
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, December 1, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Lau to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker,  Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of November 17, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session of November 24, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau abstained, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – NONE

Mayor Watkins read the 2008 Award of Excellence that the Police Department received from AAA of North Jersey for their Community Traffic Safety Program.

APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the satisfactory six-month probationary period of Anita Gatto, Planning/Zoning/Assessor Clerk effective December 2, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the satisfactory six-month probationary period of Margo Tauberman, Senior Bus Dispatcher, effective December 17, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the salary increase of Geeta Birnbaum, Accounts Payable Clerk from Step III- $37,352.00 to Step IV - $39,318.00, effective December 17, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the satisfactory six-month probationary period and salary increase of Christopher Leishman, Road Foreperson, Department of Public Works, from a Step I annual salary of $66,082.00 to Step II - $69,753.00, effective December 3, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 11/18/08





Re:  Meeting Notice


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 11/18/08





Re:  Adopted Ordinance


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 11/24/08





Re:  Radon Action Month


Letter
-
River Edge Lions Club – 11/24/08





Re:  Donation

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Tax Collector

-
October 2008


Library Board

-
November 2008


Shade Tree Commission
-
September 2008


Shade Tree Commission
-
October 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1632 as follows:

Ordinance #1632 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 370 “SUNDAY ACTIVITIES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1632 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1632

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 370 “SUNDAY ACTIVITIES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 370 “Sunday Activities” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby deleted.

SECTION I: All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


SECTION II:   If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable there from.


SECTION III: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







   Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk
Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

********
Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1633 as follows:

Ordinance #1633 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 314 “PEDDLING AND SOLICITING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1633 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1633

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 314 “PEDDLING AND SOLICITING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 314 “Peddlers and Soliciting” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended as follows:


Section I: Chapter 314 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

314    DOOR-TO-DOOR COMMERCIAL SOLICITATION*.

 

I    Statement of Purpose.


It is the purpose of this section to protect the safety of residents of the Borough of River Edge, to prevent fraud from being perpetrated upon them and to protect their privacy, while balancing such interests against the opportunity for commercial, political, religious, charitable, and nonprofit organizations to exercise their rights of free speech. 

 

II   Word Usage and Definitions.

a.
Word Usage. For the purpose of this section, certain words or phrases shall be interpreted in the following manner:

1.
Words used in the present tense include the future tense.

2.
Words used in the singular include the plural, and conversely words in the plural include the singular.

3.
The word "shall" is mandatory and not discretionary.

4.
The use of the masculine gender shall include the feminine gender.

b.
Definitions. Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this section shall be interpreted so as to give them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this section its most reasonable application.


Applicant shall mean a person or entity seeking to obtain a permit for solicitation from the Borough of River Edge.


Borough shall mean the Borough of River Edge, Bergen County, New Jersey.


Employer shall mean any individual or entity providing compensation, in any form whatsoever, to an individual engaged in solicitation within the Borough of River Edge.


Permit shall mean a permit for solicitation issued by the Borough of River Edge pursuant to the provisions of this section.


Solicitation shall mean to go in or upon private property in the Borough of River Edge without having been invited to do so by the owner or occupant, for the purpose of (1) advertising, promoting, or selling any product, goods, or service; or (2) conducting market research or a market or opinion survey regarding commercial products or services. By way of illustration and not of limitation, solicitors shall include peddlers, hawkers, itinerant merchants and transient vendors of goods or services. Solicitation shall also include the placement upon private property of handbills or other written material advertising goods or services for sale. Solicitation shall also include the sale of goods or services which the solicitor promises to donate or delivery to a charitable or other nonprofit institution on behalf of the purchaser. Solicitation shall not include the entry upon private property without prior invitation of the owner or occupant by any person representing an entity which (1) qualifies for tax exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code; (2) qualifies for exemption from property tax under N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.6; (3) qualified for exemption from sales tax under N.J.S.A. 54:32B-9; or (4) was created under or is otherwise subject to the provisions of Title 15A of the New Jersey Statutes. 

 

III    Permit Required.


No person or entity shall engage in solicitation within the Borough without first having obtained a permit pursuant to the provisions of this section. Failure to obtain a permit prior to solicitation shall constitute a violation of this section. Each day of solicitation without a valid permit shall constitute a separate violation of the section. 

 

IV    Exemptions from Provisions of Section.


