                                M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, November 3, 2008
7:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Felice to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Higgins was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of October 20, 2008 and the work session and special meeting of October 27, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – NONE
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the hire of Joseph Taylor, Jr., 180 Hasbrouck Avenue, Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey, to the Department of Public Works, as Laborer II, Step I at an annual salary of $37,514.00, with a one-year probationary period, effective November 4, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the hire of Kenneth Morse, 28 Cedar Street, Hillsdale, New Jersey, to the Department of Public Works, as Laborer II, Step I at an annual salary of $37,514.00, with a one-year probationary period, effective November 4, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the satisfactory completion of a six-month probationary period for Louise Mellusi, part-time employee in the Borough Clerks office.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Reena Mishory, 287 Valley Road, to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the job title change of Robert Ford, from part-time Police Dispatcher to temporary part-time Police Dispatcher, effective November 2, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the hire of Michael Gonnerman, 316 Grove Street, New Milford, New Jersey as a part-time Police Dispatcher, at $17.84 per hour, contingent on satisfactory completion of a background check and medical screening.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary increase of Francis Gallagher, Laborer I, Department of Public Works from a Step I annual salary of $44,350.00 to Step II - $44,752.00, effective November 3, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 10/22/08





Re:  Adopted Resolution


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 10/21/08





Re:  Meeting – 10/22/08


Letter
-
R.E. Volunteer Ambulance Service-10/22/08





Re:  Thank You for Generator Funds


Letter
-
Margaret Garofalo – 10/27/08





Re:  Thank You for the Nomination


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 10/28/08





Re:  Hazardous Substance Notification


Letter
-
NJ State League of Municipalities – 10/28/08





Re:  PEG Access Served by Cablevision


Letter
- 
Robert Ford – 





RE: Resignation as part-time dispatcher


Letter
-
Chief Cariddi-10/30/08




Re: Resignation & Temporary Hire-Bob Ford

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Police Department


-
September 2008


Tax Department


-
September 2008


Historic Commission

-
September 2008


Beautification Committee
-
October 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1631 as follows:

Ordinance #1631 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1978), CHAPTER 416, ZONING, ARTICLE X, SIGNS & SIGNAGE

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1631 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1631

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1978),  CHAPTER 416, ZONING, ARTICLE  X SIGNS & SIGNAGE 


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Section 4l6-57 Political Signs of the Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:


SECTION 1:  Section 416-57 Political Signs is hereby repealed in full.


SECTION II: All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


SECTION III:   If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable there from.


SECTION IV: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







   Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading - NONE
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-408 through #08-420.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

#08-408 Amend Agreement with PMK Group, 1415 Wyckoff Road, Suite 206, Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727 for Health, Safety and Environmental Regulatory Compliance Services

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain professional services for the purpose of health, safety and environmental regulatory compliance services; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to PMK Group via resolution #06-144 dated April 17, 2006 in the amount of $1,200.00; and

WHEREAS, additional funding is required for the purpose of health, safety and environmental regulatory compliance services; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-167 of the Current Fund in the amount not to exceed $300.00; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on October 27, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with PMK Group, 1415 Wyckoff Road, Suite 206, Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727 in an amount not to exceed $300.00. 

2.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

November 3, 2008

********
#08-409  Resolution to Support Efforts of the Central Bergen Cooperative to Engage a Processor for Solid Waste Oil and Trap Grease and Convert it to Bio-Diesel Fuel

WHEREAS, the Central Bergen Cooperative was created in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5) and has received the designation of I.D. #93-CBCPS from the State of New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the following towns are members of the Central Bergen Cooperative: Borough of Fair Lawn, Borough of Elmwood Park, City of Garfield, City of Hackensack, Borough of Lodi, Borough of Maywood, Borough of Paramus, Township of Rochelle Park, Township of Saddle Brook, Township of South Hackensack and the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of Maywood has proposed that the Cooperative pursue an arrangement to convert food service waste oil and trap grease to bio-diesel fuel; and


WHEREAS, the Cooperative has researched this matter and has determined that the private sector does have the technology to provide this service; and


WHEREAS, the advantages to a municipality would be a lower cost to those that generate oil and trap grease and therefore an incentive to provide it to a processor, the exclusion of these contaminants from a municipalities sewer lines, a reduction of waste processing thus providing a cleaner environment and lower costs of fuel for municipal vehicles; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have discussed this at a work session on October 20, 2008; and


