontages.  The frontage exposure with the street address of the structure in the borough’s tax records shall be considered the front yard in determining front, side and rear yard requirements.  


Section IV.  Section 416-29(B)(4) changed as follows:

Fences from the rear line of the building to the rear of the property line and along the rear property line shall not exceed six(6) feet in height above ground level.


Section V.   Section 416-69(A)(9) is amended as follows:

Whenever any building or structure is to be demolished, razed, pulled down or torn down, whether a demolition permit is required or not, the owner of the property shall submit to the Borough Engineer a videotape of all sewer laterals serving the lot, following demolition, razing, tearing down or pulling down of the building or structure.

       Section VI. Section 416-69(C) "Certificate of Occupancy and Certificate of Continuing Occupancy" is hereby amended as follows:

Add (12) No Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued for any new construction unless a certified final "as built" survey is submitted to the Zoning Officer and the Zoning Officer finds that all construction is in compliance with previously submitted plans.

       Section VII. Section 416-69(A) "Certificates and Permits" is hereby amended as follows:

Add (10) Every building permit for new construction of any type shall be conditioned upon the submission of a certified "foundation location survey" being submitted to the Zoning Officer upon completion of any foundation. No framing or other construction may commence unless and until the Zoning Officer makes a finding that the foundation location survey is in compliance with previously approved plans.  If the Zoning Officer shall find that the foundation location survey violates any setbacks, the foundation must be changed to comply with previously approved setbacks and a new foundation location survey be submitted or a variance may be requested from the appropriate approving authority.


Section VIII:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







 Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.
********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1619 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1619 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 350 “SITE PLAN REVIEW” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1619
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 350 “SITE PLAN REVIEW” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Section 350 “Site Plan Review” of the Borough Code be and hereby is amended as follows:


Section I.  Section 350-9(A) change Construction Official to:
“Clerk of the Planning Board/Zoning Board”

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section II.

If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section III:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






 Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1617 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1617 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

Ordinance #1617 was introduced by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the May 5, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1617

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION I:


Chapter 206 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented by the addition and changes thereto of the following which shall be added or changed to the list of fees and charges on file with the Borough Clerk.  


Section 206-2 – Schedule of Fees

Sub-section T – North Hackensack parking lot - DELETE IN ITS ENTIRETY

Sub-section W.  Amend as follows: 



    (2) Towing application verification fee:



    Delete:




(c) Borough fingerprint background check: $5 per card.



    (4) Towing renewal verification fee:

                Delete:

 

      (c) Borough fingerprint background check: $5 per card.
Sub-section EE – Miscellaneous Fees

ADD: Banner Fees -$15.00 
SECTION II:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

SECTION III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

SECTION IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1617

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1617

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1617

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to adopt Ordinance #1617.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-211 through #08-225 and #08-227 through #08-230.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.

#08-211 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the May 19, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-5/19-1

Personnel-Promotion to the Position




of Road Foreperson – DPW
 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

May 19, 2008
********
#08-212  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on June 2, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the June 2, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference
08-6/2-1

Disclosure -                   N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 & 14




Open Public Meetings Act

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

May 19, 2008

********
#08-213 Enter Into Agreement with David J. Gallina, M.D., P.A., 541 Cedar Hill Avenue, Wyckoff, New Jersey 07481

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain professional services for the purpose of performing psychological examinations for the promotion to the position of Lieutenant in the Police Department; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, David J. Gallina, M.D., P.A. meets the criteria for a professional service contract under N.J.S.A. 40A;11-1; and


WHEREAS, David J. Gallina, M.D., P.A. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that David J. Gallina, M.D., P.A. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit David J. Gallina, M.D., P.A. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1002-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $4,750.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with David J. Gallina, M.D., P.A.; and

2. The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of   Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.
4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

May 19, 2008

********

#08-214 Rescind Resolution #08-145 Awarding Bid for Emergency Repairs and Maintenance of the Water Main and/or Storm and Sanitary Sewer Repairs


WHEREAS, Resolution #08-l45 was awarded on April 7, 2008 for the Emergency Repairs and Maintenance of the Water Main and/or Storm and Sanitary Sewer Repairs with Matina & Sons as part of the Riverside Cooperative 35RC; and


WHEREAS, the Master Contract from Tenafly, the lead agency, allows for the contract with Matina and Sons to be extended for one year.


