                                M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, December 7, 2009
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers in the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Higgins to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 19, 2008 to THE RECORD and THE RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session meeting of November 16, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker abstained.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council regular meeting of November 16, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session meeting of November 23, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher, voted yes.

Approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of November 25, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher abstained.
PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – NONE
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the appointment of Christopher Gratzel, 126 Poplar Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the appointment of Marissa A. Hone, 377 Windsor Road to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department Company #1, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the appointment of Joseph E. Bragg, 15 Mount Vernon Street, Ridgefield Park, New Jersey, as a Temporary Dispatcher in the Police Department at an hourly rate of $17.89, with a six-month probationary period, effective December 8, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
State of New Jersey, DEP – 11/13/09





Re: 91 Wayne Avenue, Underground Storage Tank


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 11/13/09





Re:   Ordinances Passed

Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 11/18/09





Re:  Meeting - November 18, 2009

Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 11/20/09





Re:  Oradell Petition-Cost Apportionment 


Letter
-
Cablevision – 11/20/09





Re:  Launch of Fox Business News & HD


Notice
-
PSE&G – 11/24/09





Re:  Proposed Rate Changes


Letter
-
Cablevision – 12/1/09





Re:  Tariffs


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 12/1/09





Re:  Acknowledgement of Shared Services


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 12/1/09





Re:  Meeting – December 2, 2009


Letter
-
Sue Scavone – Millennium Strategies – 12/1/09





Re: Monthly Activity Report


Letter
-
Bob Byrnes, Construction Official – 12/2/09





Re:  Mel Streeter

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Environmental Protection 
– 
November 2009 - No Quorum


Zoning Board of Adjustment
- 
October 14, 2009

Beautification Committee
-
November 12, 2009

Planning Board


-
September 2009


Planning Board


-
October 2009

Police Department


-
October 2009

Library Board


-
November 2009

Code Enforcement


-
October & November 2009

Building Department

-
November 2009


ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading

By:




2nd:



RC:

ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of ordinance #1680 as follows:

Ordinance #1680 - BOND ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 5 OF THE BOND ORDINANCE #1656 AS AMENDED BY #1672 ENTITLED “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,611,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS”.


Ordinance #1680 was introduced by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith at the November 16, 2009 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1680
BOND ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 5 OF THE BOND ORDINANCE #1656 AS AMENDED BY #1672 ENTITLED “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,611,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS”.



BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:


Section 1.  Section 5 of Ordinance #1656 entitled:

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,611,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS”.

adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the “Borough”) on June 26, 2009 (the “Prior Ordinance”) is hereby amended to increase the amount of statutorily permitted expenses included in the cost of the purposes authorized in the ordinance from $79,100.00 to $95,100.00 and shall hereafter read as follows:



“Section 5.  The cost of such purposes, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate amount of $95,100.00 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purposes, including architect’s fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.”



Section 2.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.



Section 3.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof after final passage.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:
Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk
Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1680

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1680

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1680

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt ordinance #1680.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-429 through #09-435, resolution #09-437 through #09-439, resolution #09-441 through #09-443 and resolution #09-446 through #09-454.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-429 Authorize the Release of a Performance Bond for Joseph M. Sanzari Inc., 90 West Franklin Street, Hackensack, N.J. 07601 for the 2009 Riverside Cooperative Road Improvement Program in River Edge


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received a Performance Bond from Joseph M. Sanzari Inc., 90 West Franklin Street, Hackensack, N.J. 07601 on June 22, 2009        for the 2009 Riverside Cooperative Road Improvement Program in River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the amount of the Performance Bond was $1,914,766.44; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has certified that the final inspection has been made and approval is given with regard to the 2009 Riverside Cooperative Road 

Improvement; and


WHEREAS, a Maintenance Bond in the amount of $55,010.58 has been received by the Borough Clerk; and


WHEREAS, a work session was held before the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge on December 7, 2009 at which time a review of the project took place.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Performance Bond for the Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc. be released in the amount of $1,914,766.44.

