
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, April 20, 2009
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Higgins to lead the salute to the flag.
STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 19, 2008 to THE RECORD and THE RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Smith was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of April 6, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins abstained and Councilman Smith was absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –

Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring May 1, 2009 as Loyalty Day in River Edge into the records as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS,  the citizens of this community are extremely proud of this Nations more than 200 year Heritage of Freedom and are loyal to the ideals, traditions and institutions which have made our nation so great; and

WHEREAS, many Americans display their loyalty through careers in public service.  Members of our Armed Forces ensure that our Nation remains strong and secure, as well as defend democracy around the world.  Many citizens give their time  to causes greater than themselves through charitable, civic or church activities to demonstrate their loyalty by working to improve our country and the lives of its people; and

WHEREAS, Loyalty Day recognizes the solemn bond between America and its citizens.  It provides an opportunity to recognize those who demonstrate their loyalty every day and challenges all of us to find more ways to contribute to the greater good of our country; and

WHEREAS, this glorious occasion will serve as a reminder of the loyalty of the members of the Veteran’s of Foreign Wars throughout the United States, a loyalty they displayed while serving in our armed forces during war times.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, in recognition thereof, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2009 as:

LOYALTY DAY IN RIVER EDGE

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Borough of River Edge to be affixed this April 20, 2009.

 Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

April 20, 2009
********
Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring May 1st through May 31st as Annual Poppy Sale Days into the record as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N
WHEREAS, the Annual Poppy Sale by the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars has been officially recognized and endorsed by the Government leaders; and

WHEREAS, the Poppies are assembled by disabled veterans, and the proceeds of this worthy fund-raising campaign are used exclusively for the benefit of disabled and needy veterans, and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, do hereby urge the citizens of this community to recognize their merits of this cause by contributing generously to its support through the purchase of Poppies from May 1st through May 31st, 2009, the designated Annual Poppy Sale days in the Borough of River Edge, and do further urge all citizens to support the American Legion Auxiliary of the Sgt. Walter Scott Brown Unit #226, the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary of the Caldorney-Klaiber-Frost Post NO. 876 of River Edge by buying and wearing a Poppy.

                Mayor  Margaret Falahee Watkins 

Dated:  April 20, 2009

********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the promotion of Michael Walker, as Acting Lieutenant to Lieutenant in the Police Department, at an annual salary of $117,199.00 with a one year probationary period, effective April 21, 2009. 


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.


Mayor Watkins administered the Oath of Office to Lieutenant Walker.

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the hire of Richard Pribula, 0-46 Fairlawn Parkway, Fair Lawn, New Jersey as a Part-time Senior Bus/Van Driver at an hourly rate of $15.78, 10 hours per week, with a six-month probationary period, effective April 21, 2009.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the resignation of Louise Mellusi, part-time Clerk/Typist in the Borough Clerks office, effective April 7, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.


Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the salary change of Margaret Churley, Adult Services/Reference Librarian, River Edge Free Public Library, from 35 to 30 hours per week, from an annual salary of $55,694.00 to $47,736.00 due to budget cuts, effective April 11, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve the appointment of Nihir Trivedi, 131 Bogert Road, to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department Junior and Fire Auxiliary Squad, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve the salary change of Robert O’Connor, Equipment Operator II, Department of Public Works, from an annual Step I salary of $54,001.00 to Step II - $54,284.00, effective May 5, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
State of NJ-Affordable Housing-4/3/09





Re:  COAH


Letter
-
State of New Jersey, DEP – 4/6/09




Re: Stepping Stone Day Nursery


Letter
-
Cablevision – 4/6/09





Re:  ABC Plus Ceasing Operations


Letter
-
N.J. League of Municipalities-4/7/09





Re: Census 2010 Update

Letter
-
State of New Jersey-COAH – 4/9/09





Re: Incomplete Petition


Letter
-
State of NJ-DEP 4/9/09





Re: Green Acres $300,000 Matching Grant


Permit
-
State of NJ – DEP – 4/9/09





Re:  Flood Hazard Permit


Letter
-
B.C. Board of Chosen Freeholders-4/9/09





Re:  Ordinance passed


Letter
-
Borough of Oradell – 4/9/09





Re:  Senior Tax Relief Programs

Notice
-
N.J. DEP – 4/15/09





Re:  Notice of Settlement

Letter
-
PSE&G – 4/15/09





Re:  Solar Loan Program

Notice
- 
Paramus Board of Adjustment-4/16/09




Re:  Hearing Notice, 392 Chestnut St.

