
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, July 7, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:04 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Lau to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -


Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins,  Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of June 16, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and special meeting of June 23, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilwoman Fletcher abstained and Councilwoman Walker was absent.  

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – NONE
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the satisfactory completion of the six-month probationary period for Jennifer Kelemen, Adult Services Librarian, effective July 18, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary change of Jairo Duarte, Department of Public Works, from an annual salary of $45,161.00- Step III to Step IV $45,572.00 due to Union Contract “A”, effective July 8, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve the hire of Douglas Damien Walden, River Edge Free Public Library, 101 Thornbury Avenue, Glen Rock, as a Substitute Reference Librarian, at $24.00 per hour, to fill in on an occasional/seasonal basis, effective August 19, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary change of Judith Babroski, River Edge Free Public Library, from an hourly wage of $7.00 to $12.00, as a substitute library assistant, effective July 8, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve the hire of Ronald C. Gruenler, 27 Post Brook Road South, West Milford, New Jersey, as an occasional substitute Library Assistant, at an hourly rate of $12.00, effective July 8, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary change of Joseph Starost, Police Officer, River Edge Police Department from an annual salary of $108,334.84 to $110,418.21 due to an increase in longevity to 6%, effective July 23, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary change of John Dzoba, Police Officer, River Edge Police Department from an annual salary of $108,334.84 to $110,418.21 due to an increase in longevity to 6%, effective July 23, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary change of Chris Cheevers, Police Officer, River Edge Police Department from an annual salary of $108,334.84 to $110,418.21 due to an increase in longevity to 6%, effective July 30, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary change of Robert Naprstek, Police Officer, River Edge Police Department from an annual salary of $112,501.57 to $114,584.93 due to an increase in longevity to 10%, effective July 5, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the hire of Mary Ellen Puzen, 676 Schaefer Avenue, Oradell, New Jersey, as Accounts Receivable Clerk, part-time position, not to exceed 28 hours per week, at an hourly rate of $17.00 with a six-month probationary period, effective July 8, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the hire of Patrick J. O’Reilly, 10 Moos Lane, Bergenfield, New Jersey, as a part-time Senior Bus Driver, at an hourly wage of $15.22 with a one year probationary period, effective July 8, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary change of Jason Milito, Department of Public Works, from an annual salary of $47,611.00 to $48,091.00 due to a longevity increase of $480.00, effective April 5, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Cablevision - Power to Learn – 6/13/08





Re: Technology for Children


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 6/13/08





Re:  Sharing Services

Letter
- 
American Cancer Society – 6/16/08





Re:  Thank you, Relay for Life


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 6/17/08





Re:  Meeting 6/18/08 


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 6/19/08





Re:  Various Ordinances


Letter
-
Ian Doris – 6/20/08





Re:  Letter of Thanks


Letter
-
Cablevision- 6/20/08





Re:  New Channel


Letter
-
Transit Committee of Bergen County-6/23/08





Re:  Tugboat Cruise


Letter
-
New Jersey Senate – 6/23/08





Re:  Transparency in Government Act


Letter
- 
State of New Jersey – 6/23/08





Re:  Known Contaminated Sites in NJ


Letter
-
PSE&G – 6/24/08





Re:  Petition for Rate Increase


Letter
-
Cablevision – 6/26/08





Re:  Deletion of Caribevision


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 6/26/08





Re:  Proposed Repeal and Proposed New Rule





    For Plan Endorsement


Letter
-
Cablevision – 6/27/08





Re:  Deletion of World Picks Russian


Letter
-
General Assembly of NJ – 6/30/08





Re:  Asking for Help in Changing Legislations

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Environmental Protection Commission -
6/12/08 No Quorum


Library Board



-
June 2008


Department of Public Works

-
June 2008


Property Maintenance/Code Enforce.
-
June 2008


Beautification Committee

-
June 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading 

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1626 as follows:

Ordinance # 1626 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1626 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1626
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:


Section I.  Section 4l6-69(A)(9) is amended as follows:  Whenever any building or structure is to be demolished, razed, pulled down or torn down, whether a demolition permit is required or not, the owner of the property shall submit to the Borough Engineer a videotape of all sewer laterals serving the lot, following demolition, razing, tearing down or pulling down of the building or structure.  Should the videotape reveal the need for repair or replacement of any sewer lateral, as determined by the Borough Engineer, said repair or replacement shall be a condition to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.