December 7, 2009

********
#09-430 Authorize Refund of Construction Permit


WHEREAS, Matthew Markman, 172 Manning Avenue, was issued construction permit #09-069 in the amount of $1,125.00; and


WHEREAS, the job was cancelled at said residence; and


WHEREAS, State fees of $36.00 are non-refundable.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a check in the amount of $1,089.00 to Matthew Markman, 172 Manning Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey 07661.

December 7, 2009

********
#09-431 Authorize Cancellation of Accounts Payable
WHEREAS, there exists various accounts payable on the books of the Current Fund; and

WHEREAS, the various purchase orders and contracts creating these accounts payable have been investigated and it has been determined that these should be cancelled.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following accounts payable in the following amounts are hereby cancelled.

P.O. #
Vendor


  Amount

Description

17724

Capital Alternatives
  $ 5,000.00
2007 Grant Consultants

16423

Capital Alternatives
  $15,000.00
2006 Grant Consultants

15104

Capital Alternatives
  $28,000.00
2005 Grant Consultants

12733

Comprehensive Tech Group  $ 2,975.00
2004 Internet/Web Svcs.

13144

William Ward Esq.

  $   392.36
2004 Condemnation Svcs.

16733

Bergen County

  $    50.00
2007 Awards Luncheon

16768

Bond Parade Floats
  $ 1,000.00
2006 July 4th
18046

Bank of New York

  $ 1,500.00
2007 Administrative Fees

18214

Robert Glasson

  $   990.00
2008 PBA/SOA Arbitration

16679

Robert Costa

  $ 1,073.50
2007 Design Drainage










   Public Safety Bldg.

13590

Robert Costa

  $   493.75
2004 Topo Study Memorial Pk.

16218

Robert Costa

  $   978.85
2006 Stormwater Ordinance &










   Plan

December 7, 2009

********
#09-432 Resolution to Refund Developer Escrow Money for Newman Kahn Realty, 782 – 788 Kinderkamack Road, Block 409, Lot 49 & 50        


WHEREAS, the following application(s) have been made to the Planning or Zoning Board for plan approval and they will not be completed or have since received such approval; and


WHEREAS, all professionals have been paid.


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to refund $3,239.25 to Newman Kahn Realty, 150 River Road, Building O, Suite 2B, Montville, New Jersey 07045.
December 7, 2009

********
#09-433 Creation of Municipal Certified Recycling Coordinator Position


WHEREAS, Section 2, Subject 2 of the Borough of River Edge Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual indicates that the Mayor and Council shall formally create any new position in the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the Recycling Enhancement Act, P.L. 2007, Chapter 31, Section C. 13:1E-99.16(6) requires that each municipality in the state designate one or more persons as the Municipal Certified Recycling Coordinator; and


WHEREAS, the Personnel Sub-Committee of the Mayor and Council have recommended the creation of the position of Municipal Certified Recycling Coordinator and have discussed this matter with the Mayor and Council at a Work Session on November 16, 2009; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the position shall be in accordance with the job description on file with the Borough Clerk.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Administrator is authorized to make a recommendation as to the hiring for this position.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the compensation for this position shall be in accordance with the ordinance of the Borough of River Edge.

December 7, 2009

********
#09-434  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the December 7, 2009   meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
09-12/7-2

Personnel – Hiring of Temporary   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




     Police Dispatcher


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

 December 7, 2009

********

#09-435 Support of the New Jersey Legislative Bill A-3299


WHEREAS, Assembly Bill #3299 provides for the increase from $15,000.00 to $30,000.00 annual compensation in PERS covered employment a retiree may earn      without re-enrollment; and


WHEREAS, Assembly Bill #3299 will allow the Borough of River Edge to hire public employees at a cost effective rate of pay and receive service from individuals who have proven their competency and have a wealth of experience; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have discussed Assembly Bill #3299 at the work session of 11/20/09 and find it is in the best interest of the Borough of River Edge to support this legislation.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of River Edge supports the passage of the New Jersey Legislative Bill A3299.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is instructed to send a copy of this resolution to its State Legislative Representatives, the League of Municipalities and the Governor of the State of New Jersey.