WHEREAS, they have determined that to participate in a bid for these services would be in the best interest of the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body recognizes that an ordinance would have to be passed to direct the waste oil and trap grease flow to the designated processor.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge does hereby support the efforts of the

Central Bergen Cooperative to engage a processor for solid waste oil and trap grease and convert it to bio-diesel fuel.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of River Edge does hereby agree to consider participating in an agreement with the designated Central Bergen Cooperative processor and to pass an ordinance which would direct this waste flow to the designated processor.

November 3, 2008

********
#08-410 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to Reducing the Speed Limit on Fifth Avenue from 35 mph to 25 mph
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to reducing the speed limit on Fifth Avenue from 35 mph to 25 mph; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $500.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

November 3, 2008

********
#08-411 Approve Renewal of Liquor Licenses

WHEREAS, application for renewal of a liquor license has been filed with the Clerk of the Borough of River Edge by the following license; and

WHEREAS, reports have been received from the Police Department, Fire Prevention Official and the Department of Health that the following premise holds a liquor license in the Borough has been found in order in accordance with the rules and regulations of this Borough and the required fees have been received.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council for the Borough of River Edge that the following license be issued for the premise described for a period from November 3, 2008 to June 30, 2009.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk, be directed to sign and deliver said licenses on behalf of the Borough of River Edge.

PLENARY CONSUMPTION LICENSE W/BROAD PACKAGE PRIVLEGE
0252-32-006-007   China Evergreen Club, Inc.

606 Kinderkamack Road

River Edge, New Jersey



$2,500.00

November 3, 2008

********
#08-412  Amend Resolution #08-378 Payment of Bills


WHEREAS, Resolution #08-378 Payment of Bills was approved at the meeting of September 15, 2008; and


WHEREAS, it was discovered that an error was made in the Current Account Total.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Current Account total is corrected to $2,341,099.23.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk will hereby correct the minutes of September 15, 2008.
November 3, 2008
********
#08-413 Authorize the Release of a Performance Bond for Abbott Contracting Co., Inc., Brookside Park Path Project


WHEREAS, in accordance to the bid requirement, the Borough of River Edge received a Performance Bond from Abbott Contracting Co., Inc., 539 Anderson Avenue, Cliffside Park, N.J. 070l0 on March 3, 2008 for the Brookside Park Path Project, River Edge, New Jersey in the amount of $63,045.00; and


WHEREAS, the consulting engineering firm has certified that the final inspection has been made and approval is given with regard to the project located Brookside Park, River Edge, New Jersey and has recommended release of the performance bond; and


WHEREAS, at a work session of November 3, 2008, the recommendation of the engineer was considered and reviewed; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River edge that the above referenced Performance Bond be and hereby is released and the contractor provide a Maintenance Bond, acceptable to the Borough Attorney, in the amount of $6,304.50, to run for a period of one (1) year for all public improvements and facilities which are part of the project.

November 3, 2008
********
#08-414  Reallocation of Trust Other Developer Funds


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has a Developer’s Agreement with Gary Goursky, d/b/a Napa Auto Parts and McG Realty LLC, 620 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, New Jersey, Block 627, Lot 17; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received escrow deposits for this Developer’s Agreement which were placed in the Trust Other Developer Fund; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge on September 30, 2008 had a balance of escrow funds remaining in the amount of $8,215.00; and


WHEREAS, the Developer’s Agreement requires the installation of a decorative light in front of the above subject location; and


WHEREAS, this light has not been installed and is the responsibility of the developer; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has received a letter from Gary Goursky, Napa Auto Parts instructing the Borough to take funds that are required for the decorative light from the Trust Other Developer Fund to fulfill this requirement.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to transfer $650.00 or other additional amounts not to exceed the amount of funds on balance in the Trust Other Developer Escrow Account to accomplish the installation of the decorative lamp.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is instructed to place before the Mayor and Council a resolution which would refund any remaining balance of the money on deposit in the Trust Other Developer Fund.