Section II.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

********
Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1620 as follows:

Ordinance #1620 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1620 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith at the June 16, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1620

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that Chapter 206 “Fees” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I: Add new Section 206-2(EE) Soil Movement Permit Application Fee–$250.00.

Section II:  All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section III: If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not affect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section IV: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.

Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1620


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Felice to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1620


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Felice to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1620


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to adopt Ordinance #1620.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1621 as follows:

Ordinance #1621 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1621 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the June 16, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1621
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

   
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that Chapter 201 “Escrow Deposits” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I: Section 201-7 “Escrow deposits required for applications” delete Paragraphs (G) and (H).

Section II:  All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section III: If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not affect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section IV: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.

Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1621


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1621


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1621


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adopt Ordinance #1621.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1622 as follows:
Ordinance #1622 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1622 was introduced by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Lau at the June 16, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1622

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that Chapter 201 “Escrow Deposits” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I: Section 201-7 “Escrow deposits required for applications” add to Paragraph (F) the following: “including but not limited to legal services, engineering services, planning services, services relative to Affordable Housing regulations and compliance and other professional services the Borough or any applicable Board may deem necessary”

Section II:  All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section III: If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not affect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section IV: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.

Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1622


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1622


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1622


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to adopt Ordinance #1622.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1623 as follows:

Ordinance #1623 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1623 was introduced by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the June 16, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1623

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 400 “Vehicles and Traffic” Article II “General Legislation” be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I:   Section 400-10.1 “Paid parking zones” is amended to delete paragraph B. “Collection Box, and further amended to delete all references to the North Hackensack Parking Lot.

          Section II:   Section 400-12 “Municipal-owned parking lots” is hereby amended to delete all references to the North Hackensack Parking Lot.

          Section III: Section 400-15 “North Hackensack Parking Lot” is hereby deleted.

          Section V: Section 400-30.1 “Schedule IV-A: Paid parking Zones is hereby deleted.

Section VI:  All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section VII: If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not affect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section VIII: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.

Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1623


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1623


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1623


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1623.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

********


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1624 as follows:
Ordinance #1624 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1624 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau at the June 16, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1624

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 416 “Zoning” of the Borough Code be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I.  Section 4l6-64(D)(1) change to:

        The required side yards for any existing single-family dwelling on a lot existing prior to the effective date of this chapter and having a nonconforming lot width shall be as follows:

         (a) For lots with a width of sixty (60)p to but not including seventy-five (75) feet, the combined side yards shall not be less than fifteen (15) feet and the smaller side yard shall not be less than six (6) feet.

         (b) For lots with a width of less than sixty (60) feet in width, the combined side yards shall be not less than twelve (12) feet and the smaller side yard shall not be less than five (5) feet.

         ©In no case shall the open space between the building and a building on an adjoining property be less than twelve (12) feet.

Section II.

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section III.

If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.

 Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1624


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1624


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1624


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to adopt Ordinance #1624.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1625 as follows:

Ordinance #1625 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 272 “LITTERING” OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1625 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau at the June 16, 2008 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1625
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 272 “LITTERING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 272 “Littering” of the Borough Code be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I.
Section 272-13(D) is hereby amended as follows:

           Change “Tax Assessor” to “Tax Collector”

Section II.

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section III.

If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.

 Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1625

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1625

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1625

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to adopt Ordinance #1625.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-277, #08-279 through #08-282, #08-284 through #08-289 and #08-291 through #08-298.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

#08-277 Resolution Supporting the Renaming of the Current NJ Transit Train Station to the Historic New Bridge Landing Train Station

WHEREAS, lands located within the Township of River Edge, along with the Township of Teaneck and the Borough of New Milford, comprise the Historic New Bridge Landing Park; and


WHEREAS, the Park is considered not only a State historical treasure but part of the rich history of the American Revolution and considered to be the true crossroads of the American Revolution on a National level; and


WHEREAS, the current NJ Transit Train Station, located in the Borough of River Edge, New Jersey, is currently names the North Hackensack Train Station; and


