
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, February 4, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman

Smith to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council for the regular meeting of January 14, 2008 and the work session meeting of January 28, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –

Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring March 3, 2008 as New Jersey Education Association’s Read Across America-NJ into the record as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, the citizens of River Edge stand firmly committed to  promoting reading as the catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of the future, and their ability to compete in a global economy ; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has provided significant leadership in the area of community involvement in the education of our youth, grounded in the principal that educational investment is the key to the community’s well-being and long-term quality of life; and

WHEREAS, NEA’s Read Across America, a national 

celebration of reading, will be conducted on March 3, 2008, which would have been the 104th birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss; and

WHEREAS, Read Across America-NJ is being conducted statewide by the New Jersey Education Association, in partnership with the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, the New Jersey Library Association, Saturn-UAW, and their local affiliates across the state to promote reading and adult involvement in the education of our community’s students.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge calls on the citizens of River Edge to assure that every child is in a safe place reading together with a caring adult on March 3, 2008.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Governing Body enthusiastically endorses NEA’s Read Across America and Read Across America-NJ, and recommits our community to engage in programs and activities to make America’s children the best readers in the world.





               Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

February 4, 2008
********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve the re-appointment of Lisa Aljian, Esq. as the Zoning Board Attorney.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the re-appointment of Saverio V. Cereste, Esq. as the Planning Board Attorney.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Anne Marie Thomas, 266 Manchester Road, to the Environmental Commission as Alternate #2 to December 31, 2010.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the hire of Kevin Joyce, 807 Godwin Road, Paramus, New Jersey, 07652, as a Fire Inspector, at an hourly rate of $23.50, not to exceed 10 hours per week, with a six-month probationary period, effective February 5, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of Dolores Kane, River Edge Public Library, Circulation Department, from an annual salary of $43,543.00 to $47,026.00 due to an increase in longevity from 6% to 8%, effective February 1, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the hire of Robert Ford, 3 Wadsworth Court, Teaneck, N.J. as a part-time Dispatcher for the Police Department, at an hourly rate of $17.84, effective February 5, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman smith to approve the appointment of Yoshikazu Aono, 934 Laurel Avenue, River Edge, as Alternate #1 to the Historic Commission to 12/31/11, effective February 5, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the overtime payment to Joseph Zemaites, Police Dispatcher, in the amount of $273.26 representing 32 and one-half hours of work in 2005 and 2007.  These hours are in excess of a 40 hour work week and therefore are required to be paid under the Fair Labor Standards Act. 


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Residents of Gates Avenue - 1/17/08





Re:  Thank You


Notice
-
Zoning Board of Adjustment – 1/18/08





Re:  Hearing for 191 Tenney Avenue


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 1/22/08





Re:  Meeting 1/26/08


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 1/22/08





Re:  Meeting 1/23/08


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 1/23/08





Re:  Ordinance for Fees in Justice Center





  Parking Lot


Letter
-
Arthur Gallagher – 1/24/08





Re:  Noise Pollution/NJ Transit Trains


Letter
-
NJ League of Municipalities – 1/25/08





Re:  Home Ownership Preservation


Letter
-
PSE&G – 1/25/08





Re:  NJ Administrative Code Changes


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 1/29/08





Re:  Leasehold-Child Care/Educational Facility





  Portion of Lot Only Unrestricted Use


Letter
-
Rutgers – 1/30/08





Re:  Coleen Goddel-Completion of Introduction





   To Planning & Zoning Administration

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
December 12, 2007


Historic Commission

-
November 2007


Fire Prevention


-
October-December, 2007


Library Board


-
January 2008

Planning Board


-
November 15, 2007


Planning Board


-
December 20, 2007


Code Enforcement


-
January 2008


Department of Public Works
-
January 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1602 as follows:

Ordinance #1602 -AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING”OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1602 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1602

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING”OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 416 “Zoning” be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I:
Section 416-13(c) “Side and Rear Yard Exceptions” change to “Side, Front and Rear Yard Exceptions”.

Section II:
Section 416-13(c) amended to add:

(4) Covered front porches and awnings may project no more than five (5) feet into a required front yard setback and may total no more that thirty five (35) square feet in area and may not exceed the first story of the building in height.

Section III: All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section IV:
If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section V:
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.

Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1603 as follows:
Ordinance #1603 – AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2007


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1603 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1603   

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2007
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge:

Section 1:  The compensation for the full-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge hire before October 1, 2007 for the year 2007 shall be as follows:








   2007

Hourly


Annually

POLICE






Lieutenant





 

$103,691 - $107,838

Sergeant







$ 96,010 - $ 99,850

Captain





 

$104,865 - $109,057

Patrolman 1







$ 88,898 - $ 92,454

Patrolman 2





 

$ 79,935 - $ 83,133

Patrolman 3







$ 71,496 - $ 74,356

Patrolman 4






 
$ 66,200 - $ 68,869

Patrolman 5






 
$ 56,369 - $ 58,624 

Patrolman Probationary (second 6 months)
 

$ 41,600 - $ 43,264

Patrolman Probationary (first 6 months)   

$ 33,420 - $ 34,757

The compensation for the full-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge hired on or after October 1, 2007 for the year 2007 shall be as follows:

Patrolman 1







$ 84,887 - $ 88,198

Patrolman 2





 

$ 76,261 - $ 79,235

Patrolman 3







$ 68,139 - $ 70,796

Patrolman 4






 
$ 63,061 - $ 65,520

Patrolman 5






 
$ 53,579 - $ 55,669

Patrolman 6

Patrolman Probationary (second 6 months)
 

$ 39,365 - $ 40,900

Patrolman Probationary (first 6 months)   

$ 31,492 - $ 32,720

In addition to the salaries set forth above, all full time employees holding these positions listed herein shall have added to base pay the following percentage computed on the basis of the prevailing salary:

During:     5 - 8 years of service - 2%

9 -l2 years of service - 4%

l3-l6 years of service - 6%

17-20 years of service - 8%

21 Plus years of service-10%


In addition to the salaries set forth above, Police Officers of the Borough of River Edge covered under the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the River Edge PBA, Local 201 and the River Edge Superior Officers Association January 1, 2007 through December 3l, 2009 shall have added to the base pay holidays.


