
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, October 20, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Lau to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of October 6, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –


Mayor Watkins read the proclamation declaring November 2008 as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month into the record as follows:

P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS when symptoms of pancreatic cancer present themselves, it is usually too late for an optimistic prognosis, and the average life expectancy of those diagnosed with metastasis disease is only three to six months; 

WHEREAS over 37,680 people will be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer this year in the United States and 34,290 will die from the disease;

WHEREAS pancreatic cancer is the deadliest cancer and the fourth leading cause of cancer death in the United States;

WHEREAS approximately 1,060 deaths will occur in New Jersey;

WHEREAS 75 percent of pancreatic cancer patients die within the first year of their diagnosis and 95 percent of pancreatic cancer patients die within the first five years;

WHEREAS there is no cure for pancreatic cancer and there have been no significant improvements in early detection, treatment methods, or survival rates in the last 25 years;

WHEREAS incidence of pancreatic cancer is 20 to 30 percent higher in men than in women and 40 to 50 percent higher in African Americans than in other ethnic groups;

WHEREAS the Federal Government invests less money in pancreatic cancer research than it does in any of the other leading cancers;

WHEREAS the good health and well-being of the residents of the Borough of River Edge are enhanced as a direct result of increased awareness about pancreatic cancer and research into early detection, causes, and effective treatments;

WHEREAS the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is the first and only national patient advocacy organization that serves the pancreatic cancer community in the Borough of River Edge and nationwide by focusing its efforts on public policy, research funding, patient services, and public awareness and education related to developing effective treatments and a cure for pancreatic cancer;

WHEREAS the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network and its affiliates in New Jersey support those patients currently battling pancreatic cancer, as well as to those who have lost their lives to the disease, and are committed to nothing less than a cure; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge to hereby proclaim:

The Month of November 2008 as

Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month





                            Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:  October 20, 2008

********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES – 
Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of David Delia, l68 Voorhis Avenue, Patrick McShane, 120 Adams Avenue and Christopher Ilg, 404 Valley Road as temporary crossing guards for Temple Sholom, River Edge at $l8.23 per hour.



ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


E-mail
-
Richard Dwyer, PSE&G – 10/9/08





Re:  High Efficiency Street Lamps


Letter
-
Audrey Camelet Moles – 10/7/08





Re:  Certificate of Appreciation


Letter
-
Korean-American Assoc. – 10/7/08





Re:  Thank you


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 10/7/08





Re:  Hazardous Substance Discharge Notice


Letter
-
NJ Economic Development Authority-10/9/08





Re:  Library Expansion


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 10/8/08





Re:  Green Acres Application


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders-10/8/08





Re:  Passed Ordinances 


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 10/14/08





Re:  Meeting Notice – 10/15/08


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 10/15/08





Re:  Passed Ordinances


Letter
-
Cablevision – 10/15/08





Re:  Change in Channel Locations


Letter
-
Historic New Bridge Landing-10/15/08





Re:  Thank you for support


Letter
-
Historic New Bridge Landing-10/15/08





Re:  Thank you for support

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Building Department

-
September 2008


Tax Collector


-
August 2008


Fire Prevention


-
June – September 2008


Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
September 10, 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading - NONE
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading - NONE
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve resolution #08-395 through #08-402 and #08-405.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-395 Amend Agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 for Legal Services as Redevelopment Attorney

WHEREAS, there exists a need for Legal Services for the purpose of redevelopment of the Southern End of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Colin Quinn, Esq. via resolution #08-10 dated January 4, 2008 in the amount of $4,500.00, amended via resolution #08-169 on April 21, 2008 in the amount of $10,000.00 and amended via resolution #08-304 on August 4, 2008 in the amount of $15,000.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Legal Services for redevelopment representation; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Colin Quinn, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Colin Quinn, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Colin Quinn, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on October 20, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-180 of the Current Fund in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00.