November 3, 2008

********
#08-415 Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a deposit in its Unappropriated Reserve for Nursing Services for Nonpublic Schools Grant in the amount of $14,768.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Unappropriated Reserve for Nursing Services

For Nonpublic Schools Grant…………………………………$14,768.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $14,768.00 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues



Nursing Services for Nonpublic Schools……………………$14,768.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

November 3, 2008

********
#08-4l6 Authorize Mayor to Sign Grant Application for New Jersey Stewardship Incentive Program (CSIP)


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge desires to further the public interest by obtaining a grant from the State of New Jersey for Tree Planting.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor, is authorized to sign the grant application for the New Jersey Stewardship Incentive Program (CSIP).

November 3, 2008

********
#08-417 Resolution Authorizing Settlement of Claim with the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund for the Case of Aslanian v Borough of River Edge et al


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge is involved in litigation titled Aslanian v Borough of River Edge et al Law Division: Bergen County, Docket No. BER-L-7053-08; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge filed a claim with the Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund of the State of New Jersey to have the Fund represent and defend the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund has offered a buy out of $5,000.00 to the Borough in lieu of representation and defense; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have discussed this at a work session dated October 20, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has recommended that the Borough of River Edge accept the buy out from the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund with regard to this claim in the amount of $5,000.00; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body is of the opinion that it is in the best interest of the Borough of River Edge to accept the $5,000.00 buy out and allow the Borough Attorney to defend the Borough in this case.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mayor Watkins and Denise Dondiego, the Borough Clerk are authorized to execute the release with the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund and accept $5,000.00 in lieu of defending the Borough in the litigation known as Aslanian v Borough of River Edge et al.

November 3, 2008

********
#08-418 Authorize Mayor to Sign Agreement and Release with Edward Fernandez


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has reached an agreement and release with Edward Fernandez, Laborer I, Department of Public Works and is on file with the Borough Clerk.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign said agreement.

November 3, 2008

********
#08-419 Authorize Mayor and Clerk to Sign Indemnity and Escrow Agreement


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed a form of agreement for the purpose of constructing single family detached dwellings in accordance with plans submitted to the Construction Department; and


WHEREAS, the Agreement is between the Borough of River and Wilbur and Laura Paes, 238 Van Saun Drive, River Edge, New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, the Planning Board Attorney and Borough Attorney have reviewed this Agreement and recommends its acceptance.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign a Indemnity and Escrow Agreement with Wilbur and Laura Paes, 238 Van Saun Drive, River Edge, New Jersey, provided all surety and performance bonds, escrow deposits and other related documents are in place and delivered to the Borough in accordance with the Indemnity and Escrow Agreement.

November 3, 2008

********
#08-420 Resolution Approving the Submission of an Application for Participation in the Local Government Energy Audit Program of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities


WHEREAS, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, Office of Clean Energy administers the Local Government Energy Audit Program (Program), an incentive program to assist local government agencies to conduct energy audits and to encourage implementation of energy conservation measures; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge has decided to apply to participate in the Local Government Energy Audit Program; and


WHEREAS, the facilities to be audited are in New Jersey, are owned by the Borough of River Edge, are served by a New Jersey regulated public utility, and that the Borough of River Edge has not already reserved $100,000 in the Program this year as of this application; and


WHEREAS, it is acknowledged that acceptance into the Program is dependent on the Scope of Work and cost proposal, and that Program rules will have to be met in order to receive incentive funds; and


WHEREAS, upon acceptance into the Program, the Borough of River Edge will prepare Facility Data Forms and Scopes of Work for each facility to be audited, solicit quotations from the authorized contractors, and submit the Part B application; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge understands that energy audit work cannot proceed until a Application Approval Notice is received from the Program; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge, approves the submission of an Application for participation in the Local Government Energy Audit Program of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities.

November 3, 2008

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-421 into the record.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-421.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker abstained and Councilman Higgins was absent.
#08-421 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$47,151.02

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$71,257.65   

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$ 4,446.38           

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$   550.90   

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$ 8,312.50

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$ 8,182.52       

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$ 1,336.55        

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.