December 7, 2009
********

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve resolution #09-436.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher voted no.

#09-436 Change Order #1 Approval and Amendatory Contract to Trino Associates, LLC for the Kinderkamack Road Regional Revitalization (Phase 1B) Federal Project Number STP-8443(107)

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on August 3, 2009 to Trino Associates, LLC via resolution #09-316 in the amount of $197,516.35; and


WHEREAS, Change Order #1 reflects an addition to the contract of $2,800.00 to excavate and remove catch basin base, remove and rebuild 8” inlet with concrete wall and foundation, new frame and grade, re-grade and restore areas where needed and an addition of $5,500.00 to install 300 LF of 6” solid schedule 40 PVC drain pipe from station 110+60 to 113+60, pickup drain from rear of retaining wall and pipe to B inlet at Lincoln Avenue as per the County of Bergen for a total increased amount not to exceed $8,300.00; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney and the Borough Engineer have reviewed the above change; and

WHEREAS, The Chief Financial Office has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1507-200 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $8,300.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Trino Associates, LLC, 354 Verona Way, Paramus, New Jersey 07652 for Change Order #1.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are authorized to execute said contact and Change Order #1.

December 7, 2009

********
#09-437  Grant Raffle License to HSA St. Peter Academy


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an On Premise Prize Raffle to be issued to HSA St. Peter Academy, 431 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #617, I.D. 423-5-31194 to take place at 431 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey on February 21, 2010 from 8:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

December 7, 2009

********
#09-438 Authorize Refund to Beaugard Funeral Home for Overpayment of Burial Permits for 2009


WHEREAS, the River Edge Health Department collects a fee of $5.00 for a burial permit; and

WHEREAS, Beaugard Funeral Home has overpaid on seven (7) burial permits for 2009; and


WHEREAS, the overpayment for each burial permit is $5.00; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Office has certified that funds are available from the Current Fund #01-1920-55-000 in the amount not to exceed $35.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $35.00 to Beaugard Funeral Home, 869 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, New Jersey
December 7, 2009

********
#09-439 Transfer of Funds


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 49:4-59 permits the transfer of appropriations during the last two months of the fiscal year from accounts showing unexpended balances to accounts in which commitments may exceed the original budgeted appropriations.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following transfers be authorized:

FROM:  Petroleum Products


31-4472-166

$   900.00

  TO:  Fire Hydrant Services O/E

31-4452-100

$   900.00

FROM:
 Petroleum Products O/E


31-4472-166

$ 4,000.00

  TO:  Garbage & Trash Removal O/E

26-3050-100

$ 4,000.00

FROM:  Municipal Clerk S/W


20-1201-011

$ 8,000.00

FROM:  Petroleum Products


31-4472-168

$ 5,000.00

  TO:  Social Security O/E


36-4722-100

$13,000.00

FROM:  Electric & Natural Gas O/E

31-4482-125

$10,000.00

  TO:  Public Repair Maintenance O/E
26-2902-178

$10,000.00

FROM:  Electric & Natural Gas O/E

31-4482-125

$10,000.00

  TO:  Vehicle Maintenance O/E

26-3152-173

$10,000.00
December 7, 2009

********
Councilman Smith-stated that he feels that this resolution is very important because it is the first step in moving forward with the redevelopment area down at the New Jersey Transit station.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve resolution #09-440.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-440 Enter Into an Agreement for a Memorandum of Understanding with New Jersey Transit with Regard to Redevelopment of Block 1411, Lots 1.01 and 1.02, Block 1412, Lots 1, 2 and 3 all Located on Grand Avenue


WHEREAS, on March 7, 2005 the Mayor and Council adopted resolution #05-123 designating Block 1411, Lots 1.01 and 1.02 and Block 1412, Lots 1, 2 and 3 (“Subject Property”) as an area in need of redevelopment under the New Jersey Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge is of the opinion that it is the best interest of the Borough to enter into this Memorandum of Understanding to detail the parameters and frame work for a successor agreement with New Jersey Transit to provide for redevelopment of Block 1411, Lots 1.01 and 1.02, Block 1412, Lots 1, 2 and 3; and