Door-to-door canvassing, solicitation, campaigning, advocacy, education, proselytizing, handbill distribution, or other entry upon private property by individuals representing any entity which (1) qualifies for tax-exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code; (2) qualified for exemption from property tax under N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.6; (3) qualifies for exemption from sales tax under N.J.S.A. 54:32B-9; or, (4) was created under or is otherwise subject to the provisions of Title 15A of the New Jersey Statutes, shall be exempt from the provisions of this section. Solicitation of donations by any such organizations shall not constitute solicitation as defined in this section. Individuals representing such organizations may request a copy of the Borough's "Do Not Solicit" list for their information, but no penalties shall be imposed if they enter in or upon a property identified on the "Do Not Solicit" list. 

 

V    Application for Permit.

a.
Any person seeking to engage in solicitation within the Borough shall apply to the Borough Clerk for solicitation permit.

b.
An applicant for a solicitation permit shall be required to provide the following information in writing:

1.
The name of each individual who will engage in solicitation within the Borough;

2.
The present address of each individual who will engage in solicitation within the Borough.

3.
As to each such individual, whether the individual has ever been convicted of a crime, and if so, the nature of the conviction, where convicted, the date of conviction, and the penalty imposed;

4.
The employer or organization for which solicitation will be made;

5.
The address of the employer or organization;

6.
The telephone number of the employer or organization;

7.
The name of the contact person at the offices of the employer or organization;

8.
The type of goods or services to be sold, or the type of survey or research to be conducted; 

9.
As to any vehicle to be used by the applicant, the make, model, year, color and license plate information of the vehicle; and 

10.
The expected dates of solicitation within the Borough.

c.
An applicant for a solicitation permit shall also be required to produce photo identification, which the Police Department will photocopy and attach to the application form.

d.
The application form shall be signed by the applicant, under penalty of perjury.

e.
Application forms, including photographic identification, shall be retained by the Police Department.

f.
There shall be a $20.00 fee for a solicitation permit.

g.
Misrepresentation, false statements, or failure to disclose information on the solicitation permit application form shall constitute a violation of this section.

VI    Issuance of Permit.


The Chief of Police or his designee, shall issue a permit and identification badge upon completion of the solicitation permit application form. The permit and badge shall be issued to any and all applicants who complete the application form and provide photo identification. A separate permit and badge shall be issued to each individual who engages in solicitation within the Borough. The permit shall be signed by the Chief of Police or, his designee. The permit shall state the name of the individual, the business or organization for which solicitation is made, and the date the permit was issued. 

 

VII    Carrying and Displaying Solicitation Permit and Badge.


Each individual engaging in solicitation within the Borough shall carry the permit issued to him upon his person and display his badge at all times while soliciting within the Borough, and shall produce the permit and badge if requested to do so by the police or any resident. Failure to carry the permit and/or display the badge during solicitation shall constitute a violation of this section. 

 

VIII    Time Limits on Solicitation.

a.
A solicitation permit shall be effective for thirty (30) days after the date it is issued. Solicitation without a valid permit in effect shall constitute a violation of this section.

b.
Solicitation shall take place within the Borough only between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. Solicitors are encouraged to wear reflective clothing and/or to carry flashlights if soliciting after dark.

 IX    "Do Not Solicit" List.

a.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any other section of this section, any person or entity owning property within the Borough may register such property on a "Do Not Solicit" list.

b.
Registration for the "Do Not Solicit" list shall be made as follows:

1.
The "Do Not Solicit" list shall be maintained by the Police Department.

2.
It shall consist solely of property addresses, and shall include no further identifying information concerning the ownership of each property.

3.
The Tax Assessor shall notify the Police Department of any change in ownership of property within the Borough. The Police Department shall remove from the "Do Not Solicit" list any property which has changed ownership.

c.
The Chief of Police or his designee, shall provide a copy of the "Do Not Solicit" list to each and every applicant to whom a permit is issued pursuant to this section. Upon request, the Chief of Police or his alternate shall also make available a copy of the "Do Not Solicit" list to any individual or entity otherwise exempt from the provisions of this section which intends to engage in door to door canvassing, solicitation, campaigning, advocacy, education, proselytizing, or handbill distribution.

d.
Solicitation at any address identified on the "Do Not Solicit" list shall constitute a violation of this section. Each and every solicitation at an address identified on the "Do Not Solicit" list shall constitute a separate violation of the section.

