                                M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, November 17, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall. 

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Lau to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Felice was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council regular meeting of November 3, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins abstained, Councilman Felice was absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – - NONE
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES – - NONE
CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 11/3/08





Re: Local Government Energy Audit Program


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 11/3/08





Re:  Application for Review – Cablevision





  Subsidiaries


Letter
-
Dave Donohue – 11/6/08





Re:  Thank You, DPW


Letter
-
Cablevision – 11/7/08





Re:  Tariffs


Notice
-
PSE&G – 11/10/08





Re:  Proposed Rate Increase


Letter
-
New Milford Planning/Zoning





Re:  Master Plan Meeting


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education-11/12/08





Re:  Meeting, 11/12/08


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 11/13/08





Re:  Adopted Resolutions

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Code Enforcement


-
October 2008


Building Department

-
October 2008


Department of Public Works
-
October 2008


Library Board


-
October 2008


Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
October 15, 2008


Environmental Protection
-
November 13, 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading - NONE
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1631 as follows:

Ordinance #1631 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1978), CHAPTER 416, ZONING, ARTICLE X, SIGNS & SIGNAGE

Ordinance #1631 was introduced by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith at the November 3, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1631

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1978),  CHAPTER 416, ZONING, ARTICLE  X SIGNS & SIGNAGE 


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Section 4l6-57 Political Signs of the Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:


SECTION 1:  Section 416-57 Political Signs is hereby repealed in full.


SECTION II: All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


SECTION III:   If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable there from.


SECTION IV: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







   Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1631

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1631

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1631

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to adopt Ordinance #1631. 


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

********

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-422 through #08-427, resolution #08-429 through #08-430 and resolution #08-432 and #08-433.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

#08-422 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the November 17, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-11/17-1

Acquisition of Property -
   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(5)




 Block 1004, Lot 38.03, 




 Bogert Road Pocket Park


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

November 17, 2008
********
#08-423 Amend Agreement with Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 1100 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 for Professional Services as Labor Attorney for the Borough


WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain legal services for the purpose of Labor and Employment Services; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 1100 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 on January 1, 2008 via resolution #08-25 in the amount of $3,000.00, amended via resolution #08-218 in the amount of $4,000.00 on May 19, 2008 and amended via resolution #08-370 in the amount of $7,000.00 on September 15, 2008; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for legal services; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on November 17, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-168 of the Current Fund in an amount not to exceed $5,000.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor an Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an amended agreement with Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 1100 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 in the amount of $5,000.00.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

November 17, 2008

********

#08-424 Authorize Chief Financial Officer to Cancel Grant Fund Appropriation for the Bergen County Open Space Trust Grant – Renovation & Improvement Memorial Park Hockey Rink/Basketball Court


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received approval for a grant through the Bergen County Open Space Trust Grant Program (#OST-RE2-06) 8/1/07-9/30/08; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has on its books and records a Capital Fund Improvement Authorization (Ordinance #1582) in the amount of $27.50 and an Account Receivable of $27.50; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has investigated the Capital Fund Improvement Authorization (Ordinance #1582) and the Accounts Receivable balance and has recommended that they be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to cancel the Capital Fund Improvement Authorization (Ordinance #1582) appropriation for the Bergen County Open Space Trust Grant (OSE-RE2-06) 8/1/07-9/30/08 in the amount of $27.50 and the Accounts Receivable balance of $27.50.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Office is hereby instructed to adjust the records accordingly.

November 17, 2008

********
#08-425 Authorize Chief Financial Officer to Cancel Grant Fund Appropriation for the Bergen County Open Space Trust Grant – Memorial Park Field Renovation


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received approval for a grant through the Bergen County Open Space Trust Grant Program (#OST-RE-05) 6/1/06-7/31/07; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has on its books and records a Capital Fund Improvement Authorization (Ordinance #1546) in the amount of $259.69 which represents the match donated from River Edge Little League, Inc. of $259.69; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Office has investigated the Capital Fund Improvement Authorization Balance (Ordinance #1546) and the match and has recommended that they be cancelled.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to cancel the Capital Fund Improvement Authorization (#OST-RE-05) 6/1/06-7/31/07 in the amount of $259.69 and the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to issue a check to the River Edge Little League, Inc. in the amount of $259.69.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust the records accordingly.

