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BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE PLANNING BOARD MINUTES
December 15, 2011

Arthur Neiss, Esq.

ROLL CALL PRESENT: Robert Nyman, Ed Mignone, James Arakalian,  Mr. Costa, Edward Lane, Kevin Duerr, Neil Doornheim, Scott Fletcher.
Richard Mehrman

ABSENT:  Chairman Caruso, Mayor Watkins, Mr. Theisz

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Kevin Duerr called the Planning Board meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.

Salute to Flag

Sunshine Law (Open Public Meetings Act) 
Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by sending notices on December 24, 2010 to the Record and the Ridgewood News.  By positioning on the Bulletin Board in the lobby of the Borough Hall and filing a notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk.

Edward Lane reminded the public that there are three fire exits in this room one in the rear and one on either side of the dais. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES November 17, 2011

Edward Lane makes a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Nyman

ROLL CALL VOTE

Mr. Nyman, Edward Lane, Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Doornheim – Vote Yes

Abstain – Councilman Mignone, James Arakalian, Mr. Costa, Kevin Duerr

Minutes are approved.

(Mayor arrived 8:16PM)

MEMORIALIZATION

2011-02 Ace International Trading, LLC, t/a Fresh N More Farmers Market, 91 Route 4 East, Block 1415/Lot 1.01
Bob Nyman makes a motion to accept the resolution, seconded by Neil Doornsheim

ROLL CALL

Mr. Nyman, Mayor Watkins, Mr. Lane, Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Doornsheim - Vote

Abstain – Councilman Mignone, James Arakalian, Mr. Costa, Mr. Duerr

Resolution passes.

REFERRAL OF ZONING ORDINANCE FOR REVIEW Ordinance #1746, following first reading to amend Chapter 416, Zoning and in particular, Section 416-36.1, regarding the Senior Citizen Housing Conditional Use District  

Mr. Mehrman – Explained what the changes would be and for this boards comments and consideration for the mayor and council.  When we do send our findings to the governing body thay are not bound by our comments.  

Mr., Neiss – I sent a Memo Via E-Mail to all the board members regarding the roll of the board in a situation like this.  This is not for purposes of having the public come and talk and argue for or against the proposed ordinance.  The place to do that is with the mayor and council.  The roll of the board here is simply to review the entirety of the proposal and consider it in the context community planning norms and the existing development regulations.  The primary roll of the board is to identify whether this regulation, this amending zoning ordinance and/or any of its particular provisions is inconsistent with the Master Plan in its most recent re-exam that took place in 2009.  That is our roll here tonight.

James Arakalian – I will make a motion that we make no change to the way it was presented to this board and it be recommended to the Mayor & Council that they adopt that ordinance, seconded by Neil Doornsheim.

ROLL CALL VOTE – Mr. Nyman, Councilman Mignone, Mayor Watkins, James Arakalian, Mr. Lane, Mr. Duerr, Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Doornheim. – All Vote Yes

Motion is approved.

SITE PLAN APPLICATION CONTINUED FROM 11/17/11. – 2011-09 Sanducci’s Take Our Pizza (formerly Yolato Yogurt), MCG Realty, LLC, 620 Kinderkamack Road, Block 617/Lot 17

Joseph Coletti – Attorney for the applicant.

Mr. Neiss – I see you have 2 witnesses and these are the two witnesses that appeared here in November.  You gentlemen continue to be under oath.

Mr. Mehrman – Mr. Mehrman gave an update as to what conditions have been done and what remains to be done from the applicant’s former application.

Mr. Costa explained that this application is a new application.  The fact that the former conditions of a past application were not completed was an enforcement issue.  And this board is not an enforcement board.

Mr. Coletti submitted more documents and they were marked.

Motion to OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Pam Liebowitz, 630 Kinderkamack Road.  If you are going to open a pizzeria.  If people want something like pasta in addition to the pizza how are you going to do that?

Mr. Coletti – Right now it is just going to be pizza.  If they wanted something in addition to pizza they would have to go into the restaurant.  

Pem Liebowitz I feel accidents are going to happen because it is dangerous with people pulling in and out of the parking.

Martin Liebowitz, 630 Kinderkamack Road.  We have been abused enough by Sanducci’s.  I think you should tell him to move because all we have is aggravation.  He has too many cars there.  There is not enough parking.  The basket case, she does not want any part of his parking.

Mr. Coletti – I object that is hearsay.

Mr. Liebowitz – I have pictures that I would like to present to become part of the record.

Member – The building that you have how many spots does your building have.

Mr. Liebowitz – About 16.

Mr. Lane – Mr. Liebowitz, how long have you had that building.

Mr. Liebowitz – 35 years.

Motion to CLOSE TO THE PUBLIC

Edward Lane makes a motion that we accept this application with regard to Mr. Mehrman’s comments and recommendation.

Mr. Mehrman’s condition.

1. The retail store and if an inside door leads to the restaurant.
2. The resolution should preclude the installation of any seats.
3. Only retail space should be permitted 
4. The signage on the building Compliance with the boro ordinance.

Mr. Lane repeats motion.  I make a motion that we approve this application subject to the conditions recommendations of Mr. Mehrman.  Seconded by Mr. Doornheim

ROLL CALL VOTE

Mr. Nyman, Councilman Mignone, Mr. Doornheim, Mr. Lane, Mr. Duerr, Mr. Fletcher – Vote Yes 

Mayor Watkins – No

Mr. Costa – Abstained

Motion Carriers.

2011-10 River Terrace Garden Associates, LLC 

This is being carried to next months meeting.

MOTION TO ADJOURN – 10:45PM

Mayor Watkins makes a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Nyman.

Respectfully submitted by,



Marijane Brandau

Note:  At a point during the proceedings, the official tape become filled and there was no additional blank tape on hand.  This last portion of these minutes was completed through the use of hand-written notes.
