
  M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, October 6, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Higgins to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and meeting of September 15, 2008 as amended and the work session meeting of September 22, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith abstained.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –


Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring October 19 – 25, 2008 as New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs Membership Week into the record as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N


WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC was organized November 16, 1894 and has continued to exist as one of the largest and oldest nondenominational service organizations of volunteer women in the State of New Jersey, with more than 10,000 members in 275 local clubs; and


WHEREAS, members of the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC  have worked in their communities to assist in activities such as founding New Jersey College for Woman (Douglas College); Preserving the Palisades; Saving the New Jersey Highlands; supporting The Community Food Bank of New Jersey;  providing annual funding for Special Olympics, Operation Smile, CARE, and UNICEF. 

WHEREAS, the Woman’s Club of River Edge, Inc., a member of the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC is celebrating 76 years of service to this community through scholarships for our High School; as well as our Library, Police and Fire Departments, Ambulance Corp, Girl and Boy Scouts,  Cultural Center, 4th of July activities and River Edge Day; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC provides organizational structure and sponsored programming to enable women in their communities to have excellent resource materials in order to accomplish goals through volunteer service.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge and on behalf of the Council do proclaim

The Week of October 19 – 25, 2008

New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs

MEMBERSHIP WEEK

in recognition of the many hours of service to this community and others.
Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:  October 6, 2008

********
Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring October 5 – 11, 2008 as Fire Prevention Week into the record as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, cooking, heating, and electrical fires represent three of the nation's leading causes of home fires, and are collectively responsible for nearly half of all home fires and almost one-third of the associated fire deaths; and 

WHEREAS, the vast majority of home cooking, heating, and electrical fires can be prevented by taking simple safety precautions; and 

WHEREAS, developing a home fire escape plan and practicing it at least twice a year are critical to escaping a fire safely; and 

WHEREAS, proper installation, testing, and maintenance of smoke alarms are part of a thorough home fire escape plan; and 

WHEREAS, by preventing the leading causes of home fires, and by developing and practicing a thorough home fire escape plan, people can greatly reduce their risk to fire; and 

WHEREAS, the Fire Prevention Week 2008 theme, “Prevent Home Fires” teaches the public how to prevent cooking, heating, and electrical fires, and encourages people to develop a home fire escape plan that includes working smoke alarms; and 

WHEREAS, the fire service of the Borough of River Edge is dedicated to the safety of life and property from the devastating effects of fire; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the fire service are joined by other concerned citizens of this Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as well as other emergency service providers and safety advocates, businesses, schools, service clubs, and organizations in their fire safety efforts; and

WHEREAS, I Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, do hereby proclaim the week of

                     October  5 – 11,  2008,

             as  Fire Prevention Week

This week commemorates the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, which killed more than 250 persons, left 100,000 homeless, and destroyed more than 17,400 buildings. 

WHEREAS, I call upon the people of the Borough of River Edge to participate in fire prevention activities at home, work, and school, and to take the steps needed to make their homes and families safe from the leading causes of home fires, which include cooking, heating and electrical. 







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Dated:  October 6, 2008

********

Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring May 1, 2009 as Silver Star Banner Day into the record as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has always honored the sacrifice of the men and women in the Armed Forces;  and 

WHEREAS, The Silver Star Families of America was formed to make sure we remember the blood sacrifice of our wounded and ill by designing and manufacturing a Silver Star Banner and Flag; and 

WHEREAS, to date The Silver Star Families of America has freely given thousands of Silver Star Banners to the wounded and their families; and 

WHEREAS, the members of The Silver Star Families of America have worked tirelessly to provide the wounded of this City and Country with Silver Star Banners, Flags and care packages; and 

WHEREAS, The Silver Star Families of America's sole mission is that every time someone sees a Silver Star Banner in a window or a Silver  Star Flag flying, that people remember the sacrifice made for this City, State and Nation; and 

WHEREAS, the people and Mayor of River Edge wish that the sacrifice of so many in our Armed Forces never be forgotten .

NOW THEREFORE, I Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge hereby proclaim our appreciation of The Silver Star Families of America and honor their commitment to our wounded Armed Forces members. I hereby declare 

May 1st “SILVER STAR BANNER DAY”

the permanent and official day to honor the wounded and ill Soldiers of the Borough of River Edge.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:  October 6, 2008

********

Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring October 2008 as Breast Cancer Awareness Month into the record as follows:

WHEREAS,  in the United States, Breast Cancer is the third most common cause of cancer deaths after lung cancer and colon cancer; and  


WHEREAS,  during National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we renew our commitment to fighting this disease, raising awareness and supporting those affected by breast cancer; and


WHEREAS,  women in the United States have a 1 in 8 lifetime chance of developing invasive breast cancer and a 1 in 33 chance of breast cancer causing their death; and


WHEREAS,  death rates from breast cancer have been declining and this change is believed to be the result of earlier detection and improved treatment; and


WHEREAS,  mammography, an “x-ray” of the breast, is recognized as the single most effective method of detecting breast changes that may be cancer long before physical symptoms can be seen or felt.


WHEREAS,  we recognize the innovative, lifesaving work of medical professionals,  through their efforts to prevent, detect and treat make a difference in the lives of our citizens.


NOW, THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED,  that I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge and on behalf of the Council  do proclaim:

OCTOBER 2008

as

NATIONAL BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:  October 6, 2008

********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the resignation of Annette Farelli from the Traffic and Safety Committee, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the resignation of David Puentes from the Traffic and Safety Committee, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the resignation of Eric Model from the Beautification Committee, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of William Haggis, Police Department from an annual salary of $133,651.54, temporary Lieutenant’s pay, back to an annual salary of $123,752.64, Sergeant’s pay, effective October 1, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of John Dzoba, Police Department from an annual salary of $119,252.54, temporary Sergeants pay, to an annual salary of $110,418.21, Patrolman’s pay, effective October 1, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the appointment of Kathleen Milk to the Beautification Committee to finish the unexpired term of Eric Model to December 31, 2010.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the hire of Jeffrey Del Prete, 299 Webb Avenue, River Edge, as a School Crossing Guard, at the rate of $18.23 per hour, effective starting date contingent upon training and medical examination.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Annette Farelli – 9/15/08





Re:  Resignation


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 9/15/08





Re:  Meeting Notice


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 9/18/08





Re: B.C. Film Commission


Letter
-
Eric Model – 9/16/08





Re:  Resignation from Beautification

Letter
-
Kathleen Milk – 9/16/08





Re: Beautification Appointee

Letter
-
State of N.J.-DEP – 9/22/08





Re: Letter of Interpretation

Notice
-
River Edge Board of Ed – 9/23/08





Re:  Meeting 9/24/08


Notice
-
PSE&G – 9/22/08





Re:  Hearing for Proposed Demand Response





   Program  

Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 9/24/08





Re:  Various Ordinances Adopted 

Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 9/25/08





Re:  Various Resolutions Adopted 

Letter
-
New Jersey Senate – 9/29/08





Re:  Thank You for Resolution Regarding





    A-1882


Letter
-
New Jersey Senate – 9/25/08





Re:  Thank you for New Bridge Landing





    Resolution


Letter
-
New Jersey General Assembly – 9/29/08





Re:  State Mandate/State Pay


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 9/29/08





Re:  Discharge of Hazardous Waste


Letter
-
Bergen County Utilities – 10/1/08





Re: Updated Solid Waste Amendment Requirements

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Library



     - September 2008


Zoning Board of Adjustment
     - August 2008


Property Maintenance/Code Enforcer – September 2008

Board of Health


     - September 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading - NONE
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading - NONE
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolutions #08-381, #08-383, #08-384 and #08-386 through #08-391, #08-393 and #08-394.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-381  Perfect Municipal Charge to Real Property Lien Status


