
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, July 6, 2009
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilwoman Rush to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 19, 2008 to THE RECORD and THE RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.
OPEN HEARING ON AMENDMENT TO THE 2009 BUDGET


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing on Amendment to the 2009 Budget.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.
CLOSE HEARING ON AMENDMENT TO THE 2009 BUDGET


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to close hearing on Amendment to the 2009 Budget.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of June 15, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilman Higgins abstained and Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.
Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council special meeting and work session of June 22, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.
PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – NONE
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the salary change of Danielle George, Library Page, River Edge Free Public Library, from an hourly rate of $6.55 to $7.25 due to a federal minimum wage increase, effective July 24, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.
Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the salary change of Marissa Bean, Library Page, River Edge Free Public Library, from an hourly rate of $6.55 to $7.25 due to a federal minimum wage increase, effective July 24, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve the salary change of Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk from an annual salary of $49,613.00 to $50,093.00 due to a longevity increase of $480.00, effective July 6, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the leave of absence without pay for Daragh O’Connor, Library Director, River Edge Public Library, one day per month from June through November due to a six (6) day furlough, effective June 2, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the hire of William Clark, 689 Center Avenue, River Edge as a School Crossing Guard, at the rate of $18.52 per hour, effective starting date contingent upon training and medical examination.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the hire of Jim Bounds, 753 Summit Avenue, River Edge as a School Crossing Guard, at the rate of $18.52 per hour, effective starting date contingent upon training and medical examination.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve the appointment of Jaclyn Curran, 490 The Fenway, to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to table the appointment of Samuel Sim, 408 Oak Avenue, to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department Junior/Cadet Fire Squad until September 8, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the salary increase of Mike Szczecina, Laborer I, Department of Public Works, from an annual salary of $53,296.92 to $54,283.90, due to an increase in longevity from 8 % to 10%, effective July 7, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 6/17/09





Re:  Meeting Notice – 6/17/09


Notice
-
New Jersey Transit – 6/29/09





Re: Senior Citizen & Disabled Transport





   Assistance Hearings


Notice
-
City of Hackensack – 6/23/09





Re:  Master Plan Re-Exam


Letter
-
Cablevision – 6/24/09





Re:  New Channels

Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 6/29/09





Re:  Meeting 7/1/09


Letter
-
Assemblywoman Charlotte Vandervalk-6/29/09





Re:  Letter of Support, Howland Avenue &






Riverside Way


Letter
-
Assemblywoman Charlotte Vandevalk-6/29/09





Re: Letter of Support-Kinderkamack Rd 1B


Letter
-
American Cancer Society-6/29/09





Re:  Thank You, Relay for Life


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders-6/30/09





Re:  Approved Ordinances


Letter
-
Borough of Paramus – 6/30/09





Re:  Ordinance

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Environmental Protection Commission
-
June 2009 (No Quorum)


Planning Board



-
March 19, 2009


Planning Board



-
April 16, 2009


Library Board



-
June 16, 2009


Shade Tree Commission


-
May 21, 2009

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading – 

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1662 as follows:

Ordinance #1662 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1662 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1662

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 201 “ESCROW DEPOSITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 201 “Escrow Deposits” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:

Section I
§201-7 Escrow deposits required for applications amended to add:




G Soil Movement Application:   $250.00

Section II
If any provisions of this chapter are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this chapter, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section III
All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

Section IV
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to law.





Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1663 as follows:

Ordinance #1663 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1663 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1663

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 206 “FEES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 206 “Fees” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:


Section I
§206-2EE (Miscellaneous Fees) amended as follows:

Soil Movement Application:   $50.00

Section II
If any provisions of this chapter are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this chapter, which shall be severable therefrom.

Section III
All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section IV
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1661 as follows:

Ordinance #1661 -  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 308 “PARKS AND PUBLIC LANDS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1661 was introduced by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher at the June 15, 2009 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1661

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 308 “PARKS AND PUBLIC LANDS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 308 “Parks and public Lands” be and hereby is amended as follows:


Section I:
  Section 308-9(E) deleted and replaced with the following: create a disturbance.


Section II:
  All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this   ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section III:  If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a Court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:
  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1661


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1661


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1661


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to adopt Ordinance #1661.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

********
TABLED



TABLED


TABLED
Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1659 as follows:

Ordinance #1659 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REVISING CHAPTER 416 (ZONING) ARTICLE VIII (CONDITIONAL USES; PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE BY CREATING AND PERMITTING AS A CONDITIONAL USE AND ESTABLISHING THE STANDARDS FOR AGE RESTRICTED MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS IN THE R-1 DISTRICT AT BLOCK 1005, LOTS 6.01 THROUGH 12 AND BLOCK 1302, LOTS 1, 2 AND 3

Ordinance #1659 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith at the June 1, 2009 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1659

