
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, March 3, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Higgins to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -


Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of February 19, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Higgins voted yes, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher abstained.

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session of February 25, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice abstained.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – NONE
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –
Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of Margaret Churley, Reference Librarian, from Step III - $52,076.00 to Step IV - $54,817.00, effective February 1, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of Daragh O’Connor, Library Director, from Step III - $80,602.00 to Step IV - $90,000.00, effective February 1, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the salary change of Lisa Hessman, Office Manager/Administrative Assistant, Department of Public Works, from Step I - $40,180.00 to Step II - $42,412.00, effective April 1, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the salary change of Tom Schick, Road Foreperson, Department of Public Works, from Step II - $69,753.00 to Step III - $73,424.00, effective April 1, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the appointment of Gertrude San Jose as Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the hire of Jason McDermott, Police Crossing Guard, at an hourly rate of $18.23, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the resignation of Gregg Cariddi from the Zoning Board of Adjustment, effective March 1, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Jean-Pierre Younis, River Edge Volunteer Fire Department, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
NJ General Assembly – 2/15/08





Re:  Cut Spending Don’t Borrow


Letter
-
River Edge Public Schools – 2/15/08





Re:  3/4/08 Meeting with NJ School Board





 Representative, Nancy Stern


Letter
-
Cablevision – 2/20/08





Re:  Launch of Leased Access Programming                                
 Channel


Letter
-
Northeast NJ Watershed Alliance – 2/25/08





Re:  Canada Good Issues


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 2/25/08





Re:  Automatic Traffic Control Signals


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 2/25/08





Re:  Evening of Vaudeville – 3/28/08


Statement
-
River Edge Swim Club – 2/25/08





Re:  Financial Statement-10/31/07


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 2/26/08





Re:  Meeting – 2/27/08


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 2/27/08





Re:  Columbus Day Parade


Letter
-
Bergen County Utilities Authority - 2/27/08





Re:  Public Hearing


Letter
-
Cablevision – 2/27/08





Re:  Advance Pay Policy for New Customers


Notice
-
River Dell Regional Board of Education-2/28/08





Re:  Meeting – 3/13/08


Letter
-
Gregg Cariddi – 2/28/08





Re:  Resignation

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Building Department


-
January 2008


Beautification Committee

-
February 7, 2008


Tax Collector



-
January 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1608 as follows:

Ordinance #1608 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 400, “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULES, SECTION 28, “SCHEDULE II: PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS:” AND CHAPTER 400-30.1 “SCHEDULE IV-A”


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1608 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1608

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 400, “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULES, SECTION 28, “SCHEDULE II: PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS” AND CHAPTER 400-30.1 “SCHEDULE IV-A” 


BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 400 “Vehicles & Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of River Edge is amended and supplemented as follows:


Chapter 400-30.1 Schedule IV-A: Paid Parking Zones shall reflect the following:


Section I. The following shall be rescinded:

Name of Street
Sides

Days/Hours


Location

Elizabeth Street
Both

Monday through Friday
From Main Street 






5:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.
to Grand Avenue


Section II: The following new section is added to Chapter 400, Article IV, Section 28, Schedule II Parking Prohibited During Certain Hours:
Name of Street
Sides

Days/Hours


Location

Elizabeth Street
Both

Monday through Friday
From Main Street 






7:00a.m.to 9:30a.m.
to Grand Avenue


All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1609 as follows:
Ordinance #1609 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1609 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1609
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 201 “Escrow Deposits” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I
§201-7 Escrow deposits required for applications amended to add:

G.
Soil Movement Permits for fewer than 100 cubic yards of soil:

(1)   Engineering Escrow:   $500.00

(2)   Legal Escrow:   $500.00

H.
Soil Movement Permits for 100 or more cubic yards of soil:

(1)   Engineering Escrow:   $1,000.00

(2)   Legal Escrow:   $1,000.00

Section II
If any provisions of this chapter are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this chapter, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section III
All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section IV
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication

according to law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
TABLED



TABLED


TABLED

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1610 as follows:

Ordinance #1610 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Bill Lindsley-explained that when he wrote this ordinance he left a blank for the amount of the application fee hoping to have a discussion with the Council to determine what if any fee it should be.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Felice to TABLE the first reading of Ordinance #1610 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1610
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 206 “Fees” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I
§206-2EE (Miscellaneous Fees) amended as follows:

Under “Use Variances” delete “a minimum of $1,500.00 in escrow”

Add: “Soil Movement Permit Application” $_______

Section II
If any provisions of this chapter are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this chapter, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section III
All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this

ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section IV
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage

and publication according to law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1605 as follows:

Ordinance #1605 - AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2008


Ordinance #1605 was introduced by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Higgins at the February 19, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1605

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2008


WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY2008 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the budget for said year, amounting to $346,527.69 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and 


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring that, in the CY2008 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of River Edge shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14, be increase by 3.5% amounting to $346,527.69 and that the CY2008 municipal budget for the borough of River Edge be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and


BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and


BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced by filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days on introduction; and


BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption.





















_____________________________








Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:    
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1605


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1605 


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1605


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1605.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1606 as follows:
Ordinance #1606 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING Chapter 354 “SOIL REMOVAL” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1606 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith at the February 19, 2008 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1606

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 354 “SOIL REMOVAL” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 354 “Soil Removal” be and hereby amended as follows:

SECTION I:

Section 354-2(B)(1) and (2) deleted.

SECTION II:

Section 354-2(C) changed to “No person shall move soil from, into or within the Borough of River Edge without having first obtained a permit approving said movement”.

SECTION III:
Section 354-3(B) deleted.

SECTION IV:

Section 354-7(A) changed to “Soil shall not be moved within,                   to or from the Borough of River Edge without having first                     applied for a permit in accordance with this chapter.                         Application shall be made to the Planning Board of the                        Borough of River Edge for approval to move the soil within,                   to or from the Borough of River Edge if the volume of the                     soil exceeds 100 cubic yards”.

SECTION V:

All references to “Construction Official” to be changed to                    “Borough Engineer or his designee”.

SECTION VI:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this                       ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies                      only.

SECTION VII:
If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid,                    for any reason, by the final judgment of a Court of                           competent jurisdiction, the validity of such portions shall                   not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which                   shall be severable therefrom.

SECTION VIII:
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final                       passage and Publication as required by law.








Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1606


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Ian Doris-418 The Fenway-asked what the purpose of this ordinance is.

Bill Lindsley-explained that this ordinance is intended to remove from the existing ordinance, certain exceptions which have been subject to abuse by developers and others.  He further explained that it doesn’t change the existing ordinance but removes exceptions which people were using to not get soil movement permits.

Ian Doris-stated that he became aware of this ordinance because he appeared before the Zoning Board for an improvement to his home.  He asked what excavation means.

Bill Lindsley-explained that Section IV of the Ordinance removes an exception, Section II adds the wording “within” which regulates soil movement within the Borough and it changes the person in charge from the Construction Official to the Borough Engineer.

Ian Doris-asked if it was appropriate for him to state an objection or concern.

Mayor Watkins-replied, yes now is the time.

Ian Doris-stated that he doesn’t think the Mayor and Council have considered how this will impact the normal citizen when doing a project.  He feels that this ordinance will hurt those who are doing responsible work by adding on additional costs and will give the Borough Engineer too much power.
Bill Lindsley-explained that this ordinance doesn’t grant any additional power to the Construction Official or Borough Engineer that wasn’t in the existing ordinance that has been in place for twenty years.

Ian Doris- stated that now, it does take away the exceptions that the homeowner was entitled to previously.

Bill Lindsley-added that the problem they were having was that people were coming in saying what they were going to do and no one was reviewing it.  He further explained that they are taking the discretion out of the hands of the builders, developers and homeowners and putting it the hands of the engineer. He told Mr. Doris that if he can still show that he’s not going to change the grade on his project, that’s the end of the story.  He explained that one of the changes that would benefit him would be that now up to 100 cubic yards is to be reviewed by the engineer.  Before this change, anything over 30 cubic yards went to the Planning Board which would add additional time and expense.
Ian Doris-explained the additional work and costs he would have now that he wouldn’t have had before.  He feels that because there have been issues with  irresponsible people causing problems to someone’s property, they shouldn’t be the one’s who dictate to the responsible people what gets done.  He asked the Council to reconsider it and tailor it a little more narrowly so that the homeowner is not impacted in this way.
Bill Lindsley-replied that he doesn’t know how that can be done since language is being deleted.

Ian Doris-suggested adding language back in and add restrictions.  He feels that there must be another way to tailor this to address the legitimate concerns they have without hurting the rest of us.

Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-asked if the Borough Engineer would have the topographical maps?

Bill Lindsley-replied, not for every property.

Peggy White-asked what is 100 cubic yards.

Bill Lindsley-replied that it’s about three dump truck loads.  He also explained that the purpose of this ordinance is to try to put more enforcement power into the ordinance by having the engineer review every application for soil movement.

Peggy White-is this just for soil movement or would it include water drainage.

Bill Lindsley-replied that it means any change in the grade created by moving the soil. If you move the soil, you will be changing the flow of water.

Peggy White-asked if the water issue is in the ordinance.

Bill Lindsley-stated that it’s the whole purpose behind regulating soil movement.

Charlie Keehn-855 Park Avenue-asked what is the topographical map?

Bill Lindsley-explained that it shows the existing contours on the land, the grade and how water is flowing and would show where the grades would be after proposed construction.

Mayor Watkins-explained that several years ago there was a resident on Summit Avenue who lived next door to property that was eventually sub-divided and the contractor who purchased the property did a lot of digging and changed the contour of the property.  The resident was consistently coming to Council meetings because she constantly had soil running over her property and was flooded every time it rained.  The Mayor explained that if there had been a topography map at that time, perhaps the contractor would have been more conscious of what he was doing and would realize the impact his digging would have on the neighbors.
Charlie Keehn-asked why the town engineer wasn’t involved in that.

Mayor Watkins-explained that it was a long time ago and it was a different engineer.

Eric Model-155 Manning Avenue-thanked the Mayor for her comments and explained that the abuses are not so isolated and there are many residents who have been impacted with these situations.  

Alphonse Bartelloni-260 Webb Avenue-asked if the term “moved within the Borough of River Edge” was defined anywhere.  He asked if that means the lot itself within the Borough of River Edge and asked again if that was defined anywhere.
Bill Lindsley-replied, within the Borough and they would use the regular meaning of the word within which is defined in the dictionary.
Mayor Watkins-asked if within means on the same property, if they move one cubic foot of soil from one corner of the property to another are they are still obliged to follow this?

Bill Lindsley-replied, that would be moving soil on site and yes, they would have to.  He explained that under the old ordinance, you could literally pick up your soil and move it anywhere within the Borough without having anyone review it or regulate it.  He further explained that there have been instances that soil was being moved from one part of town to another and there was no prohibition against it, there was only prohibition on moving it out or in.
Ian Doris-objects to this ordinance because he feels that any digging on your property will cause an incredible expense to residents.  He asked if there is some other way to do this more restrictively to accomplish very worthy goals without hurting the responsible homeowners.
Bill Lindsley-explained that in the past the Building Department had a procedure that affidavits or letters had to be done certifying that the grade would not be changed.  Some of those letters or affadavits turned out to be false which created problems for several properties.  He further stated that this entire ordinance is being reviewed and re-written in the next six weeks and these changes are to enact  additional enforcement by the Borough Engineer.  He stated that they receive complaints every week from homeowners complaining that their property is being over run by water because someone next door or behind them changed the grade.  With this ordinance, they are trying to make sure the grades don’t get changed.  He informed Mr. Doris that the new ordinance may very well have an exception for a smaller amount.

Mayor Watkins-asked if this ordinance will take effect on March 7th.
Bill Lindsley-replied, yes.

Mayor Watkins-asked if Mr. Doris has already been approved by the Zoning Board, what is his obligation?

Bill Lindsley-replied that he’s got his variance but doesn’t have any building permit or soil movement permit.
Mayor Watkins-asked if he had his soil permit, would he be subject to all of these fees if he did it before the 7th?

Bill Lindsley-replied, the escrow fees is another question.  He explained that the enforcement for the soil movement ordinance which has been effect twenty years has been lax and there hasn’t been any applications before the Planning Board in that twenty year period.  There are no escrows on the books to pay professionals for the soil movement applications so he thinks that there would be some escrow required by the engineer.

Alphonse Bartelloni-finds it objectionable that the Council would legislate a stop gap and feels that the problem isn’t that they don’t have an ordinance but that they have a lack of enforcement.  He feels that they should be directing their effort to enforcement rather than writing ordinances that will affect citizens in a way that’s not necessary.  He also stated that residents have a separate recourse for damage to their property by taking the issue to court so that the town doesn’t have to get involved.
Bill Lindsley-explained that there are five parts to this ordinance and two of them have to do with enforcement, one has to do with the engineer now being involved, one has to do with taking it out of the hands of the Planning Board up to 100 cubic yards to make it easier for an applicant.  He also stated that as far as the municipality not legislating, we need to protect property owners especially when they are getting construction permits.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1606


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1606


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Felice to adopt Ordinance #1606.

Councilman Higgins-explained his reasons for voting yes on this ordinance and cited several hardships that residents have experienced in town.