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Library



-
March 24, 2009


Building Department

-
March 2009


Shade Tree Commission

-
February 19, 2009


Property Maintenance

-
March 2009


Fire Prevention


-
January-March 2009


Environmental Commission
-
April 2009

Historic Commission

-
March 25, 2009


ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1651 as follows:
Ordinance #1651 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY TO CREATE CHAPTER 182 ARTICLE II ENTITLED TEMPORARY STORAGE CONTAINERS


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1651 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1651

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY TO CREATE CHAPTER 182 ARTICLE II ENTITLED TEMPORARY STORAGE CONTAINERS

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge has determined the public need for temporary storage units for renovations and other additional purposes while projects are underway; and

WHEREAS, currently the Borough of River Edge does not have a specific ordinance regulating temporary storage units; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body believes it to be in the best interest of the Borough to create such ordinance for the benefit and protection of the citizens of the Borough.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge, Bergen County, New Jersey that the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended and supplemented to create Chapter 378 entitled Temporary Storage Containers as follows:

SECTION I

Chapter 378 (Temporary Storage Containers( 

SECTION 182-7
Purpose

The purpose of this Chapter is to create a procedure whereby individuals may apply for a permit to allow for the use of temporary storage on properties located in the Borough of River Edge and to provide for rules, regulations and restrictions with regard to the use and placement of such temporary storage containers.

SECTION 182-8
Definitions

For the purpose of this Chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall have the meanings stated herein.  

Temporary Storage Unit - A unit greater in dimension than three feet in length by three feet in width by three feet in height rented or owned or for use by the property owner or occupant for storage of personal, business, or commercial items or used for the packing or storage of items for permanently moving to or from the residence or for temporarily storing items during a renovation to the main residences.  Temporary storage units include, but are not limited to, sea boxes, bulk storage containers, portable on-demand storage containers, store-to-door mobile transportation storage containers, roll-off containers or other such similar containers.

SECTION 182-9
Application request/approval

(A)   No person shall place upon their property or upon any premises in the Borough a temporary storage unit unless the owner of the premises has previously obtained a Temporary Storage Unit Permit from the Borough Zoning Officer.

(B)   To obtain a permit the property owner(s) or property manager, in the case of rental units, shall obtain approval from the Zoning Officer. Applications, in writing, shall include, but not limited to, the following:

1.   The names, addresses and telephone numbers of the owner or manager of the property on or at which the temporary storage unit is to be placed.

2.   The names, addresses and telephone numbers of the individual or company which owns the temporary storage unit.

3.   A copy of a survey must accompany the application.

4.   Any other information the Zoning Officer may require to determine the full compliance with other applicable ordinances of the Borough.

5.   An executed statement indicating that the applicant understand and agrees that this storage unit is temporary in nature and the applicant understand and has read the Ordinance.

6.   The application shall be reviewed by the Zoning Officer who shall review the application for completeness and issue said permit within seven (7) days of filing.

(C)   In the case of a tenant or property owner using the same temporary storage unit for the purposes of moving between properties within the Borough, only one permit will be required, however, a survey shall be submitted for both locations.

SECTION 182-10
Guidelines

(A)   Size of temporary storage unit.  Temporary storage units shall be no greater than eight feet in height, eighteen feet in length, and eight feet in width, or no greater than a total of 1,200 cubic feet.

(B)   Number of temporary storage units.  One temporary storage unit shall be permitted per residential property.

(C)   Location of temporary storage units.   The placement of temporary storage units shall meet all of the following provisions:

(1)   The storage unit shall be placed either in the driveway or in an approved paved parking area at the furthest accessible point from the street and at least ten feet from the curb.

(2)   The storage unit shall not be placed within any public right-of-way or roadway including sidewalks.

(3)   In a multifamily residential complex the storage unit shall be placed as close to the dwelling using the unit as possible.

(d)   At the discretion of the Zoning Officer, the storage unit may be placed in an alternative location, provided that the alternative location does not create an unsafe location.

(D)   Duration
 

(1)   The temporary storage unit shall be temporary in nature and unless approved by the Planning Board, no temporary storage unit shall be placed or remain on the same premises for more than one hundred twenty (120) days, cumulatively, within a twelve (12) month period.  The start date of the time period shall be the date of delivery, as shown on the delivery ticket, which must be supplied to the Zoning Officer upon request.

(2)   The temporary storage unit permit shall not be granted for more than sixty (60) days, however, two thirty (30) day extensions of the permit may be granted, but in no case shall more than two extensions be granted unless otherwise approved by the Planning Board.  After the expiration of the initial period, as well as the two extensions, if additional time is required, the Applicant may submit an application to the Planning Board.  No more than one (1) temporary storage unit shall be placed upon any single lot at one time.

(3)   Where residential fire, flood, hurricane, natural or man-made disaster, or other similar undue hardship has occurred, the Zoning Officer or the Borough shall determine the time period for the unit.

(E)   No temporary storage unit shall be used to store solid waste, construction debris, demolition debris, recyclable materials, business inventory, commercial goods, or goods for property other than at the residential property where the storage unit is located.

(F)   Storage of hazardous material within the temporary storage unit is prohibited.

(G)   Temporary storage units shall be locked and secured by the property owner, tenant or property manager at all times when loading or unloading is not taking place.

(H)   The property owner, tenant or property manager, or user of the temporary storage unit must secure it in a manner that does not endanger the safety of person or property in the vicinity of the temporary structure.  In the event of severe weather conditions in which the unit may become a physical danger to persons or property, the Borough of River Edge may require the removal of the storage unit.
(I)   Occupancy of container prohibited.  No human or animal shall occupy the temporary storage container except for the express purpose of loading or unloading the container.  No heat source of any kind shall be placed in the container.

