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M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, June 2, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Felice to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of May 19, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council the work session of May 27, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Lau abstained.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –


Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Honoring Those Who Ran the River Edge Blood Drive into the record as follows:

PROCLAMATION


WHEREAS,  the River Edge Community Blood Bank was organized in 1972 with representation from many organizations and churches from town; and  

WHEREAS,  through the years, residents have contributed over 8,000 pints of blood to the Bergen Regional  Community Blood Center of Paramus; and

WHEREAS,  generations of school children have participated in the annual poster contest, thereby urging their parents to donate blood each year.  The children’s posters are proudly displayed in locations around the community for all to see; and

WHEREAS, for over 25 years, Marge Garofalo has helped ensure that the annual Blood Drives were successful.   She has tirelessly organized the Drive, coordinated the poster contest, recruited new donors at River Edge Day and the Fourth of July celebrations, publicized the event in local newspapers and community bulletins and created awareness of the need for blood donors.  Her enthusiasm and devotion for this cause is the spark that encouraged the committee and the donors to respond so positively each October.

WHEREAS, Marge has served as President of the Blood Bank since 1994.  Other long time members with the organization for over fifteen years are Hal Campagna, Janet Churchill, Dottie Ogden, Kay Hughes, Emily and Will Weierstall, Peggy White, Terry Brielmaier and Joyce and Harry Shaner.

WHEREAS,  the River Edge Community Blood Bank held its last meeting this May.

NOW, THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED,  that I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge and on behalf of the Council  do hereby recognize Marge Garofalo, Hal Campagna, Janet Churchill, Dottie Ogden, Kay Hughes, Emily and Will Weierstall, Peggy White, Terry Brielmaier and Joyce and Harry Shaner for giving their time and energy to make a difference in our community.

Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:  June 2, 2008
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the promotion of Christopher Leishman, Department of Public Works, from Equipment Operator at an annual salary of $61,882.00 to Road Foreperson at Step I annual salary of $66,082.00, with a three month probationary period, effective June 3, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Brian Haggerty, 72 Bloomfield Avenue to the Zoning Board of Adjustment, Alternate #4 to December 31, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Mayor Watkins administered the oath of office to Brian Haggerty.

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the salary increase of Daragh O’Connor, Library Director, River Edge Free Public Library, from an annual salary of $90,000.00 to $90,480 due to a $480.00 longevity increase, effective July 7, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the appointment of Coleen Goddel to Department of Public Works as a part-time Clerk Typist, five hours per week, at an hourly rate of $18.04, effective June 3, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the hire of Anita Gatto, 43 Highland Avenue, Demarest as Zoning/Planning/Assessor Secretary, part-time position, at an hourly rate of $17.00, not to exceed 28 hours per week, with a six-month probationary period, effective June 3, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the hire of Cheryl Dobak, 130 Kensington Road as Accounts Receivable Clerk, part-time position, at an hourly rate of $17.00, with a six-month probationary period, not to exceed 28 hours per week, effective June 3, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 5/19/08





Re:  Meeting 5/21/08


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 5/23/08





Re:  Open Space Approval-$40,000-Tennis Courts


Letter
-
Bergen County League of Municipalities-5/23/08





Re:  Thank You to Mayor Watkins


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 5/23/08





Re:  Adopted Ordinances


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 5/27/08





Re:  Adopted Ordinances


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education-5/27/08




Re:  Meeting May 27, 2008


Notice
-
Teaneck Planning Board – 5/29/08





Re:  Meeting 6/12/08


Notice
-
Louis Grasso-5/29/08





Re:  Zoning Board Application

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Environmental Protection Commission
-
April 10, 2008

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR A PORTION OF BLOCK 1004, LOT 38.03

Open Public Hearing

      Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Peggy White – 741 Center Avenue-asked if there is anything on this piece of property right now.

Mayor Watkins-replied yes, there are two buildings and a playground from the Stepping Stone School and this property is for sale by the church.

Close Public Hearing

      Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading - NONE
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1619 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1619 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 350 “SITE PLAN REVIEW” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1619 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the May 19, 2008 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1619
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 350 “SITE PLAN REVIEW” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Section 350 “Site Plan Review” of the Borough Code be and hereby is amended as follows:


Section I.  Section 350-9(A) change Construction Official to:
“Clerk of the Planning Board/Zoning Board”

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section II.