Section 2: In addition to the salaries set forth herein, Police Officers of the Borough of River Edge covered under the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the River Edge Police Benevolent Association Local 20l, January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2009 shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the Collective Bargaining Agreement with River Edge PBA Local 201, January 1, 2007 through December 3l, 2009.

Any difference in terms between the above Agreement and Ordinance, the Agreement will be deemed dispositive.


Section 3.  In addition to the salaries set forth herein, Police Officers of the Borough of River Edge covered under the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the River Edge Superior Officers Association, for the years January l, 2007 through December 3l, 2009 shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the SOA, for the years January l, 2007 through December 3l, 2009.

Any difference in terms between the above Agreement and Ordinance, the Agreement will be deemed dispositive.


Section 4.  The salaries, wages or compensation of all officers and employees shall be paid in twenty-four (24) installments, or upon presentation of duly executed vouchers as required by law.


Section 5.  This ordinance shall take effect as of January 1, 2007 when passed and published as required by law.








   











___________________________________








Margaret F. Watkins, Mayor



ATTEST:

_________________________________

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

DATED:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1604 as follows:

Ordinance #1604 – AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2008


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1604 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1604   

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2008
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge:

Section 1:  The compensation for the full-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge hire before October 1, 2008 for the year 2008 shall be as follows:








   2008

Hourly


Annually

POLICE






Lieutenant





 

$103,691 - $112,421

Sergeant







$ 96,010 - $104,094

Captain





 

$104,865 - $113,691

Patrolman 1







$ 88,898 - $ 96,383

Patrolman 2





 

$ 79,935 - $ 86,666

Patrolman 3







$ 71,496 - $ 77,516

Patrolman 4






 
$ 66,200 - $ 71,795

Patrolman 5






 
$ 56,369 - $ 61,115 

Patrolman Probationary (second 6 months)
 

$ 41,600 - $ 45,103

Patrolman Probationary (first 6 months)   

$ 33,420 - $ 36,234

The compensation for the full-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge hired on or after October 1, 2007 for the year 2008 shall be as follows:

Patrolman 1







$ 88,198 - $ 96,383

Patrolman 2





 

$ 79,235 - $ 87,484

Patrolman 3







$ 70,796 - $ 78,589

Patrolman 4






 
$ 65,520 - $ 69,693

Patrolman 5






 
$ 55,669 - $ 60,798

Patrolman 6







$ 41,253 - $ 51,902

Patrolman Probationary (second 6 months)
 

$ 40,900 - $ 43,006

Patrolman Probationary (first 6 months)   

$ 32,720 - $ 34,111

In addition to the salaries set forth above, all full time employees holding these positions listed herein shall have added to base pay the following percentage computed on the basis of the prevailing salary:

During:     5 - 8 years of service - 2%

9 -l2 years of service - 4%

l3-l6 years of service - 6%

17-20 years of service - 8%

21 Plus years of service-10%


In addition to the salaries set forth above, Police Officers of the Borough of River Edge covered under the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the River Edge PBA, Local 201 and the River Edge Superior Officers Association January 1, 2007 through December 3l, 2009 shall have added to the base pay holidays.


Section 2: In addition to the salaries set forth herein, Police Officers of the Borough of River Edge covered under the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the River Edge Police Benevolent Association Local 20l, January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2009 shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the Collective Bargaining Agreement with River Edge PBA Local 201, January 1, 2007 through December 3l, 2009.

Any difference in terms between the above Agreement and Ordinance, the Agreement will be deemed dispositive.


Section 3.  In addition to the salaries set forth herein, Police Officers of the Borough of River Edge covered under the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the River Edge Superior Officers Association, for the years January l, 2007 through December 3l, 2009 shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the SOA, for the years January l, 2007 through December 3l, 2009.

Any difference in terms between the above Agreement and Ordinance, the Agreement will be deemed dispositive.


Section 4.  The salaries, wages or compensation of all officers and employees shall be paid in twenty-four (24) installments, or upon presentation of duly executed vouchers as required by law.


Section 5.  This ordinance shall take effect as of January 1, 2008 when passed and published as required by law.








   











___________________________________







Margaret F. Watkins, Mayor

     

ATTEST:
_________________________________

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

DATED:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1601 as follows:

Ordinance #1601 – AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2008

Ordinance #1601 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith at the January 14, 2008 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1601  

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2008
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge:

Section 1:  The compensation for the full-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge for the year 2008 shall be as follows:









2008

POLICE 




Hourly                Annually
Chief



             


$100,000 - $143,900

Secretary







$ 25,000 - $ 44,900

Police Dispatcher






$ 22,300 - $ 48,350

Police Administrative Coordinator



$ 16,l50 - $ 51,375

Records Clerk






$ l6,l50 - $ 43,250


BOROUGH HALL 

Mayor





      

$      1 - $  5,000

Each Council Person
 

      
     
$      1 - $  4,000

Borough Administrator


      

$      1 - $ 24,500

Chief Financial Officer


     


$ 52,000 - $136,800

Borough Clerk



      

$ l6,150 - $ 67,450

Deputy Borough Clerk


      

$ 16,150 - $ 52,600

Clerk/Typist






$ 16,l50 - $ 42,750    

Accounts Payable Clerk





$ 16,l50 - $ 43,250

Secty. to Health Exec.  & Board of Health


$ 16,l50 - $ 44,900      Registrar of Vital Statistics



$  1,400 - $  2,280

Election Official






$    350 - $  1,350

Accounts Supervisor


     


$ 16,150 - $ 66,500

Tax Collector






$ l6,l50 - $ 60,580

Assistant Tax Collector



    

$    550 - $  2,030    

Construction Code Cont.Pers.