WHEREAS, the current Station name is a misnomer and inaccurate since there is no such place as North Hackensack nor is it relevant to any landmark today; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge has determined that such designation should be changed to reflect the historic partnership of the Borough of river Edge as part of the Historic New Bridge Landing Park Commission; and


WHEREAS, the U.S. Postal Service has already seen fit to rename their postal facility in the Borough of River Edge as the Historic New Bridge Landing Post Office to reflect the rich history of the Borough, not only to its residents, but to all residents of Bergen County and the State of New Jersey; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that it hereby fully supports the renaming of the current NJ Transit Train Station in the Borough of River Edge to the Historic New Bridge Landing Train Station and hereby urges NJ Transit to immediately undertake the needed steps for this renaming and a copy of this resolution be sent to NJ Transit Executive Director Sarles.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to Governor Corzine, our District 39 Legislators, the Borough of New Milford and the Township of Teaneck, the County of Bergen, the Bergen County Historical Society and the Historic New Bridge Landing Park Commission.

July 7, 2008

********

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to table resolution #08-278.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

TABLED




TABLED



TABLED
#08-278 Enter Into Agreement with Mason-Helmstetter Associates LLC, 336 Boulevard, Box 336, Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey 07604, for Professional Services for Expert Appraisal for the Acquisition of Land and/or Easements

WHEREAS, there exists a need for an expert appraisal to conduct the necessary research, study and analysis for the acquisition of land and/or easements for a project to construct a traffic light at the intersection of Kinderkamack Road and Howland Avenue; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-028 the Current Fund in the amount not to exceed $3,000.00.  

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $125.00 per hour. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC, 336 Boulevard, Box 336, Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey, 07604 in an amount not to exceed $3,000.00.

2.  The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and               

3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4.  That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

July 7, 2008
********
#07-279 Authorize the Petty Cash Reimbursement for the Recreation Camp Program
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-2l authorizes the establishment of  Petty Cash Fund for the Office of the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, said the petty cash fund was established by resolution dated January 3, l983 by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as amended by Resolution #90-l49 dated August 6, l990; and

WHEREAS, Resolution #87-l69, dated August 3, l987, established that the maximum amount of a single draw down on the Petty Cash Fund shall not exceed $35.00; and

WHEREAS, Resolution #99-l88, dated June 7, l999 increased the maximum amount of a single draw limit to $50.00; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of having a Petty Cash Fund is to eliminate staff time and paper work for small purchases which could be handled more cost effectively through a Petty Cash Fund; and 

WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission of the Borough of River Edge operates a camp for its residents and has a unique need to purchase supplies for programs, activities and projects for the children of the camp on a daily basis; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council recognize that the unique nature of a camp operation does not always lend itself to advance planning and there is 

an immediate need to purchase items such as first aid supplies, food and drink, and arts and crafts materials and the Governing Body considered this at their work session of July 7, 2008.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Adriana Silla, Custodian of the Petty Cash Fund, is hereby authorized to reimburse the Recreation Director up to a single draw down limit of $50.00 per slip and said authorization to initiate the day the Borough of River Edge camp opens and expire on the last day of camp operation, and as long as the Recreation Director complies with all other policies and procedures in effect for the Borough of River Edge with regard to the maintenance of its Petty Cash Funds.

July 7, 2008

********
#08-280 Award Bid for the Purchase of a 2008 Articulated Tool Carrier to Foley, Inc., 855 Centennial Avenue, Piscataway, New Jersey, 08855

WHEREAS, on June 17, 2008 a sealed bid was received for the purchase of a 2008 Articulated Tool Carrier; and 

WHEREAS, one (1) bid was received for the purchase of a 2008 Articulated Tool Carrier; and 
WHEREAS, the lowest and only bid was received from Foley, Inc., 855 Centennial Avenue, Piscataway, New Jersey, 08855, in the amount of $158,000.00 minus $26,000.00 trade in resulting in a total amount of $132,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the bid has been reviewed by the Borough Administrator, Superintendent of Public Works and the Borough Attorney; and 


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on July 7, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account#04-2150-55-1616-500 of the Capital Fund not to exceed $132,000.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the bid is hereby awarded to Foley Incorporated, 855 Centennial Avenue, Piscataway, New Jersey, 08855 in the amount of $132,000.00 and the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign said contract for the Borough.        

July 7, 2008

********

#08-281 Resolution Urging that the Governor and State Legislators Oppose Affordable Housing Bills A-500 and S-1783 as Creating Further Property Tax Increases
WHEREAS, as has been plainly established over the past few years, New Jersey is in the midst of a major fiscal and tax crisis, and the State government and municipalities throughout the State are struggling to maintain government services while not increasing the already substantial tax burden on its citizens, and
WHEREAS, on top of those already substantial economic and tax issues, over the past year there has arisen a major crisis in the housing market, with housing prices either stagnating or falling and many of the builders in the State being thrust into serious financial difficulties due to lack of demand for housing in the existing economic climate, and
WHEREAS, with those two economic situations and realities in place, at the same time the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing has continued to move forward to propose substantial and costly new "Third Round" COAH Rules and Requirements, to be imposed upon most of the municipalities in this State, and
WHEREAS, the COAH Rules and standards as initially proposed would create enormous additional burdens and expenses to municipalities, will substantially increase and adversely effect the already sensitive "free market" cost of new "non-affordable" housing units, will increase the tax burden to municipalities and their taxpaying residents, will mandate additional new development densities that will be environmentally detrimental and mandate the change in character and the "urbanization" of many communities and neighborhoods, and will discourage or preclude the rehabilitation of existing housing units in urban areas having proper infrastructure in place by raising the cost of RCA units to unaffordable levels, and
WHEREAS, additional affordable housing legislation, known as Assembly Bill A-500 and Senate Bill S-1783, have been approved by Committee and may shortly be before the Legislature for a vote which will create even additional financial impacts upon municipalities and taxpayers, beyond the staggering costs already placed upon them; these Bills proposing to create the following additional burdens.
1. The Bills abolish RCA Agreements, which are a substantial tool for municipalities meeting COAH obligations and for the funding of the reconstruction of affordable housing in existing locations.
2. The Bills propose the imposition of a 2.5% affordable housing fee on non-residential developers in municipalities, to be contributed to a state affordable housing trust fund.  The fund is to then appropriate $20 million to replace RCA funds previously paid by municipalities through RCA Agreements. This proposed $20 million is far less than funded by RCAs.
3. As non-residential developers will be paying a fee to the state fund, municipalities will not be able to impose development fees on such non-residential developers to address the housing growth share in that municipality generated by such
non-residential development.

4. The Bills create the New Jersey Affordable Housing Trust Fund and a new state bureaucracy, known as the State Housing Commission, and requires funds to be deposited from several sources into this fund to be distributed by the State
to municipalities at its discretion, and further authorizes COAH to transfer monies now in municipal affordable housing trust funds to this new State Housing Trust Fund.  The net effect will be to remove such funds from the control of local municipalities and place them within the discretionary authority of a new state bureaucracy.
5. The Bills relieve the commercial development community of a substantial portion of the financial obligation to fund affordable housing growth and thereby shifts a larger burden to fund those obligations to the existing municipal property taxpayer and municipalities. The League of Municipalities estimates this additional funding shortfall to be approximately $4,800,000,000 through the year 2018.
WHEREAS, in view of the now clearly established crisis in the State's financial and tax base and the continuing abilities of both State and local governments to fund basic services without further raising taxes to economically-debilitating levels and the ongoing crisis in the State's "free market" housing market, to go forward blindly to create new and substantial financial/tax burdens on municipalities, the State's taxpayers, and the housing market seems to be improvident, reckless, and certainly detrimental to the interest of the State and its citizens, and
WHEREAS, the elected leaders of this State, the Governor and Legislative leaders should recognize these existing crises and that these additional affordable housing financial burdens will further aggravate and exacerbate severe fiscal/tax and housing market problems, and that these new Bills, A-500 and S-1783 will create even additional and overwhelming burdens on municipalities and property taxpayers, and that these Bills should be opposed and defeated.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the Governor and State Legislators, and in particular the State Legislators representing the Borough of River Edge, are requested to oppose and defeat Assembly Bill A-500 and Senate Bill S-1783 as such legislation will cause substantial additional financial burdens and hardships upon municipalities and property taxpayers in this State and will aggravate the already substantial property tax crisis now existing in this State.

July 7, 2008

*******
#08-282 Authorize Refund of Escrow Deposit to Louis Rossi and Amy Rossi, 213 Wales Avenue


WHEREAS, an agreement was entered into between the Borough and Louis and Amy Rossi, 213 Wales Avenue for right-of-way on borough property to facilitate vehicles and/or equipment to remove a tree on their property; and  

WHEREAS, a required $l,000.00 escrow deposit was received; and


WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works examined the Borough property and has determined that everything is in order.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor refund $1,000.00 to Louis Rossi & Amy Rossi, 213 Wales Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey 07661.
July 7, 2008
********

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to table resolution #08-283.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

TABLED




TABLED



TABLED
#08-283 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to Design and Inspection of the 2008 Road Improvement Program
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to Design and Inspection of the 2008 Road improvement Program; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1613-100 of the Capital Fund not to exceed 

$5,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of     Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

July 7, 2008

*******
#08-284 Change in Personnel Policy & Procedure Manual


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge adopted a Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual on March 7, 1983 via resolution 383-58; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge desire to change Section IV - Leaves; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council considered at their work session  

of June 23, 2008 making those changes to the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual of the Borough of River Edge shall be changed in the following manner:

1. Add: A New Subject to Section IV – Leaves.

Subject 11 – Litigation

Policy

Employees who receive a subpoena or other court order relating to cases where the Borough is not a party but does involve Borough business, shall receive their regular rate of pay for time away from their regularly assigned duty.  Absence from work will not be counted against any accumulated vacation time of the employee.  The Borough Attorney shall have sole discretion as to what constitutes Borough business.  Notwithstanding a subpoena or court order, the Borough Attorney shall have sole discretion to determine whether other appearances required by the judicial system qualify as a paid leave.

Procedure

The employee must present a copy of the subpoena, summons, court order or other request immediately upon receipt to their Department Head and the Borough Attorney.

The Department Head will forward a copy of the document to the Administrator’s Office.  The Borough Attorney will issue a written determination on whether the litigation involves the Borough’s business and should be a paid leave of absence.

Court payment to the employee may be retained by the employee to be used for personal expenses incurred while on judicial duty.

July 7, 2008
********
#08-285 Authorize Mayor to Sign Municipal Snow Plowing Agreement with Bergen County


BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized to sign the agreement with the County of Bergen for the 2008-2010 Snow Plowing season, payment to be in accordance with the attached schedule.

July 7, 2008
********
#08-286 Authorize Accounts Supervisor to Issue Refund Checks – Street Opening Permits


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received street opening permits from the following who surrendered $320.00 for a bond; and


WHEREAS, John Lynch, Superintendent of Public Works, has inspected the street where the opening was made and has declared it satisfactory; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from the Trust Other Account in the amount not to exceed $320.00 for each permit.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor be authorized to issue checks in the amount of $320.00 to the following:



Public Service Electric & Gas



451 New Milford Avenue



Oradell, NJ  07649




$320.00



Groundwater & Environmental Services, Inc.



1340 Campus Parkway, Building B



Neptune, NJ  07753




$320.00
July 7, 2008

********
#08-287 Change in Personnel Policy & Procedure manual


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge adopted a Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual on March 7, 1983 via resolution #83-58; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge desire to change Section V, Subject 2 with regard to Overtime/Compensatory Time Off in Lieu-Dispatchers; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council considered at their work session of June 23, 2008 making those changes to the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual of the Borough of River Edge shall be changed in the following manner:

1. Add the following words to the last sentence of Section V - Pay Periods, Compensation and Distribution, Subject 2, Overtime/Compensatory Time Off in Lieu - Dispatchers

Procedure

B. or eight (8) hours in a day.

July 7, 2008

********
#08-288 Oppose Assembly Bill #1882 Exempt Solar Energy Systems from Real Property Taxation


WHEREAS, Assembly Bill #1882 exempts solar energy systems from real property taxation; and


WHEREAS, local governments during these difficult times are hard pressed to maintain services and keep property taxation reasonable; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have discussed this assembly bill at their work session meeting of June 16, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge does endorse and support efforts being made to use alternate energy sources; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge feels that it is in the best interest of the Borough for the state to subsidize these efforts and not local government.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge is hereby opposed to Assembly Bill #1882.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Legislators of the 39th District, the New Jersey League of Municipalities and all surrounding municipalities.