November 3, 2008

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

Joseph Dunsay-151 Concord Drive-stated how beautiful Brookside Park looks since the project was completed and the plantings are in and unfortunately he noticed graffiti in one area.  He explained the difficulty and length of time it takes to get rid it. 
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Smith-thanked and congratulated the individuals who are running for office this year and hopes our residents realize the countless hours that are involved. He wished everyone good luck tomorrow in the election.  Councilman Smith continued by saying that last year’s election became very nasty and had hoped that this year’s campaign would be more positive.  He also hoped that the campaign would be based on issues instead of throwing untruths or half-truths out there.  He feels that they as a Council need to move forward and be much less partisan and more bi-partisan for the betterment of the town.  He asked the Council to put their personal and political issues aside and start working together.

Councilman Lau​-also thanked all of the candidates and wished them luck and agrees with Councilman Smith that they need to put their differences aside and work towards the betterment of the town.  He informed everyone that some of the candidates attended a luncheon at SCORE today to speak and answer questions.  He stated that he has enjoyed walking around town and meeting new people during the campaign.

Councilwoman Walker-congratulated Reena Mishory on her appointment to the Fire Department and wished all of the candidates good luck in the election tomorrow.  Councilwoman Walker agrees with Councilman Smith’s comments and feels that there is a way to get your message across without being mean and we need to realize that the day after the election we’re all neighbors again.  She again wished all the candidates luck.
Councilman Felice-stated that sometimes campaigns aren’t pleasant but the truth is sometimes not pleasant.  He further stated that there will always be differences of opinions and working together is all well and good, by agreeing to agree is not necessarily the roles of elected officials.  He continued by saying that the role of the elected official is to speak on particular issues presented to them that reflect the individual’s opinions.  After tomorrow the town will move forward and the Council will have to deal with major issues that will be coming up whether it be redevelopment, signs in windows, Sunday closings, etc. and it is unrealistic to think that they will always agree all of the time.  He stated that is has been an honor to serve on this Council and serve the residents of River Edge.  He wished all the candidates good luck tomorrow.
Councilwoman Fletcher-congratulated Reena Mishory on her appointment to the Fire Department and is delighted to see the Fire Department promote and encourage involvement from young people starting at a young age through fire prevention and fire awareness in the schools.  She informed everyone that some Council members attended Company #1 Awards Night and congratulated all those who received awards and thanked them for their many years of service.  Councilwoman Fletcher welcomed all of the new employees and informed everyone that our Shade Tree Commission members attended the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation last week and the chairperson, Liz Stewart was invited to give a talk to approximately 150 people. She continued by saying that they obtain CE credits which count toward grants which they apply for and they were complimented again and again by state officials and by other significantly larger Shade Tree Commissions throughout the state.  She complimented them on their wonderful work and thanked them for their service to the community.  Councilwoman Fletcher encouraged everyone to get out and exercise their right to vote on Election Day.  She continued by saying that many people come up to her and complain that they are tired of negative campaigning and stated that on the national level its bad enough and it doesn’t belong on the neighborhood level.  Councilwoman Fletcher stated that she feels that we have an obligation in the community to remain neighbors and also feels that residents have the option to stop the negative campaigning and vote for people who are not campaigning negatively, whoever those people may be.
Mayor Watkins​-reminded everyone that last years campaign was the dirtiest campaign in the history of River Edge and the Mayor agreed with Councilman Felice’s comments that you have to stand by your principle’s and go with what you think is right.  The Mayor stated that she has been working to get the redevelopment under way for years and there has been a lot of hemming and hawing and she feels that its time to start making decisions and stop passing the buck. She feels that they were elected to make decisions and its time to start doing so.  Mayor Watkins congratulated all the candidates that are running this year and acknowledges that it’s not an easy thing to do.   The Mayor continued by saying that sometimes ideas that are brought up turn out with a different result, possibly a negative result and people don’t like to be reminded of it in print.  She continued by saying that many people don’t like to see the truth and many people think the truth is only as they see it, with herself included, but reminded everyone that they are all individuals and they all have a right to their opinion.  

Councilman Felice-stated that he was going to make a report about the Shade Tree Commission under council reports at the work session meeting of November 17th and thanked Councilwoman Fletcher for bringing it up at this meeting.  Councilman Felice also commended the Shade Tree Commission for their outstanding work.

Mayor Watkins- thanked everyone for coming up this evening and encourages everyone to get out and vote on Election Day.

ADJOURNMENT – 7:35 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego

Borough Clerk