Councilman Felice-explained his reasons for an affirmative vote and stated that he has always been in the forefront of the rights of property owners and not over legislating but he feels comfortable that this ordinance deals with the issue of enforcement. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1607 as follows:

Ordinance #1607 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

Ordinance #1607 was introduced by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Higgins at the February 19, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1607

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION I:


Chapter 206 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented by the addition and changes thereto of the following which shall be added or changed to the list of fees and charges on file with the Borough Clerk.  


Section 206-2 – Schedule of Fees

Sub-section M.     Amend as follows: Police Officer Application Fee - $125.00

Sub-section EE.    Amend as follows:




 Raffle License Fee – 2009 - $15.00

                                        2010 - $20.00




 Add:  Solicitor’s Permit – 2009 - $15.00

SECTION II:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

SECTION III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

SECTION IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1607

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1607 

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Felice to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1607

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adopt Ordinance #1607.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve resolution #08-110 through #08-112, #08-114, #08-115 and #08-117.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-110 Emergency Temporary Budget
WHEREAS, an emergency condition has arisen with respect to the items below and no adequate provision has been made in the 2008 temporary budget for the aforesaid purposes, and N.J.S. 40A:4-2 provides for the creation of an emergency temporary appropriation for the purposes mentioned above; and

WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2008 equals $3,739,579.24.


WHEREAS, the line items and appropriation amounts listed below have been included in the budget as approved on introduction and will be included in the budget as finally adopted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S. 40:4-2:

1. An emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for:

TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION – 2008

                  


   Operations

Operations

General Appropriation


   Within CAPS

Excluded CAPS

General Administration


Salaries & Wages
20-1001-011
   $ 15,000.00



Mayor and Council


Salaries & Wages
20-1101-011
   $  2,000.00


Other Expenses
20-1102-036
   $  2,000.00

Municipal Clerk


Salaries & Wages
20-1201-011
   $ 15,000.00

Financial Administration


Salaries & Wages
20-1301-011
   $ 10,000.00


Other Expenses
20-1302-036
   $  8,000.00

Engineering Services


Other Expenses
20-1652
   $ 40,000.00

Legal Services


Salaries & Wages
20-1551-011
   $  3,000.00


Other Expenses
20-1552-028
   $  5,000.00

Public Buildings & Grounds


Salaries & Wages
26-3101-011
   $  5,000.00

Vehicle Maintenance


Salaries & Wages
26-3151-011
   $ 10,000.00

Public Health Services


Salaries & Wages
27-3301-011
   $  5,000.00

Animal Welfare


Other Expenses
27-3402-100
   $    300.00

Recycling



Salaries & Wages
26-3051-011
   $ 25,000.00

Maintenance of Parks


Salaries & Wages
28-3751-011
   $  5,000.00

Utilities


Petroleum

31-4472
   $  3,000.00


Electricity

31-4482
   $ 15,000.00


Water


31-4462
   $  2,000.00

Hackensack/Paramus Sewer


Other Expenses
31-4553
   



$35,000.00

Audit Services


Other Expenses
20-1352-166
   $ 22,350.00

Social Security System


Other Expenses
36-4722
   $ 10,000.00

Police Communications


Other Expenses
25-2502
  



$ 5,000.00

Bus


Salaries & Wages
27-3311-011
   $  5,000.00

Public Defender


Other Expenses
43-4952-100
   $  1,500.00

N.J. Environ. Infra. Trust 45-9442-104



$ 4,000.00

N.J. Environ. Infra. Trust 45-9452-103



$   700.00

Total Operations Including


Contingent Within “CAPS”
   $209,150.00



Total Other Operations


Excluded from “CAPS”





$44,700.00

Total Temporary General


Appropriations


   $253,850.00

March 3, 2008

********

#08-111 Resolution Approving the Certification List of Volunteer Members of the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department Qualifying for Credit Under the Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP) for 2007  


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge adopted Ordinance #1289 on May 7, 2000 which created the Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP); and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-191 requires that the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department furnish the Mayor and Council with an annual certification list of all volunteer members who have qualified for credit under the award program for the previous year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the Mayor and Council hereby approves the list of the volunteer members of the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department certified by the Chief of the Fire Department for the year 2007, a copy of which list is attached here as Exhibit A; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be posted by the Chief of the Fire Department.

March 3, 2008

********
#08-112 Revising Resolution #06-212 and Removing the Designation as Being an Area in Need of Redevelopment from Lot 6, Block 1413


WHEREAS, by resolution #06-212 adopted by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge on June 19, 2006 the Governing Body designated certain lots in Block 1413 as being areas in need of redevelopment as defined by the New Jersey Local Redevelopment and Housing law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq; and


WHEREAS, among the lots so designated was Lot 6 in Block 1413; and


WHEREAS, the owner of property located at Lot 6 in Block 1413 objected to the designation and filed an Action in Lieu of Prerogative Writ seeking to have the designation removed from his lot; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body, in consultation with legal counsel, has determined that available resources can be better utilized than in continuing to litigate the issue of Lot 6, Block 1413; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body has decided to utilize those resources to redevelop other lots and to discontinue the litigation involving Lot 6, Block 1413.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that resolution #06-212 be and hereby is amended to remove from Lot 6, Block 1413 the designation as an area in need of redevelopment.

March 3, 2008
********
Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that she is still researching the impact on this long term so she would like to abstain.


#08-113 Resolution Consenting to the Proposed Northeast Water Quality Management (WQM) Plan Amendment Entitled:  Bergen County Utilities Authority Wastewater Management Plan, March 2007


WHEREAS, the Bergen County Utilities Authority (BCUA) desires to provide for the orderly development of wastewater facilities within its wastewater planning area; and


WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) requires that proposed wastewater treatment and conveyance facilities and wastewater treatment services areas, as well as related subjects, be in conformance with an approved WQM plan; and


WHEREAS, the NJDEP has established the WQM plan amendment procedure as the method of incorporating unplanned facilities into a WQM plan; and


WHEREAS, the NJDEP has established the WQM plan amendment procedure as the method of incorporating unplanned facilities into a WQM plan; and


WHEREAS, a proposed WQM plan amendment noticed in the New Jersey Register on February 19, 2008 for the Bergen County Utilities Authority Wastewater Management Plan, dated March 2007, has been prepared by Malcolm Pirnie, Inc.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 3rd day of March, 2008, by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that:

1. The Mayor and Council hereby consents to the amendment entitled:  Bergen County Utilities Authority Wastewater Management Plan, dated March 2007, and publicly noticed on February 19, 2008, prepared by Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. for the purpose of its incorporation into the applicable WQM plan(s).

2. This consent shall be submitted to the NJDEP in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4.

March 3, 2008

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-113.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher abstained.

********
#08-114 Transfer of Funds in the Budget Appropriation Reserve


WHEREAS, various 2007 bills have been presented for payment this year, which bills were not covered by a purchase order number and/or recorded at the time of transfer between the 2007 Budget Appropriation Reserve in the last two months of 2007; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A4-59 provides that all unexpended balances carried forward after the close of the year are available, until lapsed at the close incurred during the preceding year, and allow transfers to be made from unexpended balances which are expected to be insufficient during the first three months on the succeeding year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing body of the Borough of River Edge that the transfer in the amount of $11,960.00 be made between the 2007 Budget Appropriation Reserve as follows:

FROM:  Recreation Commission S/W

28-3701-011

$ 1,700.00

FROM:  Bus S/W




27-3311-011

$ 5,000.00

  TO:  Police Department S/W


25-2401-014

$ 6,700.00

FROM:  Uniform Fire Safety O/E

25-2652-042

$   160.00

  TO:  Uniform Fire Safety S/W

25-2651-011

$   160.00

FROM:  Public Works Repair O/E

26-2902-183

$ 2,200.00

  TO:  Public Works Repair S/W

26-2901-014

$ 2,200.00

FROM:  Public Works Repair O/E

26-2902-183

$ 2,400.00

  TO:  Recycling S/W



26-3051-014

$ 2,400.00

FROM:  Public Works Repair O/E

26-2902-183

$   100.00

  TO:  Vehicle Maintenance S/W

26-3151-014

$   100.00

FROM:  Revenue Admin. S/W


20-1451-011

$   400.00

  TO:  Municipal Clerk O/E


20-1202-021

$   400.00

March 3, 2008

********
#08-115 Enter Into Agreement with Bernard Malin, Esq., 117 Hudson Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 as an Attorney for the Indigent


WHEREAS, there exists a need for a second Attorney for the Indigent for a certain matter in the Borough of River Edge, Municipal Court; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-43-4901-011 of the Current Fund not to exceed $340.00 or four hours; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour; and


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Bernard Malin, Esq., 117 Hudson Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601.

2. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Services” in accordance with 40A:11(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law to Bernard Malin, Esq. for Professional Services.

3. A notice of this action shall be printed once in THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS.

March 3, 2008

********
Councilman Smith-asked for clarification on what GDL means.

Alan Negreann-explained that GDL means graduated driver’s license.

#08-116 Authorize Mayor and Administrator to Sign “GDL 2008 Enforcement and Education Campaign” Grant


BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Administrator are hereby authorized to sign the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety’s 2008 “GDL Enforcement and Education Campaign” Grant.