$ 16,l50 - $ 57,330

Principal Clerk/Typist





$ l6,l50 - $ 42,450

Court Administrator





$ 16,150 - $ 51,375

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Superintendent of Public Works



$ 52,000 - $139,000

Office Manager/Administrative Assistant


$ 16,150 - $ 45,975

LIBRARY 
Director 







$ 46,050 - $ 94,525

Reference 







$ 25,000 - $ 59,500

Circulation







$ 25,000 - $ 59,500

Children's Librarian





$ 26,000 - $ 64,900

Adults Svs./Reference





$ 23,900 - $ 58,405

Assistant Circulation





$ 14,500 - $ 37,325

Clerical







$ 14,500 - $ 32,125


Section 4. Longevity.  In addition to the salaries set forth above, all full time employees holding these positions listed herein shall have added to base pay the following percentage computed on the basis of the prevailing salary:

Date of Employment Pre- l/l/94

Date of Employment Post - l/l/94

During:





During:

5 - 8 years of service - 2%
5 - 8 years of service-2%-not to exceed $480

9 -l2 years of service - 4%
9 -l2 years of service-4%-not to exceed $960

l3-l6 years of service - 6%
l3-l6 years of service-6%-not to exceed $l,400

l7-20 years of service - 8%
l7-20 years of service-l0%-not to exceed $l,920

21 Plus years of service-10%
21 Plus years of service-l0%-not to exceed $2,400

Section 5. Compensation for the following part-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge for the year 2008 is hereby supplemented and amended as follows:

Hourly

      

Annually

Assessor




     


$l6,650 -$ 35,550

Construction Official





$ 2,750 -$ 16,125

Building & Sub-Code Officer




$ 2,750 -$ 12,075

Fire Code Sub-Code Officer                 

$ 2,750 -$ 12,075

Payroll Clerk






$16,l50 -$ 43,210

Accounts Receivable Clerk    
   $7.00-$21.05     

Zoning Officer






$ 2,750 -$ 14,375

Building Inspector





$ 8,000 -$ 21,550

Plumbing Sub-Code Officer.




$ 2,750 -$ 14,400

Electrical Sub-Code Officer




$ 2,750 -$ l4,400

Code Enforcer


   $7.00-$26.75

Emergency Management Coord.

  
            $ 2,750 -$ l2,605

Deputy Emergency Management Coord.



$     l -$  2,800

Fire Inspector


   $7.00-$24.95

Fire Official 





      $ 8,550 -$ l9,000

Assessor/Planning/Zoning Clerk   $7.00-$21.05
      $13,950 -$ 32,900

Custodian/Borough Hall





$l3,950 -$ 25,675

Borough Attorney





      $17,l00 -$ 27,150

Director of Soc.Serv.& Welf.     $7.00-$24.95

$   535 -$  8,375

Director of Recreation





$10,700 -$ 51,925

Camp Director(s)






$ 1,000 -$  4,315 
    

Assistant Camp Director





$ 1,000 -$  3,250


Camp Office Manager





$   100 -$  l,625

Arts & Craft Leader





$   100 -$  l,625


Unit Leader(s)






$   100 -$  l,625


Assistant Unit Leaders





$   100 -$  l,510


Counselors



            

$   100 -$  l,300


Park Attendant KBG               $ 7.00-$l7.00

Director of Night Recreation




$   100 -$  3,250  

Assistant Dir. of Night Recreation



$   100 -$  2,700

School Crossing Guards       
   $ 7.00-$20.25





Health Nurse



     

     
$22,250 -$ 46,500

Deputy Registrar of Vital 

      Statistics


   $ 7.00-$39.00

Municipal Judge






$ll,l00 -$ l8,900

Prosecutor

     





$ 3,300 -$  7,375

Bus/Van Driver


   $ 7.00-$15.35

Bus/Van Dispatchers

   $ 7.00-$15.35

Deputy Court Administrator   
   $ 7.00-$21.05

Temp.Clerical Employees      
   $ 7.00-$21.05

Court Officer


   $ 7.00-$20.25

Police Matron

         $ 7.00-$20.25

Police Dispatcher
  

   $ 7.00-$21.05

Clerk/Typist/Recycling Clerk




$13,900 - $ 32,865

Recycling Caretaker/Litter Enf.  $ 7.00-$16.85

Sewer Operator






$   600 - $  4,215

Extra Laborers


   $ 6.00-$23.75

Temporary Acting Superintendent


Of Public Works

   $55.00-$83.25

Fire Prev./Fire Dept./Emerg. 

 Management Clerk


   $ 7.00-$21.05   
      

Library Page


   $ 5.15-$11.50

Technical Serv.


   $ 7.00-$19.35

Bookkeeper/Secretary

   $ 7.00-$21.05

Computer



   $ 7.00-$19.35

Circulation



   $ 7.00-$21.05

Court Cashier/Clerk/Data Entry 

  Operator



   $ 7.00-$24.95

Tax Collection Clerk

   $ 7.00-$21.05

Code Inspector 


   $ 7.00-$21.05

Temporary Court Administrator
   $ 7.00-$39.00

Section 6:
The compensation for Judges who shall serve in the absence of the Municipal Court Judge, shall be paid whenever required, on a varying scale of ZERO to EIGHTY-FIVE dollars ($0 - $85.00) per hour, upon presentation of duly executed voucher as required by law.


Section 7:  The compensation for Prosecutors who shall serve in the absence of the Municipal Prosecutor, shall be paid whenever required, on a varying scale of ZERO to EIGHTY-FIVE dollars ($0 to $85.00) per hour, upon presentation of duly executed voucher as required by law.


Section 8:  In addition to the salaries set forth herein, non-contractual employees of the Borough of River Edge covered under this ordinance shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual adopted by Resolution #83-58, dated March 7, l983 as amended.


Any difference in terms between the above Manual and Ordinance, the Manual will be deemed dispositive.

Section 9:  In addition to the salaries set forth herein, the Borough Administrator of the Borough of River Edge covered under this ordinance shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in his contract as adopted by Resolution #90-70, dated May 7, l990, and Ordinance #l348, adopted September 4, 2001.


Section 10: In addition to the salaries set forth herein, Library employees of the Borough of River Edge covered under this ordinance shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the River Edge Free Public Library personnel policy.

Any difference in terms between the above policy and ordinance, the policy will be deemed dispositive.

Section 11: The salaries, wages or compensation of all officers and employees shall be paid in twenty-four (24) installments, or upon presentation of duly executed vouchers as required by law.

Section 12:  This ordinance shall take effect as of January 1, 2008 when passed and published as required by law.








___________________________________








Margaret F. Watkins, Mayor




      

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

DATED:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1601

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1601

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1601

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1601.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-68 through #08-78 and resolution #08-80 through #08-90.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-68 Endorse Municipal Open Space Department of Public Works   


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge adopted Resolution #06-234 on August 7, 2006; and


WHEREAS, a referendum was held on the question of creating a Municipal Open Space Trust Fund and was approved by the voters of the Borough of River Edge on November 7, 2006; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 14, 2008 to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on recommendations to spend the Municipal Open Space Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works of the Borough of River Edge submitted at the public hearing a plan for the maintenance of recreational parks for the Borough, a copy of which is on file with the Borough Clerk, not to exceed $23,300.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the Department of Public Works Plan as submitted at the public hearing, on file with the Borough Clerk, are hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Appropriated Budget for 2008 of $23,300.00 (Other Expenses) for the Maintenance of Lands for Recreation and Conservation purposes is hereby approved.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the Department of Public Works.

February 4, 2008

********

#08-69 Endorse Municipal Open Space Shade Tree Commission              


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge adopted Resolution #06-234 on August 7, 2006; and


WHEREAS, a referendum was held on the question of creating a Municipal Open Space Trust Fund and was approved by the voters of the Borough of River Edge on November 7, 2006; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 14, 2008 to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on recommendations to spend the Municipal Open Space Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Shade Tree Commission of the Borough of River Edge submitted at the public hearing a plan for the maintenance of Memorial Park and Brookside Park for the Borough, a copy of which is on file with the Borough Clerk, not to exceed $7,970.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the Shade Tree Commission Plan as submitted at the public hearing, on file with the Borough Clerk, are hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Appropriated Budget for 2008 of $7,970.00 (Other Expenses) for the Maintenance of Lands for Recreation and Conservation purposes is hereby approved.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the Shade Tree Commission.

February 4, 2008

********

#08-70 Endorse Municipal Open Space Beautification Committee              


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge adopted Resolution #06-234 on August 7, 2006; and


WHEREAS, a referendum was held on the question of creating a Municipal Open Space Trust Fund and was approved by the voters of the Borough of River Edge on November 7, 2006; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 14, 2008 to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on recommendations to spend the Municipal Open Space Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Beautification Committee of the Borough of River Edge submitted at the public hearing a plan for the maintenance of various parks for the Borough, a copy of which is on file with the Borough Clerk, not to exceed $5,276.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the Beautification Committee Plan as submitted at the public hearing, on file with the Borough Clerk, are hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Appropriated Budget for 2008 of $5,276.00 (Other Expenses) for the Maintenance of Lands for Recreation and Conservation purposes is hereby approved.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the Beautification Committee.

February 4, 2008

********

#08-71 Endorse Municipal Open Space 9/11 Memorial Plan              


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge adopted Resolution #06-234 on August 7, 2006; and


WHEREAS, a referendum was held on the question of creating a Municipal Open Space Trust Fund and was approved by the voters of the Borough of River Edge on November 7, 2006; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 14, 2008 to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on recommendations to spend the Municipal Open Space Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, the 9/11 Memorial representatives of the Borough of River Edge submitted at the public hearing a plan for a 9/11 Memorial, a copy of which is on file with the Borough Clerk, not to exceed $4,050.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the 9/11 Memorial Plan as submitted at the public hearing, on file with the Borough Clerk, are hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Appropriated Budget for 2008 of $4,050.00 (Other Expenses) for the Maintenance of Lands for Recreation and Conservation purposes is hereby approved.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the 9/11 representatives, the Library Board and the Library Director.

February 4, 2008

********

#08-72 Endorse Municipal Open Space Recreation Commission Plan              


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge adopted Resolution #06-234 on August 7, 2006; and


WHEREAS, a referendum was held on the question of creating a Municipal Open Space Trust Fund and was approved by the voters of the Borough of River Edge on November 7, 2006; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 14, 2008 to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on recommendations to spend the Municipal Open Space Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission of the Borough of River Edge submitted at the public hearing a plan for the maintenance of recreational parks for the Borough, a copy of which is on file with the Borough Clerk, not to exceed $76,025.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the Recreation Commission Plan as submitted at the public hearing, on file with the Borough Clerk, are hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Appropriated Budget for 2008 of $62,800.00 (Other Expenses) $7,725.00 (Salary and Wages) for the Maintenance of Lands and $5,500.00 (Other Expenses) Development for Recreation and Conservation purposes is hereby approved.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the Recreation Commission, Recreation Director and Shade Tree Commission

February 4, 2008

********

#08-73 Endorse Municipal Open Space Recreation Commission Plan              


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge adopted Resolution #06-234 on August 7, 2006; and


WHEREAS, a referendum was held on the question of creating a Municipal Open Space Trust Fund and was approved by the voters of the Borough of River Edge on November 7, 2006; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 14, 2008 to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on recommendations to spend the Municipal Open Space Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission of the Borough of River Edge submitted at the public hearing a plan for the development of lands for recreation and conservation, Stream Erosion Project – Phase I  for the Borough, a copy of which is on file with the Borough Clerk, not to exceed $47,250.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the Recreation Commission Plan as submitted at the public hearing, on file with the Borough Clerk, are hereby approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Appropriated Budget for 2008 of $47,250.00 (Other Expenses) Development for Recreation and Conservation purposes is hereby approved.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the Recreation Commission, Recreation Director and Shade Tree Commission

February 4, 2008

********

#08-74 Resolution Opposing Revisions to the Wrongful Death Statute


WHEREAS, on January 15, 2008, legislation requiring expansion of survivor recovery in the event of wrongful death was pocket vetoed by Governor Jon Corzine; and


WHEREAS, we are of the understanding, legislation is being drafted to incorporate a cap on damages for wrongful death; and


WHEREAS, liability claims are already increasing at the rate of 10% per year; and


WHEREAS, revisions to the Wrongful Death Act will add another 6% to 10% to this cost; and


WHEREAS, under the current Wrongful Death Act, family members can already collect substantial compensation for actual losses such as medical bills and lost income as well as loss of companionship; and


WHEREAS, revisions to the Wrongful Death Act will allow juries to award substantial, additional compensation for “emotional distress”; and


WHEREAS, revisions to Wrongful Death Act would be contrary to the principles in Title 59, the Tort Claims Act; and


WHEREAS, without the limitations in Title 59, it would be difficult for state, county and local government to respond to a wide range of emergency situations.


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that we urge the legislature to fully exempt Title 59 entities from any expansion of the Wrongful Death Act.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Senator Gerald Cardinale, Assemblyman John E. Rooney, Charlotte Valdervalk, Governor Jon Corzine, Senate President Richard “Dick” Codey, Assembly Speaker Joe Roberts, Municipal Excess Liability Fund and the New Jersey League of Municipalities.

February 4, 2008

********
#08-75 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services to Prepare the Control Plan for the Compost Site
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services to prepare the control plan for the compost site; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $1,500.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:
1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of   Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

February 4, 2008

*******

#08-76 Sale of Surplus Equipment

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge is the owner of various surplus equipment which is listed on file with the Borough Clerk, which is no longer needed for public use; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge desires to authorize the sale of this equipment at public sale pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-6, to the highest bidder.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The Borough of River Edge hereby declares the surplus equipment is no longer needed for public use.

2. The Borough of River Edge, its officers and attorney are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to proceed with a public sale of said surplus equipment.

3. The notice of the date, time and place of the public sale together with description of surplus equipment and the conditions of sale, shall be published in THE RECORD, the official newspaper of the Borough of River Edge, with the sale being held not less than seven(7) nor more than fourteen(l4) days after publication of said notice.  The surplus equipment will be sold on a cash basis to the highest bidder(s). 

4. No limit shall be placed on the number of surplus equipment that can be purchased by one bidder.

5. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

February 4, 2008

********
#08-77  Enter Into Agreement with Saverio V. Cereste, Esq., 1624 Center Avenue, Fort Lee, N.J. 07024 For Professional Services as Planning Board Attorney for the Borough of River Edge
WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Planning Board Attorney for legal services such as attendance at meetings of the Board, doing legal research and issuing oral and written legal opinions; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-166 of the Current Fund not to exceed $4,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Saverio V. Cereste, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Saverio V. Cereste, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Saverio V. Cereste, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour as Borough Planning Board Attorney; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, this contract will be retroactive to January 1, 2008.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Saverio V. Cereste, Esq.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law to Saverio V. Cereste, Esq., 1624 Center Avenue, Fort Lee, N.J. 07024.

4. A notice of this action shall be printed once in THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS.
February 4, 2008

********

#08-78  Enter Into Agreement with Lisa Aljian, Esq., Dunn, Lambert, LLC, The Atrium East 80 Route 4, Suite 170, Paramus, New Jersey, 07652 for Professional Services as Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney for the Borough of River Edge

WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney for legal services such as attendance at meetings of the Board, doing legal research and issuing oral and written legal opinions; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Lisa Aljian, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Lisa Aljian, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Lisa Aljian, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-165 of the Current Fund not to exceed $4,500.00.


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour as Borough Attorney; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Lisa Aljian, Esq., Dunn, Lambert, LLC, The Atrium, East 80 Route 4, Suite 170, Paramus, New Jersey, 07652.  

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and                                

3. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional       Service" in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts      Law to Lisa Aljian, Esq., Dunn Lambert, LLC, The Atrium, East 80 Route 4,     Suite 170, Paramus, New Jersey, 07652.

4. A notice of this action shall be printed once in THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS.
February 4, 2008

********

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to TABLE
Resolution #08-79.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.
TABLED



TABLED



TABLED

#08-79 Resolution Supporting the Establishment of a Hospital on the Pascack Valley Site


WHEREAS, Pascack Valley Hospital Association has filed a Petition for Bankruptcy, Case No. 07-23686, Chapter 11, which is pending before the Honorable Rosemary Gambardella, U.S.B.J.; and


WHEREAS, Pascack Valley Hospital was vitally important to our community as an employer of approximately 700 local residents and annually serviced approximately 14,000 in-patient admissions, 42,000 patient days, 5,500 operating room procedures, 11,000 same day center visits, over 1,000 births and approximately 23,000 emergency room visits; and


WHEREAS, the local economy and social services for our community are in large measure dependent upon a hospital, both as an employer of the skilled and unskilled medical work force residing in our area, and as a provider of social services and a healthcare safety net for our senior citizens and others; and


WHEREAS, Pascack Valley Hospital closed on November 21, 2007 and as a result, residents of our community have lost their access to acute care and uncounted other services; and


WHEREAS, the public interests of the region and the best interests of our community would be served if the hospital’s assets be returned to service promptly by a purchaser who will provide full healthcare services through a bona fide community hospital and acute care facility, as further evidenced by the State Department of Health award of a two year certificate of need; and


WHEREAS, we understand that prospective hospital operators may be in competition with other “for profit” business enterprises not advancing any of the public interests referred to above nor the parameters of the Borough’s Master Plan which provides for a Hospital zone; and


WHEREAS, we understand that a public auction of the assets of the debtor will take place on February 4, 2008 in the Chambers of the Honorable Rosemary Gambardella.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, on behalf of its residents, respectfully requests the Honorable Rosemary Gambardella to take into consideration the far reaching effects of this process on the public interest, the local medical workers, the volunteer emergency services and the potentially lost lives resulting from the absence of a local hospital when evaluating the bids made during the auction process and granting due recognition to the inherent value of all of the public benefits associated with such a facility.

February 4, 2008

********
#08-80 Amend Award of Bid for the Restoration & Retrofitting of the Department of Public Works Building to Remm Construction Co., Inc., 45 Whitney Road, Mahwah, New Jersey 07430


WHEREAS, the bid for the Restoration & Retrofitting of the Department of public Works Building was awarded to the lowest bidder, Remm Construction Co., Inc., 45 Whitney Road, Mahwah, New Jersey 07430 via resolution #07-446 at the Sine Die meeting of the Mayor and Council on January 1, 2008; and


WHEREAS, it was awarded with a base bid amount of $241,700.00, Alternate #1 in the amount of $30,000.00 and $400.00 each for ten (10) sprinkler heads totaling $4,000.00 for a total amount not to exceed $275,700.00; and


WHEREAS, Alternate #2 was omitted from the resolution and the contract showing a decrease of ($5,000.00) and should have been included in the bid award; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1576-400 of the Capital Fund in the amount of $200,000.00 and Account #01-2010-46-8703-100 of the Current Account in the amount of $70,000.00 with a total amount not to exceed $270,700.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the contract is hereby amended to include Alternate #2 ($5,000.00) to Remm Construction Co., Inc., 45 Whitney Road, Mahwah, New Jersey 07430 and the Clerk will send an amended contract to the contractor.

