
    
  

CALL TO ORDER –  
This Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge was held in person at the Council 
Chambers located at 705 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, NJ 07661 and virtually via Zoom on 
Thursday, June 25, 2026.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Thomas Papaleo. 
 
SILENT PRAYER – FLAG SALUTE  
Mayor Papaleo called for a moment of silent reflection for the safety and enjoyment of all athletes 
worldwide in the World Cup soccer tournament as well as the fans and all who are involved.  
Councilwoman Malellari led those present in the salute to the flag. 
 
STATEMENT –  
Mayor Papaleo read the Statement of Compliance into the record as follows:  

 
This meeting complies with the Open Public Meeting Act by notification on January 9, 2026 and January 
16, 2026 of the location, date, time, and access information to the Town News and the Record and by 
posting of same on the municipal bulletin board and Borough website and filing a notice of the same 
with the Municipal Clerk. 
 
ROLL CALL – 
 
PRESENT: Councilwoman Malellari, Councilwoman Dhariwal, Councilman Feffer, Mayor Papaleo 
 
ABSENT: Council President Kinsella, Councilwoman Montisano-Koen, Councilman Glass  
 
ALSO  
PRESENT: Borough Administrator Lissette Aportela 
  Borough Attorney John L. Shahdanian, Esq. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 
On a motion by Councilman Feffer, seconded by Councilwoman Malellari, and all members present 
voting in favor, that the Minutes of the Mayor and Council Regular Meeting May 14, 2026, and May 28, 
2026, are hereby approved.  Councilwoman Dhariwal abstained from the May 14th minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY ITEM– 
On a motion by Councilman Feffer, seconded by Councilwoman Malellari, and all present voting in 
favor, to open the floor for public comments on any item on the agenda. 
 
Donna Miller – 672 Elm Avenue – inquired about the duration of the PSEG work currently taking place 
in the Borough.   
 
On a motion by Councilwoman Malellari, seconded by Councilman Feffer, and all present voting in 
favor, to close the floor for public comments. 
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Ms. Aportela advised that PSEG is currently working in the Borough with 4 crews to install the high-
pressure gas mains and connecting the services.  It is expected that the work will take place throughout 
the summer and then the roads will be milled and paved next year as the trenches need to settle. 
 
Mayor Papaleo confirmed that this has been a multi-year process by PSEG who received grant funding 
to improve the infrastructure.   
 
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES – 
On a motion by Councilwoman Malellari, seconded by Councilman Feffer, and all present voting in 
favor that the following Appointments and Personnel Changes be approved: 
 

• Approve the increase in longevity of Francis Gallagher, Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works from $1,920.00 to $2,400.00 effective July 5, 2026. 

• Approve the salary change of Anthony Truesdale – Department of Public Works from 
Laborer - $47,761.00 to Tree Trimmer Step 1 - $66,167.00 effective June 26, 2026. 

• Approve the resignation of Joseph Collins, Crossing Guard effective June 11, 2026. 

• Approve the revised list of Camp Staff on file with the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

• Approve the resignation of Peter Olohan, Department of Public Works effective June 23, 
2026. 

 
MONTHLY REPORTS – 
Mayor Papaleo noted that the Land Use Board Minutes of May 13, 2026 and Library Board of Trustees’ 
Minutes of June 2, 2026 are on file in the Borough Clerk’s Office and available for review. 
 
Mayor Papaleo amended the agenda with the consent of Council to approve the appointment of Ethan 
Miller as a Junior Firefighter. 
 
On a motion by Councilwoman Malellari, seconded by Councilwoman Dhariwal, and all present voting 
in favor, approved Resolution #26-196 - Approve the Appointment of a Junior Firefighter. 
 
Mayor Papaleo issued the oath of office to Ethan Miller as junior firefighter.  Fire Company #1 Captain Jim 
Carroll noted that Ethan’s father, Dave Miller, just started in the department recently.  Captain Carroll 
thanked the entire family for being part of the department and highlighted that it is a great thing having all 
these new members. 
 
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent 

#26-182 - Resolution Permitting the Possession and Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages 
at a Block Party on Wayne Avenue 
#26-183 - Resolution Permitting the Possession and Consumption of Alcoholic 

Beverages at a Block Party on Princeton Drive 
#26-184 - Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation NJS 
40A:4-87 
#26-185 - Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation NJS 
40A:4-87 
#26-186 - Enter into a Shared Service Agreement – County of Bergen – Employee 
Assistance Program 
#26-187 - Approve Shared Services Agreement with the County of Bergen – Snow 
Plowing/Salting – 2026-2028 



#26-188 - Authorize Testing Process 
#26-189 - Approve Job Descriptions for the Department of Public Works 
#26-190 - Authorize Shared Services Agreement Between the Borough of River Edge 
and the Village of Ridgewood for the Recycling of Expanded Polystyrene Packaging 
#26-191 - Approve Refunds – Recreation Department 
#26-192 - Authorize Renewal of ABC Liquor Licenses for 2026-2027 
#26-193 - Authorize Inclusion in the Bergen County Community Development Program 
#26-194 - Authorize the Execution of an Agreement with the County of Bergen to 
Supersede the Cooperative Agreement Dated July 1, 2024, and Amendments Thereto 
Establishing the Bergen County Community Development Program 
#26-195 - Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Agreement with the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation for the 202 Municipal Aid Application – 
Continental Avenue -Section 3 
#26-197 - Approve Change Order #1 - FY19, FY20 & FY24 KBG Field Improvements Project 

 
On a motion by Councilman Feffer, seconded by Councilwoman Malellari, to approve the Consent 
Agenda as amended. 
 
Councilwoman Dhariwal inquired about the community development program under Resolution #26-
193.  Ms. Aportela responded that it is a federally funded block grant program that allows municipalities 
and non-profits to apply for funding for infrastructure improvements based on the guidelines of the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
 
The vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council President Kinsella:  absent  Councilman Glass:  absent 
Councilwoman Montisano-Koen: absent  Councilwoman Dhariwal: aye* 
Councilwoman Malellari:  aye  Councilman Feffer:  aye 
 
Councilwoman Dhariwal abstained from Resolution #26-191 – Approve Refunds – Recreation 
Department.   
 
#26-198 - Payment of Bills 
Councilwoman Malellari read resolution #26-198 into the record: 
 

At a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, 
State of New Jersey, held on June 25, 2026. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge approve the following 
expenditures. 
 

CURRENT FUND  $382,438.60 
GENERAL CAPITAL FUND $   21,872.81 
GRANT FUND   $     8,929.96 
ANIMAL CONTROL  $           32.40 
TRUST OTHER   $   72,761.00 
OPEN SPACE   $   15,225.50 
DEVELOPER'S AGREEMENT $     1,690.00 
RECREATION TRUST  $   11,190.74 

 



Motion by Councilman Feffer , seconded by Councilwoman Malellari, to approve Resolution #26-198- 
Payment of Bills. 
 
The vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council President Kinsella:  absent  Councilman Glass:  absent 
Councilwoman Montisano-Koen: absent  Councilwoman Dhariwal: aye* 
Councilwoman Malellari:  aye  Councilman Feffer:  aye 
 
*Councilwoman Dhariwal recused from the following checks: #68928, #68929, #68936, #69837, 
#68948, #68981, #68992, #68999, #69000, #3100, #3101, #1742, #1743 and #6227-#6237.  

 
NEW BUSINESS –   
Bergen County Historical Society Request 
The Bergen County Historical Society submitted a request seeking permission to use the Borough’s train 
station parking lot at New Bridge Landing for their Retreat to Victory 250 living history event on Sunday, 
November 22, 2026.  If approved, the Bergen County Historical Society would need to complete a hold 
harmless agreement to indemnify the Borough and provide a certificate of liability insurance.  Mayor 
Papaleo recommended sending this request to the Traffic and Safety Committee for review and 
recommendation based on the location of the parking lot and anticipated number of participants for 
the event.  Council concurred with the recommendation. 
 
Proposed Ordinance for limiting Cats/Dogs & Feeding of Stray Cats and Feeding of Birds 
The Board of Health is recommending that an ordinance be adopted that would limit the number of 
cats and/or dogs per household as well as prohibit the feeding of stray cats.  This would be an 
enforcement tool to address complaints that the Health Department has received.  If approved, it 
would be added to Chapter 122 of the Borough Code.  The Board of Health has also recommended that 
an ordinance be created which would add a new article to Chapter 122 to address the feeding of birds.  
This would prohibit the feeding of birds on public property and create parameters for the feeding of 
birds on private property. 
 
Mayor Papaleo commented that the feeding of birds has caused hot spots for rat activity.  
Councilwoman expressed concern about the impact on homeowners who have bird feeders.  Mr. 
Shahdanian explained the legal principle of quiet enjoyment in which one property owner cannot 
interfere with the quiet enjoyment of their neighbor.  He advised that this recommendation would put 
limitations, such as the 5 pounds of bird feed.  He noted that it would be a fair regulation that would 
allow one to enjoy the colorful birds and detract vermin.  Councilman Feffer advised that he was at the 
Board of Health meeting as the liaison and that the intention of the recommendations is to protect 
residents from extreme and unusual situations by placing reasonable limits.  These proposals would 
give the officials the authority to protect everyone involved for situations that get out of hand.  He 
reminded the public that cats and dogs be licensed.   
 
Council authorized moving forward with ordinance for introduction at a future meeting. 
 
Determination and Award Certificate 
Ms. Aportela reported that on June 16, 2026, notes were sold in the amount of $14,731,000.  The 
Determination and Award Certificate was provided by the Borough Clerk on Monday to the 
governing body for informational purposes.  These notes were sold at an interest rate of 3.75%, 
which is the same rate as last year.  According to the Chief Financial Officer, we will only need to 
budget 3.489% for net interest cost which is after the premium is applied.   The CFO attempts to 



borrow as little as possible to avoid incurring interest. As he has advised in the budget meetings, 
the amortization schedule drops in 2030, and he will be looking to sell serial bonds which will be 
permanent rather temporary financing.  No action is required on this matter.  The only 
requirement is to confirm that this certificate has been provided to the Mayor and Council in the 
minutes of the public meeting after the note sale. 
 
OLD BUSINESS –  
Mayor Papaleo asked the Borough Administrator if there was a report on construction other than PSEG. 
Ms. Aportela responded that there are no other active construction projects at this time. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS – 
Councilwoman Dhariwal thanked the Recreation Director, Joe Ricca and the Assistant to the 
Recreation Director, Dan Jablonski for bringing International Yoga Day events back to the Borough, 
which was held this past Saturday.  She also recognized REVAS, the Police Department and Fire 
Department.   
 
Mayor Papaleo confirmed that on June 30th raising of the Pride flag will be held at 6pm in Memorial 
Park.  He hopes Council can attend.  He reminded everyone of the 4th of July Parade.  Additionally, 
he commended Michelle Kaufman and Farmers Market Committee for a successful season. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by Councilwoman 
Malellari, seconded by Councilwoman Dhariwal, and unanimously carried to adjourn this meeting.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Lissette Aportela, MPA, RPPO, QPA 
Borough Administrator 
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