November 17, 2008

********
#08-426 Transfer of Funds

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 49:4-59 permits the transfer of appropriations during the last two months of the fiscal year from accounts showing unexpended balances to accounts in which commitments may exceed the original budgeted appropriations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following transfers be authorized:

FROM:
Public Repair Maintenance O/E

26-2902-178

$5,000.00

  TO: Vehicle Maintenance O/E


26-3152-173

$5,000.00

FROM: Water O/E




31-4462-175

$3,000.00

  TO: Vehicle Maintenance O/E


26-3152-173

$3,000.00

November 17, 2008

********
#08-427 Resolution to Cancel a Reserve


WHEREAS, there exists a reserve on the balance sheet of the Current Fund; and


WHEREAS, the funds creating this reserve has been investigated and it has been determined that this reserve should be canceled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the following reserve in the amount of $52.81 be and the same are hereby canceled:


Reserve for Codification Special Emergency Open



Balance of 4/7/08 Special Emergency


$52.81


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is instructed to cancel the Reserve for Special Emergency for Codification, $52.81 to the Deferred Charge.

November 17, 2008

********
Councilman Smith-asked Alan Negreann to clarify the amount pertaining to the N.J. Cash Management Fund.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-428.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

#08-428 Report Investments Pursuant to the Cash Management Plan


BE IT RESOLVED that the following investments and deposits made pursuant to the Cash Management Plan of the Borough of River Edge are hereby confirmed and accepted by the Governing Body.  


Months of September and October 2008.







   Book
   Earned      Market     Int.

Name of Institution   Amount
   Type  Value       Income
   Value
  Rate

N.J. Cash Management  $46,133.43 CMF   $46,133.43  $46,133.43 $ 46,133.43 1.78

Fund

PNC
                $ 200,000   CD   $ 200,000   $ 1,797.03 $201,797.03 2.63

PNC                   $ 200,000   CD   $ 200,000   $ 4,072.42 $254,072.42 2.74

November 17, 2008

********
#08-429 Refund of Planning Board Application Fee


WHEREAS, Hasmukh C. Shah, River Edge Liquor, made an application to the Planning Board; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Shah paid the $350.00 application fee; and


WHEREAS, the Planning Board did not hear this application.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to make the following refund.

Block/Lot



Name & Address


Amount

804/9




Hasmukh C. Shah






River Edge Liquor


$350.00






504 Kinderkamack Road






River Edge, NJ  07661

November 17, 2008

********
#08-430  Authorize Tax Collector to Refund 2008 Tax Over Payment 

WHEREAS, the following homeowner has made an over payment for
the 4th quarter 2008 on the following property:

WHEREAS, the tax office has received a written request to refund
the overpaid amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is
hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot

Owner/Property



Refund Due:
501/11

Michael Jadevaia



$3,016.20




Katherine N. Kuhlman




21 Kimberly Way




River Edge, NJ 07661
November 17, 2008

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-431 into the record.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-431.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

#08-431 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$1,105,468.26

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$    2,587.00   

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$      310.00           

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$      650.00

ANIMAL WELFARE ACCOUNT        


$    8,046.00

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$    7,577.38

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$    1,500.00       

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.

November 17, 2008

********

#08-432  Amend Agreement with A. Nelessen Associates, 49 River Road, Bellemeade, New Jersey, 08502 for Professional Planner Services for the Redevelopment of an Area Including Parcels Identified as Block 1411, Lots 1.01 and 1.02, Block 1412, Lots 1, Block 1412, Lot 2, Block 1412, Lot 3

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain expert Professional Planning Services for the Redevelopment of an Area Including Parcels Identified as Block 1411, Lots 1.01 and 1.02, Block 1412, Lot 1, Block 1412, Lot 2, Block 1412, Lot 3; and

WHEREAS, Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to A. Nelessen Associates via resolution #06-106 dated March 6, 2006 in the amount of $50,000.00 and amended via resolution #08-124 on March 10, 2008 in the amount of $10,000.00; and

WHEREAS, additional funding is required for expert professional planning services for the Redevelopment of an Area Including Parcels Identified as Block 1411, Lots 1.01 and 1.02, Block 1412, Lot 1, Block 1412, Lot 2, Block 1412, Lot 3; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-213V-40-7300 Smart Future Grant in the amount not to exceed $3,500.00; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bidding, must be publicly advertised; and

WHEREAS, A. Nelessen Associates has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that A. Nelessen Associates has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit A. Nelessen Associates from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed the following:

Principal






$150.00 per hour

Senior Planner





$ 87.00 per hour

Associates Planner




$ 63.00 per hour

Graphic Designer





$ 60.00 per hour

Support Staff





$ 42.00 per hour

Expenses per person




$ 50.00 per day

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with A. Nelessen Associates, 49 River Road, Bellemeade, New Jersey, 08502 in an amount not to exceed $3,500.00. 

