
    
  
CALL TO ORDER –  
This Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge was held in person at the 
Council Chambers located at 705 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, NJ 07661 and virtually via Zoom 
on Thursday, August 13, 2026.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Thomas 
Papaleo. 
 
SILENT PRAYER – FLAG SALUTE  
Mayor Papaleo called for a moment of silent reflection for all the EMS workers, especially those 
that helped with the recent flooding throughout the United States and for the earthquake in 
Columbia and the rest of the world. The Borough Attorney led those present in the salute to the 
flag. 
 
STATEMENT –  
Mayor Papaleo read the Statement of Compliance into the record as follows:  

 
This meeting complies with the Open Public Meeting Act by notification on January 9, 2026 and 
January 16, 2026 of the location, date, time, and access information to the Town News and the 
Record and by posting of same on the municipal bulletin board and Borough website and filing a 
notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk. 
 
ROLL CALL – 
 
PRESENT: Council President Kinsella, Councilwoman Klodiana Malellari Councilman Glass, 

Councilwoman Dhariwal, Councilman Feffer, Mayor Papaleo 
 
ABSENT: Councilwoman Montisano-Koen 
 
ALSO  
PRESENT: Borough Administrator Lissette Aportela 
 Borough Attorney John L. Shahdanian, Esq. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 
On a motion by Councilwoman Dhariwal, seconded by Councilman Glass, and all members present 
voting in favor, that the Minutes of the Mayor and Council Regular Meeting of July 9, 2026, are 
hereby approved.  Councilwoman Malellari abstained.   
 
RESOLUTION #26-214  
On a motion by Council President Kinsella, seconded by Councilman Feffer, and all present voting in 
favor, resolution #26-214 was moved up on the agenda to Approve the Appointment of a Junior 
Firefighter. 
 
Mayor Papaleo issued the oath to Michael Archvadze.  Mr. Archvadze stated that he moved 
to River Edge in the seventh grade and wants to give back to the community.  He stated that the Fire  
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Department has been very welcoming and helpful.  The Mayor thanked the families of the firefighters 
for their support.  Eric Schultz, Assistant Fire Chief, welcomed Michael to the River Edge Fire 
Department. He explained that the Junior Fire Department allows 15 – 17-year-olds handle 
everything the firefighters handle.  He stated that when junior firefighters go to the academy, they 
train with regular firefighters. Once they turn 18 years old, they will be able to handle the flashover 
simulator and obtain their certificates to become certified New Jersey Firefighters.  He added that 
many college students like to attend the training during the summer.  Mr. Schultz noted that there 
are a few students going through training now who have been a big help to the department.  Mayor 
Papaleo emphasized that the Governing Body is very grateful to all of the volunteers and their 
families.           
 
PROCLAMATIONS & AWARDS – 
Three residents came forward to accept the proclamation.  A resident of Oak Avenue stated that 
she has lived in River Edge for 20 years.  She stated that she loves this country and she is proud to 
be Indian.  She added that India Day will be celebrated on August 15th in Memorial Park.  Mayor 
Papaleo noted that the proclamation will also be read at the August 15th celebration.  
Councilwoman Dhariwal and Councilman Feffer will attend the event.  Another resident added that 
they have been a resident of River Edge for the past 10 years and are proud of the River Edge 
community.  A resident who moved here 4 years ago stated that she loves how the town celebrates 
Indian festivals and how Indian people are included in the community.  The Mayor read the India 
Day Proclamation into the record.     
 
Councilwoman Dhariwal informed that she moved to River Edge 18 years ago.  She saw so much 
diversity in River Edge, which is why she stated, she calls it home.  Councilwoman Dhariwal 
commented that the Indian American Community is small, which encouraged her to create the 
Riverdell Indian Association.  The Riverdell Indian Association has participated in India Day, Diwali 
Day, among several other events.  She thanked the Mayor and Council for making Indian American 
residents feel more at home.  She wished everyone a happy India Independence Day.       
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY ITEM – 
On motion by Councilwoman Kinsella, seconded by Councilwoman Malellari, and all present voting 
in favor, to open for public comments. 
 
Danielle Shibuya – 216 Adams Avenue – voiced her concern regarding a large Borough owned tree 
in the right of way.  She stated that the tree is next to a transformer, which has exploded twice in 
the past two years.  Ms. Shibuya reported that a lot of dead branches fell onto her property.  She 
also pointed out that there was a healthy-looking tree across the street, which fell during a 
windstorm and hit a transformer.  As a result, hazmat needed to come due to the oil in her home 
and her home had to be powerwashed.  She reiterated that while the tree looked healthy, the core 
of the tree was rotted.  She stated that the town tree near her property is close to the transformer, 
as well as her neighbors and the sewer.  Ms. Shibuya added that it is a safety and environmental 
concern.  She noted that Eric Phillips looked at the tree as well as PSE&G, who informed her that 
since it is an old tree, it will continue to die.  The Mayor stated that the Borough will follow up with 
her concerns.   
 
Danny Rattacasa – 215 Adams Avenue – he informed that two town trees have cost him over 
$15,000 in damage.  The damage occurred to his house and car.  He stated that the tree that hit his 
car is the same tree that hit the transformer.  Mr. Rattacasa advised that neighbors had previously 
asked the town to take down the tree.  The damage to his car cost $4,000.00 to repair.  The 



Borough tree in front of his house cost approximately $10,000 worth of damage.  He commented 
that he previously asked the Borough to take it down since it was damaging the sidewalk.  Mr. 
Rattacasa explained that he was told that he would be responsible for fixing the sidewalk, unless 
the town could put another tree in its place.  He refused to replace the tree.  Mr. Rattacasa 
commented that trees that have been replaced are growing in between the wires.   
 
David Ashley – 453 The Fenway – informed that there is new construction taking place at 457 The 
Fenway causing issues with regards to the placement of the fence.  He explained that the fence 
extends three inches, which is not incompliance.  He noted that the Code Enforcement Officer 
inspected the fence and will discuss it with the owners of the property, but the owners stated that 
they were not interested in doing anything with the fence.  Mr. Ashley advised that Nicole in the 
Building Department would reach out to the owners to discuss the situation.  He questioned when 
the town is going to enforce violations.  Mr. Ashley stated that if he does not hear anything by 
Wednesday, he will take legal action.   
 
The Borough Administrator responded to the residents’ concerns on Adams Avenue.  Ms. Aportela 
advised that the DPW Tree Foreman and the DPW Superintendent evaluated the tree and have 
reached out to the Borough’s License Tree Expert.  She noted that Licensed Tree Experts are in high 
demand due to the multitude of storms.  She assured the resident that the Tree Foreman will 
follow- up with the Licensed Tree Expert, who will further evaluate the tree.  Councilman Feffer 
questioned the procedures to get the fence issue addressed.   
 
The Mayor advised that he reached out to the Building Department and Nicole explained that the 
Borough cannot fine the individual until the permit has been finalized.  Mayor Papaleo noted that 
the survey will determine the actual distance from the property line.  He pointed out that if the 
fence is non-compliant, the Borough would fine the property owner or take any action that is 
appropriate and required by law.  The Borough Attorney stated that the property line issue is 
generally a civil matter.  Mr. Shahdanian pointed out that if the height of the fence does not 
comply with the Borough’s regulations, the property owner can be fined or required to take the 
fence down.                            
 
On a motion by Councilwoman Kinsella, seconded by Councilwoman Malellari, and all present 
voting in favor, to close public comments. 
 
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES – 
On motion by Councilman Glass, seconded by Councilwoman Montisano-Koen, and all members 
present voting in favor, to approve the following appointments and personnel changes: 

a. Approve the resignation of Daniela Suarez, Part-time Police Dispatcher effective July 
9, 2026. 

b. Approve the resignation of Diego Yepez, Laborer in the Department of Public Works 
effective August 7, 2026. 

c. Approve the resignation of Peter Stitz, Mechanic in the Department of Public Works 
effective August 26, 2026. 

 
MONTHLY REPORTS – 
Mayor Papaleo noted that the Fire Prevention’s June 30, 2026 report and the Tax Collector’s July 31, 
2026 report are on file in the Borough Clerk’s Office and available for review. 
 
 
 



FIRST READING – ORDINANCES – 
Ordinance #26-11 - #26-13  
Motion by Councilman Glass that the following ordinance be introduced and passed on first reading and 
setting September 10, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard as the date 
and time and both Council Chambers as the place and Zoom as the virtual platform for the hearing on 
said ordinance. Second by Councilman Feffer. 
 
Mayor Papaleo read the title of the ordinances into the record: 
 
ORDINANCE 26-11 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 122 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES 
OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, ENTITLED “ANIMALS”. 
 
ORDINANCE 26-12 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 400, “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” 
 
ORDINANCE 26-13 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, CHAPTER 192, “DRUG-FREE ZONES” 
 
The Borough Administrator explained that Ordinance 26-11 regulates the quantities of cats and dogs 
permitted in a household.  The ordinance also prohibits the feeding, maintenance and harboring of 
stray cats and adds an article regarding the feeding of birds.   
 
Ms. Aportela explained that Ordinance 26-12 implements numerous regulations concerning the 
overnight parking of covered vehicles, overnight parking of trailers, utility trailers, recreational vehicles, 
campers, prohibits the operation of motor vehicles on public property, and non-paved services, and 
updates streets where parking is prohibited, streets with limited time parking and streets with no 
stopping or standing.   
 
The Borough Administrator advised that Ordinance 26-13 updates the intersections designated as a 
school crossing where there is a school crossing guard at the post.   
 
Councilman Glass questioned the wording of Ordinance 26-11.  Councilman Glass recommended the 
language be changed to clearly emphasize that the combined total of cats and dogs shall not exceed 6.  
The Borough Attorney stated that it must also state cats and dogs of licensing age.  The wording will be 
updated to reflect the new language.       
 
The vote was amended and recorded as follows: 
 
Council President Kinsella:  aye  Councilman Glass:  aye 
Councilwoman Montisano-Koen absent  Councilwoman Dhariwal: aye 
Councilwoman Malellari:  aye  Councilman Feffer:  aye 
 
Council President Kinsella questioned the reason for prohibiting bird feeding.  Councilman Feffer 
stated that the Health Department is concerned that feeding birds will attract other animals.  He 
explained that it does not mean that residents cannot have bird feeders.  Mayor Papaleo stated 
that rats have been known to congregate wherever the feeding occurs.  Councilwoman Dhariwal 
questioned if there will be signs in place.  The Mayor stated that the Police Department and Code 
Enforcement utilize a community model process where there is always a warning, unless someone 
is trying to grossly disobey the ordinance.  The Borough Attorney confirmed that there does not 
need to be signs in place for the laws to be enforced.  Mayor Papaleo reiterated that the Borough 



tries to treat the residents as fairly as possible.  Councilwoman Dhariwal commented that the word 
sanctuary be excluded, since there is a sanctuary in River Edge.  The Mayor urged someone from 
the Governing Body verify if there is an officially designated bird sanctuary on Valley Road.  He 
remarked that the Governing Body can always amend the ordinance, if needed.  Councilwoman 
Dhariwal also inquired about residents who already own more than the total allowed pets.  The 
Borough Attorney stated that they would be grandfathered in, allowing them to keep the pets as 
indicated in the ordinance.      
 
RESOLUTIONS – By Consent 

#26-204  Resolution Permitting the Possession and Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages at a 
   Block Party on The Fenway 

#26-205 Approve Refunds – Recreation Department 
 #26-206 Approve Refunds – Shade Tree Bond 
 #26-207 Approve Refunds – Shade Tree Bond 
 #26-208 Confirm Emergency Purchase – Emergency Sanitary Sewer Repair 
 #26-209 Authorize Purchase of Vehicle for the River Edge Police Department 
 #26-210 Resolution Permitting the Possession and Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages at a 
   Block Party on Windsor Road 
 #26-211 Approve the Hire of SLEO III 
 #26-212 Approve Change Order #1 – Bogert Road Improvement– Section 7 Project 
 #26-213 Approve Change Order #1 – 2025 Local Road Improvement Program 
 #26-214 Approve the Appointment of a Junior Firefighter (moved up on the 

agenda after the Approval of Minutes)  
 #26-215 Refund Overpayment of Taxes Due to a 100% Disabled Veteran Tax- 

Exempt Status 
 #26-216 Resolution Permitting the Possession and Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages at a 
   Block Party on Bogert Road 
 #26-217 Authorize Receipt of Bids – 2026 Local Road Paving Program 
 #26-218 Authorize Tax Collector to Adjust 2026 Final/2027 Preliminary Tax 

Bills Due to County Board Judgements 
#26-219 Resolution Permitting the Possession and Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages at a 

Block Party on Berkeley Road 
 #26-220 Approve Job Descriptions for the Department of Public Works 
 #26-221 Certification of the Annual Audit 
 #26-222 Resolution Authorizing Advanced Travel Expenses for the Fire Department 
 
On a motion by Council President Kinsella, seconded by Councilman Glass, to approve the Consent 
Agenda. 
 
The vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council President Kinsella:  aye  Councilman Glass:  aye 
Councilwoman Montisano-Koen absent  Councilwoman Dhariwal: aye* 
Councilwoman Malellari:  aye   Councilman Feffer:  aye 
 
Councilwoman Dhariwal abstained from Resolution #26-205 – Approve Refunds – Recreation 
Department.   
 
 
 



#26-223 - Payment of Bills 
Council President Kinsella read resolution #26-223 into the record: 

 
At a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, 

State of New Jersey, held on August 13, 2026. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge approve the following 
expenditures. 
 

CURRENT FUND  $ 9,039,875.90 
GENERAL CAPITAL FUND $      16,378.80 
GRANT FUND   $      11,831.00 
ANIMAL CONTROL  $           450.60 
TRUST OTHER   $     63,848.63 
OPEN SPACE   $     74,662.20 
PAYROLL   $     24,845.22 
DEVELOPER'S AGREEMENT $       3,520.25 
RECREATION TRUST  $     20,689.99 

 
On a motion by Council President Kinsella, seconded by Councilman Glass to approve Resolution #26-
223-Payment of Bills. 
 
The vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council President Kinsella:  aye  Councilman Glass:  aye 
Councilwoman Montisano-Koen: absent  Councilwoman Dhariwal: aye* 
Councilwoman Malellari:  aye  Councilman Feffer:  aye 
 
*Councilwoman Dhariwal recused from the following checks: #69107, #69150, #69151, #69174, 
#69175, #69182, #69184, #69187, #69188, #69232, #69233, #69268, #69269, #69270, #69271, 
#69272, #69295, #1744, #6257-6276. 

 
NEW BUSINESS – 
Junior Women’s Club Sign Request 
The Borough Administrator stated that the Junior Women’s Club is holding a River Edge Color Fun 
Run.  She explained that they are looking to obtain permission to place two lawn signs on Veterans 
Memorial Park and one sign at Brookside Park.  Their special event application has been approved, 
but the placement of signs requires the Governing Body to review for approval.  Councilman Feffer 
questioned the guidelines for this request.  The Mayor responded that the Governing Body needs a 
copy of the sign before it is approved.  Mayor Papaleo explained that a copy of the sign needs to be 
provided every year, since the Governing Body has new Councilmembers every year.  Ms. Aportela 
noted that a yearly resolution is placed on the Reorganization Meeting for known River Edge 
events.  Mayor Papaleo advised that while there is currently no policy for River Edge only 
organizations, he stated that the Council could implement such a policy.  Councilman Feffer 
believes establishing a policy is a good idea because if the decision stems from a case-by-case basis, 
there are no guidelines.  The Mayor explained that past practice applies for the group to be a 
known River Edge organization.  The Council will consider implementing a policy and discuss it at an 
upcoming meeting.   
 
Councilwoman Dhariwal questioned whether the signs for Diwali would be approved.  Mayor 



Papaleo explained that first amendment, free-speech signs are permitted.  Councilman Glass 
commented that what people put on their lawns and what is placed in a public location are two 
separate issues.               
 
Demarest Place Street Closure Request 
The Administrator explained that the Deputy Clerk received a request for Demarest Place to be 
closed for a wedding party.  She emphasized that it is not a typical block party request.  It is a 
private event, however the requestor advised that the neighbors are ok with the closure.  Chief 
Walker did not have any issues approving the request as Demarest Place is a small street with two 
residents on it, but urged the Borough to be cautious moving forward with this type of request 
especially in larger areas.  Councilman Feffer questioned the protocol for block parties.  The Deputy 
Clerk informed the Governing Body that residents must email their request with all pertinent 
information, including if there is going to be alcohol and the total number of people attending the 
block party.  Ms. Schryver added that they must also advise their neighbors in writing about the 
block party.  The information is sent to the Chief for his review and then to the Governing Body for 
approval.      
 
On a motion by Council President Kinsella, seconded by Councilwoman Malellari, and all present voting 
in favor to approve the street closure of Demarest Place request.  The Demarest Place street closure 
was unanimously approved. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS – 
The Mayor advised that the Police Chief sent an email regarding promotion requests.  He added 
that there is a request regarding a gym and capital funding.  The requests will take place in an open 
meeting on the same day as the interviews.  Councilwoman Malellari questioned why the Police 
Department is short three officers.  Councilman Glass informed that there have been two 
resignations and one officer is serving in the military overseas.  
 
Councilwoman Dhariwal stated that the River Edge 250 Committee developed a photography 
contest, which is open to all River Edge residents.  She added that there is a chance to win a $50.00 
gift card, sponsored by the PBA.  There are 4 categories to participate, youth 12 to 17 years old, 
young adults 18 to 29, adults 30 to 59 and seniors 60 plus.  More information can be found on the 
flyer on the Mayor’s page.  She also added that there will be a special showcase highlighting local 
photographers in town from August 31st to September 7th.  There will be three judges and the 
winners will be announced by the Mayor on River Edge Day on October 4th.   
 
Councilman Glass recognized the outstanding service of Officer Doran.  He read into the record a 
letter from Lieutenant Abate praising Officer Doran who went above and beyond while assisting an 
elderly resident.  The resident was a recent victim of a financial fraud involving approximately 
$14,000.00.  Lieutenant Abate’s letter stated that the Officer realized that the resident needed 
someone willing to take the extra time necessary to help her through an overwhelming situation.  
He added that the Officer demonstrated a genuine commitment to serving the community.  Mayor 
Papaleo emphasized that the River Edge Police Department goes above and beyond for the public. 
 
Councilwoman Dhariwal recognized and congratulated former Fire Chief Robert Schlossberg for 
being the Hometown Hero and State Chief Of The Year.  Councilwoman Dhariwal read into the 
record a letter from Former Fire Chief Schlossberg to the current Fire Chief Sanders.  The letter 
complimented Chief Sanders for handling several working fires during an active storm that 
occurred on July 4th.  The letter stated that Chief Sanders was able to handle the situation in a calm, 
professional manner, which kept other homes safer with less damage.  Mayor Papaleo stated that 



River Edge has the best Fire Department in the County, which is as a result of the volunteers and 
the leadership staff.  Mayor Papaleo praised the DPW, Fire Department, Police Department and 
Borough staff for making a huge difference.  
 
The Borough Administrator recognized Borough Employees and Department Heads, especially the 
Finance Department as the Borough received another perfect audit.  She highlighted that the 
Borough received a perfect audit in for 2021, 2023, 2024 and now 2025.  The Mayor also 
recognized the Borough Attorney and all the professionals who work hard for the Borough.   
 
Councilman Feffer stated that he would like to again propose getting an LED sign for the Borough 
for improved communication for the residents.  He noted that there were questions previously on 
whether it would be distracting to drivers.  Councilman Glass confirmed that the Police Department 
does not have any concerns or issues with the LED sign.  Councilman Feffer informed that many 
surrounding towns have LED signs.  He discussed possible usage for the signs, such as public safety 
alerts, civic events, public ceremonies and public reminders.  Councilman Feffer noted that the cost 
depends on the location of the sign and the technological design of the sign, which can range from 
$15,000.00 to $40,000.00 along with a monthly subscription fee for IT support.  Further discussion 
on this matter will be added to an upcoming agenda.                          
 
CLOSED SESSION – 
On a motion from Councilwoman Malellari, seconded by Council President Kinsella, and all present 
voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned to the Closed Executive Session via Resolution #26-224 at 
8:38 p.m. 
 
#26-224 – Resolution To Go Into Closed Session and Exclude the Public 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-12 permits the exclusion of the public from 
a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
1. That the public shall be excluded from the August 13, 2026 special regular meeting and 

 discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter: 
A. Attorney-Client Privilege – N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7) 

1. 201 Continental Avenue 

B. Personnel – N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8) 
1. Building Department 
2. Borough Clerk 
3. DPW Staffing 

 
2. Formal action may/may not be taken. 

 
3. Minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no 

 longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public. 
 
 
 



 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by Council 
President Kinsella, seconded by Councilman Glass, and unanimously carried to adjourn this meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Annmarie Schryver 
Deputy Borough Clerk 


































































































	8-13-26 Minutes
	8-13 Signed Resolutions