March 3, 2008

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-116.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
#08-117 Authorize Refund of 2008 Tax Over Payments 

WHEREAS, the following properties have overpaid the 2008 taxes in

the following amounts; and
WHEREAS, the tax office has received written requests from the

property owners to refund them the overpayments. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is

hereby authorized to issue refund checks in the following amounts and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot

Owner/Property



Refund Due
118/6


Daniel Madonia



$100.00




175 Woodland Ave.




River Edge, NJ 07661

815/19

Robert O’Connell



$2,815.51




482 Windsor Rd.




River Edge, NJ 07661

212/3


Dennis Bujur



$174.27




43 Washington Ave.




River Edge, NJ 07661
Please make this check payable to:


First American Real Estate Tax Service


1 First American Way


Mail Code: DFW 1-3


Westlake, TX 76262


Attn: Tax Refunds
March 3, 2008

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-118 into the record.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-118.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins,  Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker abstained.

#08-118 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$130,886.12

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$ 48,382.50     

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT 




$    560.00     

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$    642.50 

March 3, 2008

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Joanne Haggerty-72 Bloomfield Avenue-voiced her concerns with the proposed construction on Kinderkamack and Christie Avenue and asked if anyone has looked into the impact that truck deliveries would have on residents.  She asked what would be the next step and informed the Council that they have formed a “Concerned Citizens” group and they would like a representative there if they will be having a meeting on this topic.  She asked if it would go to the Site Planning Board.

Mayor Watkins-stated that nothing has been done yet because Mr. Minnetian has been kind enough to come up and make a presentation to the Council.  If he decides to go forward he will have to go through the proper channels.
Joanne Haggerty-stated that if this does go forward they would like to participate or be present at a meeting when they discuss this project.  She asked for an explanation of the process.

Bill Lindsley-explained that there are two ways that this can be done.  The first would be to go to the Zoning Board and get a use variance because the residential use is not a permitted use or this Council can decide to change the zoning for the area to make residential or permitted use either through a zoning change or through a redevelopment designation of the lot.  If that’s the case then the owner would be named as the developer, there would be a redevelopment plan, it would be passed by this Council by ordinance and then an actual site plan would go to the Planning Board.  He explained that the shorter way would be to take the application to the Zoning Board for what is called a D variance or use variance.
Joanne Basile-78 Bloomfield Avenue-asked if this can go forward without the residents input?

Bill Lindsley-replied, no it cannot.  He explained that whatever the Council decides to do whether it be changing the zoning or designating it as redevelopment, they will be able to be heard.  There would then be a naming of a redeveloper and a redevelopment plan which they would be able to be heard on that and that plan would then go to the Planning Board which they would also be able to be heard at that level.

Mayor Watkins-also stated that there are many levels in which the residents can be heard.

Joanne Basile-is concerned because there are so many things that are involved which could impact their property value and quality of life and she doesn’t want to miss an opportunity for her and others to voice their opinions.

Bill Lindsley-explained that this is still a preliminary plan and it will be much more detailed when it gets to either the Zoning or Planning Boards.

Joanne Basile-stated that she just wants to be informed of any meetings when this will be discussed.

Bill Lindsley-explained that anyone within 200 feet of that property will receive a certified letter notifying them of the hearing.

Joanne Basile-asked if at that point will it be too late?

Bill Lindsley-answered no, that’s before the hearing.  He explained that the people on this Council do not have the authority to make any decision to approve this plan as presented tonight.  He continued by saying that this is a courtesy plan that the owner is making to the Council giving his ideas for the future.
Joanne Basile-stated that she would hope that the Council would have some input.

Mayor Watkins-stated that the Council has not yet spoken on this because they are listening to public’s views first.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Minnetian for giving the Council the opportunity to see his plan first.
Ms. Usatine-63 Christie Avenue-asked the Mayor and Council in their experience, how many times a community group worked cooperatively with a developer.

Mayor Watkins-stated that she doesn’t know.  She further stated that as a member of the Planning Board, when residents come up and review their concerns it it taken into account by the members of the Planning Board and things have been changed according to what has been said at the meetings.  She is sure that the same thing happens at the Zoning Board because all of their meetings are open to the public.
Charlie Keehn-stated that this is a good time to talk about the topographical map because the water situation right now is terrible coming down Christie Avenue.  He also asked what the height of this building will be.
Bill Lindsley-replied, 33 feet.

Charlie Keehn-asked how many apartments?

Bill Lindsley-replied, 17.