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REVISING CHAPTER 416 (ZONING) ARTICLE VIII (CONDITIONAL USES; PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE BY CREATING AND PERMITTING AS A CONDITIONAL USE AND ESTABLISHING THE STANDARDS FOR AGE RESTRICTED MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS IN THE R-1 DISTRICT AT BLOCK 1005, LOTS 6.01 THROUGH 12 AND BLOCK 1302, LOTS 1, 2 AND 3
WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge finds that there is a need in the Borough for housing opportunities at an affordable cost for senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, there exists in the Borough’s Residential Zone (R-1) a number of lots particularly suited for this purpose, namely Lots 1, 2 and 3 in Block 1302 and Lots 6.01 through 12 in Block 1005 as these lots possess a configuration unique among R-1 Lots in that they lie on a County Road, Kinderkamack Road and have exceptional depths running east to the NJ Transit line, making them among the largest lots in the Borough’s Residential Zone; and

WHEREAS, these Lots are situated in proximity to mass transportation, including commuter trains and busses necessary for senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, these Lots are within walking distance of scores of facilities and offices offering a variety of medical services necessary to senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, these Lots lie within walking distance of the Borough’s proposed Downtown Redevelopment Area which will include recreation, entertainment, shopping and commercial areas of importance to senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, the particular configuration and size of these Lots allows for development providing adequate light, air and open space

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:
SECTION  I  Multi-Family residential dwellings shall be a permitted conditional use in  Lots 6.01 through 12 in Block 1005 and Lots 1,2 and 3 in Block 1302, provided that the proposed use complies with the conditions and standards contained herein and upon issuance of an authorization therefore from the appropriate approving authority.

SECTION II Procedure   Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq., the Planning Board may grant conditional uses as herein permitted. Application for a conditional use site plan shall be made in accordance with procedures set forth Chapter 350, and the Planning Board shall act on the application in accordance with said procedures. In reviewing an application for any conditional use as herein provided, the Board may impose such conditions and safeguards as it deems appropriate with respect to, among other matters, the minimizing of traffic congestion by appropriate arrangements of entrances and exits to assure public safety. Requirements for conditional uses shall take precedence over any regulations for the zone in which said use is located. Said conditional use requirements shall be as follows.


A. USE   Any Multi-Family residence proposed under this section shall be limited to senior citizen occupancy which means that occupancy must be by families or individuals one or more of whom is fifty-five (55) years of age or older.  In addition to occupancy by at least one senior citizen, no individual younger than nineteen (19) years of age shall be permitted to permanently reside in the unit.


B. BULK REQUIREMENTS

1. Minimum lot area - 80,000 square feet

2. Maximum density - 1 unit for each 1,750 square feet

3. Minimum lot frontage - 250 feet 

4. Minimum front yard setback - 60 feet

5  Minimum rear yard setback- 60 feet

6. Minimum side yard setbacks: 35 feet each side

7. Maximum building coverage: 25% of total site area

8. Maximum total impervious coverage: 60% of total site area

      C. BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
               1. Maximum building height:

a) Fronting on a County  Road: 3-stories and no more than

35 feet above grade at the front foundation line. In addition a decorative parapet or other architectural details can be used provided they do not exceed an additional 5 feet above the roof line.

b) Inside Development 5 stories or 60 feet above grade along the rear foundation line. In addition a decorative parapet or other architectural details can be used provided they do not exceed an additional 5 feet above the roof line.

              2. Maximum building length along a County Road: Not to exceed 80% of frontage width.

              3. Extensions into the required setbacks from buildings to streets and external lines shall be permitted as follows:

By eaves with an overhang of not more than two feet.

         b)  By rainwater leaders, window sills, chimneys and other such


fixtures.          

         c) By bay windows not more than twelve feet wide and for a depth not to exceed two feet

         d) By an open porch or steps leading into the building, which shall not have any sidewall or other enclosure and may have a fixed roof, canopy or other covering, limited to the dimensions of said porch.

D. COMMON OPEN SPACE IMPLEMENTATION REQUIREMENTS


A. A minimum of 20% of the development shall be active or passive open space.

B. Buffer areas, wetlands and easements shall be eligible as open space as required by this section.


C. Active open space may be improved with facilities, buildings and structures for indoor and outdoor recreational activities consistent with the residential character of the development and the lifestyle needs of the residents therein.


D. All active open space shall be connected to residential areas with walkways or other reasonable means of access.

E. OFF STREET PARKING

There shall be a minimum of two (2) off street parking spaces provided for each dwelling unit, including garages, parking decks under residential buildings and surface parking lots. The Planning Board shall approve the location of proposed off street parking spaces in accordance with Chapter 350 of the Borough Code.

F. CIRCULATION 

All public streets, internal roadways and private driveways shall be in accordance with the requirements of the New Jersey Residential Site Improvement Standards.

G. DEVELOPMENT SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE  BOROUGH  ORDINANCES
Any development under this Section shall be subject to all applicable ordinances of the Borough of River Edge, including but not limited to the Borough Zoning Code and Borough Site Plan Ordinance. Where there is any conflict between the provisions of this section and the provisions of the Site Plan Ordinance and/or the Borough Zoning Code, the provisions of this section shall prevail.

H. LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING REQUIREMENTS

Any development under this Section shall be subject to the Rules and Regulations of the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing. The developer shall provide, on site, a number of affordable units equal to the number of such units as may become required under COAH rules and regulations as a result of the development.

I.  SIGNS 
One sign shall be permitted at an entrance identifying the development. The sign may have a maximum of two faces; neither face shall exceed twenty-five (25) square feet.  

SECTION III This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication in accordance with applicable law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1659


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

Joseph Dunsay-151 Concord Drive-stated that he is very glad to see a change in the zoning ordinance to allow for multi-family residences.  His one objection is that he doesn’t feel it should be age restricted.
Albert Garcia-100 Elizabeth Street-explained his concerns with the height of a proposed dwelling because his property backs up to that lot and feels that it will tower over the homes on Elizabeth.  He asked that the Council to consider reducing the height requirement for a proposed housing complex.
Carlos Perez-100 Elizabeth Street-expressed his concerns over the height of the allowable buildings that will be right behind his home.  He feels that a five story building is too high and would deprive him of quality of life and privacy.  He also stated that there needed to be a provision for a buffer zone in the ordinance.  He was not against the property being developed but was very much against the height of the buildings.

Lillian Zito-85 Elizabeth Street-stated that she is totally opposed to a senior development because she doesn’t think emergency responders would be able to get to it in a reasonable amount of time.

Harold DeYoung-244 Kinderkamack Road-stated that he understands why the town would want to develop that large piece of property but is not sure why the two other lots north of that property are included in this ordinance.

Mayor Watkins-explained that several people have come before the Council with plans for that parcel of land.
Bill Lindsley-explained that for a conditional use zone they need to have a combined 80,000 square feet.
Mayor Watkins-stated that they need to have a minimum of 80,000 square feet in order to do anything.

Resident - 200 Kinderkamack-asked how many square feet are in that lot.

Bill Lindsley-replied something over 80,000 but he wasn’t sure.  He believes that it’s 1.87 acres.

Elizabeth Quickel-244 Kinderkamack-is concerned about noise, traffic and the view that other homeowners on Kinderkamack Road will have.  She stated that she is in favor of having something there but feels that there are many questions and concerns that need to be answered first.
Bill Lindsley-explained that this is a zoning change and does not propose any particular development there.  He continued to say that if and when anyone decides to develop something in this zone, they would have to present a site plan to the Planning Board at which time issues of lighting, buffers and traffic would be addressed.  He further explained that the Mayor and Council do not decide what type of building goes there, the Planning Board does and when it got to that point the residents would be able to voice their concerns.

Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-asked why they chose five stories.

Bill Lindsley-explained that it would be similar to the Yeshiva because of the grade and would be three stories in the front and five stories in the rear.

Peggy White-stated that it’s perfectly fine if you live on Kinderkamack Road but when you live at the bottom of the hill like she does, it looks overwhelming.  She asked that the Council reconsider the height to three stories.

Kevin Connors-259 Adams Avenue-stated that the traffic pattern has changed at the Yeshiva and asked if the new complex will be similar to that.  He also asked if the traffic pattern will be different with the new complex.

Mayor Watkins-replied that at this time, they haven’t received plans from anyone for this property.

Bill Lindsley-again stated that all those issues would be dealt with at the Planning Board and the County because Kinderkamack is a county road.

Albert Garcia-asked why this ordinance has come to fruition if there is no plan to build something there.

Bill Lindsley-explained that it’s an ordinance to permit a certain use as a condition.  He further stated that if someone did make application for this property, they would have to appear before the Planning Board not the Mayor and Council.

Albert Garcia-asked who requested that this ordinance be put on.
Bill Lindsley-stated that this is a result of a study made by himself, members of the Planning Board and the Council to address a significant sized lot that has been empty for a long period of time.

Albert Garcia-asked if this analysis was done with the idea of building multi-family dwellings or senior housing there.

Bill Lindsley-replied, yes.

Kevin Connors-is concerned that once this ordinance is passed, someone will want to come in and build a monstrous building causing significant traffic issues for residents in that area of town.

Mayor Watkins-again stated that this ordinance is just to zone the area and any building plans would have to go before the Planning Board.
Joseph Dunsay-feels that there is a definite need for more affordable multi-story units and suggested that they use one of the parcels as parkland and use the other for dwellings.

Carlos Perez-feels that it is in the Council’s jurisdiction to address a buffer zone because once it gets before the Planning Board, the plans are already made.
Terry Brielmeier-749 Center Avenue​-asked if our fire trucks can reach five stories.

Councilman Smith-replied that the Fire Department can reach seven stories with the equipment they have now.
David Kraft-244 Kinderkamack Road-asked where this ordinance originated.

Bill Lindsley-explained that it was a result of a number of applicants that had come before the Council with different housing ideas for that property.  The Council considered a 55 or older housing development so that there wouldn’t be an impact on the schools.  He stated that with this ordinance in place, the Council would have control of what type of development can go in there.
Albert Garcia-hopes that the Council will approve a development that will enhance the value of their property and give them tax relief.
Mayor Watkins-advised Mr. Garcia that when someone comes before the Planning Board, every resident within 200 feet has to be notified and plans are made available for everyone to see.  She further stated that all Planning Board meetings are open to the public and everyone is allowed to speak.

Councilman Smith-explained that when the committee put this together, the bulk requirements took the concerns that the residents are raising into account. He asked the Borough Attorney to review it again.
Bill Lindsley-explained that there is a 35 foot setback on each side.
Councilman Smith-stated that the 35 feet does not count the footage of the homeowner’s property which would be added on.  He further stated that the project probably will not be able to go the full length of the property.  He assured everyone that any project that the Planning Board has been involved in always includes buffering.

Carlos Perez-again voiced his concerns regarding a buffer zone.

Mayor Watkins-suggest that maybe they revise this ordinance to include a buffer zone.

Bill Lindsley-stated that he is not sure what buffer zones are in the site plan ordinance that would be applicable here.  He further stated that the Planning Board can definitely impose its own conditions for a buffer if they hear the concerns from the residents.

Mayor Watkins-asked the Borough Attorney if he thought it should be placed in an ordinance.
Bill Lindsley-replied, no.  He feels that it should be left to the discretion of the Planning Board.

David Kraft-asked who was consulted in the process of writing this ordinance.

Bill Lindsley-stated there were members of the Planning Board, including the Planning Board Engineer, one Council member, Colin Quinn, Esq., the Zoning Officer and the Borough Engineer.

David Kraft-asked if they consulted any other towns with similar situations, realtors or developers.

Bill Lindsley​-replied, no.
CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1659


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1659

Councilman Smith-stated that he was part of this committee and they absolutely took into consideration the residents of Kinderkamack Road and Elizabeth Street when coming up with the requirements in this ordinance.

Councilman Cannon-made a motion to table this ordinance because he feels there are many concerns that were brought up tonight that need to be discussed.

Councilman Higgins-understands that there was a lot of time put into preparing this ordinance and he too feels that they need to address the concerns of the residents.

Councilman Smith-feels that it’s not the Council’s place to make rules regarding buffering without a building there.  He understands the concerns of the residents but still feels that this is the jurisdiction of the Planning Board.

Councilwoman Rush-stated that she feels that they should re-examine the buffer to make sure that this turns out to be the best possible development for all involved.  Councilwoman Rush stressed the importance of age restricted housing because if more children come in to town the more the property taxes are going to go up.

Councilman Higgins-feels that by having the engineers come up and answer questions by the residents it will hopefully eliminate some of the concerns.  He doesn’t see the harm in deferring this ordinance a little longer.
Councilwoman Walker-feels that the residents of Elizabeth and Kinderkamack Road need to have the same comfort level that the Council does.  She continued by saying that this issue has been discussed for numerous months and the Council feels that this is the best use for this property.  She feels the restrictions that they have put are guaranteeing that only 25% of that property can be developed.  She is voting to defer the decision but also feels that the resident’s best interests are served by this ordinance and the Planning Board.


Motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilman Higgins to Table Ordinance #1659.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilman Smith voted no and Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

Mayor Watkins –informed everyone that they will be discussing this at the July 27th work session and invited the residents to attend.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve resolution #09-280 through #09-284, resolution #09-286 through #09-289 and #09-291 through #09-293 and #09-295.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.
#09-280   Authorize Accounts Supervisor to Issue Refund Check – Street Opening for A.G. Jr. Construction LLC, 278 Oak Avenue


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received a street opening permit from the following who surrendered $320.00 for a bond; and


WHEREAS, John Lynch, Superintendent of Public Works has inspected the street where the opening was made, 278 Oak Avenue, and has declared it satisfactory; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Trust Other Account in the amount not to exceed $320.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $320.00 to the following:




A.G. Jr. Construction LLC




385 Kinderkamack Road




River Edge, New Jersey  07661

July 6, 2009

********
#09-281 Enter Into Agreement with G. Cassetta & Associates, 259-261 Queen Anne Road, Bogota, New Jersey 07603

WHEREAS, there exists a need for professional services for the purpose of performing a survey for a sub-division for the project known as Bogert Road Pocket Park, Block 1004, Lot 38.04 ; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, G. Cassetta & Associates meets the criteria for a professional service contract under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1; and


WHEREAS, G. Cassetta & Associates has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that G. Cassetta & Associates has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit G. Cassetta & Associates from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1654-100 of the Capital Fund not to exceed $1,500.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with G. Cassetta & Associates; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of     Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.
4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

July 6, 2009

********

#09-282 Authorize Mayor and Clerk to Sign an Agreement with the City of Hackensack for the Use of the Hackensack Sewer System


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign an agreement with the City of Hackensack as approved by the Borough Attorney, for the Borough of River Edge’s use of the Hackensack Sewer System by Dinallo’s Restaurant, 250 Johnson Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said agreement shall be in effect for a term of three years at $371.00 per year, from January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2012 at which time it will be renegotiated.

July 6, 2009

********
#09-283   Disallowed Senior Citizen Tax Deduction 2009


WHEREAS, the following homeowners received a $250.00 Senior Citizen Tax Deduction for the year 2009; and


WHEREAS, the following properties were either sold or the homeowners exceeded the income requirements to qualify for the Senior Citizen Tax Deduction for the year 2009.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector disallow and adjust the tax bill on the following properties for the Senior Citizen Deduction and adjust her records accordingly.

 
Block/Lot

 Name/Address


Billed


905/8


Ferber



$250.00





359 5th Avenue


909/29

Mallavo



$250.00





214 Howland


1002/59

Bradford



$250.00





408 Lee Avenue


1103/18

Molina



$250.00





267 Valley Road


1104/31

Goodman



$250.00





200 Valley Road


1108/23

Bergin



$250.00





278 Taft Road

July 6, 2009

********
#09-284  Authorize Tax Collector to transfer 2009 tax overpayments


WHEREAS, the 2009 taxes were overpaid on the following properties and the property owners/mortgage companies have requested the amounts to be transferred to their 3rd quarter 2009 taxes.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector adjust her records by transferring the 2009 tax overpayments to the 3rd quarter 2009 taxes as follows:

Block/Lot  
Owner/Property   
from 1st     from 2nd     to 3rd _

105/3

Lloyd, Joseph
$17.95


$   17.95



935 Myrtle Ave

201/3

Long, Jeff & Mary
$32.82


$   32.82



166 Hillside Ave

305/44
Otsuka, Masaki 


$    1.79
$    1.79



730 Millbrook Rd.

401/15
Alexander, Michael

$    4.35
$    4.35



  & Alisan




164 Webb Ave

907/14
Lanteri, Joseph &


$  137.80
$  137.80



  & Ernestine



210 Beech Dr. South

1002/35
Foster, Joannelys


$2,359.26
$2,359.26



421 Bogert Road

1004/27
Wells Fargo Bank NA

$   16.88
$   16.88



46 Howland Ave

1103/33
Paudullo, Ted &


$2,672.66
$2,672.66



  Marlene

207 Valley Rd.

1417/1
 River Edge LLC
$171.39


$  171.39




65 Route 4

July 6, 2009

********

Councilman Higgins-asked what the $5,000 increase for Other Code Enforcement Functions salaries and wages was for.
Alan Negreann-explained that the Mayor and Council had concerns with regard to Property Maintenance and he’ll be making a recommendation later this month with regard to that.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-285.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.
#09-285 Amendment to the Approved Budget of 2009

WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2009 was approved on
the 30th day of March, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget was held as advertised on May 4, 2009; and

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen that the following amendments to the approved budget for 2009 be made:

FROM

    TO
    General Revenues

3.  Miscellaneous Revenues – Section F: Special

    Items of Revenue Anticipated with Prior

    Written Consent of the Director-Public and 

    Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations:

              GDL 2009 Enforcement and 

               Education Campaign Grant-         $         0.00 $     2,000.00                     

              Alcohol Education and    

               Rehabilitation Fund               $         0.00 $       232.05       

              Donation Handicapped Recreation

               Opportunities Grant-

                Local Match                      $         0.00 $       400.00       

    Total Section F: Special Items of General 

    Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written

    Consent of the Director-Public and Private

    Revenues Offset with Appropriations:         $    57,707.12 $    60,339.17

    Summary of Revenues

3. Miscellaneous Revenues:
        Total Section F:                         $    57,707.12 $    60,339.17

    Total Miscellaneous Revenues


 $ 2,421,772.34 $ 2,424,404.39

5.  Subtotal General Revenues



 $ 5,033,772.34 $ 5,036,404.39

7.  Total General Revenues



 $14,071,626.34 $14,074,258.39

8.  General Appropriations

(A)  Operations – within “CAPS” 

   PUBLIC SAFETY

              Police Department  

                Salaries & Wages                $ 3,124,793.00  $ 3,109,793.00       

              Uniform Fire Safety Act  

                Salaries & Wages                $    28,412.00  $    38,412.00       

   CODE ENFORCEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

              Other Code Enforcement Functions  

                Salaries & Wages                $    22,541.00  $    27,541.00      

8.  General Appropriations

(A) Operations – Excluded from “CAPS” 

   Public and Private Programs Offset By Revenues

              GDL 2009 Enforcement and 

               Education Campaign Grant-        $         0.00  $     2,000.00     

              Alcohol Education and    

               Rehabilitation Fund              $        0.00   $      232.05       

              Donation Handicapped Recreation

               Opportunities Grant-

                Local Match                     $        0.00   $      400.00       

Total Public and Private Programs Offset  

By Revenue                                      $   57,707.12   $    60,339.17

Total Operations – Excluded "CAPS"              $ 1,905,036.12  $ 1,907,668.17

         Detail: Salaries & Wages               $   474,945.00  $   476,945.00

                 Other Expenses                 $ 1,430,091.12  $ 1,430,723.17
(H-2) Total General Appropriations

 – Excluded "CAPS"                              $ 3,206,091.79  $ 3,208,723.84

(O) Total General Appropriations

 – Excluded "CAPS"                              $ 3,206,091.79  $ 3,208,723.84

(L)Subtotal General Appropriations

  (Items (H-l) and (0))

            $13,674,576.75  $13,677,208.80

9. Total General Appropriations                 $14,071,626.34  $14,074,258.39

8. General Appropriations

     Summary of Appropriations            


(A) Operations – Excluded from “CAPS”

Public and Private Programs Offset

By Revenue                                      $    57,707.12  $    60,339.17

Total Operations – Excluded "CAPS"              $ 1,905,036.12  $ 1,907,668.17

Total General Appropriations                    $14,071,626.34  $14,074,258.39

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge does hereby approve this amendment to the approved budget for the year 2009.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed forthwith in the office of the Director of Local Government Services for his certification of the 2009 local municipal budget so amended. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be advertised in THE RECORD on June 30, 2009 and that a hearing will be held on this amendment on July 6, 2009, at Borough Hall at 8:00 P.M.

2009.

It is hereby certified that the approved Budget Amendment annexed hereto is an exact copy of the original on file with the Clerk of the Governing Body, that all additions are correct, all statements contained herein are in proof and the total of anticipated revenues equals the total of appropriations.

Certified by me, this                day of                      , 2009

______________________

Steven D. Wielkotz

Registered Municipal Accountant

______________________________

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Mayor 

Dated:

********
#09-286 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on July 27, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the July 27, 2009 work session meeting at 7:00 p.m. and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference

09-7/27-1

Personnel-Fire Official/Inspector &   N.J.S.A. 10:4-l2(8)

                    Code Inspector Positions

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

July 6, 2009

********

#09-287 Refund of Soil Movement Escrow Fee


WHEREAS, Paul McCusker, 583 Clarendon Court, deposited $1,000.00 in escrow for soil movement; and

WHEREAS, Paul Nigito, 795 Kinderkamack Road, deposited $1,000.00 in escrow for soil movement; and

WHEREAS, Katherine Clark, 42 Eastbrook Drive, deposited $1,000.00 in escrow for soil movement; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has performed all final inspections; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has been paid in full.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to make the following refunds:

Block/Lot


Name & Address



Amount

615/30


Paul McCusker



$750.00





583 Clarendon Court





River Edge, NJ 07661

403/4



Paul Nigito




$750.00





795 Kinderkamack Road





River Edge, NJ  07661

1103/51


Katherine Clark



$750.00





42 Eastbrook Drive





River Edge, NJ  07661

July 6, 2009

********
#09-288 Adopting 2009 Municipal Budget as Amended


WHEREAS, the 2009 Municipal Budget was approved by resolution #09-148 on March 30, 2009; and


WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-6, was advertised in THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS on April 10, 2009; and


WHEREAS, a public hearing on the budget was held on May 4, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the budget was amended on May 4, 2009 via resolution #09-207, advertised on April 28, 2009 in THE RECORD with a hearing on May 4, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the budget was amended on May 18, 2009 via resolution #09-233, advertised on May 14, 2009 in THE RECORD with a hearing on May 18, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the budget was amended on July 6, 2009 via resolution #09-285, advertised on June 30, 2009 in THE RECORD with a hearing on July 6, 2009.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Local Municipal Budget as Amended appropriating $14,074,258.39 be hereby adopted for the fiscal year 2009.

July 6, 2009

********
#09-289  Award of Contract to Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc., 90 W. Franklin Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 for the 2009 Riverside Cooperative Road Improvement Program


WHEREAS, on May 19, 2009 sealed bids were received for the 2009 Riverside Cooperative Road Improvement Program by the Riverside Cooperative (35-RC); and


WHEREAS, seven (7) bids were received, the lowest from Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc., 90 W. Franklin Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of Tenafly, the Lead Agency for the Riverside Cooperative, awarded the bid by resolution #R09-232 dated June 9, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the bids have been reviewed by the Borough Administrator, Borough Engineer, Superintendent of Public works and Borough Attorney; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on July 6, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1656-650 of the Capital Fund not to exceed $333,500.00.


WHEREAS, this contract is awarded on a unit price basis and may be considered an “Open Ended Contract” under N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.3, in which case certification of funds is not required until such time as the services are ordered and prior to incurring the liability by placing the order, certification of availability of funds will be made by the Chief Financial Officer, and it shall be the responsibility of the official responsible for issuing the purchase order to notify and seek the certification of availability of funds from the Chief Financial Officer as appropriate.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the bid is hereby awarded to Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc., 90 W. Franklin Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601 in the amount of $333,500.00 and the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign said contract for the Borough.

July 6, 2009

********
Bill Lindsley-stated that the last paragraph in resolution #09-290 has to be deleted because $425,000.00 is the total purchase price and there is no deposit required.


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-290 as amended.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

#09-290 Authorize Mayor and Clerk to Sign an Agreement with the American Legion, Block 503, Lot 3, 215 Continental Avenue

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge desires to purchase the real estate located at Block 503, Lot 3, and commonly known as the American Legion, 215 Continental Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, and
WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has negotiated a Contract For Sale of Real Estate with the owners of the property, wherein it is agreed that the Borough will pay the sum of Four Hundred Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($425,000.00); and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed and approve of the aforesaid Contract; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1656-550 of the Capital Fund not exceeding $425,000.00.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Contract for purchase of Block 503, Lot 3 on behalf of the Borough.
July 6, 2009
********
#09-291 Change Order Approval and Amendatory Contract for the 2009 Riverside Cooperative Road Improvement Program


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of Tenafly, the Lead Agency for the Riverside Cooperative awarded a contract on June 9, 2009 via resolution #R09-232 to Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc., 90 W. Franklin Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract to Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc., in the amount of $333,500.00; and


WHEREAS Change Order #1 reflects a change in streets in the 2009 Riverside Road Resurfacing Program, delete Elm Avenue and add Tenney, Woodland, Madison, Adams, Webb and Voorhis Avenues; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session of June 22, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works and Borough Engineer have recommended the above change.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc. for Change Order #1.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute said contract, and Change Order #1.

July 6, 2009

********
#09-292 Enter Into Agreement with Valley Health Medical Group, 15 Essex Road, 5th Floor, Paramus, New Jersey, 07652 for Drug and Alcohol Testing & Administrative Services


WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert services related to Drugs and Alcohol Testing & Administrative Service; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1002-182 of the Current Fund not to exceed $545.00 from July 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009 and from Account #01-2010-20-1002-182 of the Current Fund in the amount of $545.00 from January 1, 2010 to June 30, 2010 not to exceed a total of $1,090.00 contingent upon the Governing Body passing and including an appropriation in the current fund budget and subject to all of the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.3 with respect to multi-year contracts; and


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40a:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed as follows:


$ 60.00 per DOT Drug Test


$ 60.00 per Non-DOT Drug Test


$ 50.00 per DOT Alcohol Test


$ 65.00 per DOT Physical


$ 40.00 per DOT Follow-up Physical


$160.00 per Split Sample Test


$180.00 per Post Accident On-Site Service


$600.00 Annual Administrative Fee


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the

Attached agreement with Valley Health Medical Group, 15 Essex Road, 5th Floor, Paramus, New Jersey; and

2. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional 

Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

3. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for 

publication.

July 6, 2009

********
#09-293 Authorize Refund from Recreation Dedicated Account
WHEREAS, a resident had signed up for the Playground Camp Program; and

WHEREAS, they had paid in full for the Playground Camp Program; and  

WHEREAS, a refund will be made to the following:

Reena Goel





$120.00

92C Reservoir Avenue

River Edge, NJ 07661

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a total of $120.00 be refunded from the Recreation Dedicated Account to the above listed person.

July 6, 2009

*******


Councilwoman Rush read resolution #09-294 into the record.

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-294.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

#09-294 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL


$592,736.86

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 



$ 14,119.00

RECREATION ACCOUNT


$  4,619.26           

TRUST OTHER-DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT
$  1,045.00

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT

      $    272.10

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT


$ 12,859.78

ANIMAL WELFARE ACCOUNT


$     32.40

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.
July 6, 2009

********
#09-295 Authorize Refund of Escrow Deposit to Janet Boyd and John Grob, 167 Tenney Avenue, Block 601, Lot 6


WHEREAS, an agreement was entered into between the Borough and Janet Boyd and John Grob, 167 Tenney Avenue, Block 601, Lot 6 for an ingress and egress over Borough property for the purpose of gaining access to complete construction of a new second floor; and


WHEREAS, a required $1,000.00 escrow deposit was received from the homeowners, Janet Boyd and John Grob; and


WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works examined the Borough property and has determined that everything is in order.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor refund $1,000.00 to Janet Boyd and John Grob, 167 Tenney Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661.

July 6, 2009

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

Kevin Connors-asked who the owners of the property are.
Mayor Watkins-replied that she doesn’t know but is sure that our tax records would have that information.

Tom Barrett, Esq.-asked the Council to reconsider their decision with regard to  Mr. Siderias’ request to amend to the ordinance governing liquor licenses. 

George Siderias-River Edge Diner-explained in detail how this liquor license would benefit and improve his business especially during difficult economic times.
Tom Barrett, Esq.-spoke on behalf of his client and gave several reasons why they should reconsider their decision and offered to address any concerns the Council has.
Dennis Agerup-164 Monroe Avenue-stated that he was there to follow-up on a letter that he sent to Chief Cariddi regarding vehicles speeding on Monroe Avenue.  He wanted to know what can be done to prevent accidents because unfortunately his nephew was struck by a car.
Mayor Watkins-told Mr. Agerup that she had asked Chief Cariddi to station an officer on Monroe Avenue with a radar gun from 3 – 5 p.m. on a Friday evening a week or so ago and will have to follow-up with him.
Councilman Higgins-is the liaison to the Police Department and stated that he did speak with Chief Cariddi who informed him that they had increased patrols and did a traffic count.  They found that the speeds overwhelmingly are within the posted limit.  Councilman Higgins stated that he knows that Mr. Agerup suggested a speed bump but considering the evidence, he doesn’t feel it would be justified.  Councilman Higgins stated that Chief Cariddi always addresses issues that are brought up and he will ask the Chief to contact Mr. Agerup after all the studies are complete.
Dennis Agerup-stated that he and other residents of Monroe Avenue are willing to volunteer their time to do their own speed study because they feel there is a serious safety issue.
Councilman Higgins-explained that Chief Cariddi is putting signs up in Brookside Park cautioning that there is an active roadway when children leave the area and go on to the streets.  He assured Mr. Agerup that this is an on going project and encouraged him to continue to reach out to the Chief of Police for updates.  Councilman Higgins stated that he will speak to the Chief and convey Mr. Agerup’s concerns and ask him to contact him when something has been implemented to keep the lines of communication open.
Joseph Dunsay-stated that he is favor of the Council granting the liquor license to the diner.

Albert Garcia-complained that the New Jersey transit trains park and idle for 15-20 minutes and asked the Council to put an ordinance on prohibiting this.

Ms. Mitchell-210 Kinderkamack Road-also voiced a complaint regarding train idling.

Colin Quinn, Esq.-asked Jose Carballo, the architect for the Kinderkamack South Gateway Redevelopment Project questions regarding the revised plans that they  presented at the work session.  He recommended that the Council refer this project to A. Nelessen Associates and ask for a brief concise written opinion regarding the parking concerns and also refer the matter to our Tax Assessor to find out what fiscal tax ratables will be created by this project.  It is also his understanding that this fiscal impact study will be paid for by the developer of this project in the event that the Governing Body does act upon the plan in a positive fashion.

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to follow our Redevelopment Attorney’s suggestion to forward the plan to Nelessen and the Tax Assessor for opinions.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Cannon-commented on the wonderful July 4th celebration and thanked his co-chair Wendy Walker, Bobbi McDonnell, the DPW and all of the volunteers for making it a successful event.  He also thanked the residents for coming before them and keeping them informed of problems and concerns.

Councilwoman Walker-also commented on the July 4th celebration and thanked all those involved who worked so very hard on a limited budget.  She was concerned that she hadn’t received the e-mail regarding a child getting hit on Monroe Avenue and feels that it is important for all of them to be made aware so that they can stay of top of it.
Councilman Higgins-stated that he also had not received the e-mail but informed everyone that once Chief Cariddi has completed the study, his recommendation will be forwarded to everyone.  He congratulated Jackie Curran on her appointment to the Fire Department.  Councilman Higgins did not attend this years July 4th celebration but thanked all those involved for their commitment in making it a successful day.
Councilwoman Rush-also thanked all the volunteers and Borough employees who worked so hard on the July 4th event.  Councilwoman Rush also thanked the residents for coming up because they are the eyes and ears of the community.

Councilman Smith-congratulated John Cannon and the July 4th Committee for putting together a wonderful event.  He also thanked the DPW for their work prior, during and after the celebration in keeping our town clean.  Councilman Smith commented that as far as speeding is concerned, he feels that all of the side streets are very dangerous because of speeding motorists.
Mayor Watkins​-thanked everyone for their hard work in putting the July 4th festivities together and was thankful for the beautiful weather.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Agerup for coming to the meeting and informing the Council of possible traffic and safety issues.  
ADJOURNMENT – 9:50 P.M.

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher was absent.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