2.  The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of  

Value be placed on file with this resolution; and            
3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

November 17, 2008

********
#08-433  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on November 24, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the November 24, 2008               meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference
08-11/24-1

Personnel – Hiring of

  Police Officer

  
N.J.S.A. 10:14-l2(8)

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

November 17, 2008

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

Diana White-193 Kinderkamack Road-complained that a resident in the apartment complex where she lives continues to park their car in the same parking space for extended periods of time and asked if the Council could have the fire zone changed back to regular parking spaces so other tenants can park there.
Mayor Watkins-explained that they’ve addressed this issue with her before and there is nothing the Council can do because it is private property.  She further stated that the Fire Chief would have to make the determination whether to change the fire zone or not.
Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-stated that she hopes that we do not incorporate our recycling into our garbage contract because the DPW works very hard and the current program works so well.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS -

Councilwoman Fletcher-informed everyone that she had attended the Women’s Club Annual Dinner and the art exhibit that was put together by River Edge resident, Phyllis Roth.  She also attended the theatrical production that was put on by River Dell High School and announced that the River Dell football team and girls and boys soccer teams continue to dominate in their leagues.
Councilwoman Walker-thanked the Shade Tree Commission for their presentation and looks forward to putting something in place for 2009 to preserve trees not only on Borough property but on residential property also.  Councilwoman Walker congratulated the two new council people and looks forward to working with them. She informed everyone that she met with school board president, Mary Kay Buckley and they came up with several issues that they would like to work on jointly to try to build a better relationship during a difficult budget season.

Councilman Higgins-thanked the Shade Tree Commission for a very impressive presentation and commended them for their hard work.  Councilman Higgins congratulated Councilman-elect John Cannon and Councilwoman-elect Mary Anne Hone and thanked Councilman Lau for his many years of service to the community.  He informed everyone that he, the Mayor, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Smith attended the Veteran’s Day ceremony in Memorial Park on Tuesday, November 11th.  He was pleased to see Joe Maugeri’s son Vinnie in attendance to hear the many accolades that were given to his father for his service to his country and community.  He also commented on what a wonderful ceremony it was and how we all should honor and appreciate our veterans throughout the entire year.
Councilman Lau-thanked everyone for coming this evening and also thanked the Shade Tree Commission for their hard work during the past ten years.  Councilman Lau attended the meeting of the Beautification Committee and thanked the Chairperson, Stacy Stein for spear-heading new projects that make the town look so beautiful.  Councilman Lau congratulated John Cannon and wished him luck in the future.
Councilman Smith-commended the schools for their continued participation in the Veteran’s Day celebration and for keeping the children involved.  Councilman Smith made arrangements with both school principal’s to have River Edge resident, Ray Stitz who is a Command Sergeant Major in the military, speak with the children at both elementary schools.  He spoke briefly about the Shade Tree Commission and how far they have come in the last ten years and thanked them for always acting in a professional manner and congratulated them for recognition they have received from the State and other commissions.  He reported that the DPW is hard at work picking up leaves and hopefully they will be finished in approximately five weeks.  He informed everyone that he and Councilwoman Walker met with the webmaster to discuss things they might be able to do to improve or enhance the website.  He stated that they had received notice from the State that towns will be receiving less money this year which will have a deeper financial impact on us.  He further stated that the Council will be asking each department to tighten their budgets even more.  Councilman Smith congratulated John Cannon and Mary Anne Rush and looks forward to working with them in the coming year.

Mayor Watkins-congratulated the Shade Tree Commission for their dedication and hard work in making our town look beautiful.  The Mayor also congratulated John Cannon and Mary Anne Rush and is confident that they will work very hard for the residents of River Edge.  Mayor Watkins commended both elementary schools for teaching their students about our veterans and encouraging involvement in the Veteran’s Day ceremony.  The Mayor thanked everyone for coming to the meeting this evening.
ADJOURNMENT – 8:30 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk