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, New Jersey, 07601.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

October 20, 2008

********

#08-396 Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a deposit in its Unappropriated Reserve for State and Local Housing Grant in the amount of $56.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

State/Local Cooperative Housing Grant…………………………………$56.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $56.00 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues



State/Local Cooperative Housing Grant……………………$56.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

October 20, 2008

********
#08-397 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the October 20, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-10/20-2

Litigation – Aslanian v. Borough   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7)




    Of River Edge et al


2.  Any non-attorney client privilege communications will be released at the conclusion of the litigation subject of any orders of the court.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

October 20, 2008
********
#08-398 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer for Professional Services for the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect

WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services for the reconstruction of Riverside Way, design and inspect; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $10,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of   Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

October 20, 2008

*******
#08-399 Authorize Tax Collector to Transfer 2008 Tax Payments 

WHEREAS, the 2008 3rd quarter taxes were over paid on the following properties and the property owners had requested the amounts to be transferred to the their 4th quarter 2008 taxes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector adjust her records by transferring the tax payments from the 3rd quarter to 4th quarter 2008 as follows:

Block/Lot
Owner/Property


Amount Transferred

207/26
Rasch, Rudolf



$2,259.65


37 Richard Ct.

707/4

Reilly, John & Margaret


$  354.52


263 Voorhis Ave.

813/12
Bove, Donald & Maranna


$   30.00


473 The Fenway

908/3

Goodwin, Edwin & Dawn


$   64.50


207 Wayne Ave.

1005/7.01
EMC Mortgage Corp



$    6.95


290 Kinderkamack Rd.

1103/47
Agresta, Rudolph & Marie

$  160.25


26 Eastbrook Dr.

1205/42
Lim, Yong Sik & Soyoung


$  295.52


179 Mohawk Dr.
October 20, 2008

********
#08-400 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund 2008 Tax Overpayment 

WHEREAS, First American Tax Service Co. has made an over payment for the 3rd quarter 2008 on the following property; and
WHEREAS, the tax office has received a written request to refund the overpaid amount to the Mortgage Company.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot

Owner/Property



Balance Due
1206/18

Amit V. Pradhan



$2,412.00




224 Van Saun Drive

Please make check Payable to:




First American Real Estate Tax Service




95 Methodist Hill Dr.




Suite 100




Rochester, NY 14623




Attn: New Jersey Team
October 20, 2008

********
#08-401 Amend Resolution #08-161 Entering into Agreement with Lisa Aljian, Esq., for Professional Services as Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney for the Borough of River Edge


WHEREAS, resolution #08-78 entering into an agreement with Lisa Aljian, Esq. was approved by the Mayor and Council at their meeting of February 4, 2008; and


WHEREAS, resolution #08-161 amended this contract on April 7, 2008 to reflect a change of address; and


WHEREAS, Lisa Aljian, Esq., attorney for the Zoning Board of Adjustment is currently with the law firm of Wells, Jaworski & Liebman, LLP, 12 Route 17 North, P.O. Box 1827, Paramus, New Jersey, 07653.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is instructed to change her records.

October 20, 2008

********
#08-402 Enter Into Agreement with Environmental Resolutions, Inc., 525 Fellowship Road, Suite 300, Mt. Laurel, New Jersey, 08054-3415 for Professional Services Related to the Stream Stabilization Project in Veterans Memorial Park


WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain professional services for the inspection and contract administration of the Stream Stabilization Project in Veterans Memorial Park; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Open Space Fund Resolution #08-73 DOE in the amount not to exceed $17,905.00;and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and


WHEREAS, Environmental Resolutions, Inc. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Environmental Resolutions, Inc. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Environmental Resolutions, Inc. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contact; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on October 20, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Environmental Resolutions, Inc., 525 Fellowship Road, Suite 300, Mt. Laurel, New Jersey 08054-3415 not to exceed $17,905.00.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional 

Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

October 20, 2008

********

Councilman Smith-commented that so often our contracts seem to have upsides to them and it’s nice to see a decrease for a change.

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-403.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-403 Change Order #1 Approval and Amendatory Contract to Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc. for the 2008 Riverside Cooperative Road Improvement Program


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on June 16, 2008 via resolution #08-253 to Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc., 90 W. Franklin Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 in the amount of $255,457.50; and


WHEREAS, Change Order #1 which reflects an addition to the contract for traffic symbols, long life thermoplastic in the amount of $1,485.00, a decrease of ($10,530.05) for milling 2” variable depth, HMA surface course mix 1-5 and reset castings, a decrease of ($6,000.00) for deletions to the contract for police traffic directors and 9 x 18 concrete vertical curb for a total decrease amount of ($15,045.05).


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session on October 20, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and the Borough Engineer have reviewed the above change.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc. for Change Order #1.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute said contract and Change Order #1.

October 20, 2008

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-404 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-404.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-404 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$6,716,559.57

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$  438,727.28   

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$    1,592.00          

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$      759.98  

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$      165.86     

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$    2,718.44      

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.

October 20, 2008

********
#08-405 Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a deposit in its Unappropriated Reserve for Domestic Violence Police Training in the amount of $500.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

4. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Domestic Violence Police Training…………………………………$500.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $500.00 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(B) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues



Domestic Violence Police Training……………………$500.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

October 20, 2008

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Smith-was very pleased that Emergency Management Team came before the Council to make a report and would like to see more departments do that several times during the year so that everyone is kept informed.  He spoke briefly about several pieces of correspondence that had been received and he informed everyone that he has received information from all departments regarding phone numbers and that they are working on creating a universal bill for the Borough.  He also informed everyone that he will be meeting with the Police Chief and Sergeant Walker to go over the police part of that and also with all of the department heads.
Councilman Lau-spoke about River Edge Day and what a successful day it was and was thankful for good weather.  He thanked Bobbi McDonnell and the Department of Public Works for their hard work in preparing and cleaning up on that day.  He thanked the Beautification Committee for their hard work in making our town look great with new plantings and decorations.  Councilman Lau thanked Dick Berry for coming up and keeping the Council informed as to what his department has been doing.

Councilman Higgins-commended Detective Curt Wilhelm for apprehending two suspects for potentially selling narcotics on a motor vehicle stop and also commended Patrolman Rob Naprstek and Patrolman Mike Varrecchia for outstanding police work with in a difficult situation that they were involved in on Concord Drive.  He congratulated the three Police Officers for their fine police work.  Councilman Higgins spoke briefly about River Edge Day and thanked all those who participated making it a successful day.  He informed everyone that the Lions Club had donated a new flag and flag pole and had a solar light put on it to keep the flag illuminated and save energy at the same time.  Councilman Higgins was pleased that the Council received a letter of support from the River Edge Board of Education for the Green Acres application and also congratulated Marge Garofalo for being chosen the 2008 Volunteer of the Year by the County.  He thanked her for her volunteerism and dedication to our community.  He informed everyone that the County Welfare Office is setting up a global office in the Shop Rite on River Street on October 28th from 10 – 2 to help answer questions and give advice on how they can benefit from the County Social Services.  Councilman Higgins updated everyone on the status of the traffic light on Howland Avenue.  He informed them that Bob Costa has sent a letter to the County enclosing plans for the widening and striping of that area so that they can prepare traffic signal plans.  He’s hoping in the very near future there will be a light at that very dangerous intersection.  He spoke about his and the League of Municipalities concerns regarding toll increases on the Turnpike and Garden State Parkway which would in turn cause motorists to use local streets causing wear and tear on the roads.  He further stated that the League is asking the Turnpike Authority to take into consideration the impact on local municipalities particularly when there won’t be an increase in state aid. He reminded everyone of the Halloween Parade that’s coming up next week.
Councilwoman Walker-thanked the Lion’s Club for the flag and flag pole donation and informed everyone that Ragamuffin Parade is this coming Saturday with a rain date on Sunday.  Councilwoman Walker thanked Alan Negreann for distributing the letter of support for the Green Acres Open Land Acquisition application from Farouk Ahmad the Director of Planning and Economic Development at the County.  She explained that this proposed acquisition is an effort by the Borough to create or recycle under-utilized land into new green space in an area of the County that is densely developed in an area in the Borough which lacks readily open space and recreation facilities.  She feels that it is a positive thing and it may seem like a small park for some, but it’s a large thing for the residents at the south end of town.  She also thanked the River Edge Board of Education for their letter of support for this acquisition and for taking the time to meet with Council members to keep the lines of communication open.  She was disappointed to learn that the owner of the property was encouraged to seek a developer and she is confused as to why this miscommunication has taken place.
Mayor Watkins-stated that the Pastor told the her that he sent someone to the Borough Hall to ask about developing that land.  The Pastor told the Mayor that the Director of the Stepping Stone Day Care had the information.
Councilwoman Walker-stated that she understood that they spoke to an attorney who does land use applications and he told them that it was a large commitment in fees for a small piece of property.  He also informed them that they would have to go before our Planning and Zoning Boards if they were interested in building multiple family dwellings.  The attorney also told them that an application like that would not be looked upon favorably.  Councilwoman Walker understands that the Mayor is not in favor of this acquisition and hopes that she is not undermining this acquisition because she still feels that it would be an asset to the community.
Mayor Watkins-has stated numerous times that she does not support this acquisition because even though they will not be laying out money initially, there will still be costs to maintain and police the area which in turn will cost taxpayers money. The Mayor feels they should be looking to bring in ratables to try to ease the tax burden.

Councilwoman Walker-explained that she has spoken with John Lynch, the Superintendent of Public Works about the maintenance of the park and she has also spoken with Chief Cariddi to try to find different ways through possible grant money to assist in policing the area.

Councilman Felice-believes that each of them are elected to make decisions and by no means will everyone be in agreement all of the time.  He feels that each of them have to vote with their conscience and what they think is right.  Councilman Felice stated that sometimes he respectfully disagrees with his Council colleagues but hopes that it doesn’t get to the point where it becomes disrespectful.  He continued by saying that if it does, they’re not doing justice in serving the community.

Councilwoman Fletcher-was glad to see the Pancreatic Cancer Proclamation on the agenda this evening and hopes that awareness will increase funding. She announced that they received information from the County that a Senior Health Fair will be held on November 6th from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. at School #5, 214 Day Avenue, Cliffside Park, New Jersey 07010.  She encouraged all senior citizens in our community to take advantage of this wellness fair.  She informed everyone that Ryan McVeigh is working toward Eagle Scout by collecting batteries which he brought to Bergen Community College for recycling on Sunday.  She congratulated him for his effort. Councilwoman Fletcher informed everyone that to date, the Fire Department has answered 230 calls and had the flags at half mast for a day of remembrance for fallen firefighters on October 16th.  She complimented the Beautification Committee for making the Borough buildings look great.  She reminded the public to look for the blue law survey forms in the mail and encouraged them to fill them out and return them so they can be accounted for.  Councilwoman Fletcher agreed that all of them have the right to their own opinions but she feels that it is disgraceful when public officials try to undermine issues by publishing information or making public quotes with misinformation.  She feels that it is important whether they agree or disagree, that they continue to maintain the integrity of the position and not undermine each other’s efforts.  Councilwoman Fletcher continued by saying that on a personal note of process, she feels that interrupting someone during their comments is inappropriate and unbecoming of our position.

Mayor Watkins-stated that when a person addresses her during their comments she is entitled to give her response.  The Mayor stated that she is entitled to her opinion and she does not hide it.  She continued by saying that the information that she puts out in her newsletter is information as she knows it and as she has been told by attorneys and different departments.  The Mayor congratulated our Health Department for giving out over 350 flu shots to our seniors and asked everyone to say a prayer for John Noone’s wife who is ill and in the hospital.  John Noone is our Senior Bus Driver.  The Mayor explained that although they are looking into getting a new senior bus, they have had difficulties getting a driver which in turn makes it difficult for our senior’s to get to the food store.  The Mayor also informed everyone that St. Peter’s had an emergency food collection and she asked everyone to consider donating to our CARE account because funds are very low.  
Councilman Higgins-informed everyone that we do have a Social Concerns Committee and maybe through this committee they can work with schools, churches, synagogues and other organizations to have a town wide collection for food and money.  He further stated that it is unacceptable that anyone from this town and county should go hungry.

Mayor Watkins-agreed with Councilman Higgins and offered to reach out to those parties to try and mobilize something.  The Mayor encouraged everyone to attend the Ragamuffin Parade on Saturday and in addition to that, on Sunday the 26th, there will be an opening for “Women in Art” at the Cultural Center from 1 – 4 p.m. and also a free concert by the Adelfi Chamber Orchestra at the Middle School.  She informed the Council that there are flu shots available and if they are interested in getting one to contact Arlene Faustini in the Health Department.  She thanked everyone for coming this evening.  Mayor Watkins read the letter from the County congratulating Marge Garofalo for being selected Volunteer of the Year as follows:
Dear Ms. Garofalo:

Congratulations on being chosen as your municipality’s volunteer of the Year 2008!  Representatives from my office have been in contract with your municipal leaders, and I am pleased to inform you that they have recommended you based upon your extraordinary record of service this past year.
I am encouraged by your tenacious demonstrations of leadership and your steadfast civic-minded commitment to your local community.  As such, I invite you to join us as we celebrate our Volunteer of the Year Awards in honor of your own selfless contributions to your community and of those contributions made by other volunteers throughout Bergen County as well.

The 2008 Volunteer of the Year Awards Ceremony will be held on Thursday, October 30, 2008 at 6:00 P.M. at Bergen County’s own Valley Brook Golf Course, which is located at 15 Rivervale Road, in River Vale.  Please contact Stephanie Gallina of my office at (201)336-7301 to note your attendance or if you have any questions.

I look forward to celebrating a significant year with you and honoring the impact that you have had upon those around you at the ceremony.

Sincerely,

Dennis McNerney, County Executive

********
ADJOURNMENT – 8:55 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