July 7, 2008

********
#08-289 Enter Into Agreement with Valley Health Medical Group, 15 Essex Road, 5th Floor, Paramus, New Jersey, 07652 for Drug and Alcohol Testing & Administrative Services


WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert services related to Drugs and Alcohol Testing & Administrative Service; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1002-182 of the Current Fund not to exceed $545.00 from July 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008 and from Account #01-2010-20-1002-182 of the Current Fund in the amount of $545.00 from January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009 not to exceed a total of $1,090.00 contingent upon the  Governing Body passing and including an appropriation in the current fund budget and subject to all of the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.3 with respect to multi-year contracts; and


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40a:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed as follows:


$ 60.00 per DOT Drug Test


$ 60.00 per Non-DOT Drug Test


$ 50.00 per DOT Alcohol Test


$ 65.00 per DOT Physical


$ 40.00 per DOT Follow-up Physical


$160.00 per Split Sample Test


$180.00 per Post Accident On-Site Service


$600.00 Annual Administrative Fee


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the

Attached agreement with Valley Health Medical Group, 15 Essex Road, 5th Floor, Paramus, New Jersey; and

2. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional 

Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

3. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for 

publication.

July 7, 2008

********

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to table resolution #08-290.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

TABLED




TABLED



TABLED
#08-290 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to Open Space Environmental Review-Bogert Road Pocket Park

WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to Open Space Environmental Review-Bogert Road Pocket Park; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current not to exceed $10,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

5. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

6. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

7. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

8. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

July 7, 2008

********
#08-291 Municipal Alliance Grant Acceptance


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge has appointed a Municipal Alliance Committee for the purpose of providing to the community Educational Programs for Drug and Alcohol Awareness; and


WHEREAS, the Municipal Alliance Committee annually applies to the County Board of Freeholders for necessary funds to provide Drug and Alcohol Awareness Programs of the community; and


WHEREAS, the County Bergen has advised the Borough that the Municipal Alliance Committee is to receive $ 11,017.00 total for the program identified in the grant application.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge does hereby approve the Acceptance of total grant funds of $11,017.00; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be provided to the County of Bergen and to the Chairman of the Municipal Alliance Committee.

July 7, 2008
********
#08-292 Award of Contract to First Jersey Municipal Assistance, L.L.C., P. O. Box 532, Lumberton, New Jersey, 08048 for a Shared Grant Program for a Feasibility Study Decentralized Tri-Borough Garbage Collection System


WHEREAS, on June 5, 2008 sealed bids were received for the Shared Grant Program for a Feasibility Study Decentralized Tri-Borough Garbage Collection System; and


WHEREAS, one (1) bid was received, the lowest and only bid from First Jersey Municipal Assistance, L.L.C., P. O. Box 532, Lumberton, New Jersey, 08048 in the amount of $40,000.00; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge, the Lead Agency, authorized the bid by resolution #08-206 dated May 5, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the bid has been reviewed by the Borough Administrator and Borough Attorney; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on July 7, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-213T-40-7280 of the Grant Fund not to exceed $40,000.00; and

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded on a competitive contract basis and may be considered a “Contract” under N.J.A.C. 40A:11-4.1 et. seq.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the bid is hereby awarded to First Jersey Municipal Assistance, L.L.C., P.O. Box 532, Lumberton, New Jersey, 08048 in the amount of $40,000.00 and the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign said contract for the Borough.