Peggy White-disagreed with the Mayor regarding the public being allowed to speak at Planning Board meetings.  She continued by saying that when the review board meets the public is not invited and they meet separately from the Planning Board.  She feels that they should do away with this review board because sometimes the plans change without anyone else knowing about it.  She feels that it should all be open to the public.
Mayor Watkins-agreed with Peggy in that the review board does meet separately but also stated that it’s not an official board. 

Peggy White-asked why do they meet if they are not an official board.

Bill Lindsley-explained that the Site Plan Review Committee is an internal sub-committee of the Planning Board.  This committee is made up of several members of the Planning Board, Planning Board Engineer, Planner and the Attorney.

Mayor Watkins-added that there is also one Planning Board member in attendance.

Bill Lindsley-stated that he has been an advocate of revising that committee. His feels that it should be limited to only professionals who would iron out architectural and engineering changes in the plans.  He further explained that this Planning Board has for many years had a sub-committee to review site plans before formal hearings.

Peggy White-stated that she understands that but feels that when they get to the point of a hearing, people are uncomfortable getting up and speaking.

Mayor Watkins-asked Peggy if she has been to a Planning Board meeting lately because everyone is given the opportunity to speak at those meetings.  
Peggy White-added that she didn’t mean that they don’t let you speak, she meant they don’t give you much time to speak.

Mayor Watkins-disagreed with that statement because she has never experienced anything like that at a meeting in the past few years.

George Rush-27 Washington Avenue-advised the Council that the Washington Avenue street sign is down and made a few comments regarding the existing signs that are up.

Alice O’Shea-68-Christie Avenue-stated that she feels that there are enough stores in River Edge and shared her concerns with potential water and drainage problems this new project could bring.
Eric Model-155 Monroe Avenue-spoke briefly about his experience with the Planning Board and hopes that in the future there will be a better partnership with these boards, developers and residents to do what is best for the community.

Alphonse Bartelloni-spoke about Ordinance #1606 again and voiced his concerns about the restrictions it’s going to have on the small projects.

Joanne Haggerty-is asking the Council to allow them to attend the Site Plan Review Board meeting on this project.
Mayor Watkins-stated that she doesn’t know if it will go to the Site Plan Review Committee.

Bill Lindsley-explained that the Site Plan Review Committee is an internal committee of the Planning Board and this Council has no control over that committee.

Mayor Watkins-stated that they can pass it on to the Site Plan Review Committee but she doesn’t know if they will continue to do that.  She added that they may just open it up to the public at a public session and assured Ms. Haggerty that they will be informed and noticed on any meeting.

Charlie Keehn-asked if this Council is supposed to represent the homeowners?

Mayor Watkins-answered, they represent the constituents of this town, yes.

Charlie Keehn-asked if they are in the homeowners favor?

Mayor Watkins-replied that they are always in favor on the citizens.

Charlie Keehn-commented that sometimes it doesn’t sound like it.  He concerned that the project that was proposed tonight will be a disaster.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Smith-thanked the residents and Mr. Minnetian for coming this evening and added that Mr. Minnetian didn’t have to come before them but did so to inform the Council and residents of this project.  He feels that Mr. Minnetian is going out of his way to try and please the neighbors and have a good working relationship with them.  Councilman Smith encouraged the residents to go on our web-site every Thursday or Friday and check our meeting agendas so they can be kept informed of what’s coming up.  Councilman Smith spoke briefly about the Site Plan Review Committee and though they do discuss issues about design, etc., by law they are not allowed to make subsequent decisions.  With regard to the issue of the condominiums and the impact of children in our schools, he took it upon himself to look through the elementary school directory and found that there are less children in the condominiums, townhouses and co-op in town that in residential homes.  Someone in the audience commented on the drain at the bank and he stated that if there is a drain on their property that is not functioning, they can have our Property Maintenance Department request that they fix it or if it is on town property, he asks that someone let him know where it is and he’ll follow-up on it.  He thanked everyone for coming out this evening and assured everyone that they want to do what’s best for the community.
Councilman Lau-thanked everyone for coming and stated that he appreciates all the issues they bring to the Council’s attention.  He spoke about the lack of ratables in the town and the importance of bringing businesses in to try to bring in more income.  He’s happy to see residents who want to get involved and assured everyone that they all want to do what’s best for the town.
Councilman Higgins-stated that understands the concerns of the residents and at a future date, he will make a motion to change the Site Plan Review Committee to an open hearing.  He feels that everything that is done in the town should be open to the public and strongly encourages Mr. Minnetian to meet with the Concerned Citizens Group and discuss some of the concerns.  Councilman Higgins attended the Fire Department dinner dance which honored the outgoing Chief, Dave Stucke and was impressed by his comments and how he and the Fire Department give so much to the town and ask very little in return.  He thanked the Fire Department, Ambulance and Police Department for all they do for the town.  Councilman Higgins spoke of the River Dell Championship football game and was happy to see some of the players in attendance this evening.  He announced that St. Peter’s will be having a blood drive this coming Sunday and invited everyone to come.  He also announced that Ron Starace has been selected by the July 4th Committee to be the Grand Marshall and congratulated Jean-Pierre Younis on his appointment to the Fire Department.
Wendy Walker-also thanked everyone for coming to the meeting this evening and feels that they’re off to a good start by hearing Mr. Minnetian’s presentation. She also feels that there is room for improvement on this project and reminded everyone that it is still in the beginning stage.  She explained that this property is zoned C-1 which is a commercial area and if Mr. Minnetian wanted to make an application he could put commercial properties there as long as it fit within our zoning regulations.  She continued by saying that because the developer is making such a large investment it warrants something besides retail above it.  She explained that this is a commercial area that right now isn’t being used and she understands how residents would feel comfortable with the way it is now.  Councilwoman Walker hopes that they can come to a happy medium that will not affect the quality of life for the people in that neighborhood and still benefit our community.  She agrees that the Site Plan Review Committee should be open to the public and asked Councilman Smith and Mayor Watkins to ask the Planning Board to revisit keeping those meetings closed.  Councilwoman Walker encouraged everyone to continue coming to meetings so that the Council is made aware of issues that are happening throughout the community.
Councilman Felice-wanted to clarify a concern of his which is transparency in government and spoke about the Sunshine Law.  He explained that if four members of the Governing Body were to meet and speak about anything of consequence that they would vote on, is against the law.  Councilman Felice stated that each member of the Governing Body take this very seriously.  As far as the Site Plan Review Committee, he understands that this committee is within state law and there is not a voting majority or quorum to make a decision.  Councilman Felice spoke to residents who will be living near this new project and listened to their concerns regarding traffic, quality of life, impact on the environment, etc.  He also stressed the importance of feedback from residents and also hopes that they can come to a compromise with this project.  He stated that Kinderkamack Road is less than stellar and feels that something needs to be done without impacting the residents who live there.  He encourages communication between the residents and the developer in order to come to a compromise that will benefit everyone.  He also addressed Ordinance #1606 and feels this ordinance is protection for our citizens through enforcement.
Councilwoman Fletcher-also thanked everyone for coming up as it has always been her belief that government is a partnership.  She continued by saying they can’t make decisions without have residents input to know what the concerns are.  Councilwoman Fletcher thanked Peggy White for bringing up the issue of the Site Plan Review Committee because it also concerns her as well.  The Huffman Koos property was a concern in that the Site Plan Committee met several times but the public only had the opportunity to speak at one meeting.  She had raised the issue at that time for the process to have greater transparency and she’s not ready to let that get over looked again.  Councilwoman Fletcher congratulated the River Dell Football Team on a great game and accomplishment and also congratulated Jean-Pierre Younis on his appointment to the Fire Department.  She spoke of the commitment and time the Fire Department members give to the town, which in many cases, is time away from their own families.  She spoke about the dinner dance she attended which honored Chief Dave Stucke and the kind words that were spoken about the outgoing liaison, Mary Anne Hone.  She also thanked them for the warm welcome they gave her as the new liaison and looks forward to working with them.  She congratulated Chief Starace for being nominated as the Grand Marshall and encouraged everyone to view the artwork from the high school students that are on exhibit at the Cultural Center.  She congratulated Liz Stewart on her new appointment and informed everyone that she attended the Environmental Seminar and has set a personal goal to make River Edge a greener community.  She thanked Councilman Felice and the Mayor for attending that seminar and supporting her initiative.  She informed everyone that the River Dell High School students are doing a special project called “Relay for Life” which is a fundraiser for cancer and asked them to watch for upcoming events.
Mayor Watkins-welcomed anyone who would be interested in joining a team for “Relay for Life” to review the information she has left at Borough Hall and at the Library.  The Mayor congratulated the River Dell Football Team on their accomplishment and also encouraged people to attend the art exhibit at the Cultural Center.  She also congratulated Chief Starace for being nominated as Grand Marshall and Liz Stewart on her new appointment.  The Mayor thanked everyone for coming and speaking their minds and also thanked Mr. Minnetian for making his presentation this evening.
Mr. Minnetian-thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing him to appear before them and thanked the residents for coming and sharing their concerns.  He stated that he takes pride in his projects and will take into consideration all the comments that were made this evening.
ADJOURNMENT – 10:00 p.m.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Date:
