
M I N U T E S  
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, August 3, 2009
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman
Cannon to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 19, 2008 to THE RECORD and THE RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of July 6, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher abstained, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 
Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the minutes of the work session and special meeting of July 27, 2009. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

PROCLAMATIONS & AWARDS –


Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Supporting the Mayors Wellness Campaign as follows:

P R O C L A M A T I O N


WHEREAS, Fifty-five percent of New Jersey residents are obese or overweight; and


WHEREAS, Medical expenses for treating problems related to obesity in our state total billions annually; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey has reported the highest incidence in the nation in obesity among low-income kids aged 2 – 5 years; and


WHEREAS, the current generation of children in America may have shorter life expectancies than their parents; and


WHEREAS, the Mayors Wellness Campaign supports Mayors as champions of community health; and


WHEREAS, the goal of the campaign is to improve health, reduce health care costs related to obesity, and make New Jersey a national leader in community-based health interventions; and


WHEREAS, the Mayors Wellness Campaign seeks to foster active living and healthy lifestyles by providing communities the structure and resources to implement healthy community initiatives; and


WHEREAS, the Mayors Wellness Campaign will work to implement a comprehensive program of outreach, education and technical assistance activities to combat obesity and inactivity issues for River Edge; and


WHEREAS, River Edge cares deeply about all of its citizens and the future health of its children.


BE IT RESOLVED, THAT I, Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins, ask that all residents of this community join me in supporting the Mayors Wellness Campaign.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT I, encourage the residents of River Edge to participate in Mayors Wellness Campaign activities to promote exercise, eating properly and living healthier and better lives.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Dated:  August 3, 2009

********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the satisfactory completion of the six month probationary period of Leonard Herman, Plumbing Sub-code Official in the Building Department, effective August 4, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by councilman Cannon to approve the salary change of Marijane Brandau, Zoning/Planning Board Recording Secretary, from an hourly Step I rate of $18.33 to Step II - $19.34, effective August 4, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of Deborah Aiello, Police Department Secretary, from an annual salary of $42,168.00 to $42,648.00 due to a longevity increase from $960.00 to $1,440.00 effective August 5, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary increase of James Lynch, Jr., Equipment Operator I in the Department of Public Works from an annual salary of $65,100.00 to $65,580.00 due to a longevity increase from $960.00 to $1,440.00 effective August 5, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary increase of Daniel Lee, Patrolman in the Police Department from an annual salary of $35,561.00 to $44,834.00 due to the 2nd 6 months probationary pay for an officer, effective August 3, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 


Motion by Councilwoman Flethcer, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary increase of Michael Shouldis, Patrolman in the Police Department from an annual salary of $112,938.40 to $115,110.29 due to an increase in longevity from 4% to 6%, effective August 1, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the salary increase of Craig Casey, Patrolman in the Police Department from an annual salary of $112,938.40 to $115,110.29 due to an increase in longevity from 4% to 6%, effective August 1, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the salary increase of Francis Gallagher, Department of Public Works from Laborer I, Step II - $46,385.00 to Laborer I, Step III - $46,810.00, effective July 5, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the hire of Clay Marcoux as part-time Fire Prevention Inspector and Code Enforcement Inspector, rate of pay $1,500.00 semi-monthly, not to exceed $15,000.00 per year, effective August 4, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of Mary O’Donnell, Library Page, River Edge Free Public Library, from an hourly rate of $7.00 to $7.25 due to a federal minimum wage increase, effective July 24, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary change of Judy Babroski, Library Page, River Edge Free Public Library, from an hourly rate of $7.00 to $7.25 due to a federal minimum wage increase, effective July 24, 2009.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
New Jersey Senate – 7/2/09





Re: Letter of Support, COPS Grant


Notice
-
County of Bergen – 7/2/09





Re:  Proposals to Provide Access, Wellness,





  Caregiver Support for County Residents


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 7/6/09





Re:  Support GCADA


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 7/8/09





Re:  Ordinances Passed


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 7/9/09





Re:  Current Commodities-County Cooperative





   Pricing Programs


Letter
-
Avoca Engineers & Architects, LLC – 7/15/09





Re:  Application for Flood Hazard Site, New





   Milford


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 7/15/09





Re:  COAH


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 7/23/09





Re:  Ordinances Passed


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 7/23/09





Re:  Introduction of Bond Ordinance


Letter
-
Cablevision – 7/24/09





Re:  Removal of HD Channels


Letter
-
United Water – 6/28/09





Re:  536 Kinderkamack, Fire Protection





 System termination


Letter
-
Chief Cariddi – 7/29/09





Re:  Thank you to PBA


Letter
-
Cablevision – 7/29/09





Re:  Changes


Letter
-
State of NJ-COAH – 7/30/09





Re:  Oradell Development Fee Ordinance


Letter
-
Borough of New Milford – 7/30/09





Re:  Carnival, Aug. 19th – 22nd
MONTHLY REPORTS –


Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance
-
June 2009


Building Department



-
June 2009


Fire Prevention




-
April-June 2009


Police Department




-
June 2009


Zoning Board of Adjustment


-
June 10, 2009


Shade Tree Commission



-
May 21, 2009


Tax Collector




-
June 2009

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1664 as follows:

Ordinance #1664 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1664 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1664

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES”OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 206 “Fees” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I:
Add Section 206 (X)-7 “Municipal Court Discovery”

1.
The following fees shall be payable by the requestor to the Borough of River Edge for requested discovery in matters pending in the River Edge Municipal Court.

2.
(a) Photocopies

Number of Pages

Fee (per page)

1-10



$0.75

11-20



$0.50

Over 20
            $0.25

(b)  Actual postage for any discovery sent by mail.

(c)  $0.25 per envelope for any discovery sent by mail.

(d)   Photographs will be photocopied at the rates established herein.  If requests are made for duplicate photographs, the actual cost of making the photographs shall be charged.

(e)   Duplication of videotapes and discs, including audio and video discs, constitutes an extraordinary duplication process and will be charged at the rate of $5.00 per copy.

(f)   On any item that cannot be photocopied on Borough equipment or not otherwise provided for in this schedule, the actual cost incurred in making the copy shall be charged.

3.
Where the discovery must be obtained from an entity other than the Borough of River Edge, e.g. another police department, the actual costs paid to the other entity shall be paid by the requestor.  

Section II:
 If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section III: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon

Passage and publication required by law.

Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

********


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1665 as follows:

Ordinance #1665 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 210 FIRE PREVENTION

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1665 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1665

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 210 FIRE PREVENTION


BE IT ORDAINED the following changes be made:


Section I.  210-11 Fees Add:

D. State Permit Fees:  The application fee for a permit is mandated by the New Jersey State Uniform Fire Code 5:70(c)—2.9, Type 1; Type 2,; Type 3; Type 4.

E. All other business properties not mandated by the State Uniform Fire Code $40.00


Section II. All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section III:   If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated: 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1666 as follows:

Ordinance #1666 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 “FEES”


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1666 as follows:

 BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1666

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”


BE IT ORDAINED that the following changes be made:

I. Section 206-2 – Schedule of Fees 

A. Delete in its entirety 206.2(i)(1) & (2) & (3)

B. Add:   Fire Prevention

All business  properties which exceed 50,000 sq. ft. gross area and are not mandated by the State Uniform Fire Safety Act $250.00;

which exceed 25,000 sq. ft. gross floor area $200.00;

which exceed 10,000 sq. ft. gross floor area $150.00;

which exceed 5,000  sq. ft. gross floor area $ 75.00;

All other business properties not mandated by the State Uniform Code $40.00

Storage hazardous chemicals, pesticides, flammable finishes not covered by the State Uniform Fire Code 


     $ 50.00;

Multiple Dwelling Units – up to 15     $ 30.00





    16 to 30     $ 45.00





    31 to 60     $ 60.00




          61 to 100    $ 90.00





    101 to 200   $150.00




          201 to 300   $225.00





    301 to 400   $300.00

Any non-owner occupied building in Use Group R-3 $30.00

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

********

Motion by Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1667 as follows:
Ordinance #1667 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1667 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1667

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”


BE IT ORDAINED that the following changes be made:

Section 1. - Section 206-2 – Schedule of Fees amended as follows:

U.  Street Opening Permit – Delete in its entirety.

          Add:

U.  Street Opening Permit

1.  Application Fee (minimum fee)  - $250.00 (plus $.75 per linear foot over 100 linear feet)

a. Fee for failure to apply for a road opening permit - $500.00 (48 hour grace period for emergency road opening) 

2.  Inspection Fee (minimum fee) - $300.00 (includes up to 4 inspections of a maximum duration of 1 hour each (any additional inspections thereafter shall be paid at the rate of $75.00  per hour – 1 hour minimum)

3.  Performance Escrow (refundable) - $500.00

4.  Permanent Maintenance Fee (non-refundable) – shall be paid prior to the release of the performance escrow.

     (a)  Roads resurfaced within the 5 years prior to the date of permit application - $100.00 ($12.00 per sq. yard of road disturbance/damage with a minimum charge of.

     (b)  Roads not resurfaced within the 5 years prior to the date of application - $50.00 (7.50 per sq. yard of road disturbance/damage with a minimum charge of.

5.  Waiver of Fees – Municipalities   - Road Opening Permit Fees may be waived for Municipal Projects, in connection with County roads, including but not limited to: handicap ramp installation curb replacement projects, and streetscape projects.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, Road Opening Permit Fees apply to all municipally owned utilities and may not be waived.  

*Violations of Road Opening Ordinance and/or Procedures

     (up to) $2,000.00 per occurrence

EE. Miscellaneous Fees

Item

School Election Fee: $70.00 per hour. –effective date: April, 2010.
Wood Chip Delivery, Leaf Mulch Delivery - $25.00 per load – effective date: April 1, 2010.
White Goods Pick Up - $25.00 per item and/or other assorted metals such as ferrous or non-ferrous – effective date: January 1, 2010.

Section II.

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1668 as follows:

Ordinance #1668 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 28, “SCHEDULE  II: PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS


Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1668 as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1668

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 28, “SCHEDULE  II: PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 400 “Vehicles & Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented as follows:


Section I.  Chapter 400, Article IV, Section 28, Schedule II: Parking Prohibited During Certain Hours, shall be supplemented to reflect the following addition: 

Name of Street
Sides

Days/Hours

Location

Woodland Avenue
North

School Days       Between Fifth Avenue & Elm






7:30  a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  Avenue 






2:00  p.m. -4:00 p.m.






(discharge & pickup                                                              of students only)

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section II:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section III:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:  

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk
Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher abstained, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1669 as follows:

Ordinance #1669 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTIVLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 30, “SCHEDULE  II: NO STOPPPING OR STANDING

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1669 as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1669

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTIVLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 30, “SCHEDULE  II: NO STOPPPING OR STANDING


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 400 “Vehicles & Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented as follows:


Section I.  Chapter 400, Article IV, Section 30, Schedule II: No Stopping or Standing, shall be supplemented to reflect the following deletion: 

Name of Street
Sides

  Location

Woodland Avenue       Both

  Between  Fifth Avenue and Elm Avenue


Section II: Chapter 400, Article IV, Section 30, Schedule II: No Stopping or Standing, shall be supplemented to reflect the following addition:: 

Name of Street
Sides

  Location

Woodland Avenue   South

  Between  Fifth Avenue and Elm Avenue






 (No pickup or discharge of students permitted)

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section II:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section III:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:  

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk
Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher abstained, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1670 as follows:

Ordinance #1670 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE III, “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS” 21 TURNS


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1670 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1670

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTIVLE III, “TRAFFIC REGULATIONS”,   21 TURNS


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 400 “Vehicles & Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented as follows:


Section I.  Chapter 400, Article III,  Schedule 21 Turns  shall be supplemented to reflect the following additions:

B.  Left turns.  No person shall make a left turn on any of the following streets:

(14) Onto Woodland Avenue from the driveway of the River Dell Middle School eastbound between 7:30 a.m. – 9:a.m. and 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. during School Days.

(15) From the south curb of Woodland Avenue at the point 358 feet west from the west curb line of Elm Avenue into the  Driveway of River Dell Middle School  between 7:30 a.m. – 9:a.m. and 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. during School Days.

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section II:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section III:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:  

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk
Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher abstained, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading

TABLED




TABLED


TABLED

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1659 as follows:

Ordinance #1659 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REVISING CHAPTER 416 (ZONING) ARTICLE VIII (CONDITIONAL USES; PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE BY CREATING AND PERMITTING AS A CONDITIONAL USE AND ESTABLISHING THE STANDARDS FOR AGE RESTRICTED MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS IN THE R-1 DISTRICT AT BLOCK 1005, LOTS 6.01 THROUGH 12 AND BLOCK 1302, LOTS 1, 2 AND 3

Ordinance #1659 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith at the June 1, 2009 meeting as follows:
  BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE
ORDINANCE #1659

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REVISING CHAPTER 416 (ZONING) ARTICLE VIII (CONDITIONAL USES; PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE BY CREATING AND PERMITTING AS A CONDITIONAL USE AND ESTABLISHING THE STANDARDS FOR AGE RESTRICTED MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS IN THE R-1 DISTRICT AT BLOCK 1005, LOTS 6.01 THROUGH 12 AND BLOCK 1302, LOTS 1, 2 AND 3
WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge finds that there is a need in the Borough for housing opportunities at an affordable cost for senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, there exists in the Borough’s Residential Zone (R-1) a number of lots particularly suited for this purpose, namely Lots 1, 2 and 3 in Block 1302 and Lots 6.01 through 12 in Block 1005 as these lots possess a configuration unique among R-1 Lots in that they lie on a County Road, Kinderkamack Road and have exceptional depths running east to the NJ Transit line, making them among the largest lots in the Borough’s Residential Zone; and

WHEREAS, these Lots are situated in proximity to mass transportation, including commuter trains and busses necessary for senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, these Lots are within walking distance of scores of facilities and offices offering a variety of medical services necessary to senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, these Lots lie within walking distance of the Borough’s proposed Downtown Redevelopment Area which will include recreation, entertainment, shopping and commercial areas of importance to senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, the particular configuration and size of these Lots allows for development providing adequate light, air and open space

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:
SECTION  I  Multi-Family residential dwellings shall be a permitted conditional use in  Lots 6.01 through 12 in Block 1005 and Lots 1,2 and 3 in Block 1302, provided that the proposed use complies with the conditions and standards contained herein and upon issuance of an authorization therefore from the appropriate approving authority.

SECTION II Procedure   Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq., the Planning Board may grant conditional uses as herein permitted. Application for a conditional use site plan shall be made in accordance with procedures set forth Chapter 350, and the Planning Board shall act on the application in accordance with said procedures. In reviewing an application for any conditional use as herein provided, the Board may impose such conditions and safeguards as it deems appropriate with respect to, among other matters, the minimizing of traffic congestion by appropriate arrangements of entrances and exits to assure public safety. Requirements for conditional uses shall take precedence over any regulations for the zone in which said use is located. Said conditional use requirements shall be as follows.


A. USE   Any Multi-Family residence proposed under this section shall be limited to senior citizen occupancy which means that occupancy must be by families or individuals one or more of whom is fifty-five (55) years of age or older.  In addition to occupancy by at least one senior citizen, no individual younger than nineteen (19) years of age shall be permitted to permanently reside in the unit.


B. BULK REQUIREMENTS

1. Minimum lot area - 80,000 square feet

2. Maximum density - 1 unit for each 1,750 square feet

3.  Minimum lot frontage - 250 feet 

4. Minimum front yard setback - 60 feet

5  Minimum rear yard setback- 60 feet

6. Minimum side yard setbacks: 35 feet each side

7. Maximum building coverage: 25% of total site area

8. Maximum total impervious coverage: 60% of total site area

      C. BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
               1. Maximum building height:

a) Fronting on a County  Road: 3-stories and no more than

35 feet above grade at the front foundation line. In addition a decorative parapet or other architectural details can be used provided they do not exceed an additional 5 feet above the roof line.

b) Inside Development 5 stories or 60 feet above grade along the rear foundation line. In addition a decorative parapet or other architectural details can be used provided they do not exceed an additional 5 feet above the roof line.

              2. Maximum building length along a County Road: Not to exceed 80% of frontage width.

              3. Extensions into the required setbacks from buildings to streets and external lines shall be permitted as follows:

By eaves with an overhang of not more than two feet.

         b)  By rainwater leaders, window sills, chimneys and other such


fixtures.          

         c) By bay windows not more than twelve feet wide and for a depth not to exceed two feet

         d) By an open porch or steps leading into the building, which shall not have any sidewall or other enclosure and may have a fixed roof, canopy or other covering, limited to the dimensions of said porch.

D. COMMON OPEN SPACE IMPLEMENTATION REQUIREMENTS


A. A minimum of 20% of the development shall be active or passive open space.

B. Buffer areas, wetlands and easements shall be eligible as open space as required by this section.


C. Active open space may be improved with facilities, buildings and structures for indoor and outdoor recreational activities consistent with the residential character of the development and the lifestyle needs of the residents therein.


D. All active open space shall be connected to residential areas with walkways or other reasonable means of access.

E. OFF STREET PARKING

There shall be a minimum of two (2) off street parking spaces provided for each dwelling unit, including garages, parking decks under residential buildings and surface parking lots. The Planning Board shall approve the location of proposed off street parking spaces in accordance with Chapter 350 of the Borough Code.

F. CIRCULATION 

All public streets, internal roadways and private driveways shall be in accordance with the requirements of the New Jersey Residential Site Improvement Standards.

G. DEVELOPMENT SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE  BOROUGH  ORDINANCES
Any development under this Section shall be subject to all applicable ordinances of the Borough of River Edge, including but not limited to the Borough Zoning Code and Borough Site Plan Ordinance. Where there is any conflict between the provisions of this section and the provisions of the Site Plan Ordinance and/or the Borough Zoning Code, the provisions of this section shall prevail.

H. LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING REQUIREMENTS

Any development under this Section shall be subject to the Rules and Regulations of the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing. The developer shall provide, on site, a number of affordable units equal to the number of such units as may become required under COAH rules and regulations as a result of the development.

I.  SIGNS 
One sign shall be permitted at an entrance identifying the development. The sign may have a maximum of two faces; neither face shall exceed twenty-five (25) square feet.  

SECTION III This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication in accordance with applicable law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1659


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

Susan Nester-84 Elizabeth Street-asked what is being done to prevent flooding and what kind of drainage would be put in.

Bill Lindsley-responded that it would depend on the site plan and the Planning Board’s review.

Bob Costa-all plans would have to go before the Planning Board and all of those issues would be addressed.

Susan Nester-asked if they are trying to pass this to get work going at the Huffman & Koos property and by the fire department as it was stated in the newspaper.

Mayor Watkins-explained that the article was not talking about the Huffman  Koos property it was for the property on the other side of Route 4.

Rafael Caminero-72 Elizabeth Street-voiced his concerns about security on Elizabeth Street if a five story building goes up behind them.  He feels that it will change their quality of life.
Kathleen Jones-65 Elizabeth Street-asked the Mayor and Council if the value of her home will decrease.

Mayor Watkins-explained that they would have to ask the Tax Assessor that question but she would hope that the value of the property would not decrease.

Kathleen Jones-asked who will pay the difference if it does.
Mayor Watkins-stated that she could file a tax appeal if that was the case.

Kathleen Jones-wants a guarantee that her taxes will never go up if that is the case.  She is also concerned that if lower income families are able to live there it will also affect the value of neighboring homes.

Mayor Watkins-stated that by law the Borough is required to have affordable housing in the community.

Kathleen Jones-feels that they should look to other towns that have done similar projects to see if the values of neighboring streets have gone down.

Mayor Watkins-explained that one out of five units has to be affordable housing and that they won’t be all low income housing.

Kathleen Jones-asked if they will sell them or rent them.

Mayor Watkins-explained that they don’t even have a plan yet.

Bill Lindsley-again stated that this would be determined at the Planning Board when a site plan has been submitted.
Joseph Dunsey-151 Concord Drive-doesn’t think it is a good policy in general for the Council to decide what age or what income should move into town.  He thinks that the town should be open to everyone.  He continued by saying that he lived in Bushwick, Brooklyn for a year and most of his neighbors were low income renters.  He returned to his neighborhood a year later and found new construction going up all around which proved that you can have an economically diverse neighborhood that can thrive.
Albert Garcia-100 Elizabeth Street-took pictures of the back of the three story addition of Yeshiva on Tenney Avenue which he feels is an eyesore to the surrounding neighbors and once again stated that a five story building would be too high.  He urged the Council to reject this ordinance because he feels it is unfair to the residents of Elizabeth Street.  He feels their property values will drop.  He stated that“the Council, Mayor and Borough Attorney are too eager to pass this ordinance as quickly as possible to avoid anymore publicity”.  
Carlos Perez- 100 Elizabeth Street – explained that he is very upset with the wording in Ordinance #1659 allowing 5 stories for any future project and also concerned about buffer between the possible project and his home.  He feels that it is not within the character of River Edge single-family homes on Elizabeth and Kinderkamack Road.  Mr. Perez feels that it would tower over his home and impact on his quality of life.   He asked the Mayor and Council to reconsider the wording in this ordinance to limit stories from 5 to under 3 and increase the maximum lot coverage. 
Rosemary Panzitta-44 Elizabeth Street-stated her concerns regarding flooding if this five story building goes up behind her home because they’ve had problems in the past.
Albert Garcia-presented the Council with a petition to protest Ordinance #1659.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1659


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1659


Mayor Watkins asked for a motion to table Ordinance #1659 so that the Borough Attorney can research the legality of the restrictive use of age for a housing development and to give other residents the opportunity to attend a meeting.

Councilman Smith-stated that within the last year or more there have been a new set of Stormwater regulations in place which mandates that all water that goes into a gutter or liter on all types of structures must be captured and no run-off is allowed.  He asked the Borough Engineer is that was correct.
Bob Costa-stated that that statement is incorrect.  He explained that under the new standards you have to actually reduce it.

Councilman Smith-stated that we have no control over anything that would occur off of the river.

Bob Costa-stated that he has not heard about the recent flooding on Elizabeth Street but encourages anyone who has had issues to write or send an e-mail to the Administrator and ask to be put on the agenda of the Sewer Sub-Committee meeting where it can be discussed.

Councilman Smith-asked the Borough Engineer at the incline, what the actual height above the land would be, 55 or 60 or is it 25?

Bob Costa-stated that the way that the ordinance is written it can be 35 feet at the front and it can be as high as 60 feet in the rear with a straight line running front to back.
Councilman Smith-stated that if he’s sitting in Mr. Garcia’s home and looking out and roughly based on the 20,000 square foot and all the other things that are in the bulk requirements, it seems to him that it would be approximately 100 feet long.  He stated given that, at that level at the back end of the property, if you were to draw a straight line from the roof what would that be?
Bob Costa-replied that from his backyard its probably approximately about 35 feet away from his property line.  He stated that it is his opinion that the issue of buffers should be written into the ordinance and as far as the height, he recommends that the Borough Attorney and all of the professionals that were previously involved revisit the issue.

Councilman Smith-asked Mark Skerbetz and Dick Mehrman if the allowable height along Kinderkamack Road is 35 feet?

Dick Mehrman-replied no, it was changed to 30 feet.

Councilman Smith-asked Bob Costa if a buffer zone can be written into an ordinance.

Bob Costa-answered, sure.

Councilman Smith-asked what the procedure is for the petition that was presented.

Bill Lindsley-explained that the signatures must be certified by the Clerk to determine their validity and verify the number of signatures.

Mayor Watkins-again asked for someone to table this ordinance so that the Borough Attorney has a chance to revisit it some more and the public has the opportunity to come back on September 8th to discuss it further.  The Mayor asked the Council to go and look at the back of the Yeshiva to get a feeling of what the homeowners on Elizabeth Street would be living with.  The Mayor also stated that she would not want to be living next to a five story structure and feels that they should revisit this to try and come up with something more amenable to the community.

Councilman Smith-asked the Borough Attorney what the right of the builder or property owner would be?  Would he have to come before the Mayor and Council?

Bill Lindsley​-replied that they would make an application to the Planning Board for development and if his application was turned down for example, for density, he would then go to court and seek a builders remedy.  This would allow him to possibly build residential buildings with a greater density that we would ever allow. By having a builders remedy it would help to remedy a portion of our affordable housing obligation that has not been met which could possibly bring in more low income rental units.

Councilman Smith-asked if it would still be held accountable to the one moderate to low income amount per building.

Bill Lindsley-replied, no you could put quite a few of them in there to meet some of our requirements.

Councilman Smith-stated that he understands the concerns of the residents but also wants them to understand that if we do not move forward, we are at risk for the owner to come forward with a builders remedy which would be much worse than what we have today.  If that was the case, the residents on Elizabeth Street would have no say because it would be the courts decision.  He continued by stating that one of the reasons why the Council wanted to move forward with this ordinance was to avoid having a 10 to 15 story structure with 50 or more low income housing.  He stated that there have been a few plans presented to the Council and they felt that they were too dense for the area.  He again stated that he wants them to be aware that they may not get what they want from the Council or a developer, but at least with this, he feels that the Planning Board is very diligent in the entire process to make sure the result is a quality project.
Bill Lindsley-informed everyone that he will be meeting with Dick Mehrman, Bob Costa, Mark Skerbetz next Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m.

Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilman Smith to table Ordinance #1659.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that this Council takes every project very seriously and although she was feeling under the weather this evening, there would not have been a quorum if she did not attend and she felt that the public had the right to be heard which they were.

********
RECESS – 9:00 P.M.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to recess the regular meeting at 9:00 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

RE-OPEN – 9:05 P.M.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to re-open the meeting at 9:05 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1662 as follows:
Ordinance #1662 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1662 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the July 6, 2009 meeting as follows: 

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1662

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 201 “Escrow Deposits” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I
§201-7 Escrow deposits required for applications amended to add:




G Soil Movement Application:   $250.00

Section II
If any provisions of this chapter are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this chapter, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section III
All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section IV
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to law.





Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1662


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1662


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1662


Motion by Councilman Cannon seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1662.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1663 as follows:

Ordinance #1663 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1663 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Rush at the July 6, 2009 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1663

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 206 “Fees” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:


Section I
§206-2EE (Miscellaneous Fees) amended as follows:

Soil Movement Application:   $50.00

Section II
If any provisions of this chapter are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this chapter, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section III
All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section IV
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1663

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1663

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1663

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to adopt Ordinance #1663.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-300 through #09-304, resolution #09-306 through #09-310, resolution #09-312 through #09-319 and #09-321.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

#09-300  Amend 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a donation for the Memorial Park Bench Program in the Recreation Department, in the amount of $2,000.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Donation Memorial Park Bench Program……………………………………………$2,000.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $2,000.00 and the same is hereby 

Appropriated under the caption of:



General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues



Donation Memorial Park Bench Program………………………………$2,000.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

August 3, 2009

********
#09-301  Approve Department of Public Works Motor Vehicle Fleet Safety Policy Dated August 2009

WHEREAS, a Motor Vehicle Fleet Safety Policy has been prepared providing an orderly explanation of operating policies and procedures which will aid in assuring the safe and efficient use of vehicles in the Department of Public Works; and


WHEREAS, this policy was prepared by the Superintendent of Public Works and Borough Administrator with input from the Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund Safety Consultant; and


WHEREAS, this matter has been reviewed by the Mayor and Council at a work session on August 3, 2009; and


WHEREAS, this Department of Public Works Motor Vehicle Fleet Safety Policy has been reviewed by the Mayor and Council for both form and content.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said policy is hereby approved and authorized for use by the Department of Public Works and that any changes thereto shall not be made without approval by the Mayor and Council.

August 3, 2009

********
#09-302   Enter Into Agreement with Steve Rogut, Esq., Rogut McCarthy LLC, 37 Alden Street, Cranford, New Jersey 07015 for Legal Services for the 2009 Bond Sale


WHEREAS, there exists a need for legal services related to the 2009 Bond Sale for the Borough of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1494-100 of the Capital Fund in the amount of $2,157.08; #04-2150-55-1591-100 of the Capital Fund in the amount of $5,184.60; #04-2150-55-1569-100 of the Capital Fund in the amount of $500.00 and #04-2150-55-1656-100 of the Capital Fund in the amount of $12,158.32 for a total amount not to exceed $20,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, Rogut McCarthy LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Rogut McCarthy LLC has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Rogut McCarthy LLC from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Steve Rogut, Esq., Rogut McCarthy LLC, 37 Alden Street, Cranford, New Jersey 07015.

2.  The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4.  That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

August 3, 3009

********
#09-303   Enter Into Agreement with Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, 401 Wanaque Avenue, Pompton Lakes, New Jersey 07442 for Professional Services for Finance and Accounting Services Related to the 2009 Bond Sale


WHEREAS, there exists a need for financial and accounting services for the 2009 Bond Sale for the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1656-100 of the Capital Fund in an amount not to exceed $5,000.00; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500.00; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed the following rates:


Partner


$140.00 - $175.00


Manager


$100.00 - $135.00


Senior


$ 80.00 - $ 95.00


Staff



$ 60.00 - $ 75.00


Administrative

$ 55.00


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract.


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rover Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, 401 Wanaque Avenue, Pompton Lakes, New Jersey, 07442.

2.  The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4.  That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

August 3, 2009

********
#09-304   Amend Agreement with Kauker & Kauker, LLC 356 Franklin Avenue, Wyckoff, New Jersey, 07481 for Professional Planning Services in Completing the Plan on the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan to the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH)

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain professional planning services for the purpose of completing the plan on the housing element and fair share plan to the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH); and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Kauker & Kauker, LLC via resolution #09-103 dated March 2, 2009 in the amount of $20,500.00 and amended via resolution #09-230 dated May 18, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Kauker & Kauker, LLC has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Kauker & Kauker, LLC has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Kauker & Kauker, LLC from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body is changing the contract award date to December 1, 2009 with a not to exceed monthly payment of $3,000.00; and 


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on July 6, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed the following:


Principal Planner



$135.00 per hour


Senior Associate Planner


$100.00 per hour


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement effective December 1, 2009 with Kauker & Kauker, LLC, 356 Franklin Avenue, Wyckoff, New Jersey

2. The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

August 3, 2009

********
Councilwoman Fletcher-asked Alan Negreann if this amount is already in our budget.

Alan Negreann-replied no, that they had discussed at a previous work session to postpone hiring Kauker & Kauker the COAH Consultant, so that they would have the funds for Riverside Way.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve resolution #09-305.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

#09-305  Amend Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Bob Costa, Borough Engineer via resolution #08-458 dated December 15, 2008 in the amount of $15,000.00, amended via resolution #09-179 in the amount of $1,000.00 dated April 6, 2009 and amended via resolution #09-231 in the amount of $9,000.00 dated May 18, 2009; and 


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for professional services related to the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $5,900.00; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on July 6, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows: 
1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

August 3, 2009

********
#09-306 Resolution to Refund Planning Board Escrow Money


WHEREAS, the following applications have been made to the Planning Board for Site Plan approval and have since received such approval; and


WHEREAS, all professionals have been paid.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to refund the following to:


Block/Lot


Name/Address



Amount

Block 1002/Lot 4.0202

R.C. Jennee Construction, Inc.

(433 Lafayette Avenue)

130 John Street



$3,880.00






Ridgewood, NJ  07450

Block 1302/Lot 3


Stone River, LLC

(230 Kinderkamack Road)

c/o Thomas Barrett, Esq.


$6,979.18






912 Kinderkamack Road






River Edge, NJ  07661

August 3, 2009

********
#09-307 Authorize Tax Collector to Transfer 2009 Payments Made on a Sub-Divided Property

WHEREAS, property known as 437 Lafayette Ave. Block: 1002 Lot: 4.02 was sub-
divided into Lots: 4.0201 and 4.0202 in the 2009 tax duplicate; and
WHEREAS, both closing attorney and mortgage co. for the new owners of the sub-
divided lots made payments for the 1st & 2nd quarters 2009.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to
transfer the following amounts from the original lot to the new sub-division and to adjust her records accordingly.
From Block/Lot          To Block/Lot                        Amount
1002/4.02


1002/4.0201




$6,216.73

1002/4.02


1002/4.0202




$3,637.28
August 3, 2009

********
#09-308  Approve Licenses for Newsracks and Newspaper Vending Machines

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4-2l, Chapter 292 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge entitled "Newsracks and Newspaper Vending Machines", it is unlawful to erect, place, maintain or operate a newsrack or newspaper vending machine without a license; and

WHEREAS, the following named newspapers have applied for such a license and submitted the proper fee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby approve the issuance of a license to the following newspaper vending machines in various locations within the Borough of River Edge:

The New York Times, 1111 Marcus Avenue-Suite M21, Lake Success, NY (2)

August 3, 2009

********
#09-309 Change Order #5 Approval and Amendatory Contract to Hutton Construction, LLC for the Wayne Avenue Pump Station Project


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on December 17, 2007 via resolution #07-414 to Hutton Construction, LLC, 41 Village Park Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey 07009 in the amount of $738,729.00, amended via resolution #08-86 to include alternates bringing the base total to $748,729.00 and Change Order #1 via resolution #08-179 in the amount of $6,750.00 dated April 21, 2008, Change Order #2 via resolution #08-180 dated April 21, 2008 in the amount of $12,840.62, Change Order #3 via resolution #08-319 dated August 4, 2008 in the amount of $14,702.45 and Change Order #4 via resolution #09-86 dated February 17, 2009 in the amount of $16,901.69; and


WHEREAS, Change Order #5 reflects an addition to the contract to relocate the odor control canister for a total increase amount not to exceed $2,547.44; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney and the Borough Engineer have reviewed the above change.

WHEREAS, The Chief Financial Office has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1591-200 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $2,547.44.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Hutton Construction, LLC for Change Order #5.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are authorized to execute said contact and Change Order #5.

August 3, 2009

********
#09-310 Change Order Approval and Amendatory Contract for the 2009 Riverside Cooperative Road Improvement Program


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of Tenafly, the Lead Agency for the Riverside Cooperative awarded a contract on June 9, 2009 via resolution #R09-232 to Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc., 90 W. Franklin Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 in the amount of $333,500.00; and


WHEREAS Change Order #1 reflects a change in streets in the 2009 Riverside Road Resurfacing Program, delete Elm Avenue and add Tenney, Woodland, Madison, Adams Webb and Voorhis Avenue; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session of July 6, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and Borough Engineer have recommended the above change.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc. for Change Order #1.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute said contract, and Change Order #1.

August 3, 2009

********

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve resolution #09-311 as amended.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

#09-311  Resolution to Enter into a Grant Agreement with the County of Bergen for the Purpose of Using $100,000.00 in the 2009 Community Development Block Grant for the Acquisition of the American Legion Building


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge wish to enter into a Grant Agreement with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using $100,000.00 in 2009 Community Development Block Grant for the acquisition of the American Legion building; and


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to be a signatory to the aforesaid Grant Agreement; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Alan P. Negreann, Borough Administrator/Chief Financial Officer, to sign all county vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid project; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes that the Borough of River Edge is liable for any funds not spent in accordance with the Grant Agreement and that the liability of the Mayor and Council is in accordance with HUD requirements.

August 3, 2009

********
#09-312   Authorize Refund from Recreation Dedicated Account
WHEREAS, residents had signed up for the Men’s Fall Softball League and the Summer Playground were unable to participate; and

WHEREAS, they had paid in full for the Men’s Fall Softball League and the Summer Playground Program; and  

WHEREAS, a refund will be made to the following:

Dennis Lowenfels


$45.00 (Men’s Fall Softball)

922 Poplar Avenue

River Edge, NJ  07661

Margaret McClean


$28.00 (Camp trip)

927 Elm Avenue

River Edge, NJ  07661

Allison Jacobson


$148.00 (Camp Registration & Trips)

49 Washington Avenue

River Edge, NJ  07661

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a total of $221.00 be refunded from the Recreation Dedicated Account to the above listed residents.

August 3, 2009

********
#09-313 Authorize Mayor and Administrator to Sign Municipal Alliance 2009 Grant


BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Administrator are hereby authorized to sign the Municipal Alliance to Prevent Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Grant.

August 3, 2009

********
Councilman Smith-publically thanked Temple Avodat Shalom for keeping the rental amount the same for the next two years which will help the Borough in their future budget.

#09-314 Authorize Mayor to Sign Lease with Temple Avodat Shalom for Rental of premises Located at 385 Howland Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey for the Recreational Needs of the Senior Citizens of River Edge


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge is aware of, and recognizes that there is a need for greater concern for the good and welfare of senior citizens of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, there is a need in River Edge for adequate facilities to conduct a meaningful and ongoing program as it relates to the recreational needs of the senior citizens of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the Temple Avodat Shalom, 385 Howland Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, has agreed to make available to the senior citizens of River Edge such facilities that are deemed necessary to carry out a senior citizens recreational program; and


WHEREAS, the Local Lands and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A.40A:12-15(i), as well as N.J.S.A.40:48-9.4, permit the leasing and funding of facilities for this purpose; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer certifies that funds are available from Account #01-2010-27-3602-100 of the Current Fund for 2010 in the amount of $22,500.00 subject to the Governing Body making sufficient funds available in the 2010 budget and for 2011 $22,500.00 subject to the Governing Body making sufficient funds available in the 2011 budget; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council at their work session meeting of July 27, 2009 have reviewed a lease agreement prepared by the Borough Attorney and reviewed by the Contracts Committee and have accepted the form of that agreement.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign said lease on file with the Borough Clerk and the Borough Clerk is authorized to attest said signature for a lease period commencing January 1, 2010 and ending December 31, 2011.

August 3, 2009

*******
#09-315 Amend Agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 for Legal Services as Redevelopment Attorney

WHEREAS, there exists a need for Legal Services for the purpose of redevelopment of the Southern End of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Colin Quinn, Esq. via resolution #09-10 dated January 2, 2009 in the amount of $4,500.00, and amended via resolution #09-183 dated April 6, 2009 in the amount of $28,000.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Legal Services for redevelopment representation; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Colin Quinn, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Colin Quinn, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Colin Quinn, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on August 3, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-180 of the Current Fund in an amount not to exceed $15,000.00.


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

4. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, New Jersey, 07601.

5. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

6. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

August 3, 2009

********

#09-316 Award Bid for the Kinderkamack Road Regional Revitalization(Phase1B) Federal Project Number STP-8443(107) Const. to Trino Associates, LLC, 354 Verona Way, Paramus, New Jersey 07652

WHEREAS, on June 17, 2009 seven (7) sealed bids were received for the Kinderkamack Road Regional Revitalization (Phase1B) Federal Project Number STP-8443(107) Const.; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest bid was received from Trino Associates, LLC in the amount of $195,016.35 and Alternate in the amount of $2,500.00 for a total of $197,516.35; and

WHEREAS, the bid has been reviewed by the Borough Administrator, Borough Engineer and the Borough Attorney; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1507-200 of the Capital Fund in an amount not to exceed $197,516.35; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the bid is hereby awarded to Trino Associates, LLC, 354 Verona Way, Paramus, New Jersey 07652 in the amount of 

$197,516.35 and the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign said contract for the Borough.  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contact is subject the Department of Transportation approval.     

August 3, 2009

********

#09-317 A Resolution Placing a Non-Binding Public Question on the Ballot at the Next General Election Asking for Voter Opinion on the Subject of a Feasibility Study for Shared Services with the Borough of Oradell  

WHEREAS, 19:37-1, 19:37-1.1 authorizes the Governing Body of any municipality to submit to the voters a proposition authorizing the studying of the sharing of municipal services between the Borough of Oradell and the Borough of River Edge.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge that the following question be submitted to the voters of the Borough at the general election to be held on November 3, 2009.

Shall the Boroughs of Oradell and River Edge Explore and Study the Feasibility of the Sharing of Municipal Services Provided There is No Direct Cost to Either Municipality to Perform the Study?




INTERPRETATIVE STATEMENT


Approval of this referendum would demonstrate the sentiment of the voters that sharing of municipal services is an appropriate way to provide the services at a reduced cost for both municipalities.  Passage of this referendum would instruct the Governing Bodies of the Boroughs of Oradell and River Edge at no direct expense to study ways to reduce costs through shared municipal services.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to forward this binding referendum question to the County Clerk for the submission to the Borough voters at the November 3, 2009 election.

August 3, 2009

********
#09-318 Cancel Outstanding Checks


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has had on its records outstanding check(s) for a lengthy period of time; and


WHEREAS, the bank upon which these checks were drawn considers the checks stale-dated after six months; and


WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough to keep its records current.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following outstanding checks be cancelled and that the Chief Financial Officer is ordered to adjust his records accordingly.


Fund


Check #

Date


Amount


Payroll

83492


2/29/08

$143.51





83972


5/30/08

$143.51





84139


6/30/08

$ 93.51





85037


12/15/08

$ 41.90





85528


3/31/09

$142.67


Capital

2031


11/18/08

$259.69

August 3, 2009

********
#09-319 Cancel Outstanding Checks


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has had on its records outstanding check(s) for a lengthy period of time; and


WHEREAS, the bank upon which these checks are drawn considers the checks stale-dated after six months.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following outstanding checks be cancelled and that the Chief Financial Officer is ordered to adjust his records accordingly.


Fund



Check #

Date

Amount

Trust Other Developers

1854


1/21/09
$1,957.41

Trust Other Developers

1855


1/21/09
$  979.75

August 3, 2009

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #09-320 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #09-320.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

#09-320  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$6,982,361.06

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$    5,626.00     

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$    1,748.06       

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$    4,377.30       

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$    1,684.70                 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.
August 3, 2009

********

#09-321 Enter Into Agreement with PK Environmental Planning & Engineering, P.O. Box 1066, 205 Main Street, Chatham, New Jersey 07928 for a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for Block 1004, Lot 38.03 (Bogert Road Pocket Park)

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain professional services for a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for Block 1004, Lot 38.03 (Bogert Road Pocket Park); and


WHEREAS, PK Environmental Planning & Engineering meets the criteria for professional service contract under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from account #04-2150-55-1654-100 of the Capital fund in the amount not to exceed $3,500.00; and


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contacts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing he award of contacts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contact itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, the per hour rates are as follows:


Environmental Scientist/Professional Planner, PP    $125.00/hour


Professional Engineer, PE



    $125.00/hour


Environmental Scientist




    $ 80.00/hour


Office & Field Technician



    $ 55.00/hour


Administrative & Secretarial Services

    $ 40.00/hour

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with PK Environmental Planning & Engineering, P.O. Box 1066, 205 Main Street, Chatham, New Jersey 07928.

2.  The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4.  That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.
August 3, 2009
********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-asked why escrow money is being refunded to Stone River in resolution #09-306.

Alan Negreann-explained that they had put escrow money up many years ago.

Colin Busteed-597 Bogert Road-asked if there are any plans for the American Legion building yet.

Mayor Watkins-stated that there are no plans yet and there has been some discussion on making it a senior center but nothing is set in stone.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilwoman Fletcher-thanked Mayor Watkins for the Mayors Wellness Proclamation which helps with the Sustainable New Jersey initiative and wanted to express her appreciation to all departments who are working very hard to score the amount of green points that are needed.  Councilwoman Fletcher announced that the Fire Department has had over 155 calls since the beginning of the year and she commended them for responding quickly and efficiently to a house fire on Gates Avenue this weekend.  She applauded them for their dedication because many people don’t realize that they spend many hours at a location even after the fire is extinguished.  She congratulated Samantha Feinblum and Sydney Gould for achieving the Girl Scout Gold Award and commended them for being role models in our community.
Councilman Cannon-thanked Councilman Smith for suggesting that the Library be included in the Community Development Block Grant.  As liaison to the Library, he is very impressed that it is the thriving hub of the town and feels that everyone will benefit if we can secure grant funds.  Councilman Cannon thanked all of the residents for coming out and being so vocal about their concerns. He assured the residents that they will continue to look at these issues but also reminded them that someone does own that piece of property and has a right to develop it.  He feels that the majority of residents are picturing the worst but he also is confident that our Planning Board will work very hard to make sure that the character of the town is maintained with whatever goes there.  He is confident that they will get a project that will be successful.
Councilman Smith-informed everyone that Fire Company #1 had entered the ladder truck and engine #3 at a competition in Stony Point, New York and they won second best overall. He continued by saying that the men and women of the Fire Department take great pride in their equipment and it shows when they win in these competitions.  Councilman Smith finds is frustrating when residents accuse the Council of trying to hide information and purposely don’t get it out to them. He continued by saying that their meetings are always open and everyone is always allowed to speak and comment.  He continued by saying that after residents come and voice their opinions, they don’t stay around to hear the comments by Council. If anything else happens at the meeting, they won’t know about it and will have the potential to say that the Council is hiding something.  He further stated that the Mayor and Council make every effort to publicize meetings and other information through postings at the Library and on our website so that people can stay informed.  Councilman Smith informed everyone that the State had put out a notice to towns and schools that the municipal insurance will go up approximately 16% and thought they’re saving money with a new garbage bid, they’ll be using that savings to pay for insurance. He voiced his frustration on many things that are out of their control.  He spoke with both school principals and asked if he would be allowed to put census information in the schools to explain the importance of the count. He explained the importance of an accurate count because whatever number they come up with is what we get funded on for the next ten years.  He will work hard to get the information out to as many people as possible and will ask the local newspaper to advertise it as well.  He informed everyone that he and Alan participated in a conference call with the representative for the CREBS bond regarding solar panels and she explained in detail what the interest rate and savings would be over 25 years.
Mayor Watkins-thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and hoped that they left feeling better.  The Mayor attended the Fire Department picnic over the weekend and commended them for their dedication to the community.  The Mayor also congratulated Samantha Feinblum and Sydney Gould for achieving the Girl Scout Gold Award and thanked Councilwoman Fletcher for representing the Borough at that ceremony.
ADJOURNMENT – 9:30 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Rush, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker were absent. 






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

