M I N U T E S
Sine Die Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, December 29, 2008

5:00 P.M. 
CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Lau to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 12, 2008 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Felice and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council special meeting, work session and regular meeting of December 15, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – NONE
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of Louise Mellusi as Part-time Senior Bus Dispatcher/Coordinator, at an hourly rate of $12.36, not to exceed 10 hours per week, with a six-month probationary period, effective December 30, 2008. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to rescind the hire of Patrick J. O’Reilly, 10 Moos Lane, Bergenfield, New Jersey as a part-time Senior Bus Driver.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 12/16/08





Re: 12/17 meeting notice


Letter
-
NJ League of Municipalities – 12/18/08





Re:  Reply to Mayor’s Letter on Mandates


Letter
-
Cablevision – 12/22/08





Re:  Programming Changes


Notice
-
N.J. Transit – 12/23/08





Re:  Notice of Intent for Financial Assistance

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Police Department


-
November 2008


Tax Collector


-
November 2008


Planning Board


-
August 21, 2008


Planning Board


-
November 20, 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading - NONE
By:




2nd:



RC:

ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1636 as follows:

Ordinance #1636 – A CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SENIOR CITIZEN BUS IN SAID BOROUGH, AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $28,130.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FUNDS FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE TO PAY THE COST THEREOF

Ordinance #1636 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the December 15, 2008 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1636
A CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SENIOR CITIZEN BUS IN SAID BOROUGH, AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $28,130.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FUNDS FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE TO PAY THE COST THEREOF


BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen State of New Jersey as follows:


Section 1.  The Borough of River Edge shall purchase a Senior Citizen Bus.  Such purchase shall be made in accordance with specifications prepared by the Borough herein authorized.

Other expenses, including but not limited to advertising, accounting, legal expenses and expenses to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law are permitted.


Section 2.  The Borough shall expend $28,130.00 for the purchase authorized in Section 1 hereof.  Said sum of $28,130.00 is a grant from the 2008 Community Development Block Grant Funds, County of Bergen, and is appropriated by the Borough by special rider in budgets hereinbefore authorized.


Section 3.  Such purchase is hereby determined and declared to be a Capital Expenditure which the Borough may lawfully make pursuant to law.


Section 4.  This ordinance shall take affect at the time and in the manner provided by law.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1636

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Felice  to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1636

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1636

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to adopt Ordinance #1636.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent

Councilman Smith-thanked Alan and his staff for putting several resolutions on  that will help us in 2009.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-465 through #08-488.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.

#08-465  Cancel Unexpended Appropriations


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has on its books and records an unexpended appropriation; and


WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the following unexpended balance of the Current Fund of the 2008 Budget will not be required.

D) Municipal Debt Service

Interest on Bonds (45-9302)

$   474.74

Principal on Loan (45-9442)

$   218.60

Interest on Loan  (45-9452)

$10,815.00

Interest on Notes (46-8705)

$    20.67


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the aforementioned unexpended balance be and is hereby ordered cancelled.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust his records accordingly.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die
********
#08-466 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on January 26, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the January 26, 2009 meeting discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference
09-1/26-1

Acquisition of Land


N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7)




134 Grand Avenue/Hackensack Avenue




Block 1412, Lot 3

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-467 Acknowledge Receipt of Certification of Request for Emergency Purchases-Fire Department


WHEREAS, the Fire Department has certified that an emergency conditions exists in the Borough of River Edge for repair of the leaking pump on Engine #3; and


WHEREAS, the condition constitutes an emergency affecting the health, safety and welfare of the public.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby confirm and acknowledge the receipt of the Certification of Request for Emergency Purchases for this emergency.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-468 Authorize Accounts Supervisor to Issue Refund Check – Street Opening for Jennee Construction, Inc.