 

X  Penalties.


For a violation of any provision of this section, the maximum penalty, upon conviction thereof, shall be a fine not exceeding one thousand two hundred fifty ($1,250.00) dollars or imprisonment for up to ninety (90) days or a period of community service not exceeding ninety (90) days, or any combination thereof. Each and every day in which a violation of any provision of this section exists shall constitute a separate violation. 


SECTION II: All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


SECTION III:   If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable there from.


SECTION IV: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1634 as follows:
Ordinance #1634 AN ORDINANCE AMENIDNG CHAPTER 400, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE III, TRAFFIC REGULATION, SCHEDULE 24


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1634 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1634

AN ORDINANCE AMENIDNG CHAPTER 400, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE III, TRAFFIC REGULATION, SCHEDULE 24


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 400, “Vehicles and Traffic” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended as follows:


Section 1.  400-24 Traffic Control Signals.

Add the following designated locations:

Bogert Road and Howland Avenue
Hackensack Avenue & Main Street & New Bridge Road
Kinderkamack Road and Continental Avenue-Jordan Drive

Kinderkamack Road and Main Street

Kinderkamack Road and Midland Avenue

Kinderkamack Road and Voorhis Avenue


Section II. All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

********
Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1635 as follows:

Ordinance #1635 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1635 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1635

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION I:


Chapter 206 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented by the addition and changes thereto of the following which shall be added or changed to the list of fees and charges on file with the Borough Clerk.  


Section 206-2 – Schedule of Fees

Sub-section EE – Miscellaneous Fees
     Amend as follows: 



     Shopping Carts  -   $47.00
Sub-section EE – Miscellaneous Fees

ADD: Web Site Advertising -$25.00 
SECTION II:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

SECTION III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

SECTION IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading - NONE
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve resolution #08-434 through #08-445.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

#08-434 Amend Resolution to Perfect Municipal Charges to Real Property Lien Status


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge adopted resolution #08-390 on October 6, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the resolution directed the Tax Collector to make the outstanding amount of $2,910.00 representing a deficiency in the Developer’s Escrow Fund as part of the Borough’s annual tax sale; and


WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Chief Financial Officer that the amount of $2,910.00 should be corrected to $2,215.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-8 that the outstanding amount of $2,215.00 representing a deficiency in the Developer’s Escrow Fund shall become a lien on the real property in the Borough of River Edge know as Block 619, Lot 3, if not satisfied by the appropriate date.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is instructed to adjust his records accordingly, that the Borough Clerk is instructed to send a copy of this resolution to the Tax Collector and notify her that she shall make this property subject to the Borough’s annual tax sale if the outstanding amount is not satisfied by the appropriate date.

December 1, 2008

********
#08-435 Cancel Outstanding Checks


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has had on its records outstanding check(s) for a lengthy period of time; and


WHEREAS, the bank upon which this check(s) is drawn considers the check(s) stale-dated after six months; and


WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough to keep its records current.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following outstanding check(s) be cancelled and that the Chief Financial Office is ordered to adjust his records accordingly.


Fund


Check #

Date


Amount


Payroll

81928


6/15/07

$112.17


Payroll

82340


7/31/07

$109.14

December 1, 2008

********
#08-436   Authorize Cancellation of Accounts Payable

WHEREAS, there exists various accounts payable on the books of the Current Fund; and

WHEREAS, the various purchase orders and contracts creating these accounts payable have been investigated and it has been determined that these should be cancelled.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following accounts payable in the following amounts are hereby cancelled.

P.O. #
Vendor



Amount
Description

16882

Lincoln National Insurance
$ 2,040.00
LOSAP Fire 2006

16881

Lincoln National Insurance
$10,200.00
LOSAP Ambulance 2006

16217

William R. Lindsley, Esq.
$ 3,500.00
Stormwater                                                                     Ordinance/Plan

15181

Nature’s Choice


$   454.40
Log Disposal

14782

Somes Uniforms


$   282.00
Gloves/Name Plates

14784

Somes Uniforms


$    53.00
Uniform Pants

14786

Somes Uniforms


$   900.00
Hat Badges

11538

Richard Mehrman


$ 5,000.00
Design for Kinderkamack                                                         Rd.