SECTION 182-11
Fees

There shall be a permit application and review fee charged in the amount of $50.00 for every request for initial temporary storage unit permit and/or extension.

SECTION 182-12
Enforcement

This Chapter may be enforced by the Borough of River Edge Police Department, Zoning Officer, Code Enforcement Officer or such other employee or department of the Borough as designated in writing by the Borough Administrator.

SECTION 182-13
Violations and Penalties

Any person, corporation and /or entity violating or neglecting to comply with any provision of the Chapter, shall be subject to a fine of up to $500.00 for each violation or by imprisonment for not more than ninety (90) days or by an order to perform community service or a combination thereof, in the discretion of the Municipal Judge .  Each and every week such violation or non-compliance exists shall constitute a separate offense and an additional fine may be imposed.

SECTION II

Repealer

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent or in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed as to said inconsistencies and conflicts.

SECTION III

Severability

If the provisions of any section, part of any section, or clause or phrase if this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, said decision shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Ordinance.  The Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge declares that it would have passed the Ordinance and each section and subsection thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more of the subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases may be declared unconstitutional or invalid.

SECTION IV
     Effective Date

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication as required by law.  





Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

********

Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1652 as follows:
Ordinance #1652 -ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY TO CREATE CHAPTER 182 ARTICLE III ENTITLED TEMPORARY TOILET FACILITIES
Councilwoman Fletcher-requested that the Borough Attorney change the language in Section 182-18 (e) to make it clear where the door of the temporary toilet should face.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve Ordinance #1652 as amended as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1652

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY TO CREATE CHAPTER 182 ARTICLE III ENTITLED TEMPORARY TOILET FACILITIES
Section 182-14
Purpose

The purpose of this ordinance is to provide rules and regulations for the location, construction and maintenance of temporary toilet facilities in order to protect the public interest and health, safety and welfare of the residents of the Borough of River Edge.

Section 182-15
Definitions

The following definitions shall apply to this ordinance:

Temporary Toilet Facility - A portable watertight chemical vault used by the public for outings, picnics, bazaars, or by contractors and their workmen at a construction site.


Section 182-16
Permit Required

No person, firm, partnership, corporation, association or organization of any kind (hereinafter collectively referred to as "person") shall construct or install any temporary toilet facility up any property with the Borough of River Edge without first obtaining a permit issued by the Zoning Officer, or his designee, as provided herein.

Section 182-17
Application Procedure

A. 
Before any temporary toilet facility shall be placed up any property with the Borough, the person desiring to construct or install the temporary toilet facility shall make an application for a permit in writing to the Zoning Officer. The application shall contain or have attached thereto the following:

(i) 
The name, residence or building address, and telephone 
number of the applicant.

(ii) 
The name, address, and telephone number of the property owner, if other than the applicant, together with the written consent of the owner to the application.

(iii) The name of the company or firm supplying the temporary toilet facility, the frequency of emptying and/or cleaning of the facility, the number of facilities and the proposed location of each on the property, and the date the temporary toilet facility will be removed from the property.


The Zoning Officer, or his designees, will review the application for completeness and compliance with the terms of this ordinance. The application shall be forwarded to the Zoning Officer for review of the proposed location of the temporary toilet facility and compliance with the setback requirements after which the applications shall be returned 
to the Zoning Officer. If the application is deemed complete by the Zoning Officer, or his designee, and complies with the terms of this ordinance, a permit shall be issued. If the application is not completed, or does not comply with the terms of this ordinance, the Zoning Officer
shall so notify the applicant within five (5) business days of the submission of the application.

Section 182-18    Rules and Regulations
The following rules and regulations shall apply for any application for temporary toilet facilities:

(a) 
No permit shall be issued unless the applicant shall demonstrate that the temporary toilet facility contains a locking device suitable to secure the facility and prohibit entry when it is not in use. 

(b) 
Temporary toilet facilities located on construction sites shall be locked in order to prohibit entry between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following day and at all other times when there is no construction activity on the site.

(c)
Each temporary toilet facility must be maintained in a sanitary 
condition so as not to create foul odors, attract flies or other 
insects, or otherwise create a public health nuisance.

(d)
Each temporary toilet facility must be setback 20 feet from the 
property lines or as close as practical subject to Zoning Officer’s 
review. 

(e)
Each temporary toilet facility must be placed so that its front door opens opposite from any public street or sidewalk.

(f) 
No permit for a temporary toilet facility shall be issued for a period of more than 6 months.

Section 182-19
Revocation of Permit
Any permit issued pursuant to this ordinance may be revoked by the Zoning Officer at any time if the applicant or owner of the property on which the temporary toilet facility is located maintains the facility in violation of the State sanitary code, or any ordinance.

Section 182-20
Administration and Enforcement
The Zoning Officer is authorized to administer the provisions of this ordinance. The provisions of this ordinance shall be enforced by the Zoning Officer, or his designee, or the Code Enforcement Officer of the Borough of River Edge.

Section 182-21
Violations and Penalties

Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000). A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues.

Section 9
this ordinance shall take effect immediately after adoption and publication as required by law.





Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

********
Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1653 as follows:
Ordinance #1653 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE #1645 TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2009

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve Ordinance #1653 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1653      

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE #1645 TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2009
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge:

Section 1:  The compensation for the full-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge for the year 2009 shall be as follows:








  
 2009

Hourly


Annually

BOROUGH HALL 
Assistant Tax Collector
        $7.00 - $21.38




Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect immediately after the first publication after final passage as provided by law.








___________________________________








Margaret F. Watkins, Mayor





      

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

DATED:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

********

Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1654 as follows:
Ordinance #1654 - BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR THE SITE OF BOGERT ROAD POCKET PARK IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $645,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A COUNTY GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1654 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1654

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR THE SITE OF BOGERT ROAD POCKET PARK IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $645,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A COUNTY GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.


-------------------------------------------

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  The Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the "Borough") is hereby authorized to acquire real property, including an existing structure, in, by and for the Borough for the site of Bogert Road Pocket Park.  Said improvement shall include real estate transaction expenses, demolition of the existing structure, site protection and all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor.  The property to be acquired is located on Bogert Road north of the intersection with Howland Avenue and is designated as a portion of Block 1004, Lot 38.03 on the Tax Assessment Map of the Borough.

Section 2.  The sum of $645,000 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of making the improvement described in Section 1 of this ordinance (hereinafter referred to as "purpose").  Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized and the County grant appropriated by this ordinance.  No down payment is required pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:2-11(c) because this ordinance involves a project to be funded by a State grant.  It is anticipated that the Borough will receive a $300,000 Green Acres Grant from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to finance a portion of the cost of said improvement.  Said Green Acres grant shall be applied to the payment of the cost of said improvement as provided in Section 10 of this ordinance.  Said improvement shall be made as a general improvement and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefited.

Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that (1) the making of such improvement  is not a current expense of said Borough, and (2) it is necessary to finance said purpose by the issuance of obligations of said Borough pursuant to the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the "Local Bond Law"), and (3) the estimated cost of said purpose is $645,000, and (4) $300,000 of said sum is to be provided by a County grant hereinafter appropriated, and (5) the estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $345,000, and (6) the cost of such purpose, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate amount of $25,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purpose, including architect's fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

Section 4.  It is hereby determined and stated that the sum of $300,000 received or to be received as a grant from the County of Bergen Open Space, Recreation, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of such purpose.

Section 5.  To finance said purpose, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal amount not exceeding $345,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted.

Section 6.  To finance said purpose, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an aggregate principal amount not exceeding $345,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued.  If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding.

Section 7.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.  Each of said notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and shall be under the seal of said Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk or Deputy Borough Clerk.  Said officers are hereby authorized to execute said notes and to issue said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity with law.  The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time in the manner provided by law.

Section 8.  It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said purpose, according to its reasonable life, is a period of forty years computed from the date of said bonds.

Section 9.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk of said Borough, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance by $345,000 and that the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law.

Section 10.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Bergen, the State of New Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its agencies in aid of such purpose (other than the County grant hereinbefore appropriated which shall be applied to the cost of such purpose, but shall not be applied to the payment of outstanding bond anticipation notes and the reduction of the amount of bonds authorized), shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such purpose, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purpose shall be reduced accordingly.

Section 11.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.

Section 12.  The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the improvement described in Section 1 of this bond ordinance.  If the Borough incurs such costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance. 
Section 13.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.

Section 14.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof after final passage.  




Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1650 as follows:

Ordinance #1650 - AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $30,000 FROM THE GENERAL CAPITAL FUND BALANCE FOR PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT, IMPROVEMENT OF BOROUGH BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS


Ordinance #1650 was introduced by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon at the April 6, 2009 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1650

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $30,000 FROM THE GENERAL CAPITAL FUND BALANCE FOR PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT, IMPROVEMENT OF BOROUGH BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, as follows:


SECTION I.  The purchase of equipment for and improvements desired in Section 2 of this ordinance are hereby authorized as improvements and purchases to be made by the Borough of River Edge, New Jersey for the purpose of the purchase of said equipment and the making of said improvements, there are hereby appropriated the sum of $30,000.00 from the General Capital Fund Balance.


SECTION II.  The improvement and purchases are authorized as follows:

a. Repairs and improvement to public buildings and grounds, including but not limited to toilets and a roof for the Library and light fixtures and ballasts for Fire Company #2.

b. Purchase of equipment for the Department(s) of:  Police

c. Purchase of computer software and hardware for the Departments of:  Library and Police

d. Other Expenses, including but not limited to architect’s fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expense and other expenses to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

SECTION III: The appropriation shall be made from Capital Improvement Fund of 

the General Capital Fund and no debt is authorized.


SECTION IV:  This ordinance shall take effect immediately after the first publication after final passage as provided by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Date:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1650

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1650

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1650

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to adopt Ordinance #1650. 


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve resolution #09-184 through #09-186, #09-188 through #09-198 and #09-200.