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has property maintenance standards as described in its book of Revised General Ordinance, Chapter 330, and Chapter 272, Littering; and


WHEREAS, Eun Jung Bae of 939 Magnolia Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, Block 102, Lot 2 has incurred municipal charges relative to the cleaning, care and maintenance of the property; and


WHEREAS, numerous notices of violation of the property maintenance code and littering code have been sent to Eun Jung Bae of 939 Magnolia Avenue the last of which was a violation notice dated August 18, 2008 which requested that the property be cleaned up or the Borough of River Edge would service the property as permitted under its ordinance and pursue perfecting the bill as a lien against the property.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-8 that the outstanding amount of $247.61 representing municipal services performed for the period May 4, 2008 to August 14, 2008 and shall become a lien on the real property in the Borough of River Edge known as Block 102, Lot 2, if not satisfied by the appropriate date.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is instructed to adjust his records accordingly, that the Borough Clerk is instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the Tax Collector and notify her that she shall make this property subject to the Borough’s annual tax sale if the outstanding amount is not satisfied by the appropriate date.

October 6, 2008

********
Councilman Lau-asked if this is for the existing playground?

Alan Negreann-explained that this is additional landscaping to the park improvements that were made on Cherry Hill School property.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-382.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-382  Award Bid for Cherry Hill School Passive Park Phase II


WHEREAS, on September 18, 2008 sealed bids were received for the Cherry Hill School Passive Park Phase II; and


WHEREAS, eight (8) bids were received for the Cherry Hill School Passive Park Phase II; and

WHEREAS, the lowest bid was received from Pat Scanlan Landscaping, 14 Plains Drive, New City, New York, 10956; and


WHEREAS, the bids have been reviewed by the Borough Administrator and the Borough Attorney; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor an Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on  

September 22, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1530-200 of the Capital Fund not to exceed $14,199.65.


WHEREAS, this contract is awarded on a unit price basis and may be considered an “Open Ended Contract” under N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.3, in which case certification of funds is not required until such time as the services are ordered and prior to incurring the liability by placing the order, certification of availability of funds will be made by the Chief Financial Officer, and it shall be the responsibility of the official responsible for issuing the purchase order to notify and seek the certification of availability of funds from the Chief Financial Officer as appropriate.


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the bid is hereby awarded to Pat Scanlan Landscaping, 14 Plains Drive, New City, New York, 10956 and the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign said contract for the Borough.

October 6, 2008
********
#08-383 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the October 6, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-10/6-2

Personnel – 


   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




Robert Byrnes, Construction Official




Mel Streeter – Building Inspector




Rose Pagan – Construction Control Person




Mark Skerbetz-Zoning Officer




Robert Costa – Borough Engineer

08-10/6-3

Potential Acquisition of Land -  N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(5)




American Legion, Block 503, Lot 3


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

October 6, 2008
********
#08-384 Rescind Resolution #08-339

WHEREAS, Resolution #08-339 a resolution to Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Project for the River Edge Senior Citizens Activities Project III which was approved on September 2, 2008.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Resolution #08-339, dated September 2, 2008, is hereby rescinded.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to change her records accordingly.

October 6, 2008

********

Councilwoman Walker-asked that this resolution be tabled until it has been discussed at the closed session.

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to table resolution #08-385.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

TABLED



TABLED



TABLED

#08-385 Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Project

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Grant of $425,000.00 has been proposed by the Borough of River Edge for the Acquisition of Sgt. Walter Scott Brown Post #226 American Legion, located at 215 Continental Avenue for a Senior Citizen Center in the municipality of River Edge; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of River Edge hereby confirm endorsement for the aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.