WHEREAS, the Memorandum of Understanding was reviewed by the Redevelopment Attorney and discussed with the Mayor and Council at the work sessions of September 28, 2009 and October 5, 2009.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to enter into the Memorandum of Understanding with New Jersey Transit. 
December 7, 2009

********
#09-441 Amend 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a grant for a Reserve for Senior Van Driver Grant Unappropriated in the amount of $15,000.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Bergen County Community Development Block Grant


Senior Van Driver




$15,000.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $15,000.00 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues

Senior Van Driver


$15,000.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services and that the filing of the N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 form filed by the Clerk and Chief Financial Officer is hereby amended for this resolution and ratified as of September 8, 2009.

December 7, 2009

********
#09-442 Amend 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a grant for a Reserve for Senior Van Dispatcher Grant Unappropriated in the amount of $5,000.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

4. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Bergen County Community Development Block Grant


Senior Van Dispatcher




$5,000.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $5,000.00 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(B) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues

Senior Van Dispatcher


$5,000.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services and that the filing of the N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 form filed by the Clerk and Chief Financial Officer is hereby amended for this resolution and ratified as of September 8, 2009.

December 7, 2009

********
#09-443 Amend 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a donation for Postmaster Robert Seuss in the Recreation Department, in the amount of $585.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

5. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F


Donation Postmaster Robert Seuss………………………………
$585.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $585.00 and the same

is hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(C) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues

 
 
Donation Postmaster Robert Seuss…………………………………
$585.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

December 7, 2009

********

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-444.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher recused herself.

#09-444 Resolution to Provide for the Indemnification and Defense of Actions Against Councilwoman Esther Fletcher


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 59:1-1 et seq, the New Jersey Tort Claims Act, limits the liability of public bodies and extends immunity from liability to public employees and officials acting within the scope of their employment; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 59:10-4, local public entities are empowered to indemnify their employees consistent with the Act, including exemplary or punitive damages resulting from the civil violation of State or Federal law, if, in the opinion of the Governing Body the acts committee did not constitute actual fraud, actual malice, willful misconduct or intentional wrong; and


WHEREAS, a law suit has been filed with the Superior Court of New Jersey Law Division: Bergen County, Docket Number: BER-L-8769-09 entitled Sergeant William Haggis vs. River Edge Councilwoman Esther Fletcher; and


WHEREAS, a request has been received from Councilwoman Esther Fletcher by the Borough to provide indemnification and a defense of the actions resulting from the law suit of Sergeant William Haggis vs. River Edge Councilwoman Esther Fletcher; and

WHEREAS, Councilwoman Esther Fletcher is a Council member of the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge and as such qualifies under the definition of municipal official under the Code of the Borough of River Edge, Chapter 21, Defense and Indemnification; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this request at a work session on December 7, 2009.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall provide for the indemnification and payment of claims and incidental expenses thereto, not covered by any liability insurance policy, filed against Councilwoman Esther Fletcher or any act or omission arising out of and in the course of the performance of the duties of her office, position or employment.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such indemnification shall extend to exemplary or punitive damages resulting from the civil violation of State or Federal law if, in the opinion of the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge, the acts committed upon which the damages are based did not constitute actual fraud, actual malice, willful misconduct or an intentional wrong.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such indemnification and payment of claims shall be to the extent permitted N.J.S.A. 59:1-1 et seq.
December 7, 2009

*******

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve resolution #09-445.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush recused herself.