WHEREAS, the resolution should have amended the contract with Matina & Sons instead of awarding a new contract.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that resolution #08-l45 hereby be rescinded.

May 19, 2008
********
#08-215 Rescind Resolution #08-202

WHEREAS, Resolution #08-202 a resolution to Authorize Capital Alternatives Corporation to Make Application to the County of Bergen for the Acquisition of Land for Block 414, Lot 1.02.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that resolution #08-202, dated May 5, 2008 is hereby rescinded.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to change her records accordingly.

May 19, 2008

********

#08-216 Rescind Resolution #08-203

WHEREAS, Resolution #08-203 a resolution to Authorize Capital Alternatives Corporation to Make Application to the County of Bergen for the Acquisition of Land for Block 503, Lot 3.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that resolution #08-203, dated May 5, 2008 is hereby rescinded.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to change her records accordingly.

May 19, 2008

********

#08-217 Amend Contract with Matina & Sons for Emergency Repairs and Maintenance of the Water Main and/or Storm and Sanitary Sewer Repairs
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 48:11-11(5) authorizes contracting units to enter into Cooperative Pricing Agreements; and
WHEREAS, the Borough of Tenafly is the Lead Agency for the Riverside Cooperative and awarded a contract to Matina & Sons, Inc. for Emergency Water Main and/or Storm and Sanitary Sewer Repairs for the initial term of February 1, 2007 ending January 31, 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Master contract provided that the municipalities of the Riverside Cooperative shall have the right to extend the term for an additional one(l) year at the same terms, conditions and unit prices; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, adopted Resolution #07-64 on January 23, 2007 awarding a contract to Matina & Sons, Inc., 220 Filippe Ct., Paramus, N.J. from February 1, 2007 to January 31, 2008.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge does hereby exercise said option for an additional one(l) year covering the Scope of Work and Schedule of Prices set forth in Article I of the Master contract, which shall remain unchanged during the extended Contract term.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute an amendatory contract with Matina & Sons, Inc. to extend their contract to January 31, 2009.
May 19, 2008
********
#08-218   Amend Agreement with Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 110 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 for Professional Services as Labor Attorney for the Borough


WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain legal services for the purpose of Labor and Employment Services; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 110 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 on January 1, 2008 via resolution #08-25 in the amount of $3,000.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for legal services; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on May 19, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-168 of the Current Fund in an amount not to exceed $4,000.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor an Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an amended agreement with Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 110 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 in the amount of $4,000.00.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

May 19, 2008

********
#08-219 Resolution Authorizing Inclusion in the Bergen County Community Development Program


WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to the County of Bergen under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended and HOME Investment Partnership Act of 1990, as amended; and


WHEREAS, the current Interlocal Services Agreement contains an automatic renewal clause to expedite the notification of the inclusion process; and


WHEREAS, by May 23, 2008 each municipality must notify the Bergen County Division of Community Development of its intent to continue as a participant in the Urban County entitlement programs noted above; and


WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough of River Edge and its residents to participate in said programs.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that it hereby notifies the Bergen County Division of Community Development of its decision to be included as a participant municipality in the Urban County entitlement programs being the Community Development Block Grant Program and Home Investment Partnership Act Program for the Program Years 2009, 2010 and 2011 (July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2012).


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Bergen County Division of Community Development no later than May 23, 2008.
May 19, 2008

********
#08-220 Report Investments Pursuant to the Cash Management Plan


BE IT RESOLVED that the following investments and deposits made pursuant to the Cash Management Plan of the Borough of River Edge are hereby confirmed and accepted by the Governing Body.


Months of November and December 2007







   Book     Earned      Market
Int.

Name of Institution   Amount
  Type   Value    Income
 Value
Rate
N.J. Cash Management $3,600,000*CMB
$3,600,000
$143,283.23
$3,600,000
4.74

Fund

Valley

   $  300,000 CD
$  300,000
$ 15,450.00
$  300,000
5.15

2/26/07-2/26/08

*Amount Changes Month to Month

May 19, 2008

********
#08-221 Report Investments Pursuant to the Cash Management Plan


BE IT RESOLVED that the following investments and deposits made pursuant to the Cash Management Plan of the Borough of River Edge are hereby confirmed and accepted by the Governing Body.


Months of January, February, March and April 2008








Book      Earned     Market
Int.

Name of Institution   Amount
    Type    Value
    Income      Value
Rate

N.J. Cash Management  $2,750,000* CMB $2,750,000 $ 34,382.34 $2,750,000
3.30

Fund

Valley

    $  300,000  CD  $  300,000 $ 15,450.00 $  300,000
5.15

2/26/07-2/26/08

*Amount Changes Month to Month

May 19, 2008

********
#08-222   Grant Raffle License to the River Edge Cultural Center


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an Off Premise  Prize Raffle to be issued to the River Edge Cultural Center, 201 Continental Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #605, I.D. 423-5-33776 to take place at 201 Continental Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey on July 13, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

May 19, 2008

********

#08-223  Enter Into Agreement with Mason-Helmstetter Associates LLC, 336 Boulevard, Box 336, Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey 07604, for Professional Services for Expert Appraisal for Block 1004, Lot 38.03, 340 Bogert Road

WHEREAS, there exists a need for an expert appraisal to conduct the necessary research, study and analysis of 340 Bogert Road, Block 1004, Lot 38.03 for the purpose of determining the current market value of this property as part of a redevelopment plan; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-028 of the Current Fund in the amount not to exceed $2,200.00.  

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $125.00 per hour. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC, 336 Boulevard, Box 336, Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey, 07604 in an amount not to exceed $2,200.00.

2.  The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and               

3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4.  That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

May 19, 2008

********
#08-224  Authorize Capital Alternatives Corporation to Make Application to the County of Bergen


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge desire that an application be made to the County of Bergen for aid under the Bergen County Community Development Block Grant Program:

            Acquisition of Land – Block 503, Lot 3


WHEREAS, the Council has determined that such application should be prepared by Capital Alternatives Corporation, the grants specialists engaged by the municipality for assistance in such matters.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Capital Alternatives Corporation is authorized to prepare, assemble and submit the necessary documentation on behalf of the Borough of River Edge for the stated project.

May 19, 2008

********
#08-225  Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a grant for a Municipal Alliance on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in the amount of $12,750.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Unappropriated Reserve for Municipal Alliance on


Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Grant   ……………………………………$12,750.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $12,750.00 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues



Municipal Alliance on Alcoholism

 

and Drug Abuse Grant…………………………………………………………………$12,750.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.
May 19, 2008

********
Councilwoman Walker-questioned whether she should vote on this resolution due to the fact that she has not been a part of any of the discussions pertaining to the River Dell budget.

Mayor Watkins-asked Councilman Higgins to explain what went on at the sub-committee meetings regarding the River Dell budget.

Councilman Higgins-explained in detail what was discussed at the meetings between the sub-committees from both River Edge and Oradell and the budget cut line items that were amicably agreed upon by both parties.
Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve resolution #08-226.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher abstained and Councilman Lau was absent.

#08-226  River Dell School Budget Review


WHEREAS, the voters of the Borough of Oradell have passed the River Dell Regional Board of Education 2008-2009 Budget and the Borough of River Edge rejected the River Dell Regional Board of Education 2008-2009 Budget at the annual district school election; and


WHEREAS, the sum of the vote of the two municipalities resulted in a defeat of the River Dell Regional Board of Education 2008-2009 Budget; and


WHEREAS, the budget was submitted to the voters of the Borough of River Edge as follows:


GENERAL TAX FUND LEVY




$22,827,722.00


WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-37, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge and the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Oradell consulted with the River Dell Board of Education on May 9, 2008, after receipt of said budget; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body has reviewed the defeated school budget to determine the amounts of money necessary to provide a thorough and efficient education by the River Dell Regional Board of Education as follows:


ORIGINAL GENERAL TAX FUND LEVY



$22,827,722.00


REDUCTION







    250,000.00


TOTAL AMOUNT OF TAX LEVY TO BE CERTIFIED


$22,577,722.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the aforesaid amounts be raised by taxation, as required by law.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council recommend the River Dell Regional Board of Education enact the budget reductions noted below:

Account Number

Title






Amount
12-000-400-932
Capital Outlay – Transfer to Capital Reserve
$ 44,157

11-140-100-101
High School Teacher Salary



$ 44,000

11-000-291-271
Benefits – Medical/Dental



$ 17,189

11-190-100-610
Supplies






$ 30,000

11-190-100-640
Textbooks






$  7,000

11-000-261-420
Operations/Maintenance-Maintenance Repairs
$  5,000

11-000-270-511
Transportation – Regular



$  5,000

11-000-223-610
Professional Development – Supplies


$  2,000

11-000-221-610
Other Support – Supplies



$  5,000

11-130-100-101
Middle School Teacher’s Salary


$ 23,000

11-000-221-105
Other Support – Clerical



$ 27,654

11-000-100-566
Outgoing Tuition – Private Placement

$ 40,000






Total Reductions


$250,000

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amount as determined herein shall be certified by the Borough Clerk to the Board of Taxation of Bergen County and that certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the said County Board of Taxation, Bergen County Superintendent of Schools and the River Dell Regional Board of Education on or before

May 19, 2008.
May 19, 2008

********
08-227 Authorize Mayor and Administrator to Sign Speed Enforcement Grant


BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Administrator are hereby authorized to sign the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety’s 2008 “Obey the Signs or Pay the Fines” Speed Enforcement Grant.

May 19, 2008

*******
#08-228 Resolution to Establish a Policy on Death Certificate Fee Refunds


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge has received requests for the refund of death certificates; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have issued refunds based on a specific set of circumstances; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body now desires to establish a policy with regard to future refunds requested for death certificates; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are sympathetic to those families of employees and/or volunteers who may make future requests; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body now finds that it is not in the best interest of all the taxpayers of the Borough of River Edge to create an unlimited number of exceptions as to who would pay for fees and permits and who does not.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that it is the policy of the Borough of River Edge not to make refunds of any fees or permits unless evidence can be provided as to an error on the part of the Borough of River Edge.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is instructed to provide this resolution to any and all who make a request for a refund of a fee or permit.

May 19, 2008
********
#08-229 Execute a Grant Agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Howland Avenue (Section 4) Project


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge is requesting funding from the New Jersey Department of Transportation Municipal Aid Program.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of River Edge formally approves the grant application for the above stated project.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2008-River Edge Borough-00135 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of River Edge.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of River Edge and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.
May 19, 2008

********
#08-230  Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, revenues are on hand in the Grant fund; and


State and Federal Grant funds – Unappropriated


Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund ………………………………………………………………………$2,986.09


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund ……………………………………………………………………$2,986.09

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $2,986.09 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(B) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”



Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund ………………………………………………………$2,986.09


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.
May 19, 2008

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-231 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-231.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.

#08-231 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$219,430.76

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$291,377.08

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$  5,518.15     

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT 




$ 15,973.79       

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$  1,765.22

ANIMAL WELFARE





$     60.00 

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$  4,594.25   

May 19, 2008

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilwoman Walker-stated that she understood the frustration from the Developer that made his presentation this evening but feels that he must understand that this is never a quick process whether he is in front of the Council or Zoning Board.  Councilwoman Walker also stated that COAH regulations will definitely define what they will be able to do in the future and before they approve anything, they as a Council need to decide how they want to deal with the COAH.  She agreed with Councilman Smith and Councilman Higgins comments that we can’t be afraid to do things but we also have to look at what’s going on in our town.

Mayor Watkins-commented that when the Developer proposed the patio homes on that piece of property at a previous meeting, they never returned.  She stated that he commented that he was turned down but the Mayor said that they were never turned down for anything.

Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that it is the objective of the Governing Body to insure that whatever ratables are produced, offset the tax burden and benefit the community.  In that benefit, we need to insure that the ultimate and final vision is done with a global vision to the desired goal.  Councilwoman Fletcher also stated the importance of insuring that we don’t compromise the integrity of the community by doing projects that cost taxpayers more than the revenues that are brought in.  She further stated that the school system and the state mandates imposed upon our school system, drives the greatest increase and cost, she feels it’s prudent to be sensitive to those numbers.  She stated that its not the objective of any of the council members to have zero children, but it is certainly warranted to ask the question each and every time to insure that the impact to the community is a positive net impact as every child costs this district $10,000 a year.  She attended a presentation at the Middle School called OVIS which stood for “Our Voices in Society” where students voiced their opinions on social issues.  Councilwoman Fletcher spoke about the Relay for Life event that was held over the weekend and announced that $73,000.00 was raised which made it a very successful event.  She felt that it was a very moving event and was surprised to learn how many cancer survivors are in our community.  She commended the students who spoke with eloquence and dignity about a very difficult issue.
Mayor Watkins-also commented on how wonderful the OVIS presentation was.