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received a street opening permit from the following who surrendered $320.00 for a bond; and 

WHEREAS, John Lynch, Superintendent of Public Works has inspected the street where the opening was made, 433 Lafayette Avenue, and has declared it satisfactory; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Trust Other Account in the amount not to exceed $320.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor be authorized to issue a check in the amount of $320.00 to the following.




R.C. Jennee Construction, Inc.




444 Hunter Road




Ridgewood, NJ  07450

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-469 Escheat of Premium Paid on Tax Sale


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge issued a Certificate of Sale for an unpaid municipal lien #2002-1 for Block 113, Lot 7; and


WHEREAS, a premium of $2,100.00 was paid, a condition of the sale at which time a Certificate of Sale #2002-1 was issued on December 18, 2002; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:5-33 states that any premium payment shall be held by the Tax Collector and returned to the purchaser of the fee if and when redemption is made, if redemption is not made within five (5) years from the date of sale, the premium payment shall be turned over to the Treasurer of the municipality and become part of the fund of the municipality; and


WHEREAS, the Tax Collector, Lola Bachok has reported to Alan Negreann, the Borough Administrator that certificate #2001-1 is still open.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-33 the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to make payment from the Trust Other Fund for the tax sale premium of $2,100.00 to the Current Fund.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer shall adjust his records accordingly.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die
********
#08-470 Support of Main Street Stimulus Priorities

WHEREAS, On October 13, at an Economic Forum with House leaders and national economists, it was stated that up to a $300 billion stimulus may be needed and that infrastructure investments and jobs should be included in a stimulus package; and

WHEREAS, Senile Majority Leader Reid has also said he expects the Senate to take up a stimulus bill after the elections; and

WHEREAS, earlier this year, a $168 billion tax rebate stimulus package was passed by the House and Senate and signed into law in February. Hence money went out in the form of tax rebates, but the gasoline costs skyrocketed to an all time high and no doubt many of those payments helped millions to ease the pump pain and reduced their personal and household increased energy costs; and
WHEREAS, the national economic crisis that came to a head in October prompted the White House and Congress 10 provide a $700 billion measure, termed by many and commonly referred to as a Wall Street Bailout; and
WHEREAS, while the $700 Billion measure has helped stabilize the financial and banking system, the citizens and small businesses of our cities, counties and states are concerned about the credit crunch, and loss of jobs in this economic downturn; and
WHEREAS, in response to these developments, the United States Conference of Mayors has developed a Main Street Stimulus package, which was built on the $60 billion package passed by the House and pending in the Senate; and
WHEREAS, the Main Street Stimulus package, which would complement the call of the National League of Cities for a Hometown Economic Stimulus Package, would dedicate $150 billion to help create jobs for unemployed workers and economic activity for businesses in our metro areas, with portions of the funding dedicated to Community Development Block Grants, Infrastructure, Green Jobs- Energy/Environment Block Grants, and Public Safety; and
WHEREAS, it is imperative that, in addition to this, highway funds must be distributed through the Surface Transportation Program to ensure the flexibility of funding will be given directly to our local officials to meet the infrastructure needs in our metro areas; and
WHEREAS, each passing day presents more evidence for the importance of this stimulus;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Executive Board of the New Jersey State League of Municipalities does direct staff to contact New Jersey's Congressional Delegation in support of the Main Street Stimulus package; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that staff inform the entire membership of the League on tin's initiative and encourage their active support.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

*******
#08-471 Acknowledge Receipt of Certification of Request for Emergency Purchases-Shade Tree Commission


WHEREAS, the Shade Tree Commission has certified that an emergency conditions exists in the Borough of River Edge for the rental of a crane for the removal of a tree in the Oak Avenue Ditch adjacent to 237 Van Saun Drive in the Borough right of way behind 200 Mohawk Drive; and


WHEREAS, the condition constitutes an emergency affecting the health, safety and welfare of the public.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby confirm and acknowledge the receipt of the Certification of Request for Emergency Purchases for this emergency.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-472  Authorize Refund of 2008 Taxes Due to N.J. Tax Court Judgment


WHEREAS, a Tax Court Judgment was entered on 11/14/08 and the same was received by the tax office reducing the Assessed Value on Block: 206, Lot: 4 Property Known as 915 Kinderkamack Road. Owner: Stechmann COP for the year 2008; and

WHEREAS, taxes for the year 2008 were paid in full.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to refund the following property owner and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Tax Year

Old Value

New Value

Refund

2008


2,236,600

2,100,000

$3,163.66

Please Make Check Payable to:

Davenport & Associates/Stechmann COP Wisse Branch Admin. etc

Please mail check to:




Davenport & Associates




Attorneys at Law




219 Changebrige Road




Montville, NJ 07045




Attn: Seth I. Davenport
December 29, 2008-Sine Die

********
#08-473 Report Investments Pursuant to the Cash Management Plan


BE IT RESOLVED that the following investments and deposits made pursuant to the Cash Management Plan of the Borough of River Edge are hereby confirmed and accepted by the Governing Body.  


Months of November and December 2008.







   Book
   Earned      Market     Int.

Name of Institution   Amount
   Type  Value       Income
   Value
  Rate

N.J. Cash Management  $46,192.78 CMF   $46,192.78  $46,192.78 $ 46,192.78 1.40

Fund

PNC
                $ 250,000   CD   $ 250,000   $ 3,952.20 $253,952.20 2.74

5/12/08-12/12/08

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-474 Acknowledge Receipt of Certification of Request for Emergency Purchases-Oak Avenue and Van Saun Drive and Eastbrook Drive and Coles Court


WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works has certified that an emergency condition exists in the Borough of River Edge for the repair of a sewer line break at Oak Avenue and Van Saun Drive; and


WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works has certified that an emergency condition exists in the Borough of River Edge for the repair of a crack in the trough for the manhole located on the corner of Eastbrook Drive and Coles Court; and


WHEREAS, the condition constitutes an emergency affecting the health, safety and welfare of the public.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby confirm and acknowledge the receipt of the Certification of Request for Emergency Purchases for this emergency.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-475 Approval to Add Eastbrook Drive, Coles Court and Van Saun Drive to the 2006 Sanitary and Storm Water Sewer Improvement Program


WHEREAS, Bond Ordinance #1533 was adopted by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge on March 20, 2006; and


WHEREAS, Section 4 C. of Ordinance #1533 allows the Mayor and Council by resolution to amend the list on file with the Borough Clerk as to any street to be improved; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has received a memorandum from the Superintendent of Public Works requesting that Eastbrook Drive, Coles Court and Van Saun Drive be included as part of the 2006 Sanitary and Storm Water Sewer Program and therefore be allowed to be charged to the #1533 Bond Authorization.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge does hereby approve the inclusion of Eastbrook Drive, Coles Court and Van Saun Drive as part of the 2006 Sanitary and Storm Water Sewer Program.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die
********
#08-476  Appropriating Debt Service Requirements


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-19 provides authority for appropriating in a temporary resolution the permanent debt service requirements for the coming year providing that such resolution is not made earlier than December 20th of the year preceding the beginning of the fiscal year; and


WHEREAS, the date of this resolution is subsequent to December 20, 2008; and


WHEREAS, principal and interest will be due on various dates from January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009 inclusive of sundry bonds issued and outstanding.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following appropriations be made to cover the period from January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009.




DEBT SERVICE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

    

Payment of Bonds

45-9202
$750,000.00



Interest on Bonds

45-9302
$325,000.00

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-477  Establish Accounts Payable

WHEREAS, there exists various encumbrances on the books of the Current Fund for the year 2008; and

WHEREAS, these outstanding orders will lapse from the appropriation reserves unless established by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge as an accounts payable; and

WHEREAS, the various purchase orders and contracts creating these accounts payable have been investigated by the Chief Financial Officer and it has been determined that these should be established.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following accounts payable in the below listed amounts be and are hereby established on the balance sheet of the Borough of River Edge Current Fund.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to adjust his records accordingly.