#09-445  Resolution to Provide for the Indemnification and Defense of Actions Against Councilwoman Mary Anne Rush


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 59:1-1 et seq, the New Jersey Tort Claims Act, limits the liability of public bodies and extends immunity from liability to public employees and officials acting within the scope of their employment; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 59:10-4, local public entities are empowered to indemnify their employees consistent with the Act, including exemplary or punitive damages resulting from the civil violation of State or Federal law, if, in the opinion of the Governing Body the acts committee did not constitute actual fraud, actual malice, willful misconduct or intentional wrong; and


WHEREAS, a law suit has been filed with the Superior Court of New Jersey Law Division: Bergen County, Docket Number: BER-L-8769-09 entitled Sergeant William Haggis vs. River Edge Councilwoman Mary Anne Rush; and


WHEREAS, a request has been received from Councilwoman Mary Anne Rush by the Borough to provide indemnification and a defense of the actions resulting from the law suit of Sergeant William Haggis vs. River Edge Councilwoman Mary Anne Rush; and


WHEREAS, Councilwoman Mary Anne Rush is a Council member of the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge and as such qualifies under the definition of municipal official under the Code of the Borough of River Edge, Chapter 21, Defense and Indemnification; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this request at a work session on December 7, 2009.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall provide for the indemnification and payment of claims and incidental expenses thereto, not covered by any liability insurance policy, filed against Councilwoman Mary Anne Rush or any act or omission arising out of and in the course of the performance of the duties of her office, position or employment.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such indemnification shall extend to exemplary or punitive damages resulting from the civil violation of State or Federal law if, in the opinion of the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge, the acts committed upon which the damages are based did not constitute actual fraud, actual malice, willful misconduct or an intentional wrong.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such indemnification and payment of claims shall be to the extent permitted N.J.S.A. 59:1-1 et seq.
December 7, 2009

********
#09-446 Authorize Clerk to Go Out for Bid


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge desires to go out for bid for the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s (NJDOT) Fiscal Year 2010 Municipal Aid Program for Howland Avenue, Section 4; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer/Consulting Architect have submitted plans and specifications for the project entitled Howland Avenue, Section 4 to the Mayor and Council; and


WHEREAS, these plans and specifications have been reviewed by the Borough Engineer at a work session held on December 7, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge desire to memorialize their approval for the plans and specifications and the design elements contained therein for the project entitled Howland Avenue, Section 4.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED that the plans and specifications for the project entitled Howland Avenue, Section 4 are hereby accepted and approved by the governing body of the Borough of River Edge.


WHEREAS, this contract will be awarded on a unit price basis and may be considered an "Open Ended Contract" under N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.3


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized to advertise in THE RECORD for the purpose of providing said service.

December 7, 2009
********
#09-447 Amend Agreement with Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 1100 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 for Professional Services as Labor Attorney for the Borough


WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain legal services for the purpose of Labor and Employment Services; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 1100 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 on January 2, 2009 via resolution #09-25 in the amount of $3,000.00, on May 18, 2009 via resolution #09-234 in the amount of $5,000.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for legal services; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on December 7, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-168 of the Current Fund in an amount not to exceed $2,000.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor an Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an amended agreement with Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 1100 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877.

2. The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

December 7, 2009

********
#09-448 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on December 21, 2009 and December 28, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the December 21, 2009 and December 28, 2009 meeting at 7:00 p.m. and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference

09-12/21-1

Personnel-Non Contractual 




 Salaries and Wages


N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)               

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

December 7, 2009

********
#09-449  Amend Agreement with Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey for Professional Services for Expert Legal Services

WHEREAS, there exists a need for Expert Legal Services for tax appeal representation; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. via resolution #09-81 dated February 17, 2009 in the amount of $10,000.00 and amended via resolution #09-258 on June 15, 2009 in the amount of $11,000.00 and amended via resolution #09-380 in the amount of $5,000.00 on October 5, 2009; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Expert Legal Services for tax appeal representation; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on December 7, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-174 of the Current Fund an amount not to exceed $2,000.00.


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601.