If any provision of this ordinance is found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section III:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






 Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins
ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1619

      Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1619

      There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Felice to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1619

      Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1619.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-233 through #08-236, #08-238 and #08-239, #08-241 through #08-242 and #08-245 through #08-251.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-233  Appointment of Representatives to the Community Development Regional Committee


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has entered into a three year cooperative agreement with the County of Bergen as provided under the Interlocal Services Act N.J.S.A. 40A:8A-1 et seq. and Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1994; and


WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one municipal representative and alternate be appointed by the Governing Body of the community to be part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the Term of one year coinciding with the fiscal year July 1st through June 30th.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body hereby appoints Councilman Smith and Albert Hein as alternate as representatives to participate on the Community Development Regional Committee.

June 2, 2008
********
#08-234 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the June 2, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-6/2-2

Personnel – Planning/Zoning/   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




     Assessor Secretary

08-6/2-3

Personnel – Coleen Goddel -
 N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




     DPW – Clerk Typist

08-6/2-4

Personnel – Accounts Receivable





Clerk



 N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

June 2, 2008
********
#08-235 Authorize the Release of a Maintenance Bond for Pignatelli/752 Corporation, River Dell Commons  


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge entered into a developer’s agreement dated                               November 18, 1997 with 752 Corporation, with offices at 225 North Franklin Turnpike, Ho-Ho-Kus, N.J. 07423 for the property located at Block 409, Lots 13.02 and 43; and           

WHEREAS, the Developers Agreement paragraph 21 states that the developer agrees to provide the Borough with a maintenance bond to run for a period of two years from the date of acceptance, for all public improvements and facilities abutting the project; and


WHEREAS, the Borough currently has in its possession a Maintenance Surety Bond in the amount of $25,500.00 for the above subject property; and


WHEREAS, a work session was held before the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge on May 19, 2008 at which time a review of the project took place; and


WHEREAS, the Project Engineer and the Borough Attorney have recommended that the bond be released. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Maintenance Bond in the form of Maintenance Surety Bond on file with the Borough of River Edge in the amount of $25,500.00 be released to 752 Corporation, 225 North Franklin Turnpike, Ho-Ho-Kus, N.J. 07423.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to send a copy of this resolution to 752 Corporation, 225 North Franklin Turnpike, Ho-Ho-Kus, N.J. 07423 and First Indemnity of America Insurance Company, 119 Littleton Road, Parsippany, New Jersey 07054.

June 2, 2008

********
#08-236 Resolution Opposing Senate Bill No. 1137 which Expands the Scope of Negotiations

WHEREAS, Governing bodies are concerned about their ability to manage their employees using methods in the most appropriate and efficient manner possible; and

WHEREAS, Governing bodies further believe that it is an employers’ right to hire, promote, transfer, assign or retain employees in positions deemed necessary and appropriate;  and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 1137 would re-define the New Jersey Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC)  law by adding new mandatory subjects of collective bargaining  and issues that have been historically non-negotiable would become negotiable; and

WHEREAS, S-1137 will diminish the authority of municipalities over their day to day operations and severely impair the ability to manage personnel in an effective manner; and

WHEREAS, these changes are imposed on governing bodies while under severe financial stress, and the State announced plans to substantially reduce or eliminate State aid to many municipalities;  and

WHEREAS, S-1137 would increase the time and cost of negotiations which costs ultimately falls on our beleaguered property taxpayers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge adamantly oppose adoption of  S-1137 which impinges on local management prerogatives, would potentially result in protracted costly negotiations and advances encroachments by public unions.

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a certified copy of this resolution is hereby forwarded to Governor Jon Corzine, District 39 Legislators and the NJ League of Municipalities.

June 2, 2008
********
TABLED



   TABLED


         TABLED


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to table resolution #08-237.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-237 Amend Agreement with Vincent D'Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, New Jersey 0766l for Professional Services Related to Restoration/Upgrade and/or Mitigation of Fire Company # 2 Located at 55 Ackerson Street and the Department of Public Works Facility Located at 1 Riverside Way
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert architectural services related 

to the Design, Bid and Supervision for Fire Company #2 and the Department of Public Works; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Vincent D’Amore via resolution #07-173 dated May 7, 2007, amended via resolution #07-318 in the amount of $4,500.00 on September 4, 2007, amended via resolution #07-397 in the amount of $5,500.00 on December 3, 2007 and amended via resolution #08-209 in the amount of $8,000.00 on May 5, 2008; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Professional Services for Architectural Services; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1576-100 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $3,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and


WHEREAS, Vincent D’Amore has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Vincent D’Amore has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Vincent D’Amore from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;

WHEREAS, that rate of pay shall not exceed per hour:

Principal ...............................$90.00

Draftsman................................$30.00

Secretary................................$25.00  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Vincent D’Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of   Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

June 2, 2008
********
#08-238 Enter Into Agreement with Richard A. Mehrman, Consulting Engineer, 426 The Fenway, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 for Professional Services Related to Updating the River Edge Master Plan

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain expert engineering services related to an update of the River Edge Master Plan; and
WHEREAS, Richard Mehrman, Consulting Engineer, meets the criteria for a professional service contract under N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-l; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Richard A. Mehrman has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Richard A. Mehrman has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Richard A. Mehrman from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-170 of the Current Fund in the amount of $500.00 and Planning Board Other Expenses #01-2010-20-1802-028 in the amount of $2,100.00 in a total amount not to exceed $2,600.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;

WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Richard A. Mehrman, 425 The Fenway, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 in an amount not to exceed $2,600.00.

2.  The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and               

3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4.  That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

June 2, 2008

********
#08-239 Resolution to Cancel Various Reserves


WHEREAS, there exists various reserves on the balance sheet of the Current Fund; and


WHEREAS, the funds creating these reserves have been investigated and it has been determined that these reserves should be canceled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the following reserves in the amount of $8,547.08 be and the same are hereby canceled:

Reserve for Tax Map Special Emergency Open


Balance of 5/19/03 Special Emergency

$2,730.00

Reserve for Revaluation Special Emergency –


Open Balance of 5/3/04 Special Emergency

$5,817.08
$8,547.08


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is instructed to cancel the Reserve for Special Emergency for the Tax Map, $2,730.00 to Operations and the Reserves for Special Emergency for the Revaluation, $5,817.08 to the Deferred Charge.

June 2, 2008
********
Councilman Smith-asked if this $25,000 cancellation of accounts payable rolls back to surplus for 2008 or 2009.
Alan Negreann-explained that this is part of the surplus fund balance for 2008.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-240.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-240 Authorize Cancellation of Accounts Payable
WHEREAS, there exists various accounts payable on the books of the Current Fund; and

WHEREAS, the various purchase orders and contracts creating these accounts payable have been investigated and it has been determined that these should be cancelled.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following accounts payable in the following amounts are hereby cancelled.

P.O.#   

Vendor

Amount

Description

9267

River Edge Police

$  120.11
Clothing Allowance

8918

Market Value

$9,310.00
Expert Appraisal & Tax Appeals

10554

Mason Helmstetter

$6,000.00
Expert Appraisal & Tax Appeals

11040

Mason Helmstetter

$1,327.50
Expert Appraisal & Tax Appeals

13710

River Edge Police

$   18.92
Clothing Allowance

14869

Lewis Goldshore, Esq.
$2,705.00
Compost-Tidelands Grant

15816

Lincoln Nat’l Ins.
$1,000.00
LOSAP Fire Dept. – 2005

15817

Lincoln Nat’l Ins.
$4,000.00
LOSAP Ambulance – 2005

16350

River Edge Police

$1,796.79
2005 Clothing Allowance

June 2, 2008
********
#08-241 Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Howland Avenue (Section 4) Project


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge is requesting funding from the New Jersey Department of Transportation Municipal Aid Program.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge formally approves the grant application for the above stated project;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2008-River Edge Borough-00l35 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of River Edge.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of River Edge and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.
June 2, 2008
********
#08-242 Resolution Supporting the Establishment of a Hospital on the Pascack Valley Site


WHEREAS, Pascack Valley Hospital Association has filed a Petition for Bankruptcy, Case No. 07-23686, Chapter 11, which is pending before the Honorable Rosemary Gambardella, U.S.B.J.; and


WHEREAS, Pascack Valley Hospital was vitally important to our community as an employer of approximately 700 local residents and annually serviced approximately 14,000 in-patient admissions, 42,000 patient days, 5,500 operating room procedures, 11,000 same day center visits, over 1,000 births and approximately 23,000 emergency room visits; and


WHEREAS, the local economy and social services for our community are in large measure dependent upon a hospital, both as an employer of the skilled and unskilled medical work force residing in our area, and as a provider of social services and a healthcare safety net for our senior citizens and others; and


WHEREAS, Pascack Valley Hospital closed on November 21, 2007 and as a result, residents of our community have lost their access to acute care and uncounted other services; and


WHEREAS, the public interests of the region and the best interests of our community would be served if the hospital’s assets be returned to service promptly by a purchaser who will provide full healthcare services through a bona fide community hospital and acute care facility, as further evidenced by the State Department of Health award of a two year certificate of need; and


WHEREAS, we understand that prospective hospital operators may be in competition with other “for profit” business enterprises not advancing any of the public interests referred to above nor the parameters of the Borough’s Master Plan which provides for a Hospital zone; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge support Hackensack Hospital and Touro Medical School in their purchase of Pascack Valley Hospital.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, on behalf of its residents, respectfully requests the Honorable Rosemary Gambardella to take into consideration the far reaching effects of this process on the public interest, the local medical workers, the volunteer emergency services and the potentially lost lives resulting from the absence of a local hospital when evaluating the bids made during the auction process and granting due recognition to the inherent value of all of the public benefits associated with such a facility.

June 2, 2008

********

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-243 as amended.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-243 Resolution Supporting “Divided We Fail”



WHEREAS, the opportunity to have access to health care and long-term financial security is a basic need that all Americans share and it is the foundation for future generations; and

WHEREAS, we believe all Americans should have peace of mind about their future long-term financial security; and

WHEREAS, all Americans should have access to affordable health care, including prescription drugs, and these costs should not burden future generations; and

WHEREAS, Wellness and prevention efforts, including changes in personal behavior such as diet and exercise, should be top national priorities; and

WHEREAS, Americans should have choices when it comes to long-term care allowing them to maintain their independence at home or in their communities with expanded and affordable financing options; and

WHEREAS, our children and grandchildren should have an adequate quality of life when they retire. Social Security must be strengthened without burdening future generations; and 

WHEREAS, workers should be provided with financial incentives to save, should have access to effective retirement plans, and should be able to keep working and contributing to society regardless of age; and

WHEREAS, Americans of all ages should have access to tools to help manage their finances, and save for the future and better, easy to understand information to help them increase their financial literacy and manage their money wisely; and

WHEREAS, individuals, businesses, health care providers, non-profit organizations, and government must work together to find solutions — personally, privately and publicly; and

WHEREAS, AARP, the Business Roundtable, the National Federation of Independent Businesses and the Service Employees International Union have committed to be champions for this new American Dream by launching Divided We Fail, an effort that engages millions of Americans to call their elected leaders to work together across party lines to provide answers, action and accountability on these issues.
      THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge supports
this Divided We Fail effort and urges our state and federal elected officials and candidates to do the same.
June 2, 2008

********

Councilman Higgins-suggested that because the time frame for this resolution has passed, he would like to table this resolution until May of next year.
TABLED




TABLED


TABLED


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to table resolution #08-244.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.
#08-244 National Police Week & Peace Officer’s memorial day


whereas, in 1962, President John F. Kennedy designated May 15 as Peace Officers' Memorial Day, and the week in which May 15 falls as National Police Week; and

whereas, the members of the law enforcement agencies of Bergen County play an essential role in safeguarding the rights and freedoms of each municipality and the County; and

WHEREAS, it is important that all citizens know and understand the duties, responsibilities, hazards and sacrifices of their law enforcement agency, and that members of our law enforcement agencies recognize their duty to serve the people by safeguarding life and property, by protecting them against violence and disorder, and by protecting the innocent against deception and the weak against oppression; and

whereas, the men and women of the law enforcement agencies of Bergen County with its seventy municipalities unceasingly provide a vital public service; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders call upon all citizens of the County and upon all patriotic, civic and educational organizations to observe the week of May 15-21, 2008, as police week, observing and commemorating law enforcement officers, past and present, who, by their faithful and loyal devotion to their responsibilities, have rendered a dedicated service to their communities; and

be it further resolved that the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Bergen do further call upon citizens of the County to observe May 15, 2008, as Peace Officers' Memorial Day m honor of those law enforcement officers who, through their courageous deeds, have made the ultimate sacrifice to their community or have become disabled m the performance of duty, and let us recognize and pay respect to the survivors of our fallen heroes

BE IT further resolved that the Law and Public Safety Institute in Mahwah will be conducting its annual Police Memorial Service on Wednesday, May 21,2008 at 11:00 am in accordance to the observance and remembrance of Bergen County's own fallen law enforcement officers.

be it further resolved that a copy of the Resolution be forwarded to the surrounding municipalities, the Police Department of each municipality, the Bergen County Prosecutor, Bergen County Sheriff, the Chief of the County Police Department, the Bergen County Director of Public Safety and the offices of the Bergen County 200 Club.
June 2, 2008

********

#08-245 Rescind Resolution #08-201

WHEREAS, Resolution #08-201 a resolution to Authorize Capital Alternatives Corporation to make application to the County of Bergen for aid under the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund for Acquisition of Land – Block 1004, Lot 38.03.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that resolution #08-201, dated May 5, 2008 is hereby rescinded.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to change her records accordingly.

June 2, 2008
********
#08-246 Authorize Mayor and Administrator to Sign the Division on Women 2008 Domestic Violence Police Training Grant


BE IT RESOLVED that the mayor and Administrator are hereby authorized to sign the Division on Women 2008 Domestic Violence Police Training Grant.

June 2, 2008

********
#08-247 Enter Into Agreement with Environmental Resolutions, Inc., 525 Fellowship Road, Suite 300, Mt. Laurel, New Jersey, 08054-3415 for Professional Services Related to the Brookside Park Inspection and Contract Administration


WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain professional services for the Brookside Park inspection and contract administration; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Open Space Fund Resolution #07-80-DOE not to exceed $7,200.00;and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and


WHEREAS, Environmental Resolutions, Inc. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Environmental Resolutions, Inc. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Environmental Resolutions, Inc. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contact; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on June 2, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Environmental Resolutions, Inc., 525 Fellowship Road, Suite 300, Mt. Laurel, New Jersey 08054-3415 not to exceed $7,200.00.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional 

Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

June 2, 2008

********

#08-248  Resolution to Disallow and Bill 2007 Senior Citizen & Disabled Deductions   

WHEREAS, the following homeowners were disallowed the $250.00 senior
deduction because they sold their property or they exceeded the income limit for that year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized
to disallow the 2007 senior deductions and bill the pro-rated amounts.

Block/Lot
Name & Address


Bill  Amount



311/2

Derbinsky



250.00





279 Webb Ave.



601/2

Rummler



250.00





187 Tenney Ave.



607/4

Heyden



250.00





669 Bogert Rd.



609/2

Hughes



208.08





157 Madison Ave.



615/44
Biermanoski



18.36





572 Clarendon Ct.



909/13
Marcellus



125.80





421 The Fenway



1103/36
De Marco



84.32





195 Valley Rd.



1205/32
King




41.48





216 Mohawk Dr.



1209/26
Carabas



250.00





294 Cleveland Pl.
June 2, 2008

********
#08-249 Authorize Tax Collector to Transfer 2008 Tax Overpayment  

WHEREAS, an over payment was made on property known as: 510
Manning Court, River Edge, also known as block: 701 and Lot: 19.08  for the 2nd quarter 2008 by Alum & Ferrer, closing attorney. The homeowner & their closing attorney requested to transfer the overpaid amount to the third quarter 2008.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector transfer
the overpayment and adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot
Amount
Transfer from
Transfer to

      701/19.08
$68.69
2nd quarter 2008
3rd quarter 2008

June 2, 2008

********
#08-250  Authorize Tax Collector to Refund 2008 Duplicate Tax Payments
WHEREAS, the tax office has received duplicate tax payment for
the second quarter 2008 on the following properties; and
WHEREAS, written requests were received from the homeowners or
their mortgage company to refund the overpaid amounts directly to the homeowners. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is
hereby authorized to issue a refund checks in the following amounts and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot
Name & Address


Refund Amount



107/4

Debra L. Hogrefe


$2,943.16





190 Hillside Ave.





River Edge, NJ 07661

209/8.01
Paul Nigito



$2,656.23





57 Spring Valley Ave.





River Edge, NJ 07661

901/24
Kevin & Patricia Hart

$2,437.56





236 Manchester Rd.





River Edge, NJ 07661

1002/14
Robert & Jo Ellen Schlossberg
$3,643.02





81 Erskine Ave.





River Edge, NJ 07661



1209/6
Nagy Garas



$2,309.91





157 Van Saun Drive





River Edge, NJ 07661
June 2, 2008

********
#08-251 Change Order Approval and Amendatory Contract for Marini Brothers Construction, 9 Lafayette Street, Hackensack, New Jersey for the Public Safety Drainage Improvement Project


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on September 17, 2007 via resolution #07-322 to Marini Brothers Construction, 9 Lafayette Street, Hackensack, New Jersey in the amount of $117,553.00; and


WHEREAS Change Order #1 in the amount of ($19,507.00) which reflects the increase of $2,500.00 for the connection of existing leader drain to existing “A” inlet, an increase of $4,380.00 for HMA I-5 and traffic markings, a decrease of ($6,460.00) due to a decrease for concrete sidewalk, HMA I-21 & WD, remove existing pipe, etc. and a decrease of ($19,927.00) due to a decrease in concrete apron, crushed stone, roadway excavation, curb, etc.; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and Borough Engineer have recommended the above change.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session of June 2, 2008; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Marini Brothers Construction for Change Order #1 in a net decrease amount of ($19,507.00).