16219

Richard Mehrman


$ 1,582.50
Stormwater                                                                      Ordinance/Plan

7748
      Mason-Helmstetter


$ 3,199.50  Approval & Tax Appeal                                                           Research

December 1, 2008

********
#08-437 Resolution Approving the Definition of Severance from Employment for the Volunteer Members of the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. Under the Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP)


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge adopted Ordinance #1289 on May 7, 2000 which created the Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP); and


WHEREAS, the Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service has issued rules for Compensation Deferred under Eligible Deferred Compensation Plans (26CFR Parts 1 and 602) effective July 11, 2003; and


WHEREAS, these regulations indicate that a distribution from the LOSAP plan may be made for reasons including but not limited to “severance from employment”; and


WHEREAS, volunteer members of the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. are not considered to be employed by the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has asked for a clarification as to the associate status of a member of the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Services, Inc. and whether it constitutes a “severance from employment” or service from the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. and thus meets the withdrawal of eligibility Internal Revenue Service requirement of “severance from employment”; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on November 17, 2008.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the membership status of Associate Member in the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. by-laws meets the Withdrawal of Eligibility Internal Revenue Service requirement of “severance from employment”.
December 1, 2008

********
#08-438 Resolution Authorizing and Approving an Agreement for the Provision of Motor Fuel Between the Borough of River Edge and the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc.


WHEREAS, the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. desire to contract with the Borough of River Edge for the provision of motor fuel for the period December 1, 2008 to June 30, 2011; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has agreed to provide motor fuel subject to approval by the State of new Jersey pursuant to the Commodity resale Division of the Cooperative Purchasing Rules (N.J.S.A. 5:34-7.1 et. seq.) and establishment of a trust fund as a dedication by rider to the municipal budget per N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39; and


WHEREAS, such agreements are authorized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et. seq.; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:5-2 provides that any municipality may make a voluntary contribution not more than $70,000 annually to any dually incorporated first aid and emergency or volunteer ambulance or rescue squad of any municipality rendering service generally throughout the municipality, and this agreement is considered by the Governing Body as a contribution; and


WHEREAS, this contract is in the best interest of the Borough of River Edge and the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen and the State of New Jersey, that the Agreement on file with the Borough Clerk between the Borough of River Edge and the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. for the provision of motor fuel is authorized and accepted.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the attached agreement.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Agreement shall take effect upon the adoption of the appropriate resolution by the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. and the execution of the agreement by the parties in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et. seq. and approval by the State of New Jersey.

December 1, 2008

********
#08-439 Resolution to Designate Payee for Coverage of Children to Age 30 Under the State Health Benefits Plan


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge is a participant in the State of New Jersey State Health Benefits Plan; and


WHEREAS, Chapter 375, Public Laws of 2005 extended coverage to children to age 30 who meet certain requirements under the State of New Jersey State Health Benefits Plan; and


WHEREAS, information with regard to the extension of coverage is available on criteria for Chapter 375 children, enrolling for coverage, plan selection and coverage costs as well as termination of coverage; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have considered this matter at their work session of November 17, 2008.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that it is their declaration of intent that coverage should be extended to eligible children as long as the entire cost is born by the employee.

December 1, 2008

********
#08-440 Authorize Refund from Recreation Dedicated Account
WHEREAS, a resident had signed up for the Christmas Spectacular Bus Trip and was unable to attend due to illness; and

WHEREAS, they had paid in full for the trip; and  

WHEREAS, a refund will be made to the following:

Angelina Di Marco


$60.00

795 Fifth Avenue

River Edge, NJ  07661

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a total of $60.00 be refunded from the Recreation Dedicated Account to the above listed person.

December 1, 2008

*******

#08-441 Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a deposit in its Unappropriated Reserve for Body Armor Grant Fund in the amount of $1948.71.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Unappropriated Reserve for Body Armor Grant…………………………………$1,948.71

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $1,948.71 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues



Body Armor Grant Fund……………………$1,948.741


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

December 1, 2008

********
#08-442 Transfer of Funds

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 49:4-59 permits the transfer of appropriations during the last two months of the fiscal year from accounts showing unexpended balances to accounts in which commitments may exceed the original budgeted appropriations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following transfers be authorized:

FROM:  Financial Admin. S/W

20-1301-011

$3.00

  TO:  Building & Grounds S/W

26-3101-011

$3.00

December 1, 2008

********
#08-443 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund 2008 Tax Over Payment 

WHEREAS, the following homeowner and their mortgage company both
made an added assessment payment for the 4th quarter 2008 on the following property; and
WHEREAS, the tax office have received a written request from the
homeowner to refund the overpaid amount to them.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is
hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot

Owner/Property



Refund Due

1104/27

Jung Gwon Gang



$911.35




182 Valley Rd.




River Edge, NJ 07661
December 1, 2008

********
#08-444 Resolution to Correct 2008 Assessed Valuation
WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has reviewed the property card on the following property and has determined that there was an error in the calculation of the 2008 assessment; and
WHEREAS, the 2008 extended tax duplicate has an assessment value of $424,200 and the correct value should be $377,800; and
WHEREAS, the owners of the property have requested a refund of the overpaid amount since the taxes were paid in full for the year and the Assessor has submitted a written request to adjust the 2008 taxes to reflect the correct assessment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Accounts Supervisor to refund the following amount to the homeowner and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

B/L
      OWNER   
       2008 Tax Billed
 2008 Corrected      Refund 
1002/10     Borza, Melissa &
    $9,824.47
    $8,749.85       $1,074.62


      Perlowin, Scott

 


      409 Lafayette Ave.


      River Edge, NJ 07661
December 1, 2008

********
#08-445 Authorize Chief Financial Officer to Cancel Grant Fund Appropriation and Account Receivable for the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 2006 Cool Cities Phase II Tree Planting Grant


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received approval for a grant through the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection entitled 2006 Cool Cities Phase II Tree Planting Grant; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has on its books and records a Grant Fund  amount of $1,813.03 of an Unexpended Appropriation Reserve; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has on its books and records a grant fund amount of $1,813.03 which represents an account receivable; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has investigated the grant fund 2006 Cool Cities Phase II Tree Planting Grant Unexpended Appropriation Reserve and Accounts Receivable and has recommended that they be cancelled.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to cancel the Grant Fund 2006 Cool Cities Phase II Grant Unexpended Appropriated Reserve in the amount of $1,813.03 and the Accounts Receivable balance of $1,813.03.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust the records accordingly.

December 1, 2008

********

Councilwoman Fletcher read resolution #08-446 into the record.
Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve resolution #08-446.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

#08-446  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$474,887.17

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$ 19,059.93   

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$  4,856.88           

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$  2,192.75

ANIMAL WELFARE ACCOUNT




$    344.00    

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$  3,335.20        

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$  4,490.00        

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.

December 1, 2008

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Higgins to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Lau-stated that he hoped everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and hopes that the good weather continues.

Councilman Higgins​-congratulated the entire VFW for supporting our military and welcomed Ray Stitz home after his recent tour of duty.  Councilman Higgins congratulated our Police Department for receiving the award from AAA.  He also informed everyone that St. Peter’s had received cash donations along with 461 turkeys during their fund drive.  He continued by saying that this is the time that we all need to help each other out and was glad to see that so many people are charitable and pulling for others who are down on their luck.  He also hoped that everyone had a very Happy Thanksgiving.

Councilwoman Walker-wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and also congratulated the VFW and was glad to see all of them recognized for their dedication and hard work.  Councilwoman Walker announced that the tree lighting ceremony will be held this Saturday in Memorial Park at 4:00 p.m., the rain date will be on Sunday, and invited everyone to attend.  She commended the Beautification Committee for the many unique holiday decorations that they put up around the Borough.

Councilwoman Fletcher-also thanked the Beautification Committee for a job well done and stated that she is always amazed that the volunteers and employees in our small town continue to do so much.  Councilwoman Fletcher thanked Ray Stitz for giving to his country on a level that so many of us cannot imagine and commended him for taking the time to recognize the VFW for their support.  She commended the Fire Department for their response to the blaze on Washington Avenue last week and thanked them and other surrounding towns for working tirelessly to put out the fire.  Councilwoman Fletcher hoped everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday season.
Mayor Watkins-thanked everyone for coming out this evening and congratulated and commended the VFW and Ray Stitz.  The Mayor stated that she feels fortunate to live in a community where so many people do so much for the town.  She thanked everyone who contributed to the CARE account because there are a lot of people in our community who need help and their generosity is very much appreciated.
ADJOURNMENT – 8:20 P.M.

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego

Borough Clerk