2. The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

December 7, 2009

********

#09-450  Grant Raffle License to HSA St.Peter Academy


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an Off Premise  Calendar Raffle to be issued to the HSA St. Peter Academy, 431 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #618, I.D. 423-5-31194 to take place at 431 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey from February 22, 2010 through March 26, 2010 at 12:00 noon.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

December 7, 2009

********

#09-451 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate Tax Payment


WHEREAS, a duplicate 4th quarter 2009 payment was received on 59 Gates Avenue from Mak and Law Associates, LLC; and


WHEREAS, the tax office has received a written request to refund the overpaid amount to Mak and Law Associates, LLC.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot


Name/Address



Refund Amount
208/8



Pappageorge, Diane


$2,353.86





59 Gates Avenue

Make check payable to:

Mak and Law Associates, LLC and Shoji Hiura

35 Plaza Professional Center

E. 81 Route 4 West, Suite 404

Paramus, NJ  07652

December 7, 2009

********
#09-452 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate Tax Payment


WHEREAS, a duplicate 4th quarter 2009 payment was received on 781 Seventh Avenue from Matthew Jeon, P.C.; and


WHEREAS, the tax office has received a written request to refund the overpaid amount to Matthew Jeon, P.C.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot


Name/Address



Refund Amount
301/8



Kim Myung J.



$2,734.39





781 Seventh Avenue

Make check payable to:

Matthew Jeon, p.C. and Yong Eo Kim

2400 Lemoine Avenue, Suite 201

Fort Lee, NJ  07024

December 7, 2009
********
#09-453 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate 4th Quarter 2009 Tax Payments


WHEREAS, the tax office has received duplicate tax payments for the 4th quarter 2009 taxes on the following properties; and


WHEREAS, a written request was received from the homeowner/mortgage company to refund the overpaid amount directly to the homeowner.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue refund checks in the following amounts and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot


Name/Address



Refund Amount
204/21


Hacker, Scott & 



$3,647.70





Karen Negris Hacker





868 Bogert Road





River Edge, NJ  07661

405/17


Incitti, Rosa M.



$  250.00





128 Continental Avenue





River Edge, NJ  07661

409/35/C0034

Wang, Rensheng



$  612.94





34 Jordan Drive





River Edge, NJ  07661

705/11


Ryan, Gerard & Kathryn


$1,214.90





207 Concord Drive





River Edge, NJ  07661

December 7, 2009

********
#09-454 Resolution to Allow and Refund 2009 Senior Citizen/Widow of a Veteran Deduction


WHEREAS, Mrs. Anne Ottaiano owner of 209 Howland Avenue has applied for a Senior Citizen deduction and was approved by the Assessor for the year 2009; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Leona Alberti owner of 175 Valley Road has applied for a Widow of a Veteran deduction and was approved by the Assessor for the year 2009; and


WHEREAS, both deductions are not reflected in the 2009 Tax Duplicate.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to refund the property owners for the allowed deductions and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot



Name & Address


Amount

1209/27



Anne Ottaiano


$250.00






209 Howland Avenue

1101/17



Leona Alberti


$250.00






175 Valley Road

December 7, 2009

********

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-455.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher voted no.

#09-455 Change Order #2 Approval and Amendatory Contract to Trino Associates, LLC for the Kinderkamack Road Regional Revitalization (Phase 1B) Federal Project Number STP-8443(107)

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on August 3, 2009 to Trino Associates, LLC via resolution #09-316 in the amount of $197,516.35 and amended via resolution #09-436 in the amount of $8,300.00 dated December 7, 2009; and


WHEREAS, Change Order #2 reflects an addition to the contract to plant 5 Newport Flowering Plumb Trees in the amount of $1,875.00, plant 5 Aristocrat Pear Trees in the amount of $1,875.00 and cut and dispose of 5 ground level trees at 865 The Terrace in the amount of $2,700.00 for a total increased amount not to exceed $6,450.00; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney and the Borough Engineer have reviewed the above change; and

WHEREAS, The Chief Financial Office has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1507-200 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $6,450.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Trino Associates, LLC, 354 Verona Way, Paramus, New Jersey 07652 for Change Order #2.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are authorized to execute said contact and Change Order #2.

December 7, 2009

********

Councilwoman Rush read resolution #09-456 into the record.

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-456.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.
#09-456  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$669,952.62

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$ 63,274.08
TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$    275.00

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$ 31,257.00   

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$  7,164.27       

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.
December 7, 2009

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Cannon to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Sheridan Ogden-70 Lakeview Street-thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing them to post the banner for the Turkey Drive in Memorial Park and for supporting them in a worthwhile cause.  He informed everyone that they collected over 500 turkeys and thanked Peggy White who he called a “foot soldier” for her many years of hard work and dedication to the Turkey Drive.
Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-in turn thanked Sheridan Ogden for his hard work in making the turkey drive a success.  Peggy thanked the Beautification Commission for their beautiful displays outside Borough buildings.  She also commented on the construction project at Yeshiva and was surprised that they didn’t have to notify residents within 200 feet because none of the surrounding residents knew that they were going to build again.

Mayor Watkins - stated that she thought the plans had been approved several years ago and was not sure why residents were not notified.

Bill Lindsley-stated that no one is exempt from sending out notices.

Terry Brielmeier-749 Center-stated that she is a senior citizen and asked what the qualifications are to get a senior discount on your taxes.

Alan Negreann-explained that if a resident meets the State’s age and income requirement they are allowed a $250.00 discount on their property taxes.

Sheli Dansky-797 Sixth Avenue- stated that our school acts as an agent for the special education students and receive a grant for River Edge students, but if there are out of state children we have to pay for them and do not get reimbursed.  
Peggy White-asked if we have any children that go to other schools in another state.

Sheli Dansky-we don’t get that money but where ever they are attending, that district pays. 

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Smith-informed everyone that all of the wooden decorations that are outside the Borough buildings are done by members of the Beautification Committee and Michele Cariddi hand painted many of them.  Councilman Smith stated that he has been approached by several residents asking why the Council didn’t allow the Knights of Columbus the opportunity to purchase the American Legion.  He wants to put on the record that the town had no authority to do that because the building is on private property and owned by private organization.  He continued by saying that in recent years the Legion started talking about selling because they were having trouble supporting the building and approached the town.  He also was under the impression that the Knights of Columbus looked into purchasing it also. Councilman Smith stressed the fact that in no way, at no time did the Mayor and Council demand or force the Legion to sell their building to the Borough.  The Borough was approached by the Legion to purchase it and they saw it as a great opportunity to buy it and use it as a senior center.  Councilman Smith also stated that from the beginning the Legion members have been told that they are always welcome to meet there.
Mayor Watkins-stated that she’s heard those same comments and agreed with Councilman Smiths’ comment that it was the Legion who approached the town first and that the town did not go after them.
Councilwoman Rush-had no comment.

Councilman Higgins-spoke about the re-dedication ceremony of the River Edge Road Train Station and thanked all of the members of the Historic Commission, especially Phyllis Angelo for their hard work in getting the repairs done.  He congratulated the new appointees to the Fire Department and thanked Sheridan Ogden and those involved in the Turkey Drive for their dedication.

Councilwoman Walker-also congratulated Marissa and Christopher on their appointments to the Fire Department.  She announced that they’ve collected approximately 120 coats and thanked Laura Grunwerg at the Library for making posters to publicize the drive which has brought in many coats.  The coat drive will continue over the next few weeks and she asked if anyone has any coats to please drop them off at one of the locations.
Councilman Cannon-also congratulated the new appointees to the Fire Department and also thanked those who volunteered for the Turkey Drive.  Councilman Cannon thanked Esther Fletcher and John Higgins for helping him personally and for devoting their time as Council members for the betterment of the community.
Councilwoman Fletcher-welcomed Christopher to the Fire Department and congratulated Marissa on her move the Company #1 and thanked them both for making an incredible commitment.  Councilwoman Fletcher was pleased to see that resolution #09-440 was passed this evening because it is the first and most important piece of the redevelopment.  She is proud of this Council’s commitment in getting redevelopment done.  Councilwoman Fletcher stated that in the six years that she’s been a council person, she’s only been asked to lead the salute to the flag once and asked Mayor Watkins if she could lead the salute at the last meeting.
Mayor Watkins-congratulated Marissa and Christopher on their appointments and thanked everyone for coming this evening.  The Mayor wished a Happy Hanukkah to those who are celebrating and a Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year for those who she won’t be back until January.
ADJOURNMENT – 8:45 P.M.

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