October 6, 2008

********
#08-386  Enter Into Agreement with A. Nelessen Associates, 49 River Road, Bellemeade, New Jersey, 08502 for Professional Planner Services for the Redevelopment of an Area Including Parcels Identified as Johnson Avenue, Block 1418, Lot 1, 2, 3, 3.01 & 4

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain expert Professional Planning Services for the Redevelopment of an Area Including Parcels Identified as Johnson Avenue, Block 1418, Lot 1, 2, 3, 3.01 & 4; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-173 of the Current Fund in the amount not to exceed $4,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bidding, must be publicly advertised; and

WHEREAS, A. Nelessen Associates has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that A. Nelessen Associates has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit A. Nelessen Associates from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed the following:

Principal






$150.00 per hour

Senior Planner





$ 87.00 per hour

Associates Planner




$ 63.00 per hour

Graphic Designer





$ 60.00 per hour

Support Staff





$ 42.00 per hour

Expenses per person




$ 50.00 per day

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with A. Nelessen Associates, 49 River Road, Bellemeade, New Jersey, 08502 in an amount not to exceed $4,000.00. 

2.  The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of  

Value be placed on file with this resolution; and            
3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4.  That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

October 6, 2008

*********
#08-387 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on October 20, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the October 20, 2008        meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference
08-10/20-1

Personnel – Department of




 Public Works – Hiring of 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




 Two Laborers 

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

October 6, 2008

*******
#08-388 Refund of Zoning Board Application Fee 


WHEREAS, Hasmukh C. Shah, River Edge Liquor, made application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Shah paid the $250.00 the application fee; and


WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment did not hear this application and referred it to the Planning Board.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to make the following refund. 

Block/Lot 



Name/Address


Amount

804/9




Hasmukh C. Shah






River Edge Liquors









504 Kinderkamack Road

$250.00

October 6, 2008

********
#08-389 Amend Certification of Chief Financial Officer with Regard to the Contract for the Service Contract for Maintenance of River Edge Athletic Field, Sports Turf Management Systems



WHEREAS, on April 7, 2008 via resolution #08-l65 the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract to Sports Turf Management Systems, l25 Crain road, Paramus, New Jersey 07652 related to a service contract for Maintenance of River Edge Athletic fields and amended by resolution #08-l85 to correct an error in the certification of funds by the Chief Financial Officer; and


WHEREAS, the amount of the contract was for $27,503.50; and


WHEREAS, the certification of funds was incorrect in the amended resolution; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing body of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby accept the revised certification of funds provided by the Chief Financial Officer which indicates that $9,560.00 is available from the Trust Fund for Public Park & Playing Fields Maintenance, and $17,943.50 from the Open Space Fund (08-72MOE) for a total amount of $27,503.50.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer and the Accounts Supervisor are hereby instructed to adjust their records accordingly.

October 6, 2008

********
#08-390  Perfect Municipal Charge to Real Property Lien Status


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has requirements for escrow deposits when an application for development is made as described in its Book of Revised General Ordinances, Chapter 201, Escrow Deposits; and


WHEREAS, Hiren Patel and Jack Patel, 584 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, New Jersey, Block 619, Lot 3 has incurred municipal charges relative to a deficiency in the developer’s escrow fund of the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, numerous notifications were made as to the shortage in the account.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-8 that the outstanding amount of $2,910.00 representing a deficiency in the developer’s escrow fund and shall become a lien on the real property in the Borough of River Edge known as Block 619, Lot 3, if not satisfied by the appropriate date.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is instructed to adjust his records accordingly, that the Borough Clerk is instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the Tax Collector and notify her that she shall make this property subject to the Borough’s annual tax sale if the outstanding amount is not satisfied by the appropriate date.

October 6, 2008

********
#08-391 Amend Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to the Design and Inspection of the 2008 Road Improvement Program
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to the Design and Inspection of the 2008 Road improvement Program; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Bob Costa, Borough Engineer via resolution #08-283 dated July 7, 2008 in the amount of $5,000.00; and 


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for professional services related to the Design and Inspection of the 2008 Road Improvement Program; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1613-100 of the Capital Fund not to exceed $5,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on October 6, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2.  The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of     Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

October 6, 2008

*******

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-392 into the record.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-392.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.
#08-392  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$3,723,952.23