P.O. #
Vendor



Amount
     Description

17724

Capital Alternatives

$15,000.00
2007 Grant Consultants

17769

Dell Computer Corporation
$   155.22
Service Contract

17833

Delford Flowers & Gifts

$    13.00
Invoice #04895611

18046

Bank of New York


$ 1,500.00
Admin Fees 1/1/07-                                                             12/31/07

18093

Nick Barter



$    55.00
Domain Name

18106

S. Vince D’Amore


$   292.00
Archit. Svs. FD Co.2/DPW

18149

Hawk Reliable, Inc.

$    88.00
Svc Call-Replace Control                                                        Panel

18155

Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC
$ 8,594.67
Labor Attorney 2007

18156

Beitin Associates


$ 4,900.00
Emergency Generator-Eng.                                                        Svcs

18200

Lincoln National Insurance
$14,280.00
LOSAP Ambulance 2007

18201

Lincoln National Insurance
$12,240.00
2007 LOSAP Fire                                                                Department

18214

Robert M. Glasson


$ 1,365.00
PBA/SOA Arbitration

18278

David Brian Hammel

$ 2,720.00
Severance 2007

19224

Robert Costa


$ 2,500.00
Design Bids-Safe Rts to                                                                School

19243

PSE&G




$ 2,480.89
Decorative Lighting

19280

PSE&G




$ 4,000.00
Decorative Lighting

19309

Robert Costa


$ 2,000.00
Speed Limit-Kinderkamack

19310

Robert Costa


$ 2,500.00
Wayne Ave. Pump St.-                                                           Design/Insp

19418

A. Nelessen Associates

$ 1,547.75
Redevelopment 1407/2,3,4                                                        & 5

19480

Institute for


$11,025.00
Psycho. Assess/ Police                                                         Dept.

19482

A. Nelessen Associates

$19,640.00
Planning Svcs/1407/2,3,4                                                        & 5

19485

Remm Construction Co., Inc.
$29,484.00
Restoration DPW Building

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-478 Authorize Cancellation of Tax Appeal Pending


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has established an account within its Current Fund entitles “Reserve for Tax Appeals Pending”; and


WHEREAS, this was established to pay for any settlement and cost pertaining to the following State Tax Court appeals:



Block

Lot

203 4

203 3

409 1

1408 4

WHEREAS, these appeals have been settled, dismissed or withdrawn.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the unexpended balance of $6,149.32

for the above block and lots be cancelled to the Operations Account of the Current Fund.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-479 Correction of Resolution to Authorize Cancellation of Accounts Payable


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge adopted resolution #08-436 on December 1, 2008; and


WHEREAS, two amounts of outstanding accounts payable were incorrectly stated.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that accounts payable listed as:

P.O. #
Vendor


Amount        Description
16219

Richard Mehrman

$1,582.50
  Stormwater Ordinance/Plan

7748

Mason-Helmstetter

$3,199.50
  Approval & Tax Appeal                                                            Research


Be corrected to:
P.O. #
Vendor


Amount        Description
16219

Richard Mehrman

$1,322.50
  Stormwater Ordinance/Plan

7748

Mason-Helmstetter

$5,000.00
  Approval & Tax Appeal                                                            Research


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is instructed to adjust his records accordingly.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-480  Authorize the Release of a Performance Bond for Paul Nigito, 930 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, Williams Estates, 710 Center Avenue, Block 411, Lots 6 & 7 


WHEREAS, in accordance with a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough the Developer was required to provide a Performance Bond in the amount of $416,880.00 to secure performance of all conditions of the Planning Board’s Site Plan Approval; and


WHEREAS, the Consulting Engineer has certified that the Developer has fully performed the project in accordance with the Planning Board and has recommended release of the Performance Bond.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the above referenced Performance Bond be and hereby released and the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to release the cash portion of the Performance Bond in the amount of $46,320.00 to Thomas Barrett, Esq., 912 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, NJ  07661.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-481 Transfer of Funds