ROLL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

#09-184 Refund of Soil Movement Escrow Fee


WHEREAS, Nagy Garas, 52 Algonquin Trail, Oakland, New Jersey, 07436 deposited $1,000.00 in escrow for soil movement; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has performed all final inspections; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has been paid in full.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to make the following refund:

Block/Lot


Name & Address



Amount

1206/19


Nagy Garas




$750.00

(238 Van Saun Dr)

52 Algonquin Trail





Oakland, NJ  07436

April 20, 2009





********

#09-185 Amend Agreement with Vincent D'Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, New Jersey 0766l for Professional Services Related to Restoration/Upgrade and/or Mitigation of Fire Company # 2 Located at 55 Ackerson Street and the Department of Public Works Facility Located at 1 Riverside Way
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert architectural services related 

to the Design, Bid and Supervision for Fire Company #2 and the Department of Public Works; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Vincent D’Amore via resolution #07-173 dated May 7, 2007, amended via resolution #07-318 in the amount of $4,500.00 on September 4, 2007, amended via resolution #07-397 in the amount of $5,500.00 on December 3, 2007, amended via resolution #08-209 in the amount of $8,000.00 on May 5, 2008 and amended #09-90 in the amount of $5,000.00 on February 17, 2009; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Professional Services for Architectural Services; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2150-55-1576-100 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $2,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and


WHEREAS, Vincent D’Amore has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Vincent D’Amore has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Vincent D’Amore from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;

WHEREAS, that rate of pay shall not exceed per hour:

Principal ...............................$90.00

Draftsman................................$30.00

Secretary................................$25.00  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Vincent D’Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of   Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

April 20, 2009

********

#09-186 Rescind Resolution #09-183 Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Project, Storm Drain Outflows


WHEREAS, resolution #09-183, a resolution to Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Project for Storm Drain Outflow in the Borough of River Edge.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that resolution #09-183 dated April 6, 2009 is hereby rescinded.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to change her records accordingly.

April 20, 2009

********

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to table resolution #09-187.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

TABLED



TABLED



TABLED

#09-187  Award Proposal for the Municipal Facilities Energy Audit to Dome-Tech, Inc., 510 Thornall Street, Suite 170, Edison, New Jersey, 08837

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge via resolution #09-67 dated February 2, 2009 authorized the Competitive Contracting Process for the solicitation of sealed proposals for an energy audit; and

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2009 sealed proposals were received for the Municipal Facilities Energy Audit; and 

WHEREAS, three (3) proposals were received for the Municipal Facilities Energy Audit; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest proposal was received from Dome-Tech, Inc. in the amount of $35,640.00; and

WHEREAS, the proposal has been reviewed by the Qualified Purchasing Agent, the Borough Attorney and a sub-committee who assisted in the evaluation of the proposals; and 


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on April 20, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $35,640.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proposal is hereby awarded to Dome-Tech, Inc., 510 Thornall Street, Suite 170, Edison, New Jersey, 08837 and the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign said contract for the Borough.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is instructed to publish a notice in the Ridgewood News summarizing the award of the contract.      

April 20, 2009

********
#09-188  Award Proposal for the Local Government Energy Audit to Metro Energy Solutions, 1140 Bloomfield Avenue, West Caldwell, New Jersey, 07006

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge via resolution #09-67 dated February 2, 2009 authorized the Competitive Contracting Process for the solicitation of sealed proposals for an energy audit; and

WHEREAS, on April 1, 2009 sealed proposals were received for the Local Government Energy Audit; and 

WHEREAS, five (5) proposals were received for the Local Government Energy Audit; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest proposal was received from Metro Energy Solutions in the amount of $14,100.00; and

WHEREAS, the proposal has been reviewed by the Qualified Purchasing Agent, the Borough Attorney and a sub-committee who assisted in the evaluation of the proposals; and 


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on April 20, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $14,100.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proposal is hereby awarded to Metro Energy Solutions, 1140 Bloomfield Avenue, West Caldwell, New Jersey, 07006 and the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign said contract for the Borough not to exceed twelve months.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the resolution and contract are on file and available for public inspection in the office of the Borough Clerk.      


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is instructed to publish a notice in the Ridgewood News summarizing the award of the contract.

********
#09-189 Enter into Agreement with Downes Tree Service, 65 Royal Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 for Leaf, Grass and Yard Waste Recycling


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has included the collection of leaf, grass and yard waste as part of its recycling program in an effort to reduce solid waste; and


WHEREAS, Downes Tree Service, 65 Royal Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 has agreed to enter into a contract with the Borough of River Edge for the disposal of compost; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. Section 40A:11-5(1)(s) and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 permits the awarding of a contract without competitive bidding for the marketing of recyclables; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney and Superintendent of Public Works have prepared a contract containing the approved terms and conditions of the sale; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on April 20, 2009; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk be authorized to enter into agreement with Downes Tree Service, 65 Royal Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506.

April 20, 2009

********

#09-190 Support of the New Jersey Legislative Bills S-2503 and A-2872
       WHEREAS, the Borough Council of River Edge finds and declares that trees are an important part of New Jersey's environment, and
       WHEREAS, the Borough Council recognizes the importance of safe and proper tree care practices for consumer protection, worker safety and the public welfare, and
       WHEREAS, it is appropriate for tree care to be conducted by qualified, licensed and insured tree care experts to prevent injuries and damage to life and property, and
        WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 2503 and Assembly Bill Ho. 2872 are acts concerning the licensure of tree experts and tree care operators and the registration of certain employers, supplementing Title 45 of the Revised Statutes, and repealing P.L. 1940, c. 100 and sections 7 and 8 of P.L. 1996, c.20 by (1) providing a new licensing scheme for tree providers, the titles of "Licensed Tree Expert" and "Licensed Tree Care Operator"; (2) re​establishing a "Board of Tree Experts11 in the DEP with increased membership from 3 to 9 members; (3) establishing minimum qualifications to take the examinations and identifying specific tree services that each title can perform; (4) requiring that tree care employers are registered and carry minimum levels of liability and workers compensation insurances; (5) requiring minimum continuing education units be earned prior to re-issuance of the license; (6) establishing penalties for violating certain portions of the act;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of River Edge  supports the passage of the New Jersey Legislative Bills S2503 and A-2872.

April 20, 2009

********

#09-191 Creation of Assistant Tax Collector Position in the Department of Tax Collection


WHEREAS, Section 2, Subject 2 of the Borough of River Edge Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual indicates that the Mayor and Council shall formally create any new position in the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the Personnel Sub-Committee of the mayor and Council have recommended the creation of the position of Assistant Tax Collector in the Tax Collection Department and have discussed this matter with the Mayor and Council at the work session of March 16, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed a job description for the position of Assistant Tax Collector in the Department of Tax Collection.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the position of Assistant Tax Collector in the Department of Tax Collection is hereby created.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the position shall be in accordance with the job description on file with the Borough Clerk.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the compensation for this position shall be in accordance with the ordinance of the Borough of River Edge.
April 20, 2009

********
#09-192  Award Bid for Emergency Repairs and Maintenance of the Water Main and/or Storm and Sanitary Sewer Repairs


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:11-11(5) authorizing a contracting unit to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of Tenafly is the Lead Agency for the purchase of work, materials and supplies for the Riverside Cooperative, 35RC; and


WHEREAS, bids were received by the Borough of Tenafly for Emergency Repairs and Maintenance of the Water Main and/or Storm and Sanitary Sewer System on March 3, 2009; and


WHEREAS, five (5) bids were received, the lowest being from J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc., 101 East Broadway, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 in the amount of $105,574.00; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of Tenafly as the Lead Agency for the Riverside Cooperative, 35RC, has awarded a contract on behalf of the Riverside Cooperative, via Resolution #R09-137 dated March 24, 2009 to J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc., 101 East Broadway, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601; and


WHEREAS, this contract is awarded on a unit price basis and may be considered an “Open Ended Contract” under N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.3, in which case certification of funds is not required until such time as the services are ordered and prior to incurring the liability by placing the order, certification of availability of funds will be made by the Chief Financial Officer, and it shall be the responsibility of the official responsible for issuing the purchase order to notify and seek the certification of availability of funds from the Chief Financial Officer as appropriate.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, does hereby award the contract for Emergency Repairs and Maintenance of the Water Main and/or Storm and Sanitary Sewer System to Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc., 101 East Broadway, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 as per the proposal on file with the Borough Clerk which shall be in effect from April 1, 2009 to March 31, 2011.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract on behalf of the Borough.

April 20, 2009

********

#09-193  Resolution to Eliminate the Position of Administrative Coordinator in the Police Department


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge created the position of Administrative Coordinator in the Police Department; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge created the position of  Administrative Police Coordinator via resolution #97-234 dated August 4, 1997; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge finds itself in an unprecedented hardship with regard to its budget and financial position; and


WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of River Edge Personnel Policy & Procedure Handbook, Section 2 Employment, Subject 15 Separation, the Governing Body has received a recommendation from the Police Chief and the Borough Administrator; and


WHEREAS, in order to achieve a permanent economic savings for the Borough it is recommended that the position of Administrative Coordinator in the Police Department be permanently abolished; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have discussed this at a work session on April 6, 2009 and have found that it is in the best long term budgetary and financial interest of the Borough to abolish the position of Administrative Coordinator in the Police Department.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the position of Administrative Coordinator in the Police Department be permanently abolished, effective July 1, 2009 in order to achieve economic savings for the Borough.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Police Chief, the Borough Administrator and any employee affected by this resolution.
April 20, 2009

********
#09-194   Authorize Millennium Strategies, LLC to Make Application for Federally Eligible Transportation Project

WHEREAS, the U.S.  Senate and the House of Representatives are crafting new surface transportation authorization legislation to replace SAFETEA-LU which expires on September 30, 2009; and  

WHEREAS, the legislation, which is authorized every six years is the primary vehicle for funding Federally eligible Transportation projects throughout the country; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge continues to develop projects that will improve access and maintenance on public roads; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge’s Engineering Department has provided plans specifically designed to address and improve traffic flow/safety issues and maintenance on our roads; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has submitted an application for road and streetscape improvements to Congressman Scott Garrett to be considered for funding as a Member Priority Project; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has identified the Kinderkamack Road Improvement Plan in desperate need of repair.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey formally approves the grant application for the Kinderkamack Road Improvement Plan.
April 20, 2009

*******
#09-195 Authorize Tax Collector to Transfer 1st Quarter 2009 Tax Overpayments to 2nd Quarter 2009


WHEREAS, the 2009 1st quarter taxes were overpaid on the following properties and the property owners had requested the amounts to be transferred to their 2009 2nd quarter taxes.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector adjust her records by transferring the tax payments from the 1st quarter 2009 to the 2nd quarter 2009 taxes as follows:







     From 1st
     To 2nd
Block/Lot

Owner/Property
     Quarter 2009      Quarter 2009
601/19

James & Karla Leahy
$  89.75

$   89.75




184 Adams Avenue




River Edge, NJ  07661

705/2


Helen Sywak


$2,628.08

$2,628.08




265 Concord Drive




River Edge, NJ  07661
April 20, 2009

********
#09-196  Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate 2009 Tax Payments


WHEREAS, the tax office has received duplicate tax payment for the 2009 taxes on the following properties; and

WHEREAS, written requests were received from the homeowners or their mortgage company to refund the overpaid amounts directly to the mortgage company.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot

Name & Address



Refund Amount

304/6


Sybel, Scott & Joanne


$    28.37




795 Millbrook Road

304/11

Alter, Brian & Daria


$ 2,575.40




777 Millbrook Road


312/12

Hornidge, Brian & Stephanie

$ 3,066.97




711 Oak Avenue

618/5


Nolan, Margaret



$ 1,838.33




586 Center Avenue

808/18

Goria, Timothy



$ 2,437.01




389 Windsor Road

902/25

Karuru, Eutychus N.


$    10.41




250 Berkeley Road

907/14

Lanteri, Joseph & Ernestine

$   137.81




210 Beech Drive South

1104/12

Kirsch, Renee & Thorsten

$   930.46




237 Princeton Drive

1207/21

Krzykowski, Robert


$    31.27




92 Lakeview Street

1302/16

Balgahoom, Fuad A.


$ 1,913.60




150 Kinderkamack Road








Total:
$12,969.63

Make check payable to:

First American Real Estate Tax Service

1 First American Way

Mail Code:  DFW 1-3

Westlake, TX  76262

Attn:  Tax Refunds
April 20, 2009

********
#09-197 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate 2009 Tax Payments


WHEREAS, the tax office has received duplicate tax payment for the 2009 taxes on the following properties; and

WHEREAS, a written request was received from the homeowner to refund the overpaid amount directly to them.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot

Name & Address



Refund Amount

605/13

PAK, SAMMY K. & SANG EUN 

$2,813.36




172 Concord Drive




River Edge, NJ  07661
April 20, 2009

********
#09-198  Temporary Capital Budget
WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge desires to establish the Temporary 2009 Capital Budget of said municipality by inserting thereon or correcting the items therein as shown on such budget for the following reasons:

Acquisition of Real Property for the Site of Bogert Road Pocket Park

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

Section 1.  The 2009 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough of River Edge is hereby established by adding thereto a schedule to read as follows:


Project #09-1

CAPITAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Projects Scheduled for 2009

Method of Financing

Estimated
  Grants
  General

Project




  Costs   
  in Aid       Bonds  
Acquisition of Real Property for

  The Site of Bogert Road Pocket


 Park




$645,000.00
 $300,000.00  $345,000.00

Section 2.  The Clerk is authorized and directed to file a certified copy of this resolution with the Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey, within three days after the adoption of Permanent Capital Budget as adopted.

Section 3.  The Borough Clerk is instructed to advertise this resolution as required by law.

April 20, 2009

********

Councilwoman Rush read resolution #09-199 into the record.


Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve resolution #09-199.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

#09-199 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$1,323,093.95

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$      465.76

ANIMAL WELFARE ACCOUNT




$       80.40              
TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$    2,447.50           

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$    6,901.12    

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$    3,491.02

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$      620.00            

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.
April 20, 2009

********

#09-200 Enter Into Agreement with James and Lynne Litterini, 3l6 Kinderkamack Road, Block 1005, Lot 5 for Right-of-Way on Borough Property.


WHEREAS, James and Lynne Litterini have requested a right of way to cross over Borough property to allow movement of construction equipment necessary for the construction of a retaining wall and drainage system on Block l005, Lot 6.0l; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has drawn up a license agreement for ingress and egress over the portion of Block 1005, Lot 5 abutting the Licensee’s property for the purpose of gaining access to move construction equipment for the construction of the retaining wall and drainage system; and


WHEREAS, there is a required escrow deposit of $2,500.00 to be utilized to cover borough’s legal and engineering fees and a deposit of $5,000.00 upon execution of agreement as a performance bond; and


WHEREAS, this agreement shall be for two(2) months from May l5, 2009 to July l5, 2009.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that he Mayor and Clerk are authorized to execute the License Agreement with James and Lynne Litterini.

April 20, 2009
********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-made reference to Ordinance #1654 and asked if the $645,000 is the purchase price for the property.

Alan Negreann-explained that the Borough has received word that we will be receiving a $300,000 grant from the County and $345,000 from the Green Acres Program.  The Borough expects that the purchase price of the property will be less than those grant amounts.

Peggy White-asked why there is a resolution on this when the ordinance is only in its first reading.

Alan Negreann-explained that state law requires that when we have bond ordinance introduced, we have to make sure that the project is in our capital program and budget.  He continued by stating that this is part of our municipal budget and is a planning document that doesn’t appropriate any money and is purely for planning purposes.

Peggy White-asked if this park plan is in the 2009 budget?

Alan Negreann-stated that it’s in the bond ordinance.

Peggy White-stated that she still doesn’t understand why the town is going ahead with this project when it was voted down by the residents when the school put it up for a referendum.

Joseph Dunsay-151 Concord Drive-spoke about the houses that are currently on the pocket park property and suggested that the Council reach out to demolition companies who will recycle the building materials for new usage.  He also suggested that the council put a bid out to auction development rights because every little bit of income that we receive would help.  He understands that the Council has concerns about the limits of our fire trucks when areas are over-developed and suggested that they look to share services with towns such as Hackensack who obviously have the capability to handle fires in large buildings.
Neal Carroll-321 Wales Avenue-thanked the Mayor and Council for recognizing him for the Rinaldi Award.  He made reference to a discussion during the work session regarding water on Kinderkamack Road.  He stated that he knows that this water condition was the cause of an accident within the past two weeks.  He spoke to United Water who tested the water and they claim that it is not their water because there is no chlorine in it.  They suggested that possibly during Fred Newman’s construction they might have disrupted an underground spring in the middle of the street or that the water could be running down the hill causing pooling.  He continued by saying that even though there hasn’t been rain, there is always water coming out of the street early in the morning.  Mr. Carroll asked the Council to look into this because there is something obviously wrong in one of our major intersections.  He’s hoping that this condition can be moved to the top of the list because it has already created an accident.
Alan Negreann-stated that he spoke with the Borough Engineer and he suggested that if it was an underground system, a French drain system would have to be installed to a catch basin.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS -

Councilwoman Rush-congratulated Mike Walker on his promotion and also congratulated Neal Carroll for receiving the Rinaldi Award and thanked him for all that he does for the town.  She reminded everyone that Friday is Arbor Day and informed everyone that there will be a ceremony at Roosevelt School at 11:30 a.m. and one at Cherry Hill School at 1:15 p.m. 

Councilman Higgins-also congratulated Mike Walker and Nihir on their appointments this evening.  He attended the River Edge Run and commented on the terrific turnout they had.  Councilman Higgins commented on how beautiful the town looks and thanked the Beautification for their hard work.  He reminded everyone that tomorrow is school elections and encouraged everyone to get out and vote.  Councilman Higgins also encouraged everyone to purchase poppies in support of disabled veteran’s because it allows the Legion and VFW to continue to help those in our community.

Councilwoman Walker-congratulated Mike Walker and Neal Carroll.  She was very happy with the turnout for the River Edge Run and informed everyone that there were over 500 people who registered for the event which is a record number.  She clarified some of the misconceptions regarding the acquisition of the property next to the school and still feels that it will be a huge asset to the south end of town.  Councilwoman Walker is thrilled that the Borough is receiving acquisition funds in this tough economic climate and looks forward to applying for development money next year and the year after.
Councilman Cannon​-added his congratulations to Neal Carroll and Mike Walker for their recognition and achievements.  Councilman Cannon stated that this was the first River Edge Run that he had attended and commended Bobbi McDonnell and her staff for making it a well-organized first class event.

Councilwoman Fletcher-congratulated Mike Walker on his promotion and again stated that she feels that we have the best boys in blue in the County, State and Country.  She also congratulated Nihir and thanked him and so many others for their volunteerism because that’s what makes our town the wonderful community that it is.  Councilwoman Fletcher stated that the Rinaldi Award is an award given to someone who truly gives themselves to the community and feels that Neal Carroll shares that award with his family because they are a family of volunteers.  She continued by stating that she has been involved with the River Edge Run for many years and during most of those years the weather was cold and rainy so she was thrilled when it turned out to be such a beautiful day.  She informed everyone that for Arbor Day, they received 1,000 seedlings for $25.00 and encouraged everyone to plant them because it is a wonderful return for our environment.  Councilwoman Fletcher had the honor of attending a Distinguished Service Award Ceremony on Mental Health which honored Senate President and Mrs. Codey for their dedication to concerns and issues of mental health.  She stated  that sometimes we forget that mental illness is just that, an illness.  She continued by stating that families need support when loved ones are going through a mental illness the same as they would for a loved one with a physical illness. Councilwoman Fletcher spoke about shared service purchases and is happy that we continue to move forward. She mentioned examples of these shared services and thanked everyone on the Council including Alan who really make an effort in this process.  Councilman Fletcher reminded everyone that today is the anniversary of the Columbine tragedy and encouraged everyone to go home and hug their kids.
Mayor Watkins-thanked everyone for coming up and congratulated Neal Carroll and Mike Walker.  The Mayor also commended many of the Council members for participating in the River Edge Health Walk and was thankful that it was such a beautiful day.  The Mayor informed everyone that County Executive Dennis McNerney ran in the race along with several members of our Police Department and thanked the Fire Department for standing by along the race course.  The Mayor thanked all of our community volunteers and encouraged everyone to get out and vote tomorrow.
ADJOURNMENT – 8:45 P.M.

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith was absent.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:

