
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, January 14, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilwoman Walker to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council Sine Die and Regular Meeting of January 1, 2008 and the Reorganization Meeting of January 4, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –

Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring January 27 – February 2, 2008 as Catholic Schools Week – “Catholic Schools Light the Way” into the record as follows:




P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, St. Peter Academy plays an important role in our community by furnishing our leaders of tomorrow with basic human, moral and spiritual foundations; and

WHEREAS, St. Peter Academy strengthens the community and nation by keeping viable the right to freedom of religion, under law; and

WHEREAS, St. Peter Academy is intended to fulfill the threefold purpose of message, community and service; and

WHEREAS, the NCEA (National Catholic Educational Association) has declared the week of January 27, 2008 through February 2, 2008 as Catholic Schools Week in the United States of America, with their theme being "Catholic Schools  Light the Way”.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, in recognition thereof, do hereby proclaim January 27h through February 2, 2008 as:


CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK


IN


RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Borough of River Edge to be affixed this January 14, 2008.

 Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

January 14, 2008
********

Mayor Watkins presented the proclamation to the St. Peter’s Academy student council members.

APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary increase of John Connolly, Police Department, from an annual salary of $102,946.90 to $104,843.32, due to the increase in longevity from 8% to 10% longevity, effective January 25, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the resignation of Jean McCusker from the Beautification Committee effective immediately.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the salary increase of Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk from an annual salary of $66,069.80 to $67,316.40 due to an increase in longevity from 6% to 8%, effective January 22, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the hire of Jennifer Stacy Kelemen, River Edge Public Library, as a part-time Adult Services Librarian at an hourly rate of $27.18, 20 hours per week, with a six-month probationary period, effective January 18, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Jean McCusker – 1/3/08





Re:  Resignation from Beautification Committee


Notice
-
Governor Corzine – 1/2/08





Re:  Financial Restructuring & Debt Reduction


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 1/3/08





Re: NJDOT Municipal Aid Program


Letter
-
Cablevision – 12/31/07





Re:  2008 Regulated Rate Adjustments


Permit
-
State of NJ – DEP – 1/4/08





Re:  Permit, Stream Encroachment-Enterprise 5


Letter
-
Cablevision – 1/9/08





Re:  Channel Changes


Notice
-
United Water – 1/7/08





Re:  Hearing of Proposed Change of Control


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 1/8/08





Re:  Meeting on January 9, 2008

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Library Board

-
December 2007


Code Enforcement

-
December 2007


Building Department
-
December 2007

PUBLIC HEARING OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FARMLAND AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND ALLOCATION OF MONIES

Alan Negreann-recapped the requests that the Mayor and Council have in front of them as follows:


Department of Public Works
$ 26,800.00      Maintenance of Parks


911 Memorial


$  4,050.00


Beautification


$  5,276.00


Recreation Commission

$126,275.00      Original request.  
This amount does contain a project which was previously approved        by another resolution and one that is not eligible, which bring         their request down to -
$ 76,025.00

Alan Negreann-advised the Mayor that it would be appropriate to ask if there are any additional requests to be considered by the Council before discussion takes place on all of them.

Jennifer Dougherty-Shade Tree Commission-stated that the Shade Tree Commission has a request.

Liz Stewart-Share Tree Commission Chairperson-gave a breakdown of the Shade Tree Commission’s request for tree plantings - $4,900.00, plaques for the arboretum - $570.00 and $2,500 to add to the line item for Brookside Park.
Alan Negreann-stated that the availability of funds is based on the current assessed value for 2007 and we do not know what the 2008 assessed value or net valuation is at this point in time.  He further explained that the available dollar amount would $114,739.00 and an additional $2,000.00 left over from last year could be added to that amount totaling $116,739.00.  He stated that total requests equal $120,121.00, leaving an overage of $3,382.00.

Councilwoman Walker-asked that based on the definition of Open Space, could these flags be taken off because they will not be going into a park?
Alan Negreann-explained that they are for Continental and Bogert Road so they would not be eligible for the Open Space.  With that $2,000.00 taken off, that leaves a balance of $1,382.00.

Councilwoman Walker-asked whether the $3,000.00 for grass seed was a duplication for parks?

Councilman Smith-explained that the grass seed is not used in the park but for open areas along Elm Avenue or places where the DPW has to over seed.

Alan Negreann-stated that it would not be eligible if it is not used for a park area.

Councilwoman Walker-asked if a portion of this amount could be taken.

Councilman Smith-stated that before this amount is taken, he would like to get clarification from John Lynch to make sure that this seed will not be used for a park.

Mayor Watkins-suggested that maybe this number could be cut in half to $1,500.00.  The Mayor asked if anyone had a problem with that?

Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that this question is asked every year and they do utilize those materials from both sources.

Councilman Smith-replied that he doesn’t recall that question being asked before.
Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that she was the one who asks the question every year.  Councilwoman Fletcher asked if the dog run study could be held off until next year?  
Mayor Watkins- stated that at this point we’re alright because we took off half of the amount for the grass seed.
Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that she is not sure that they can take off half the grass seed amount because as she recalls, it does get utilized.  She further stated that if this is the case, could the dog run study be held off until next year?

Councilman Smith-again commented that he would like to check with John Lynch but is sure that the amount of seed that is used for areas other than parks can be reduced.

Mayor Watkins-asked Bobbi McDonnell to come up to discuss the dog run study.
Dan Bruen, Recreation Commission Chairperson-explained that the dog run study came about because of several requests from dog owners.  He stated that there are a few dog runs around the County and the Recreation Commission is looking at areas around River Edge to try to develop this project.

Mayor Watkins-asked if they are looking at the hockey rink for this project because she’s had several requests from young people to make it a skateboard park.
Dan Bruen-replied that they are not considering the hockey rink for the dog run.

Councilwoman Fletcher-asked if this is not linked to any other project could it wait until next year?

Dan Bruen-replied that they have no problem with waiting until next year.

Mayor Watkins-asked Councilwoman Fletcher if she would like to make a motion on that.