Councilman Higgins-agreed with Councilwoman Walker that the developer was frustrated this evening but also feels that they need to keep the lines of communication open so that everyone can come up with a project that will work best for the town and its residents.  Councilman Higgins spoke of the Relay for Life Event and how he feels that it’s wonderful because it set a great example for young people in teaching a lesson in giving back to the community.  He also mentioned an event that he, the Mayor and Chris Lau had attended for Father Brogan and Father German in celebration of their many years of service to the church and community.  He mentioned the frustration that the Historic Commission is having over the renovation New Jersey Transit is doing to the River Edge Train Station.  He attended an extraordinary photography exhibit at the Cultural Center over the weekend and encouraged people to go and see it if they have the opportunity.  Councilman Higgins congratulated the Wrestling Team for their dedication in winning the State Championship.  He mentioned the report that Chief Cariddi has made during the work session pertaining to several issues such as parking and training that the Police Department does and feels that River Edge is very well protected.  He spoke about the tax bill stuffer which will show the allocation of money and an increase in the municipal portion.  He feels that they are still running things very efficiently considering that have sustained a $158,000 loss in state aid.  Councilman Higgins reminded everyone that Monday is Memorial and asked everyone to support those who are serving and those who have served for our country.
Councilman Felice-commented that he is satisfied with the support of both Governing Bodies who came up with a 1.1% reduction in the River Dell budget.  He spoke about the developer that had come up this evening and feels that there is going to be a risk in whatever they do and feels that they need to get into a dialogue with business and property owners to move forward to improve the community.  He feels that COAH is a good idea to bring in sustainable workforce to work in the stores and businesses.  He spoke about the condos on Kinderkamack Road that are still vacant and feels that the house next door which the Historic Commission pushed to be designated historic, is a detriment to the marketability of the condos.   Councilman Felice feels that they as a council need to look at what they can do today to revitalize the community and look to the future to improve the quality of life for our residents.
Councilman Smith-reported that he has heard back from the Census Bureau that they have received all of our reports and the reports have met their requirements.  Councilman Smith commented positively on the report received from Chief Cariddi and also commented on the progress that Joe Clementi is making with several properties around town.  He spoke about the information Joe has provided with regard to the neon and LED signs and suggested that the Council make a decision as to what they want to do with that.  He mentioned that the Fire Department has received permission from the owner of 238 Van Saun Drive which will be partially demolished to do training tomorrow evening.  He stated that the Fire Department will be putting flags on all of the gravesites of past members throughout New Jersey for Memorial Day.  Councilman Smith also attended the OVIS program at the Middle School and was very impressed with the students.  He also was very impressed with the twelve teenagers that he worked with on the Relay for Life and their commitment during the entire process.  They were very willing to help with the fundraising and participated in the walk itself well into the night.  He was very pleased that he participated in this very moving event.  He spoke briefly about why he thinks plans that they are being presented have housing and he feels that reason is because the properties that are open are not commercial land.  He further stated that when developers look at these parcels they see residential, not commercial or even mixed use.  He feels that in order to slow that part of it down, the Council needs to look at some of the areas that are purely residential and decide whether they should be changed to mixed use.  If the Council has an opinion one way or another, they should pass it on to the Planning Board and ask them to review it as an overall look as to what fits best in River Edge.  He informed everyone that DPW had their inspection by PMK and received a score of 94.  He again thanked everyone for participating and donating in the Relay for Life event and looks forward to participating next year.
Mayor Watkins-agreed that it is a very good cause and was disappointed that she was unable to attend.  She also congratulated the wrestling team for winning the championship and thanked all those who volunteer for the community.  The Mayor stated that the Council has a lot to think about so that we can move forward in redevelopment. 
ADJOURNMENT – 8:55 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau was absent.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk