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute said contract, and Change Order #1.

June 2, 2008

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-252 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-252.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-252  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$2,338,553.37

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$   21,869.88 

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$       83.44      

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT 


$    1,800.00       

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$    8,400.65   

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$    3,986.99    

June 2, 2008

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Mary Baker-264 Valley Road​-stated that she hopes that the Planning Board doesn’t take too long in reviewing the new zoning ordinance.
Mayor Watkins-replied that although a few members on the Council feel that it’s very important not to make rushed decisions, she is sure that the Planning Board will move as quickly as possible.
Mary Baker-requested that the Mayor put pressure on the Planning Board to move things along.

Mayor Watkins-explained that she is not the Chairperson of that Board and she does not dictate to anyone.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -

      Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Felice-explained that he voted no on Green Acres because he feels that there are too many strings attached to the money that will be received.  He further stated that the State’s track record has been less than stellar in the way that they have approached caring for River Edge.  He feels that the idea of a park is a great one but his concern is how it will be funded.
Councilwoman Walker-stated that she does understand Councilman Felice’s apprehension but much of the Bergen County Open Space Application is very similar to Green Acres and it’s an opportunity to see what we can get without any obligation.  Councilwoman Walker spoke about the newspaper article in the Record that Mary Baker was in and thanked her for being so vocal on this issue and feels that she has done this town a great service by bringing this issue to light.

Councilwoman Fletcher-thanked the members of the Blood Drive for all of their hard work and also spoke about the Fire Department’s Memorial Day Ceremony and the annual parade.  Councilwoman Fletcher spoke about the Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Ryan Koenigsknecht and Jason Murray and how delightful it is to see the good work that our young people are doing.  She informed everyone that Company #2 attended a Fire Department muster in Newark and received awards for old and new Engine 2.  Councilwoman Fletcher shared information that she learned at Green Day over the weekend and also informed everyone that there were over 300 people who attended making it a very successful day.  She thanked John Lynch and Laura Grunwerg for attending and volunteering their time on a Saturday.
Councilman Higgins-also thanked those who worked so hard to make the Annual Blood Drive a success for over 36 years.  He congratulated Brian Haggerty on his appointment to the Zoning Board and also congratulated Ryan and Jason for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.  He informed everyone that the work has finally commenced on the renovation of the River Edge Train Station and commended Phyllis Angelo and Vince D’Amore for their persistence in getting this project off the ground.  Councilman Higgins wished good luck to those who are running in the primary tomorrow and encouraged everyone to get out and vote.
Councilman Lau-also thanked those who ran the Blood Bank for many years and also congratulated Ryan and Jason for their scouting achievement.  Councilman Lau stated that he is favor of Green Acres and putting a park up by the church.

Councilman Smith-stated that he received a letter from the County Executive informing them that $28,000 will be put aside for the purchase of a new senior bus.  He spoke about Green Day and how he was happy to see so many young children involved so that they will be educated and hopefully take care of the earth better than we have.  He spoke of the many benefits of recycling, one being that we make money and two its good for the environment.  He also spoke about the Eagle Scout Court of Honor and that seven young men who became Eagles over the past few years are now members of the Fire Department.  He commended all of them for their hard work and dedication to the community at such a young age.  Councilman Smith congratulated those who kept the Blood Drive going for so long but feels sad that no one has stepped up to keep this worthy cause going.  He spoke about Green Acres and said that he understands that many people have concerns but stated that the average tax bill in town is approximately $10,000 and we need to capture whatever funds are available out there.  He feels that it won’t hurt us to put an application in and see what happens.  He explained the new regulations that Bob Costa is involved in regarding soil movement and feels that it will benefit everyone in the long run. Councilman Smith explained why certain ordinances have to go to the Planning Board and unfortunately it takes some time for it to complete the entire process. He assured everyone that they are diligent in working on the issues that are creating the problems.
Mayor Watkins-congratulated Brian Haggerty on his appointment to the Zoning Board and also congratulated Ryan and Jason for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.  The Mayor stated that unfortunately she was unable to attend Green Day but is glad that it turned out well. She also stressed the importance of recycling and thanked John Lynch for being pro-active. 
ADJOURNMENT – 8:40 P.M.
      Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