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith that in the event that we need to utilize the grass seed and it all fills the requirements of Open Space, in lieu of taking out the grass seed, we postpone the dog run study until next year.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.
Alan Negreann-stated that he will put a resolution before the Mayor and Council at the next public meeting to approve these plans.
Open Public Hearing


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to Open Public Hearing on Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund Allocation of Monies.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Close Public Meeting


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to Close Public Hearing on Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund Allocation of Monies.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1601 as follows:

Ordinance #1601 – AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2008


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1601 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1601  

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2008
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge:

Section 1:  The compensation for the full-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge for the year 2008 shall be as follows:









2008

POLICE 




Hourly                Annually
Chief



             


$100,000 - $143,900

Secretary







$ 25,000 - $ 44,900

Police Dispatcher






$ 22,300 - $ 48,350

Police Administrative Coordinator



$ 16,l50 - $ 51,375

Records Clerk






$ l6,l50 - $ 43,250


BOROUGH HALL 
Mayor





      

$      1 - $  5,000

Each Council Person
 

      
     
$      1 - $  4,000

Borough Administrator


      

$      1 - $ 24,500

Chief Financial Officer


     


$ 52,000 - $136,800

Borough Clerk



      

$ l6,150 - $ 67,450

Deputy Borough Clerk


      

$ 16,150 - $ 52,600

Clerk/Typist






$ 16,l50 - $ 42,750    

Accounts Payable Clerk





$ 16,l50 - $ 43,250

Secty. to Health Exec.  & Board of Health


$ 16,l50 - $ 44,900      Registrar of Vital Statistics



$  1,400 - $  2,280

Election Official






$    350 - $  1,350

Accounts Supervisor


     


$ 16,150 - $ 66,500

Tax Collector






$ l6,l50 - $ 60,580

Assistant Tax Collector



    

$    550 - $  2,030    

Construction Code Cont.Pers.




$ 16,l50 - $ 57,330

Principal Clerk/Typist





$ l6,l50 - $ 42,450

Court Administrator





$ 16,150 - $ 51,375

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Superintendent of Public Works



$ 52,000 - $139,000

Office Manager/Administrative Assistant


$ 16,150 - $ 45,975

LIBRARY 
Director 







$ 46,050 - $ 94,525

Reference 







$ 25,000 - $ 59,500

Circulation







$ 25,000 - $ 59,500

Children's Librarian





$ 26,000 - $ 64,900

Adults Svs./Reference





$ 23,900 - $ 58,405

Assistant Circulation





$ 14,500 - $ 37,325

Clerical







$ 14,500 - $ 32,125


Section 4. Longevity.  In addition to the salaries set forth above, all full time employees holding these positions listed herein shall have added to base pay the following percentage computed on the basis of the prevailing salary:

Date of Employment Pre- l/l/94

Date of Employment Post - l/l/94

During:





During:

5 - 8 years of service - 2%
5 - 8 years of service-2%-not to exceed $480

9 -l2 years of service - 4%
9 -l2 years of service-4%-not to exceed $960

l3-l6 years of service - 6%
l3-l6 years of service-6%-not to exceed $l,400

l7-20 years of service - 8%
l7-20 years of service-l0%-not to exceed $l,920

21 Plus years of service-10%
21 Plus years of service-l0%-not to exceed $2,400

Section 5. Compensation for the following part-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge for the year 2008 is hereby supplemented and amended as follows:

Hourly

      

Annually

Assessor




     


$l6,650 -$ 35,550

Construction Official





$ 2,750 -$ 16,125

Building & Sub-Code Officer




$ 2,750 -$ 12,075

Fire Code Sub-Code Officer                 

$ 2,750 -$ 12,075

Payroll Clerk






$16,l50 -$ 43,210

Accounts Receivable Clerk    
   $7.00-$21.05     

Zoning Officer






$ 2,750 -$ 14,375

Building Inspector





$ 8,000 -$ 21,550

Plumbing Sub-Code Officer.




$ 2,750 -$ 14,400

Electrical Sub-Code Officer




$ 2,750 -$ l4,400

Code Enforcer


   $7.00-$26.75

Emergency Management Coord.

  
            $ 2,750 -$ l2,605

Deputy Emergency Management Coord.



$     l -$  2,800

Fire Inspector


   $7.00-$24.95

Fire Official 





      $ 8,550 -$ l9,000

Assessor/Planning/Zoning Clerk   $7.00-$21.05
      $13,950 -$ 32,900

Custodian/Borough Hall





$l3,950 -$ 25,675

Borough Attorney





      $17,l00 -$ 27,150

Director of Soc.Serv.& Welf.     $7.00-$24.95

$   535 -$  8,375

Director of Recreation





$10,700 -$ 51,925

Camp Director(s)






$ 1,000 -$  4,315 
    

Assistant Camp Director





$ 1,000 -$  3,250


Camp Office Manager





$   100 -$  l,625

Arts & Craft Leader





$   100 -$  l,625


Unit Leader(s)






$   100 -$  l,625


Assistant Unit Leaders





$   100 -$  l,510


Counselors



            

$   100 -$  l,300


Park Attendant KBG               $ 7.00-$l7.00

Director of Night Recreation




$   100 -$  3,250  

Assistant Dir. of Night Recreation



$   100 -$  2,700

School Crossing Guards       
   $ 7.00-$20.25






Health Nurse



     

     
$22,250 -$ 46,500

Deputy Registrar of Vital 

      Statistics


   $ 7.00-$39.00

Municipal Judge






$ll,l00 -$ l8,900

Prosecutor

     





$ 3,300 -$  7,375

Bus/Van Driver


   $ 7.00-$15.35

Bus/Van Dispatchers

   $ 7.00-$15.35

Deputy Court Administrator   
   $ 7.00-$21.05

Temp.Clerical Employees      
   $ 7.00-$21.05

Court Officer


   $ 7.00-$20.25

Police Matron

         $ 7.00-$20.25

Police Dispatcher
  

   $ 7.00-$21.05

Clerk/Typist/Recycling Clerk




$13,900 - $ 32,865

Recycling Caretaker/Litter Enf.  $ 7.00-$16.85

Sewer Operator






$   600 - $  4,215

Extra Laborers


   $ 6.00-$23.75

Temporary Acting Superintendent


Of Public Works

   $55.00-$83.25

Fire Prev./Fire Dept./Emerg. 

 Management Clerk


   $ 7.00-$21.05   
      

Library Page


   $ 5.15-$11.50

Technical Serv.


   $ 7.00-$19.35

Bookkeeper/Secretary

   $ 7.00-$21.05

Computer



   $ 7.00-$19.35

Circulation



   $ 7.00-$21.05

Court Cashier/Clerk/Data Entry 

  Operator



   $ 7.00-$24.95

Tax Collection Clerk

   $ 7.00-$21.05

Code Inspector 


   $ 7.00-$21.05

Temporary Court Administrator
   $ 7.00-$39.00

Section 6:
The compensation for Judges who shall serve in the absence of the Municipal Court Judge, shall be paid whenever required, on a varying scale of ZERO to EIGHTY-FIVE dollars ($0 - $85.00) per hour, upon presentation of duly executed voucher as required by law.


Section 7:  The compensation for Prosecutors who shall serve in the absence of the Municipal Prosecutor, shall be paid whenever required, on a varying scale of ZERO to EIGHTY-FIVE dollars ($0 to $85.00) per hour, upon presentation of duly executed voucher as required by law.


Section 8:  In addition to the salaries set forth herein, non-contractual employees of the Borough of River Edge covered under this ordinance shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual adopted by Resolution #83-58, dated March 7, l983 as amended.


Any difference in terms between the above Manual and Ordinance, the Manual will be deemed dispositive.

Section 9:  In addition to the salaries set forth herein, the Borough Administrator of the Borough of River Edge covered under this ordinance shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in his contract as adopted by Resolution #90-70, dated May 7, l990, and Ordinance #l348, adopted September 4, 2001.


Section 10: In addition to the salaries set forth herein, Library employees of the Borough of River Edge covered under this ordinance shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the River Edge Free Public Library personnel policy.

Any difference in terms between the above policy and ordinance, the policy will be deemed dispositive.

Section 11: The salaries, wages or compensation of all officers and employees shall be paid in twenty-four (24) installments, or upon presentation of duly executed vouchers as required by law.

Section 12:  This ordinance shall take effect as of January 1, 2008 when passed and published as required by law.








___________________________________








Margaret F. Watkins, Mayor




      

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

DATED:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1596 as follows:

Ordinance #1596 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 370 “SUNDAY ACTIVITIES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1596 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Council Smith at the January 4, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1596
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 370 “SUNDAY ACTIVITIES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 370 “Sunday Activities” be and hereby amended as follows:


Section I:
Section 370-2 amended to include the following:




“Among the works prohibited on Sunday are all commercial

construction and landscaping business.  Commercial construction and landscaping shall also be prohibited within the Borough of River Edge on the following legal holidays:  New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.  Nothing herein, however, shall prohibit the owner or occupier of a residential building from conducting construction or landscaping on his or her own property in which he or she resides subject to Chapter 296 “Noise” of the Borough Code.
Section II:
 All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this           ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies    
 only.

Section III: If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid,              for any reason, by the final judgment of a competent                    jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not                 effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which                shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:
 This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final                       passage and publication as required by law.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego

Borough Clerk
Dated:






OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1596

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Joseph Dunsay, 151 Concord Drive-feels that it’s a good idea to apply the same rule to the commercial construction landscaping that is being applied to homeowners as long as they are within the noise ordinance of the Borough, they should be allowed to conduct their business.
CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1596

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1596

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to adopt Ordinance #1596.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1597 as follows:
Ordinance #1597 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 392 “VEHICLES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1597 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher at the January 4, 2008 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1597

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 392 “VEHICLES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 392 “Vehicles” of the Borough code be and hereby is amended as follows:

   Section I:
Section 392-2 “Prohibitive Acts” is hereby amended as                         follows:




Change first sentence to:




“No person shall place, abandon, leave, keep, store or                        permit the placing, abandoning, leaving, keeping or storage                   of any motor vehicle not currently in use for transportation                   or not licensed and registered for the current license year                   or any other unused machinery or equipment out of 



      doors upon any public or private land in the Borough or                       between the right-of-way side lines of any public                             thoroughfare.

   Section II:
All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this                       ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies                      only.

   Section III:
If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid,                    for any reason, by the final judgment of a competent                          jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not                       effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, 




which shall be severable therefrom.

   Section IV:
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final                       passage and publication as required by law.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1597

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1597


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1597


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1597.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1598 as follows:

Ordinance #1598 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 400, “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULES, SECTION 27, “SCHEDULE I: PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES”.


Ordinance #1598 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher at the January 4, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1598

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 400, “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULES, SECTION 27, “SCHEDULE 1: PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES”.


BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 400 “Vehicles & Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of River Edge is amended and supplemented as follows:


Chapter 400, Article IV, Schedule I: Parking Prohibited At All Times shall reflect the following:


Section 1:     The following shall be added:

Name of Street

Sides




Location

Howland Avenue
      North


From the west curb of Bogert Road to a point








700 feet west therof.

Section II:
   All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this      ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies    only.                                                    


Section III:   If any provision of this ordinance are found to be                            invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court                      of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such                             portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of                         this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:    This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final                       passage and publication as required by law.








Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:    
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1598


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1598


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1598 


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1598.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1599 as follows:
Ordinance #1599 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULES”, 400-31, SCHEDULE V: BUS STOPS”


Ordinance #1599 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher at the January 4, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1599

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULES”, 400-31, SCHEDULE V: BUS STOPS”


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 400 “Vehicles and Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented as follows:

Chapter 400, Article IV, Schedule V: Bus Stops shall reflect the following:


Section I: the following shall be rescinded:

Howland Avenue. Along Howland Avenue, eastbound on the southerly side thereof at:   

 The Fenway (far side), beginning at the easterly curbline of the Fenway and extending 130 feet easterly therefrom   

 Oak Avenue (far side), beginning at the easterly curbline of the Fenway and extending 130 feet easterly therefrom   

 Fifth Avenue (far side), beginning at the easterly curbline of Fifth Avenue and extending 130 feet easterly therefrom   

 Bogert Road (far side), beginning at the easterly curbline of Bogert Road and extending 130 feet easterly therefrom   

 Howland Avenue. Along Howland Avenue, westbound on the northerly side thereof at:   

 The Fenway (far side), beginning at the westerly curbline of Oak Avenue and extending 130 feet westerly therefrom.   

 Oak Avenue (far side), beginning at the westerly curbline of Oak Avenue and extending 130 feet westerly therefrom   

 Fifth Avenue (far side), beginning at the westerly curbline of Fifth Avenue and extending 130 feet westerly therefrom   

 Bogert Road (far side), beginning at the westerly curbline of Bogert Road and extending 130 feet westerly therefrom   

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section II:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1599


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1599


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1599


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adopt Ordinance #1599.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1600 as follows:
Ordinance #1600 – AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2008


Ordinance #1600 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith at the January 4, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1600  

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2008
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge:

Section 1:  The compensation for the full-time employees of the Department of Public Works shall be:








   2008

Department of Public Works

Hourly

           Annually

Mechanic I







$65,456 - $ 68,217

General Repairer






$63,428 - $ 66,095

Equipment Operator I





$59,388 - $ 61,882 

Tree Trimmer I






$58,814 - $ 61,286


Mechanic II







$55,185 - $ 57,267

General Repairer II





$53,333 - $ 55,520

Equipment Operator II





$52,100 - $ 55,716

Tree Trimmer II






$47,889 - $ 50,072

Laborer I







$44,350 - $ 47,611

Laborer II







$37,514 - $ 41,406

General Foreman






$45,672 - $100,925

Road Foreperson






$39,444 - $ 90,700

Technical Foreperson





$39,444 - $ 90,700

In addition to the salaries set forth above, all full time employees holding these positions listed herein shall have added to base pay the following percentage computed on the basis of the prevailing salary:







Date of Employment   Date of Employment







Pre 7/1/93           Post 7/1/93       
During:

5 - 8 years of service - 


2%


 $   480.00

9 -l2 years of service - 


4%


 $   960.00

l3-l6 years of service - 


6%


 $ 1,440.00

17-20 years of service - 


8%


 $ l,920.00

21 Plus years of service-


10%      

 $ 2,400.00



Section 2.  In addition to the salaries set forth herein, Department of Public Works employees of the Borough of River Edge covered under the Collective Bargaining Agreement with Local 108, RWDSU, AFL-CIO Blue Color Unit for the years January l, 2007 through December 3l, 2011 shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the Collective Bargaining Agreement with Local 108, RWDSU, AFL-CIO Blue Color Unit for the years January l, 2007 through December 3l, 2011.

Any difference in terms between the above Agreement and Ordinance, the Agreement will be deemed dispositive.

The employee compensation disclosure form shall be made part of any formal action taken by the local unit, but shall not be considered part of any contract or agreement.

Section 5. Compensation for the following part-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge for the year 2008 is hereby supplemented and amended as follows:

Hourly

      Annually

Bus/Van Driver


   $ 7.00-$15.35

Recycling Caretaker/Litter Enf.  $ 7.00-$16.85

Section 11: The salaries, wages or compensation of all officers and employees shall be paid in twenty-four (24) installments, or upon presentation of duly executed vouchers as required by law.

Section 12:  This ordinance shall take effect as of January 1, 2008 when passed and published as required by law.








___________________________________








Margaret F. Watkins, Mayor



      

ATTEST:

________________________________

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

DATED:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1600

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1600


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1600


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1600.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-50 through #08-65.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-50 Authorize Refund of Taxes Due to 2007 County Board Judgments


WHEREAS, the Tax Office has received 2 County Board Judgments on the following properties reducing the Added Assessment values for the year 2007 as follows:

Block/Lot       
Name/Address     (2007 A/A cancel)
(2008 A/A cancel)
Refund

814/34
Love, J. & M.

$950.89
    $1,426.35
      0.00

474 The Fenway

River Edge, NJ 07661

904/2

Kurachi, Tatsuro &
$172.05
     $103.23
     $172.05


Yukiko



409 Fifth Ave.



River Edge, NJ 07661

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Accounts Supervisor to refund the following property owner and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
January 14, 2008

********
#08-51 Resolution to Cancel 2007 Tax Balances Under $1.00 


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A5-17.1 provides that the Governing Body of the municipality may, by resolution, authorize cancellation of property taxes up to $10.00.

WHEREAS, the following properties are showing open balances in the 2007 tax year in the following amounts: 







  Tax Amounts to Be Cancelled

Block/Lot
     Property Owner

Over Paid
Delinquent


113/36

Getter





.20

108/16

Hermelyn


(.01)

206/3


Five flower corp.




.15

407/3


Dahabsu





.01

407/22

Stapel





.01

501/2


Chabza





.03

505/2


Fay



(.01)

601/4


Lebeda


(.85)

603/12

Heidelberg





.05

606/14

Rogoza





.01

615/37

Cimino





.22

704/14

Ruvere





.01

808/5


Cardone





.01

811/6


Tang



(.01)

910/17

Wiltsee


(.09)

1002/11

Scorciolla


(.03)

1002/23

McColl


(.60)

1002/28

Lowenwirth





.01

1104/32

Degtyarev





.02

1105/12

Cottino





.01

1207/8

Schweizer





.58

1208/12

Reit



(.01)

1209/6

Sion



(.81)

1209/18

Dougherty


(.01)








____


____







    ($2.43)
           $1.32

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector is authorized to cancel the following balances and adjust her records accordingly.
January 14, 2008

********
#08-52  Authorize Refund of Parking Permit

WHEREAS, a yearly parking permit for the North Hackensack Commuter Parking Lot was issued and then returned to the Borough of River Edge.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund in the total amount of $650.00 (excluding sales tax) for the yearly permits to:

Name/Address


  Permit #

Amount


Lucia Ferraro



318

$325.00


980 Anchor Court


New Milford, NJ  07646


Debra Golubtchik



280

$325.00


1316 Dickerson Road


Teaneck, NJ  07666

January 14, 2008 
********
#08-53 A Resolution Authorizing the Borough of River Edge to Enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5) authorizes contracting units to enter into Cooperative Pricing Agreements; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of Tenafly hereinafter referred to as the “Lead Agency” has offered voluntary participation in a Cooperative Pricing System for the purchase of work, materials and supplies; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, desires to participate in the Riverside Cooperative;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on the 14th day of January, 2008, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

TITLE

This Resolution shall be known and may be cited as the Cooperative Pricing Resolution of the Borough of River Edge;

AUTHORITY

Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5), the Mayor is hereby      authorized to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement with the Lead Agency;

CONTRACTING UNIT

The Lead Agency entering into contracts on behalf of the Borough of River Edge shall be responsible for complying with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et. seq.) and all other provisions of the revised statutes of the State of New Jersey.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.

CERTIFICATION

ATTEST:



                    


BY:

_________________________________
__________________________________

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk
Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

January 14, 2008

********
                                                                 #08-54  Authorize Refund of Construction Permit


WHEREAS, Lynmar Electric, P.O. Box 3358, Palmer, Pennsylvania, 18043 for electrical receptacles was issued construction permit 07-490 in the amount of $46.00; and


WHEREAS, the work was cancelled by the owner.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a check in the amount of $46.00 to Lynmar Electric.

January 14, 2007

********
#08-55 Emergency Temporary Budget
WHEREAS, an emergency condition has arisen with respect to the items below and no adequate provision has been made in the 2008 temporary budget for the aforesaid purposes, and N.J.S. 40A:4-2 provides for the creation of an emergency temporary appropriation for the purposes mentioned above; and

WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2008 equals $0.00.


WHEREAS, the line items and appropriation amounts listed below will be included in the budget as approved on introduction and will be included in the budget as finally adopted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S. 40:4-2:

1. An emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for:

TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION – 2008

                  


   Operations

Operations

General Appropriation


   Within CAPS

Excluded CAPS

Maintenance of Free Public Library


Other Expenses 29-3902

    



$33,000.00

Total Temporary General Appropriations



$33,000.00



January 14, 2008

********
#08-56 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the January 14, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-1/14-1

Personnel - Non-Contractual Salary   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




     and Wages


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

January 14, 2008
********
#08-57 Resolution Granting Exception to Noise Ordinance for Deliveries and Construction at the Wayne Avenue Pump Station


WHEREAS, Section 296 of the Borough Code prohibits loud, disturbing and unnecessary noise including the carrying on of excavation, demolition, construction, repair or alteration work other than between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.; and


WHEREAS, the General Contractor on this project, Hutton Construction, LLC has requested an exemption from the Borough’s noise ordinance, Section 296 of the Borough Code; and


WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council at a work session on January 14, 2008 found that it’s in the best interest of the Borough to grant the exception; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge and the General Contractor, Hutton Construction, LLC be and hereby are granted an exception to the noise ordinance, Section 296, and Hutton Construction, LLC be permitted to accept deliveries and commence work at 7:00 a.m. on weekdays for the duration of the project, and when approved by the Borough Engineer, work beyond the hour of 8:00 p.m.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exception is being granted based on information provided to the Mayor and Council by the Borough Engineer and the General Contractor and their exception may be rescinded by the Mayor and Council at any time.

January 14, 2008

********
#08-58  Grant Raffle License to Lions Club of River Edge


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an Off Premise 50/50 Cash Raffle to be issued to the Lion’s Club of River Edge, P.O. Box 33, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #602, I.D. 423-8-26559 to take place at American Legion Hall, Post #226, 215 Continental Avenue, River Edge, NJ, 07661 on March 16, 2008 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

January 14, 2008

********

#08-59 Waive Street Excavation Application Fee


WHEREAS, Chapter 362 Streets and Sidewalks, Article II, Section 13, Street Excavation, Application Fee requires written application and fee for street excavation; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council awarded a bid for the Wayne Avenue Pump Station Replacement Project to Hutton Construction LLC, 41 Village Park Road, Cedar Grove, N.J.; and


WHEREAS, this project requires a street opening.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge does hereby waive the application fee and deposit pertaining to the street excavation for Hutton Construction LLC.

January 14, 2008

********
#08-60 2008 Salary Resolution 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following officers and employees of the Borough of River Edge be compensated for the year 2008 in accordance with Ordinance #1600 and a signed contract between the Borough of River Edge and Local #108, effective January l, 2008 as follows:

   2008









Annual

Hourly
Department of Public Works





General Foreman


Marion, M.

$87,630

Road Foreperson


Schick, T.

$69,753

Department of Public Works






Mechanic I



Camera, W.

$68,217

Mechanic I



Weismann, C.
$68,217

General Repairer I

Stephen, R.

$66,095

General Repairer II 

Tarpey, R.

$54,415

Equipment Operator I

Leishman, C.
$61,882

Equipment Operator I

Lynch, James
$61,882

Equipment Operator I

Neglia, M.

$61,882

Tree Trimmer II


Ader, S.

$47,889

Laborer I



Duarte, J.

$45,161

Laborer I



Fernandez, E.
$44,350

Laborer I



Gallagher, F.
$44,350

Laborer I



Cornelio, J.
$47,611

Laborer I



Fink, G.

$47,611

Laborer I



Milito, J.

$47,611 

Laborer I



O’Connor, R.
$47,611

Laborer I



Schultz, E.

$47,611

Laborer I



Szczecina, M.
$47,611

Bus Department

Bus/Van Driver


Noone, J.




  $15.22






Biggar, D.(sub)



  $15.22


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any formal action by a governing body approving or disapproving a measure establishing or modifying the salaries, benefits, or other compensation of its employees shall occur no earlier than the tenth calendar day immediately following the meeting at which the measure was introduced and discussed.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the actions of the Chief Financial Officer, Accounts Supervisor and Payroll Clerk to pay these salaries and wages effective January 1, 2008 is hereby ratified.

January 14, 2008

********
#08-61 Resolution Approving the Certification List of Volunteer Members of the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. Qualifying for Credit Under the Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP) for 2007  


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge adopted Ordinance #1289 on May 7, 2000 which created the Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP); and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-191 requires that the River Edge Ambulance Service, Inc. furnish the Mayor and Council with an annual certification list of all members who have qualified for credit under the award program for the previous year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the Mayor and Council hereby approves the list of the members of the River Edge Ambulance Service, Inc. certified by the Captain for the year 2007, a copy of which list is attached here as Exhibit A; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be posted by the Captain of the Ambulance Service.

January 14, 2008

********
#08-62 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Payment Made on Tax Exempt Property  

WHEREAS, Mr. Paul Tozzi of 2 Gainsborough Terrace Apt. 1A has qualified
for a 100% disabled Veteran tax exemption as of 8/1/07; his status was approved by the Tax Assessor after providing the necessary documents; and 

WHEREAS, taxes for Block: 1209 Lot: 39, also known as 269 Bogert Rd. are
paid by Gainsborough Cooperative Association for the whole Cooperative as one lot; and 

WHEREAS, Gainsborough Coop Corp. had provided us with a written
statement on how much taxes were attributable to unit 1A for the year 2006; and the percentage that unit 1A pays of the total taxes.  Using these calculations the 2007 tax portion was determined for unit 1A in the amount of $2,794.74; and

WHEREAS, the 2007 taxes were paid in full.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby
authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records by canceling part of the 2007 4th quarter taxes for this specific unit.

Block/Lot
Name & Address
To Cancel

To Refund 

1209/39
Paul Tozzi

$1,164.50

$1,164.50



Apt.1A



2 Gainsborough Terrace

Please make check payable to:



Paul Tozzi



2 Gainsborough Terrace



Apt. 1A



River Edge, NJ 07661
January 14, 2007

*******
#08-63 Authorize Tax Collector to Transfer 2007 Tax Overpayment  

WHEREAS, an overpayment was made on the following properties for the tax
year 2007 and the homeowners requested to transfer the overpaid amount as follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector transfer the
Overpayments and adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot
Amount
Transfer from
Transfer to

      118/6

$100.00
4th Quarter 2007
1st Quarter 2008

308/11
$30.00
4th Quarter 2007
1st Quarter 2008

      505/6

$8.15

4th Quarter 2007
1st Quarter 2008
701/33
$9.33

4th Quarter 2007
1st Quarter 2008

      1302/13
$8.00

3rd Quarter 2007
4th Quarter 2007

1103/48
$3,133.14
3rd Quarter 2007
4th Quarter 2007
January 14, 2008

********
#08-64 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund 2007 Duplicate Tax Payments 

WHEREAS, a duplicate 2007 tax payment was made on the following
properties by 1st American Tax Service Co.; and 

WHEREAS, the tax office has received a written request from the mortgage
company to refund them the overpayments. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby
Authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot
Owner



    Property

Refund Due

113/25
Kavan, Michael & Linda
   71 Surrey Lane

$ 2,127.70

212/7

Thomson, Denise

   825 Park Ave.

$    67.71

615/34
Ouida, Herbert & Andrea
   591 Clarendon Ct.    $   295.08

909/6

Ocampo, Banito & Elizabeth 449 The Fenway

$   371.47

1104/30
Iacolina, Mark & Nicole
   196 Valley Rd.

$   283.05

1105/9
Degroat, Theodore & Irma   2 Warwick Ct.

$    15.54

1207/23
Agresta, Rudolph 

   96 Lakeview St.
$ 2,070.00

1208/22
Maar, Kara


   85 Lakeview St.
$ 2,095.03

1209/15
Fay, Kevin & Jennifer
   160 Lozier Ave.
$ 2,432.25

1417/1
River Edge 01, LLC
   65 Route 4 East
$   452.88

Total


$10,210.71

Please Make Check Payable To:






Attn: Tax Refunds






First American Real Estate Tax Service






1 First American Way






Mail Code: DFW 1-3






Westlake, TX 76262
January 14, 2008

********
#08-65  Authorize Tax Collector to Refund 2007 Tax Over Payments 

WHEREAS, an overpayment was made on each of the following properties for
the 2007 taxes; and 

WHEREAS, the tax office has received requests from the property owners
and/or their mortgage companies to refund the overpayments. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby
authorized to issue refund checks in the following amounts and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly

Block/Lot

Owner/Property



Refund Due

206/11

Korteweg, Anthony & Virginia

  $   48.26




800 Summit Ave.

611/13

Raskin, Randolph & Elaine

  $  226.62




138 Manning Ave.

809/39

Rory Murphy & Martina Hyland

  $  307.47




378 Windsor Road

815/9


Lanni, Edward & Lynn


  $2,597.33




473 Bogert Road

815/17

Dinallo, Benjamin & Valerie

  $2,680.50




474 Windsor Road

911/9


Hambrecht, Margaret


  $2,464.56




277 Olympia Drive
January 14, 2008

******

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-66 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve resolution #08-66.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-66 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$3,918,407.67

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$  336,766.98    

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$    1,375.00 

January 14, 2008

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Martin Roth- 186 Van Saun Drive-asked if anything has been done with regard to restricting the height of the McMansions?
Mayor Watkins-replied yes, we passed an ordinance reducing the height to 32 feet.

Martin Roth-asked if that is for the entire town?

Mayor Watkins-replied yes.

Martin Roth-suggested that there should be a difference in allowable height for the south end of town because most of the homes in that area are ranch homes.  He explained that the height of the ranch homes are must less than the height of the homes in the north end of town which makes it even worse when they build these McMansions.  He feels that the ordinance allowing 32 feet is reasonable for the north end of town but not for the south end.  He asked that they do something soon because these McMansions are going up at a rate which is astounding.
Mary Baker-264 Valley Road-stated that she received a letter from the town on January 2nd in reference to the water problem caused by the property behind her and asked for an update.
Mayor Watkins-explained that they did meet on this issue and asked Bill Lindsley, the Borough Attorney to reply.

Bill Lindsley-informed Mary that he, Bob Costa, Bob Byrnes, the Mayor and Alan Negreann met today to follow up on the letter that was written to the contractor last year.  He stated that he will follow-up and determine whether he put the drainage in the back of the yard so that the water is running out to the curb like it’s supposed to.

Mary Baker-stated that she’s very frustrated because the water is still running into her yard instead of out to the street and feels that nothing is being done to help her.

Mayor Watkins-assured Mary that this will be addressed.

Mary Baker-stated that she does not want to be stalled any longer and if she’s not happy with the answer she gets, she will be forced to what she has to do.

Mayor Watkins-stated that she did return her call but was not aware that the leader had fallen off the house behind her.
Mary Baker-asked the Mayor and Council to take care of this problem so that it doesn’t happen to anyone else.

Mayor Watkins-again assured Mary that Bill Lindsley, Bob Costa and Bob Byrnes will be following up on it.

Joseph Dunsay-asked if a resident were to suffer damages due to the negligence of another resident and wanted to file civil action, what is the procedure.  He asked if they would have to come before the Council?

Bill Lindsley-replied that they should get a lawyer and go to court.

Phyllis Roth-186 Van Saun Drive-expressed her concern and disappointment about the fact that the McMansions are taking over our town and changing the character of our community.  She doesn’t understanding why the Council, as our representatives, aren’t doing anything about it.

Janet Sperling-41 Richard Court-expressed concerns about Palmer Brothers opening on Sunday and feels that once they are allowed to open a half a day they will eventually be open a full day.  She feels that other business will want to follow suit and explained that Sunday is the only day that area doesn’t have traffic and parking issues.  She presented a petition with signatures opposing Palmer Brothers opening on Sunday to the Deputy Clerk.
Al Hurm-247 Valley Road-expressed his concerns about the Sunday opening and  also feels that once you open it up to one store others will want to be open also.

Mike Boris-76 Gates Avenue-also presented a petition with signatures opposing the Sunday opening and expressed his concerns.
Patty Almberg-659 Fifth Avenue-read the following statement into the record:
Good evening Mayor and Council members,
I am here tonight representing the River Edge Board of Education. Happy New Year and congratulations to the Mayor and Council members who were sworn in recently. We look forward to working with the Mayor and Council for the benefit of both our community and children.
Thank you for the recently received copies of two recorded sessions from the New Jersey State League of Municipalities Annual Conference. Board members are currently reviewing this information that we anticipate will be of interest.
The purpose of this statement tonight is twofold. First, we would like to clarify our position as it relates to development plans in River Edge. Our previous statements to the Mayor and Council, our letter to the Editor of the Town News and our public discussions at Board meetings have consistently reflected our interest in these plans specifically for the protection of our outstanding school district. We only ask that as you move forward in the process of evaluating development opportunities you consider the impact of your decisions on our schools. The Board of Education's primary responsibility is ensuring the success of our schools and the development of our children.
We understand that development is part of our community's future. As such, we look forward to working with the Mayor and Council on these development plans to ensure they further the success of our schools.
To that end, the second purpose of this statement is to invite you to dialogue on this topic with the Board of Education at a near term meeting. We as Board members and residents of the community feel we may not have an up-to-date understanding of the status of the development plans despite our routine attendance at these meetings. It is our suggestion that the community at large is grappling with the need for an update on this matter as well. We welcome the opportunity to listen to an update and conduct a dialogue with you about the status of the plans. Would you be willing to participate in such a meeting?
Thank you,
Patty Almberg
River Edge Board of Education
Stacy Stein-2 Eastbrook Drive-expressed several concerns with the McMansions that are being built in the south end of town.  She stated that the contractor that is putting these homes up had laborer’s working on Thanksgiving Day which interrupted her holiday.  She feels that these homes are not made with quality materials and it is devastating to the community, especially the south end of town.  She further stated that she is not saying that people shouldn’t have the right to renovate their homes and make personal choices but she’s asking the Council to step in and possibly have spot zoning in certain areas to prevent this from continuing.
Freddie Hoffman-407 Lee Avenue-explained that his father had an instance where he needed a special motor for his chair and how he had to ride his bicycle two hours during a storm to get the part.  He understands the concerns that the residents in that area have and suggested putting a “no left turn” sign on to Gates Avenue would help alleviate traffic and parking issues.
Michael Lamperillo-571 Mountain Avenue, Washington Township-spoke in support of Dave Palmer and feels that his business is that of necessity and there is no other business like it in town.  He stated that he feels that several small businesses have fallen by the wayside because of the Home Depot’s, Lowe’s, etc. and urged the Council to look to Palmer Brother’s as a long standing member of the community and as a business of necessity and allow him to open on Sundays.

David Palmer-Owner of Palmer Brothers​-stated that he’s had numerous conversations with the residents on Gates Avenue and has made arrangements with his employees to carpool to alleviate parking congestion in front of residential homes.   He shared some statistical data regarding the impact of traffic issues on Sunday.  He stated that he does understand the concerns of the residents and is willing to adjust the signage for certain turns.  He also stated that the main reason for his request to open on Sunday is because the public is requesting it.
Eileen Rizak-55 Gates-asked Mr. Palmer why he would consider opening if the statistics show that only sixteen cars would be driving one way down Gates Avenue?  Her main concern is that if we allow this opening for Palmer Brothers, other businesses will follow.  She feels that it should be shelved until the plans are in place for the redevelopment in the south end of town.

Mike Boris-76 Gates-stated that he did speak with Dave Palmer about parking problems but it had nothing to do with employee parking it was for customer parking.  He doesn’t feel that a “no left turn” sign out of the parking lot will have much affect on the parking problems on Gates Avenue.

Janet Sperling-41 Richard Court-also agreed that this should be shelved until they know what businesses will be going in to the south end of town and on the corner of Richard Court.

Nance Smith-65 Gates Avenue-expressed concerns that other businesses will want to open on Sunday also.  She stated that there already is a “no left turn” sign at the top of Gates Avenue that most people don’t obey so she doesn’t see how a traffic change coming out of the parking lot will make much of a difference.
Jim Miller-885 Park Avenue-asked why the residents that are in attendance can’t have their questions answered right away.  He doesn’t feel they should have to wait for Council Comments to hear what the Council members opinion’s are.

Mayor Watkins-replied that questions are directed to the chair and when she is finished addressing the public and the public has been heard, she will ask the Council to address the comments and questions.

Virginia Korteweg-821 Kinderkamack Road-stated that we are all sympathetic and we all love River Edge which is the common bond of why we’re all here tonight.  She further stated that many people still do their own repairs and Palmer’s should be considered a business of necessity and open to the residents.  She doesn’t feel that this should be held off until the Redevelopment is complete because that’s going to take a while.  She asked the Council to consider giving Palmer’s a six month or one year probation period, monitor them and see what happens.  She feels that Palmer’s has sufficient parking and it wouldn’t affect the residents on Gates Avenue on a Sunday.

District Manager, Ace Hardware Corporation-explained that there are ten Ace Hardware stores in Bergen and of those ten stores, nine are open on Sunday.  He stated that the other nine stores in Bergen County are considered to be stores of necessity.
David Palmer-thanked Virginia Korteweg for her comments and presented the Mayor and Council with a petition of signatures from people who are in support of the Sunday opening.  He also stated that he be more than happy to entertain the idea of a trial period and again emphasized that he doesn’t know of another business in town that would fall under the category of “necessity” other than his.
Mike Smith-65 Gates Avenue-stated that even though he is a patron of Palmer Brothers, he doesn’t want them to open on Sunday.  He would like River Edge to remain quiet on Sunday.

Phyllis Roth-spoke about an article in the Record with regard to the Von Steuben House and asked the Mayor and Council to appeal to the State and other towns to keep this project going.  She feels that it would be a shame to lose the history in our town.

Mayor Watkins-explained that the area is part of a park that was designated by the State.  She also explained that last year during the flood, members of our Historic Commission went in to try to retrieve and save the artifacts that were there and the State denied them access because they weren’t authorized by the State.  The Mayor stated that we are limited to what we can do at the Von Steuben House except through the Historic Commission and their work with the State Department of Parks.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Higgins-read the definition of necessity which has been decided by the courts.  He felt that there are several businesses that could argue that they are a business of necessity.  Councilman Higgins feels that this is a quality of life issue and those who will be affected directly should take priority in the Council’s decision.  He also stated that residents who live in the middle or south end of town really won’t be impacted by the traffic issues and he doesn’t feel they should base a decision on what other towns do.  He continued by saying that he has heard from many residents who say they are burdened six days a week and want respite on the seventh.  He stated that they’re reasoning is not to punish Palmer’s or any other business but to listen to the residents who are saying that they’re quality of life will be affected.  Councilman Higgins voted to maintain the ordinance as is.
Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that she will make her comments when they return to work session and asked the public to stay.  Councilwoman Fletcher spoke about the retirement ceremony for Chief Starace and thanked him for his dedication to the community, his family and his association.  She announced that Chris Weismann was sworn in as Chief of the Fire Department and explained the length of time he spent going through the ranks of the Fire Department.  She reminded that the River Dell Football State Champions will be receiving awards from the Mayor and Council at the next work session and invited everyone to attend.  Councilwoman Fletcher also informed everyone that she and Councilman Smith sat with the Governor today as he presented some information of his new financial plan and encouraged anyone to come and discuss with her what they learned.
Councilman Felice-stated that he understands the concerns of residents but he feels that it’s important to keep small businesses alive in River Edge.  He stated that he is disappointed in the Council’s view and feels that they should encourage businesses to thrive and explained that they can argue all day about the definition of necessity.  He feels that they need to take into consideration that Palmer Brothers is constantly up against the big business and if we were to lose them, it would definitely affect our quality of life.  He continued by saying that as far as necessity, he doesn’t feel that it’s a necessity to have a liquor store open on Sunday but it is.  He feels that Palmer Brothers business would fall under the category of necessity and it would provide a needed service. Councilman Felice is voting to allow Palmer Brothers to open on Sunday.
Councilwoman Walker-congratulated Chief Weismann and his officers on their appointments.  She explained that one of the reasons that she ran for Council was to get involved and do what’s best for the community and feels that sometimes they are asked to make quick decisions without taking the looking at the whole picture.  She feels that they are at a crossroads with things that are going on in the sound end of town with the McMansions overtaking the residents that live there.  Councilwoman Walker explained that the McMansions don’t bother people in the north end like they do the people in the south end because they don’t live with it everyday.  She also feels that the Palmer Brothers issue is also quality of life issue and they need to have more discussion about it because redevelopment will be taking place down the road.  She stated Councilwoman Hone made a motion last summer to get the Visioning Committee going and she feels that this is the perfect example of what that would address.  She feels that the community needs to have input on how we move forward on these types of issues.
Councilman Higgins-wished Chris Weismann and Tom Cariddi all the best on their appointments and thanked the students of St. Peter’s for coming to the meeting this evening.

Councilman Lau-thanked everyone for coming this evening.  He thanked Chief Stucke and Chief Starace who will be leaving their positions for their hard work and congratulated those who will be coming in.  Councilman Lau stated that he understands the concerns of some residents and feels that it’s important to support our businesses so that they stay in town.  He voted in favor of Palmer Brothers being open on Sunday.
Councilman Smith-commented that Chief Starace has been a man of service to his community and his country for a long time and has always been in the forefront of law enforcement and will be sorely missed.  He stated that Chief Starace has been working with Tom Cariddi, to prepare him for the Police Chief’s position and wished Tom the best of luck in the future.  Councilman mentioned a potential meeting that Patty Almberg would like to have with the Borough on redevelopment and feels that it’s a great time to inform the residents and businesses of what’s going on.  He also feels that the Palmer Brothers issue is a quality of life issue and hopes that Mr. Palmer doesn’t perceive it to be a negative on the part of the members of the Council because they too are residents of the community trying to make the best decisions they can.
Mayor Watkins-thanked everyone for coming this evening and congratulated Chief Starace for his 42 years of service to the Police Department and commented on the lovely celebration they had for him.  The Mayor also congratulated Chris Weismann on his appointment as Fire Department Chief and thanked Dave Stucke for his leadership over the past two years.  She thanked the students of St. Peter’s for coming to the meeting and commended all of the schools for doing a wonderful job in preparing the children for the future.  She again thanked everyone for coming up and voicing their opinions.
ADJOURNMENT – 10:00 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:
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