February 4, 2008
********
#08-81 Resolution to Refund Planning Board Escrow Money
WHEREAS, the following applications have been made to the Planning Board for Site Plan approval and have since received such approval; and

WHEREAS, all professionals have been paid.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to refund the following to:

Block/Lot


 Name/Address


    Amount


411/6 & 7


Paul Nigito



  $ 1,190.10






710 Center Avenue


1302/3


Hye Group – Tarpinian

  $29,590.00

February 4, 2008

********
#08-82 Enter Into a Shared Services Mutual Aid Agreement for the Critical Incident Task Force


WHEREAS, a Critical Incident Command and Communications Task Force has been formed to provide the skills and equipment necessary to better manage a disaster or major emergency; and


WHEREAS, this task force will be comprised of five municipalities, The Borough of Paramus, the Borough of Fair Lawn, the Village of Ridgewood, the City of Garfield and the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the goals of the task force include: two share command and communications vehicles, equipment, and manpower from each agency to form an integrated mobile operations center possessing the technology and trained personnel to manage a critical incident, to standardize equipment and purchase cooperatively; and


WHEREAS, this plan will provide a uniform procedure for the seamless transition of mutual aid between participating municipalities in the event of an emergency; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge hereby endorses the policies set forth by the Task Force and is in favor of the Borough participation in a Mutual Aid Plan and Shared Services Agreement.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that it endorses the concept of a Share Services Mutual Aid Agreement with the Borough of Paramus, the Borough of Fair Lawn, the Village of Ridgewood and the City of Garfield for the purposes proposed by the Critical Incident Command and Communications Task force and urges the early completion of a draft mutual aid agreement for final consideration and approval; and 


BE IT FURTHER THEREFORE RESOLVED that a Certified copy of this approved resolution be forwarded by the Borough Clerk to the Bergen County Division of Emergency Management, the Borough of Paramus, the Borough of Fair Lawn, the Village of Ridgewood and the City of Garfield.

February 4, 2008

********
#08-83 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the February 4, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-2/4-1

Personnel – PBA/SOA

   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




     Negotiations


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

February 4, 2008
********
#08-84 Change Order Approval and Amendatory Contract for the Restoration & Retrofitting of the Department of Public Works Building Project


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on January 1, 2008 via resolution #07-446 to Remm Construction Co., Inc., 45 Whitney Road, Mahwah New Jersey in the amount of $275,700; amended to include Alternate #2 ($5,000.00) decreasing the total amount to 270,700 via resolution #08-80; and


WHEREAS Change Order #1 in the amount of $2,093.00 reflects additional  materials needed i.e. additional receptacles, separate 20A 125V circuits for appliances and an additional telephone communication outlet; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session of February 4, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator, Superintendent of Public Works and the Consulting Architect have recommended the above change.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Remm Construction Co., Inc. for Change Order #1.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute said contract, and Change Order #1.

February 4, 2008

********
#08-85 Transfer of Funds in the Budget Appropriation Reserve


WHEREAS, various 2007 bills have been represented for payment this year, which bills were not covered by a purchase order number and/or recorded at the time of transfer between the 2007 Budget Appropriation Reserve in the last two months of 2007; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A4-59 provides that all unexpended balances carried forward after the close of the year are available, until lapsed at the close incurred during the preceding year, and allow transfers to be made from unexpended balances which are expected to be insufficient during the first three months on the succeeding year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the borough of River Edge that the transfer in the amount of $4,660.00 be made between the 2007 Budget Appropriation Reserve as follows:

FROM:  Municipal Court S/W 43-490l-0ll

        $1,000.00

  TO:  Municipal Clerk O/E 20-l202



  $l,000.00

FROM:  Financial Adm. S/W 20-l30l-0ll


  $  100.00

  TO:  Uniform Fire Safety S/W 25-265l-0ll

  $  100.00

FROM:  Municipal Clerk S/W 20-l20l-0ll


  $   60.00

  TO:  Recreation S/W 28-370l-0ll



  $   60.00

FROM:  Public Works Repair S/W 26-290l-0ll

  $3,000.00

  TO:  Fire Hydrant O/E 3l-4452-l00



  $3,000.00

FROM:  Other code Enforcer S/E 22-200l-0ll

  $  200.00

FROM:  Planning Board S/W 2l-l80l-0ll


  $  300.00

  TO:  Garbage & Trash –Apts. 26-3053-l00


  $  500.00

February 4, 2008

********
#08-86 Amend Award of Bid for the Wayne Avenue Pump Station to Hutton Construction, LLC, 4l Village Park Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey 07009


WHEREAS, the bid for the Wayne Avenue Pump Station  was awarded to the lowest bidder,  Hutton Construction, LLC, 4l Village Park Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey 07009 via resolution #07-414 at the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council on December l7, 2007; and


WHEREAS, it was awarded with a base bid amount of $718,729.00 and Alternate A and 1A in the amount of $20,000.00 for a total amount not to exceed $738,729.00; and


WHEREAS, Alternate A included item 1A for additional sewage pump in the amount of $10,000.00 and item 21A for the restoration of existing pump house in the amount of $20,000.00 for a total amount of $30,000.00 for Alternate A.


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2l50-55-l568-350 of the Capital fund in the amount of $l50,000.00; Account #0l-2l50-55-l586-200 of the Capital fund in the amount of $l00,000.00 and Account #04-2150-55-l591-200 in the amount of $498,729.00 for a total not to exceed amount of $748,729.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the contract is hereby amended to include both items as listed in Alternate A totaling $30,000 for a total amount not to exceed $748,729.00 to Hutton Construction, LLC, 4l Village Park Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey 07009 and the Clerk will send an amended contract to the contractor.

February 4, 2008

********
# 08-87  Approval of Amusement Machine License
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Borough of River Edge Ordinance #514, it is required that a license shall be issued for Amusement Machines in the Borough of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, an application has been received and a fee has been paid for an Amusement Machine License.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the following be granted an Amusement Machine License commencing on January 1, 2006 and expiring on December 3l, 2006 at midnight.


Sayat Nova Restaurant


T/A Feathers


77 Kinderkamack Road


Two Machines (2) $240.00

February 4, 2008

********
#08-88 Authorize Refund of Taxes Due to State Tax Court Judgments


WHEREAS, the Tax Office has received a County Board Judgment for the year 2005 on the following property reducing the assessment values for the year 2005 from 2,207,000 to 2,000,000 and a refund was issued for that specific year; and

WHEREAS, under the provision of N.J.S.A.54:51A-8 the Freeze Act was applicable for the years 2006 and 2007 (Freeze Act Years), the property owner will be entitled to a refund for the overpaid taxes for both years.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Accounts Supervisor refunds the following property owner and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot
Property owner
Tax Year

Refund Amount

1408/4
Crestview Assoc.
2006


$4,804.08






2007


$4,326.30
Total Refund

$9,130.38



Please make check payable to:

Crestview Assoc. LLC,

c/o John R. Lloyd, Esq.

Nowell Amoroso Klein Bierman, PA

155 Polifly Road

Hackensack, NJ 07601
February 4, 2008

********
#08-89 2008 Salary Resolution 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following officers and employees of the Borough of River Edge be compensated for the year 2008 in accordance with Ordinance #1601 effective January l, 2008 as follows:

   2008

Mayor and Council 





Annual

Hourly
Mayor




P/T Watkins, M.

$  5,000


Councilwoman


P/T Walker, W
. 
$  4,000


Councilman 



P/T Lau, C. 

$  4,000


Councilman 



P/T Higgins, J.

$  4,000

Councilman



P/T Felice, J.

$  4,000

Councilman 



P/T Smith, T.     
$  4,000

Councilwoman


P/T Fletcher, E.

$  4,000

General Administration  

Borough Administrator

Negreann, A.

$ 19,841 

Municipal Clerk

Borough Clerk


Dondiego, D.

$ 64,699  

Deputy Borough Clerk

O’Connell, J.

$ 48,832 


Construction/Code Enforcement
Building Inspector

P/T Streeter, M.

$ 15,000

Construction Official

P/T Byrnes, R.

$ 12,046 

Building Sub-Code Official
P/T Byrnes, R.

$  8,522 

Fire Sub-Code Official

P/T Byrnes, R.

$  7,404  

Plumbing Sub-Code/Inspector
P/T O'Dowd, J.

$ 10,317  

Electrical Sub-Code/Inspector
P/T Dalessio, M.

$ 10,317 

Construction Control Person
Pagan, R.


$ 53,413 

Other Code Enforcement Function

Zoning Officer


P/T Skerbetz, M.

$ 13,120 

Code Enforcer


P/T Clementi, J.        


$22.73

Property Maintenance Officer


Clerk



P/T Kiely, C.




$20.04

Code Inspector


P/T Sarafian, J.




$20.21

Assessment of Taxes

Tax Assessor


P/T Anzevino, J.

$ 22,626 

Financial Administration
Chief Financial Officer

Negreann, A.

$126,379

Accounts Supervisor/Deputy    

   Tax Collector


Silla, A.


$ 59,742 

Payroll Clerk

      P/T McDermott D.

$ 22,067 

Accounts Payable Clerk

Birnbaum, G.

$ 37,351  

Accounts Receivable Clerk
P/T Byrne, C.




$20.04

Revenue Administration







Tax Collector


P/T Bachok, Z. 

$31,377

Tax Collector Clerk

P/T Murphy, M.




$18.04

Legal
Borough Attorney


P/T Lindsley, W.

$ 18,000

Prosecutor



P/T Wall, T.

$  5,500 

Assessment of Taxes and

Planning/Zoning Board

Clerk/Typist


P/T Goddel, C.


to 1/8/08
$16.41









            fr 1/9/08
$18.04

Recording Secretary

P/T Brandau, M.




$18.04

Library       
Director



O’Connor, D.
      $ 83,665

Children's Librarian

Grunwerg, L.

$ 51,260

Reference Librarian

Churley, M.


$ 49,473

Circulation



Kane, D.


$ 42,640

Circulation



Cronin, M.


$ 30,877

Circulation Assistant

Sherger, M.


$ 28,346

Technical Services

Cali, P.


$ 29,283

Clerical



Ruiz, G.


$ 27,626

Bookkeeper/Secretary

P/T Walsh, M.




$19.55

Computer



P/T Lennox, M.




$18.04

Asst. Child Room


P/T Guliano, M.




$16.30

Circulation Assistant

P/T Dutta, D.




$13.32

Adult Services


P/T Kelemen, J.


 fr 1/22/08
$27.18

Municipal Court

Court Officer


P/T Mancuso, R.




$18.23

Municipal Judge


P/T Safro, B.

$ 13,500

Court Administrator

Patoray, N.


$ 53,413

Deputy Court Administrator
P/T Brothers, D.




$18.04

Court Cashier/Clerk/Data

   Entry Operator
 

P/T Grimaldi, S.




$24.78

   

                  P/T Grimaldi, K.




$20.04

Court Officer


P/T Schmitt, J.




$18.23

Health Department
Nurse




P/T Faustini, A.

$ 32,107

Secretary



San Jose, G.




$18.04

Registrar of Vital 

Statistics P/T

McDonald, J.

$  2,238 

Social Services

Director



P/T Getter, E.

$  3,710 

Emergency Management
Coordinator



P/T Berry, R.

$  7,824 

Deputy Coordinator

P/T Arakelian, Jr.
$  2,023 

Clerk/Typist


P/T Kiely, C.




$20.04

Fire Prevention
Fire Official


P/T Silverman, A.

$ 17,280

Inspector



P/T Drew, W.




$23.50

Inspector



P/T Maiocchi, C.




$23.50

Inspector



P/T Marcoux, C.




$23.50

Inspector



P/T Pfannen, K.




$23.50

Inspector



P/T Joyce, K.


  fr 2/5/08
$23.50

Clerk/Typist


P/T Kiely, C.




$20.04

Fire Department
Clerk/Typist 


P/T Kiely, C.




$20.04

Recreation


Director



McDonnell, B.

$ 46,518

Park Attendant KBG

P/T Etter, Jr., C.



$10.00

Department of Public Works





Superintendent


Lynch, J.


$110,403

General Foreman


Marion, M.


$ 87,630

Road Foreperson


Schick, T.


$ 69,753

Office Manager/Admin. Asst.
Hessman, L.


$ 40,181  

Custodian



Alvarez, F.


$ 23,233 




Bus Department

Bus/Van Driver


Noone, J.





$15.22






Biggar, D.(sub)




$15.22
Bus/Van Coordinator/Disp.
Smith, M.





$13.06






Singleton, G.




$13.06

Police Department
Chief




Starace, R.


$141,036 to 1/31/08






Cariddi, T.


$107,838 fr 2/1/08

Administrative Police Coord.
Marcoux, C.


$ 49,174 

Dispatcher



McDermott, E.

$ 43,355 

Dispatcher  


P/T Beattie, K.



  
$19.83

Dispatcher



P/T Zemaites, J.



 
$19.83

Secretary



Aiello, D. 


$ 40,559 

Records Clerk


Pomerantz, M.

$ 38,284 

Crossing Guards


P/T Aitkin, D.



 
$18.23

P/T Biggar, E.



  
$18.23






P/T Henry, P.



  
$18.23

P/T Hilb, M.



  
$18.23

P/T Dolan, W.




$18.23

P/T Klim, B.




$18.23

P/T Locantore, V.




$18.23






P/T Maugeri, J.



  
$18.23







P/T Gale, B.




$18.23






P/T Gale, T.




$18.23






P/T Nathan. R.




$18.23

P/T Schmitt, J.



  
$18.23

P/T Sheehy, M.



  
$18.23






P/T Slattery, J.



  
$18.23






P/T Viscardi, C.




$18.23






P/T Paolillo, R. (sub)


  
$18.23

P/T Shaner, H. (sub)


  
$18.23

P/T O’Donnell, J. (sub)



$18.23

P/T Crane, J. (sub)



$18.23

P/T Anastos, S. (sub)



$18.23

Sewer

Sewer Operator


Pampaloni, J.

 $  4,654

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any formal action by a governing body approving or disapproving a measure establishing or modifying the salaries, benefits, or other compensation of its employees shall occur no earlier than the tenth calendar day immediately following the meeting at which the measure was introduced and discussed.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the actions of the Chief Financial Officer, Accounts Supervisor and Payroll Clerk to pay these salaries and wages effective January 1, 2008 is hereby ratified.

February 4, 2008

********
#08-90 Authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to Sign Documents Relative for Hutton Construction to Obtaining a Permit from the NJDEP to Drill a Well at the Wayne Avenue Pump Station for Said Project


Whereas, the Borough of River Edge has entered into a Contract with Hutton Construction, LLC, 41 Village Park Rd., Cedar Grove, New Jersey, with regard to construction of the Wayne Avenue Pump Station Replacement Project; and

  
Whereas, the Borough Engineer and the Contractor have determined that the project requires the construction of a well on site for dewatering; and

  
Whereas the necessary well may only be constructed following application to and approval by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.
  
   
NOW THEREFORE be it RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and hereby are authorized to execute all necessary applications and other documents relative to obtaining a permit to drill the well at the Wayne Avenue Pump Station Replacement Project site.
February 4, 2008
********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-91 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-91.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-91 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$2,332,780.63

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$   15,248.55    

RECREATION ACCOUNT 




$    1,168.10  

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$
 958.27

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$      781.52  

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$    2,322.50

February 4, 2008

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Peggy White – 741 Center Avenue – asked why we didn’t light up the tree in front of Borough Hall with colored lights during the holidays.  She added that she does not feel it is sufficient that there is only a white tree lit in the park, noting that Oradell has a beautiful tree with colored lights.   She said that her neighbor called about the “suspicious” business in the building on the corner of Tenney and Kinderkamack and was pleased that Mark Skerbetz and the Building Department were quick to respond.

Phyllis Angelo – 594 Elm Avenue – informed the Mayor and Council that John Del Colle from New Jersey Transit told her that they will start renovating the River Edge Road train station commencing March 1st.  She added that they will be placing trailers there during the renovation.  She was very excited about the prospects of this project finally starting.

Gregg Cariddi, l93 Wayne Avenue – asked if everyone was getting mail from Dick O’Connor, a real estate agent from Dumont, telling residents that he would sell their homes without commission if they sign with his builder.  He went on to say that this is a big problem because our zoning ordinances are allowing these builders to come in and build these McMansions.  He spoke about the house on the corner of 5th and Olympia and how close it is to their neighbor.

Flora Decker, 200 Jefferson agreed with Mr. Cariddi by saying that we are too lax in this town by allowing these builders to do whatever they want.
Peggy White - said that she hopes the sub-committee which the Mayor and Council have appointed will meet to look at our zoning ordinances.

Peter Cohen, 243 Beech Court- asked who is in charge of traffic? 
Mayor Watkins-replied, the Police.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Higgins – feels that we need to seriously look at the zoning ordinances and understands the concerns of the residents.   He also feels that they need to look into and address soil removal and stated that he appreciates the significance of these problems.  Councilman Higgins spoke briefly about Bill A-816, Municipal Prosecutor Mandates and feels that they should oppose it.
Councilwoman Walker-thought it was wonderful that we received 19 bids for the Brookside Park Pathway project.  She added that she is excited about the fact that they are addressing soil movement changes.
Councilman Smith– is very pleased that Joe Clementi, our new Code Enforcement Officer is very active in getting out around town and addressing problems and concerns.  He went on to speak about the Relay for Life and the fact that he has been active in this for the last 3 years, noting that Marissa Hone is very active also.  He congratulated Coleen Goddel for completing her introductory class for Planning & Zoning and spoke of his surprise to see a proposed pre-school at the NAPA building because they are right on Kinderkamack Road.  He announced that many Borough residents are happy about the white goods pickups. He agreed with Councilman Higgins that we should oppose Bill #8l6 pertaining to Municipal Prosecutors.  Councilman Smith distributed a brief history of River Edge for the web-site and asked everyone to look at it.

Councilman Felice-thanked the New Bridge Landing Committee for coming and giving the Mayor and Council updated information.  He had heard that before the flood, supposedly the DEP would not let anyone into the Von Steuben house to move items to a higher place for safety.  He feels that this is an outrage because no one is held accountable and the history of River Edge could be lost, which is unacceptable.

Councilwoman Fletcher-congratulated Yoshikazu Aono on his appointment to the Historic Commission.  She appreciates the efforts of the New Bridge Landing Committee in trying to get the name changed at the train station and further stated that Freeholder O’Brien did try to get control of the artifacts to protect them.  Councilwoman Fletcher continues to strive to provide a green River Edge.  

Council Lau-thanked everyone for coming out with comments and questions for the Council.  He was happy to see Tom Cariddi’s uncle and family at his swearing in and thanked Chief Starace for working with Tom to make it a smooth transition.  He agreed that our ordinances need to be worked on and is pleased to see that our Code Enforcer, Joe Clementi made 45 property inspections last month.  

Mayor Watkins – thanked everyone for coming out this evening.

ADJOURNMENT – 8:50 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego

Borough Clerk