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 49:4-59 permits the transfer of appropriations during the last two months of the fiscal year from accounts showing unexpended balances to accounts in which commitments may exceed the original budgeted appropriations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following transfers be authorized:

FROM: Public Works Repair S/W

26-2901-011

$ 1,000.00

  TO: Recycling S/W


26-3051-011

$ 1,000.00

FROM: Petroleum Products O/E

31-4472-169

$ 5,000.00

  TO: Public Repair Maint. O/E
26-2902-030

$ 5,000.00

FROM: Police Dept. S/W


25-2401-011

$10,000.00

  TO: Public Repair Maint. O/E
26-2902-178

$10,000.00

FROM: Petroleum Products O/E

31-4472-168

$ 5,000.00

  TO: Building & Grounds O/E

26-3102-029

$ 5,000.00

FROM: Financial Admin. O/E

20-1302-028

$ 1,000.00

  TO: Recycling Program O/E

26-3052-189

$ 1,000.00

FROM: Municipal Court S/W

43-4901-011

$ 3,000.00

  TO: Construction S/W


22-1951-011

$ 3,000.00

FROM: Planning Board S/W

21-1801-011

$    50.00

  TO: Recycling S/W


26-3051-011

$    50.00

FROM: Police Department S/W

25-2401-011 
$15,000.00

  TO:  Animal Welfare O/E

27-3402-100

$15,000.00

FROM: Planning Board S/W

21-1801-011

$    50.00

  TO: Admin. of Social Svcs S/W
27-3451-011

$    50.00

FROM: Police Dept. S/W


25-2401-011

$15,000.00

FROM: Public Works Repair S/W

26-2901-011

$12,000.00

  TO: Engineering Services O/E
20-1652-100

$27,000.00

FROM: Financial Admin. S/W

20-1301-011

$ 1,000.00

FROM: Municipal Clerk S/W

20-1201-011

$ 5,000.00

  TO: Buildings & Grounds O/E

26-3102-167

$ 6,000.00

FROM: Public Works Repair S/W

26-2901-011

$14,000.00

FROM: Other Code Enf. S/W

22-2001-011

$ 1,000.00

FROM: Municipal Clerk S/W

20-1201-011

$ 1,500.00

  TO: Legal Services O/E

20-1552-028

$16,500.00

FROM: Public Health Svcs O/E

27-3302-028

$   500.00

FROM: Uniform Fire Safety S/W

25-2651-011

$ 2,000.00

  TO: Garbage & Trash-Apts. O/E
26-3053-100

$ 2,500.00

FROM: Financial Admin. O/E

20-1302-036

$     1.00

  TO: Legal Services S/W

20-1551-011

$     1.00

FROM: Public Works Repair S/W

26-2901-011

$   525.00

  TO: Recycling S/W


26-3051-011

$   525.00

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-482 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services for the 2009 Road Resurfacing Design and Inspection 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services for the 2009 Road Resurfacing Design and Inspection; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $10,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-483 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services for the Ramp Program in River Edge, Design and Inspect
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services for the Ramp Program in River Edge, Design and Inspect; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $3,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.    The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2.    The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination o

      Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3.    The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional          Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts       Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice       a recognized profession.

4.    That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-484 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services for the Howland Avenue Curb and Sidewalk Reconstruction Project, Design and Inspect
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services for the Howland Avenue Curb and Sidewalk Reconstruction Project, Design and Inspect; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $15,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.    The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the         attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South       River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2.    The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of         Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3.    The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional          Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts       Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice       a recognized profession.

4.    That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for          publication.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-485 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services for the Kinderkamack Road Streetscape Phase II & Phase III, Design and Inspect
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services for the Kinderkamack Road Streetscape Phase II & Phase III, Design and Inspect; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $17,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.    The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the         attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South       River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2.    The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3.    The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional          Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts       Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice       a recognized profession.

4.    That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for          publication.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-486 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services to Design and Inspect Outfall Locations
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services to Design and Inspect Outfall Locations; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $8,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.    The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the         attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South       River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2.    The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of         Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3.    The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional          Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts       Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice       a recognized profession.

4.    That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for          publication.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-487 Cancel Unexpended Appropriations

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has on its books and records unexpended appropriations; and


WHREAS, it is anticipated that the following unexpended balances of the Current Fund of the 2008 Budget will not be required.

8. General Appropriations

(A) Operations – Within “CAPS”




Revenue Administration





Salaries & Wages (20-1451-011)

$1,000.00




Economic Development





Other Expenses (20-1742-100)


$  100.00




Historical Sites Office





Other Expenses (20-1752-187)


$  200.00




Planning Board





Salaries & Wages (21-1801-011)

$  200.00




Other Code Enforcement





Salaries & Wages (22-2001-011)

$2,000.00




Other Code Enforcement





Other Expenses (22-2002-100)


$  300.00




Fire





Salaries & Wages (25-2551-011)

$  500.00

(A)   Operations – Excluded from “CAPS”

Maintenance of Free Public Library




Electricity
      (31-4302-174)


$1,000.00





Water
      (31-4453-177) 


$1,500.00

Maintenance of Free Public Library


Salaries & Wages (29-3901-011)
    
$2,000.00




NJPDES Stormwater Permit





Municipal Clerk





Other Expenses (20-5104-100)


$  450.00




General Administration





Other Expenses (20-5102-100)


$   50.00




Legal Services





Other Expenses (20-5105-100)


$1,000.00




Public Information





Other Expenses (20-5106-100)


$2,000.00




Engineering





Other Expenses (20-5109-100)


$2,000.00




Police Communications





Other Expenses (25-2502-100)


$2,700.00


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the aforementioned unexpended balances be and are hereby ordered cancelled.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust his records accordingly.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
#08-488 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on January 20, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the January 20, 2009 meeting discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference
09-1/20-1

Personnel – Hiring of a Police 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




  Officer

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3.  This resolution shall take effect immediately.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-488 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-489.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.
#08-489  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$325,464.29

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$  4,713.99   

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$     50.63

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$  3,997.50

ANIMAL WELFARE





$      1.20           

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$  4,069.71        

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$    175.50        

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.

December 29, 2008 – Sine Die

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Felice-thanked everyone for their friendship and camaraderie that was provided to him over the last four years and stated that it has been an honor to serve the residents of River Edge. He further stated that its no secret why River Edge works the way it does and thanked Alan, Bill, Denise and Judy for their hard work.  Councilman Felice also wished John Cannon and Mary Anne Rush the best of luck in the future.

Councilman Lau-thanked everyone that he’s worked with throughout his term and wished the new council members good luck.  He further stated that he has really enjoyed his time serving on the council and is confident that the new council will always do what’s best for the residents of our town.

Councilman Smith-again thanked Alan and the staff for getting resolutions on this meeting that will benefit us in 2009.  Councilman Smith commended Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice for their dedication over the past several years and for taking time away from their families to work towards the betterment of River Edge. He wished them both the best in the future and also wished everyone a happy, healthy and successful 2009.  He also thanked Alan and the Borough staff for all of their help and cooperation and thanked Ashley Kindergan, the reporter from the Record for always writing with accuracy.
Mayor Watkins-stated that she will miss John and Chris very much and hopes that they will continue to serve the community in some capacity.  She wished them well and stated that she appreciates all that they have done for her and the community.  The Mayor thanked and expressed her appreciation to Alan for the tireless hours that he puts in all week and on the weekends.  She also thanked Denise, Judy and Bill for all their help and hard work.  The Mayor wished everyone a blessed and healthy New Year.
ADJOURNMENT – 5:15 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Lau to adjourn the meeting at 5:15 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau and Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher were absent.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

