
 
 
This handout is to help educate homeowners about sidewalk repairs adjacent to curbside trees.  The goal is to minimize any 
negative impact to the tree and to increase the life of the sidewalk.  Many studies have been done on tree roots and 
sidewalks. Once a tree’s large roots are cut, the tree will become stressed and/or become unstable.  Sidewalks settle, rise 
and crack for many reasons including soil type, freezing/ and thawing, inappropriate installation, tree roots, and age of 
sidewalk.  Ideally, sidewalks are only meant to last at most 25 years if correctly constructed.  More recent sidewalk slabs are 
made with a thinner layer of concrete which results in quicker deterioration of the sidewalk.  Choose a sidewalk repair 
company that understands trees and will work with you 
 
Tree roots can be found in the top 12-18 inches of soil depending on the tree species, soil type and drainage.  Roots only 
grow where they can find oxygen, water and nutrients.   They function to hold trees up, store resources, produce growth 
regulators and absorb water and minerals.  
 
Below are some suggestions to help minimize the cutting of large tree roots: 
Curve the sidewalk around the surface 

roots 
 

             
 

Create a concrete ramp/lift  
or grind concrete down  

(this can only be done when lift is 2 inches or less) 

 

Replace concrete slabs with heavy, thick 
concrete (4 inches on a bed of 

compacted gravel) or insert metal rods in 
concrete to reduce lifting and cracking. 

 
Factors that determine which method to use include age and species of tree, tree conditions, the amount of lean of the tree, 
root size and number of cuts that need to be made.  
 
Cutting tree roots and replacing a sidewalk slab does not correct the problem long term.  If root pruning is the only 
option, a disinfected, sharp tool should be used to make a clean cut. Root pruning a distance equal to 3 times (preferably 5 
times) the trunk diameter is ideal.   

Please consult with the Shade Tree Commission  
before starting sidewalk repairs if there are any concerns about the Borough tree. 

There is no fee for consultations 
 

Thank-you for your support, 
River Edge Shade Tree Commission 

Volunteers serving the trees of River Edge 
www.riveredgenj.org 

DONATIONS TO GO TOWARDS NEW TREE PLANTINGS IN TOWN CAN BE SENT TO THE SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
750 Kinderkamack Rd, River Edge NJ 07661    

 (201) 599-6293 

 