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$  174,281.82   

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$    1,830.00          

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$      302.50

ANIMAL WELFARE ACCOUNT




$      235.20    

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$      380.00     

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$   11,966.33       

October 6, 2008

********
#08-393  Enter Into an Agreement with Saverio Cereste, Esq., 1624 Center Avenue, Fort Lee, New Jersey


WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain an attorney to act in lieu of the Borough Attorney due to his unavailability pertaining to a property known as 238 Van Saun Drive, Block 1206, Lot 19 (old Block 77, Lot 9); and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, Saverio Cereste, Esq. meets the criteria for a professional service contract under N.J.S.A. 40A;11-1; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $2,000.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Saverio Cereste, Esq.; and

2. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

3. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

October 6, 2008

********
#08-394 Endorse Municipal Open Space Recreation Commission Modified Plan


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge adopted Resolution #06-234 on August 7, 2006; and


WHEREAS, a referendum was held on the question of creating a Municipal Open space fund and was approved by the voters of the Borough of River Edge on November 7, 2006; and


WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January l4, 2008 to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on recommendations to spend the Municipal Open space Trust Fund; and


WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission of the Borough of River Edge submitted at the public hearing a plan for the maintenance of recreational parks for the Borough, a copy of which is on file with the Borough Clerk, not to exceed $76,025.00; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the borough of River Edge approved this plan via resolution #08-72, dated February 4, 2008; and 


WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission desires to modify this plan for the continuation of park maintenance through 2008; and 


WHEREAS, this matter was discussed at a work session of the Governing body on October 6, 2008.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the modified appropriation budget for 2008 of $l,000 from the Open Space Maintenance Other Expense be transfer to the Open Space Maintenance Salaries & Wages fund.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the Recreation Commission and Recreation Director.
October 6, 2008

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Lucy DiMaulo-376 Lee Avenue-spoke on behalf of the River Edge Board of Education and requested a meeting with the Council and Chief of Police to discuss plans for the property between Cherry Hill school and the Reformed Church.
Jonathan Rockland-301 Wales Avenue-voiced his concerns about the survey regarding the blue laws.  He’s concerned that there could be flaws in the process because there is nothing to prevent someone from sending in multiple responses and is also concerned about what this survey will cost the taxpayers of River Edge.  He asked how the residents will be notified of the results and how long that will take.   As a taxpayer he would like to see fast and economical results.
Mike Boris-76 Gates Avenue-stated that he and several other neighbors had attended a previous council meeting and voiced their concerns with regard to Palmer Brothers opening on Sundays.  At that meeting the Council voted to not allow Palmers to open on Sundays and Mr. Boris is asking what has changed to allow them to open.
Mayor Watkins-explained that as she and Mr. Boris have discussed, Palmer Brothers is selling the same items that CVS is and she is not sure they have the right to tell them they cannot open if the same items are being sold. The Mayor stated that they will be addressing this further and the Police Department has been on top of monitoring what is being sold.

Mike Boris-stated that he saw the Mayor at Palmer Brothers on Sunday buying a light bulb and that item is not on the list so he asked if they received a summons.
Mayor Watkins-replied that she would have to ask the attorney but she knows that they had petitioned off whatever they were told to close off.

Mike Boris-asked if he will be able to open his doors whenever he wants on a Sunday to sell what’s on the list?

Bill Lindsley-explained that the state regulation, whether the state or local law, only regulate items to be sold and does not state that a business cannot open at all.  It can open and sell items that are permitted.

Mike Boris-asked why Dave Palmer came before the Council months ago if he was already allowed to open.
Bill Lindsley-explained that when they came before the Council they were seeking to get the ordinance changed to allow them to sell more items other than the items listed on the existing ordinance.

Mike Boris-asked if Dave Palmer is after a total change to the blue laws?

Bill Lindsley-yes, I believe that’s why he was here.

Mayor Watkins-stated that she really can’t answer that because she doesn’t know his reason for coming up.

Judy Jaffe-297 Concord Drive-feels that there should be a sub-committee first before sending the survey out to residents and also feels that they should use “survey monkey” on the web which guarantees only one vote per survey response. Mrs. Jaffe feels that those who oppose the blue laws don’t really understand what it will do to our ratables.  Mrs. Jaffe further stated that by limiting what is sold it will make our town look like an unwelcoming community to potential business owners.

Melvin Solomon-6 Eastbrook Drive-feels that the concept of blue laws in today’s society is absurd and feels that the original purpose of the blue laws were to protect the individual shop keepers to have a day off on Sunday.  He further stated that Bergen County is the only county in the state that has blue laws and feels that Paramus is a different situation because they have definite safety and traffic issues.  He feels that the Sunday traffic on Kinderkamack Road will have little to no effect on the residents of River Edge.  He further stated that the blue laws are impossible to enforce because many people don’t really understand them and they’re enforced haphazardly, therefore, people lose respect for them.  He doesn’t feel that the survey is a good idea because many people don’t understand the ordinance.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Felice-stated that he doesn’t feel that a survey is needed for the current blue law ordinance and also stated that this is a perfect opportunity to regenerate and give additional aid to our businesses.  He further stated that ultimately the Council will have to make a decision and feels that they are not serving River Edge well by having this ordinance on the books.  As he has stated in the past, he feels that the Council should repeal this ordinance immediately because if they don’t, they’re sending a bad message to business owners and future employees of local businesses.  He also stated that we’re in dyer economic times and it would be wonderful to be able to provide a safe haven for the small business owner that unfortunately right now we’re not doing.  Councilman Felice asks that this Council repeal this ordinance and fall back on the state ordinance that Bergen County adheres to.
Councilwoman Fletcher-was glad to see all of the proclamations that were listed this evening and encouraged all women to use every option that is made available for early detection of breast cancer.  She informed everyone that the Fire Department had open houses over the weekend and hoped that residents took advantage of the great food and information that was offered to the community.  Councilwoman Fletcher stated that the Council is in a difficult situation with the blue laws because many residents don’t want this to drag on, but she feels that by moving forward with the survey, they will have the opportunity to solicit all of the input of the entire community.  She does agree that we are in a serious situation with our economy but feels that a lot of that is due to deregulations that were completely beyond our control.  She also stated that the greatest asset our residents have are their homes and feels that they should have the right to voice their opinion, one way or the other, to keep, repeal or modify the blue laws.  She continued by saying that it’s their homes and their assets that the Council is looking to protect and hopefully there will be a balance achieved just as there was when we moved forward with other issues that we solicited public opinion.
Councilman Higgins​-stated that the use of the web to do a survey might be one tool but he feels that this survey is also a tool.  He further stated that the disadvantage of the web is that not all residents use it but the benefit of mailing a survey is that everyone gets notice of it.  He acknowledges that it’s not perfect but they’re trying to gauge the sentiment of all the people in town. He explained to Mr. Solomon that he might have a different view of the blue laws than someone who lives close to commercial business.  He explained that they want to give everyone the opportunity to be heard whether it is through e-mail, letters or in person and once the survey information is collected the deliberations will be open to the public.  He reminded Councilman Felice that when the issue came up with Palmer Brothers months and months ago, Councilman Felice wanted to grant some relief to them so that they could open on Sunday and sell a limited number of items.  At no time during the expression of those sentiments did he ever say “I want to throw out the entire Blue Laws”.  He further stated that the only comments that were made were with regard to Palmers opening for sales on Sunday.  Councilman Higgins is not sure what prompted this dramatic change when the sentiments were not expressed months ago.  He also stated that the public has to have confidence that the Governing Body will take, deliberate and consider what is best for the entire town.  Councilman Higgins thanked the Women’s Club for serving this community for many years and he also reminded everyone of the importance of fire prevention and how it should be taken very seriously.  He reminded everyone that this coming week is a holy week for the Jewish community and he extended blessings to them and their families.
Councilman Lau-thanked everyone for coming out this evening and spoke briefly about his feelings on the Blue Laws.  Councilman Lau stated that the Council is dealing with many issues such as parking for the schools and commuters, residents who want limited parking on their streets, redevelopment, etc. and feels that times have changed and we need to change also.  He agrees with Councilman Felice and hopes that the survey isn’t a long drawn out process and hopes that they can resolve this issue soon.  Councilman Lau also thanked the Women’s Club for their service to our community and reminded everyone that October 12th is River Edge Day and encourages everyone to come out and enjoy the day.
Councilman Smith-spoke briefly about Fire Prevention Week and informed everyone that the Fire Department will start visiting the schools this week to inform and instruct the students on how to protect and save themselves and their family during a fire.  Councilman Smith also informed everyone that in addition to visiting the schools the Fire Department will come and give a fire presentation to other adult civic groups in they are interested.  Councilman Smith announced that John Lynch will be recognized at the League of Municipalities in November for his many accomplishments as Department of Public Works Superintendent.  He assured everyone that this Council has always listened to the residents and will continue to do so in the future and is confident that they will make the best decision for all of River Edge.  He congratulated the Women’s Club on their continued service to the community and informed everyone that there is a cancer walk coming up at Bergen Community College on October 26th and invited anyone interested to participate.  Councilman Smith also announced that he and John Lynch will be meeting with representatives from a bus company who make senior buses on October 16th.

Councilwoman Walker-explained that her point of view on the Blue Laws have been that the community needs to help make this decision.  She continued by saying that she was president of the River Edge Chamber of Commerce for four years and feels that she understands the business community’s plight.  Councilwoman Walker also stated that one of her goals as a councilperson is to make our existing businesses thrive and to make a business community for everyone.  Though she agrees that they need to resolve the issue quickly, she acknowledged that all the Council members have different opinions of what should be done so its just as important to get input from our residents.  She also stated that a referendum would have been the perfect way to accomplish this but unfortunately the deadline to submit it had passed.  She still feels that the best scenario is to do a survey and assures everyone they will do it as cost effective and quickly as possible.  Councilwoman Walker expressed her frustration and disappointment that the Council as a whole is not working together on important issues for the town.

Mayor Watkins-stated to Councilwoman Walker that she likes the idea of the American Legion property for the town but she does not agree with the way we’re going about getting it.  The Mayor further stated that there are only 40 members of SCORE and to purchase the property with hopes of making it a senior center doesn’t seem practical.  She feels that it’s a beautiful piece of property but is not sure that is the best use for it.  Mayor Watkins congratulated John Lynch and Bob Costa for being recognized for their work and announced a correction in her “Two Way Newsletter” that the date for the hazardous waste collection is October 19th not the 15th.  The Mayor congratulated all of those who received a proclamation and thanked the Women’s Club for their contribution to the community.  She attended the Fire Department open house on Sunday and was pleased that so many people took advantage of this event.  The Mayor attended the jazz concert which was held at the Library on Sunday also. She informed everyone that the Cultural Center will be having a celebration of women and they will advertise the dates and times in the newspaper as to what days they will be open.  The Mayor thanked everyone for coming up and sharing their views and wished those who are celebrating Yom Kippur a blessed holy day.
ADJOURNMENT – 9:10 p.m.


Motion by Councilman Felice seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

                                                                                                                                                                  RE-OPEN – 11:00 P.M.

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to re-open the meeting at 11:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-385 as amended.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

                                                                           #08-385 Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Project

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Grant of $500,000.00 has been proposed by the Borough of River Edge for the Acquisition of Sgt. Walter Scott Brown Post #226 American Legion, located at 215 Continental Avenue for a Senior Citizen Center in the municipality of River Edge; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid Community Development Funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of River Edge hereby confirm endorsement for the aforesaid project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.

October 6, 2008

********

ADJOURNMENT – 11:10 P.M.
                                                                                                                                                     Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adjourn

the meeting at 11:10 p.m.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

                              Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