July 7, 2008

********
#08-293 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on July 28, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the July 28, 2008               meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference
08-7/28-1

Potential Litigation - 

   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(5)




Ace Hardware (Palmer Brothers) 

2. Any non-attorney client privilege communications will be 

released at the conclusion of the litigation subject of any orders of the court.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

July 7, 2008

********
#08-294   Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a deposit in its Unappropriated Reserve for State and Local Housing Grant in the amount of $72.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

State/Local Cooperative Housing Grant…………………………………$72.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $72.00 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues



State/Local Cooperative Housing Grant……………………$72.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

July 7, 2008

********
#08-295 Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Grant for a Reserve for Clean Communities Grant Unappropriated in the amount of $1,400.40.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

4. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Clean Communities Program…………………………………………………………………………$1,400.40

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $1,400.40 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(B) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues



Solid Waste Management/Clean Communities Grant……………………$1,400.40


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

July 7, 2008

*********
#08-296 Authorize Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. to Enter Into a Stipulation of Settlement

WHEREAS, Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey will handle the litigation of Stechmann COP Wisse Branch Admin.c/o PNC Bank. Lessee v. Borough of River Edge, Block 206, Lot 4, 915 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge; and


WHEREAS, Alan Spiniello, Esq. has recommended stipulation in the above stated matters; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have considered these recommendations at their work session of July 7, 2008.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge hereby authorize Alan Spiniello, Esq. to enter into a Stipulation of Settlement with a total assessment of $2,100,000 for Block 206, Lot 4.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward a copy of this resolution to James Anzevino, the Borough’s Tax Assessor and Alan Spiniello, Esq.

July 7, 2008

********

#08-297 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Not Exceeding $1,200,000 Tax Anticipation Notes of 2008 of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey and Providing for Other matters in Connection Therewith

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen (the "Borough")/ as follows:
Section 1.  The Borough Council of the Borough has ascertained and hereby determines and declares that the Chief Financial Officer has, by direction of the Borough Council, made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk a certificate reading as follows:
"CERTIFICATE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER SHOWING GROSS BORROWING POWER OF THE BOROUGH WITH RESPECT TO TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES OF 2008 OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.
The undersigned Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, hereby certifies pursuant to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Budget Law as follows:
(a) The gross borrowing power of the Borough in respect to tax anticipation notes of the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008, being 30% of the tax levy of the next preceding fiscal year, which ended December 31, 2007, for all purposes, plus 30% of the amount of miscellaneous revenues realized by the
Borough in cash during such next preceding fiscal year, is $11,535,044.
(b) The amount of notes of the Borough outstanding in anticipation of the collection of taxes of such fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008, except such notes as will be renewed by or paid from the proceeds of the notes to be issued, is $-0-.
(c) The net borrowing power of the Borough, being the excess of the first over the second of the two above amounts is, $11,535,044.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand as
Chief Financial Officer of the Borough, this 7th day of July, 2008.
Chief Financial Officer Borough of River Edge County of Bergen State of New Jersey."
Section 2.  Pursuant to the Local Budget Law, the Borough shall borrow the sum of not exceeding $1,200,000 in anticipation of the collection of taxes levied or to be levied in and for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008, and in anticipation of other revenues for such fiscal year, and, for the purpose of borrowing said sum there shall be issued Tax Anticipation Notes of 2008 of said Borough, and any renewals thereof, of the aggregate principal amount of not exceeding $1,200,000.
Section 3.  The notes issued pursuant to this resolution shall be negotiable notes payable to bearer, and shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law, and such interest shall be payable at the maturity of such notes.  The notes shall be dated on or about the date of their issuance and any renewals of said notes, if any, shall mature and be payable within 120 days after the beginning of the succeeding fiscal year.  The issuing officers are authorized to provide that the notes may be redeemable at the option of the Borough.
Section 4.  The Mayor and the Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to execute said notes, and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to affix the seal of the Borough to such notes and to attest such seal and said notes, and said officers are hereby authorized to issue said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity with law and to recite therein that all requirements and conditions of law have been complied with in the issuance of said notes, and that said notes are within every debt and other limit prescribed by the Constitution or statutes of New Jersey.
Section 5.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby
authorized to sell said notes from time to time, at not less than par and accrued interest and to determine within the limitations prescribed by this resolution, the date, maturity date, and denomination of said notes, and the rate of interest said notes shall bear and to deliver such notes upon receiving the purchase price to be paid therefor.
Section 6.  All sums borrowed by the issuance of said notes shall be applied only to the purposes provided for in the budget adopted by the Borough for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2008, or to purposes for which taxes are levied or are to be levied for such fiscal year.
Section 7.  The Borough Council hereby covenants on behalf of the Borough, to the extent permitted by the Constitution and the laws of the State of New Jersey, to do and perform all acts and things permitted by law and necessary to assure that interest paid on bonds, notes or other obligations of the Borough (including the Tax Anticipation Notes of 2008) be and remain excluded from gross income of the owners thereof for Federal income tax purposes pursuant to Section 103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code").
Section 8. The Borough Council hereby designates the Tax Anticipation Notes of 2008 as "qualified tax-exempt obligations" for the purpose of Section 265(b)(3) of the Code. It is hereby determined and stated that the Tax Anticipation Notes of 2008 (1) are not "private activity bonds" as defined in the Code and (2) the Borough and its subordinate entities, if any, do not reasonably anticipate issuing in excess of $10 million of tax-exempt obligations (other than private activity bonds) during the calendar year 2008.  The Borough will, to the best of its ability, attempt to comply with respect to the limitations on issuance of tax-exempt obligations pursuant to Section 265(b)(3) of the Code; however, the Borough does not covenant to do so, and expressly states that a covenant is not made hereby.
Section 9.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.
July 7, 2008
*********
#08-298 Amend Agreement with Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey for Professional Services for Expert Legal Services

WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert Legal Services for Tax Appeal Representation; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. in the amount of $10,000.00 via resolution #08-93 dated February 7, 2008; and 


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for legal services related to 

Tax Appeal Representation; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on July 7, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #0l-20l0-20-l552-l74 of the Current Fund not to exceed $5,000.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an amended agreement with Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey in the amount of $5,000.00

July 7, 2008

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-299 into the record.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-299.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.
#08-299 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$3,909,472.33

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$   22,794.53 

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$   11,039.72       

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$      844.15

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$    1,220.00 

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$    4,455.10   

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$      583.53    

July 7, 2008

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Higgins-had no comment.

Councilman Lau-had no comment.

Councilman Smith-thanked all of the departments, organizations and volunteers who were involved in the July 4th celebration for their hard work.

Councilman Felice-also thanked everyone involved in the July 4th celebration making it an enjoyable day for everyone.

Councilwoman Fletcher- commended Councilman Lau for a job well done in announcing the parade on July 4th and thanked the committee members for all of their hard work in making it a wonderful day.  Councilman Fletcher thanked the emergency services from other towns who participated in the parade along with our own Ambulance Services, Fire Department and Police Department.  She also stated that she is delighted that the decentralized tri-borough garbage study is moving forward.
Mayor Watkins-also thanked everyone who worked to make the July 4th celebration a success.  The Mayor thanked the DPW for cleaning up the park before and after July 4th. 
ADJOURNMENT – 8:20 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

RE-OPEN – 9:40 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to re-open the regular meeting at 9:40 P.M.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

********

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-278.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

#08-278 Enter Into Agreement with Mason-Helmstetter Associates LLC, 336 Boulevard, Box 336, Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey 07604, for Professional Services for Expert Appraisal for the Acquisition of Land and/or Easements

WHEREAS, there exists a need for an expert appraisal to conduct the necessary research, study and analysis for the acquisition of land and/or easements for a project to construct a traffic light at the intersection of Kinderkamack Road and Howland Avenue; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-028 the Current Fund in the amount not to exceed $3,000.00.  

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $125.00 per hour. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Mason-Helmstetter Associates, LLC, 336 Boulevard, Box 336, Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey, 07604 in an amount not to exceed $3,000.00.

2.  The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and               

3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4.  That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

July 7, 2008

********

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-283.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

#08-283 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to Design and Inspection of the 2008 Road Improvement Program
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to Design and Inspection of the 2008 Road improvement Program; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1613-100 of the Capital Fund not to exceed 

$5,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of    Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

July 7, 2008

*******

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve resolution #08-290.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.

#08-290 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to Open Space Environmental Review-Bogert Road Pocket Park

WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to Open Space Environmental Review-Bogert Road Pocket Park; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current not to exceed $10,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

9. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

5. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

6. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

7. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

July 7, 2008

********
ADJOURNMENT – 9:42 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to adjourn the meeting at 9:42 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker was absent.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego

Borough Clerk

