
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, March 10, 2008
6:45 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:48 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER – FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer at asked Councilman Lau to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT –
Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on March 7, 2008 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and THE RECORD by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of March 3, 2008. 


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS – NONE
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES – NONE
CORRESPONDENCE –


E-mail
-
PSE&G – 3/4/08





Re:  Traffic Safety


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 3/4/08





Re:  Meeting 3/5/08


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 3/4/08





Re: Funds for Various Road Projects


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education - 3/3/08

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Code Enforcement

-
February 2008


Building Department
-
February 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading – 

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1611 as follows:

Ordinance #1611 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION N.J.S.A. 40:4-53


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1611 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1611

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION N.J.S.A. 40:4-53


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53 (Chapter 48, P.L. 1956 as amended by Chapter 144, P.L. 1965 and Chapter 38, P.L. 1969) the sum of $3,100.00 is hereby appropriated for the

A. Preparation of a revision and codification of ordinances.

And shall be deemed a special emergency appropriation as defined and provided for in N.J.S.A. 40A-4-55.


The authorization to finance the appropriation shall be provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of at least one fifth of the amount authorized pursuant to this act (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-55).


This ordinance shall take effect when passed and published as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading - NONE
********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve resolution #08-119 through resolution #08-122.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-119 Transfer of Funds in the Budget Appropriation Reserve


WHEREAS, various 2007 bills have been presented for payment this year, which bills were not covered by a purchase order number and/or recorded at the time of transfer between the 2007 Budget Appropriation Reserve in the last two months of 2007; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A4-59 provides that all unexpended balances carried forward after the close of the year are available, until lapsed at the close incurred during the preceding year, and allow transfers to be made from unexpended balances which are expected to be insufficient during the first three months on the succeeding year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing body of the Borough of River Edge that the transfer in the amount of $5,100.00 be made between the 2007 Budget Appropriation Reserve as follows:

FROM:  Municipal Clerk S/W

20-1201-011

$   50.00

  TO:  Municipal Clerk O/E

20-1202-028

$   50.00

FROM:  Tax Assessment O/E

20-1502-170

$  300.00

  TO:  Garbage & Trash Apts.

26-3053-100

$  300.00

FROM:  Recycling O/E


26-3052-188

$  900.00

  TO:  Building & Grounds O/E

26-3102-166

$  900.00

FROM:  Planning Board S/W

21-1801-011

$  300.00

  TO:  Vehicle Maintenance O/E
26-3152-124

$  300.00

FROM:  Public Repair Maint. O/E
26-2902-028

$  450.00

  TO:  Sewer System O/E


31-4554-139

$  450.00

FROM:  Planning Board O/E

21-1802-028

$  100.00

  TO:  Planning Board S/W

21-1801-011

$  100.00

FROM:  Police Dept. O/E


25-2402-029

$1,200.00

FROM:  Emerg. Manage Svc. O/E

25-2522-176

$  600.00

FROM:  Construction Off. S/W

22-1951-011

$  400.00

FROM:  Other Code Enf. S/W

22-2001-011

$  800.00

  TO:  Public Works Repairs S/W
26-2901-011

$3,000.00

March 10, 2008

********
#08-120 Correction of Temporary Budget


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge passed resolution #08-27 on January 4, 2008 to constitute the Temporary Budget of the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, a correction needs to be made for the line item Insurance-Liability 23-2303 where Other Expenses were listed as $100,000.00; and


WHEREAS, the correct listing should have been Insurance Liability 23-2102, Other Expenses - $100,000.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge does hereby correct the Temporary Budget of the Borough of River Edge by confirming that the listing of Insurance Liability 23-2102 is 100,000.00 dollars.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust his records accordingly.

March 10, 2008

********
#08-121 Correction of Temporary Budget


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge passed resolution #08-27 on January 4, 2008 to constitute the Temporary Budget of the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, a correction needs to be made for the line item Mayor and Council 20-1102-041 where Other Expenses were listed as $5,000.00; and


WHEREAS, the correct listing should have been Mayor and Council 20-1102-041, Other Expenses - $4,703.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge does hereby correct the Temporary Budget of the Borough of River Edge by confirming that the listing of Mayor and Council 20-1102-041 is $4,703.00.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust his records accordingly.

March 10, 2008

********
#08-122  Cancel Unexpended and Dedicated Balances


WHEREAS, certain General Capital Improvement appropriation balances remain dedicated to projects now completed; and


WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended balances may be returned to each respective Capital Improvement Fund or credited to Fund Balance and unused debt authorized may be canceled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that the following unexpended and dedicated balances of General Capital Appropriation be canceled:




    UNFUNDED

CAPITAL
    CAPITAL

ORDINANCE 

DEFERRED CHARGES
   FUND BALANCE
IMPROVEMENT FUND 










1329 $  230.00

1422 $1,002.50

1492 $1,509.44

1288 $21,861.58

1336 $ 7,710.87

1460





$   914.00

1462





$ 3,084.99

1532





$ 6,458.12

1561





$ 5,013.94

1562





$   756.95
1404





$ 4,195.07


March 10, 2008

********


Councilman Smith read resolution #08-123 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-123.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-123 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$17,541.64
CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$13,832.00     

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT 




$   800.00     

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$ 3,202.50

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$ 1,721.83  

March 10, 2008

********

Alan Negreann-asked to have resolution #08-124 amended to read that the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from the Smart Growth Grant and the balance remaining from Account #01-20-2010-1652-173 of the Current Fund.
Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-124 as amended.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-124 Amend Agreement with A. Nelessen Associates, 49 River Road, Bellemeade, New Jersey 08502 for Professional Planner Services for the Redevelopment of an Area Including Parcels Identified as Block 1411, Lots 1.01 and 1.02, Block 1412, Lot 1, Block 1412, Lot 2, Block 1412, Lot 3

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain expert Professional Planning Services for the Redevelopment of an Area Including Parcels Identified as Block 1411, Lots 1.01 and 1.02, Block 1412, Lot 1, Block 1412, Lot 2, Block 1412, Lot 3; and
WHEREAS, Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to A. Nelessen Associates via resolution #06-106 dated March 6, 2006 in the amount of $50,000.00; and

WHEREAS, additional funding is required for expert professional planning services for the Redevelopment of an Area Including Parcels Identified as Block 1411, Lots 1.01 and 1.02, Block 1412, Lot 1, Block 1412, Lot 2, Block 1412, Lot 3; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-213V-40-7300 Smart Growth Future Grant in the amount not to exceed $10,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bidding, must be publicly advertised; and

WHEREAS, A. Nelessen Associates has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that A. Nelessen Associates has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit A. Nelessen Associates from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed the following:

Principal






$150.00 per hour

Senior Planner





$ 87.00 per hour

Associates Planner




$ 63.00 per hour

Graphic Designer





$ 60.00 per hour

Support Staff





$ 42.00 per hour

Expenses per person




$ 50.00 per day

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1.  The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with A. Nelessen Associates, 49 River Road, Bellemeade, New Jersey, 08502 in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00. 

2.  The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of  

Value be placed on file with this resolution; and            
3.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

March 10, 2008

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

David Hawthorne - 70 Bloomfield Avenue-informed the Mayor and Council that a meeting has been set with the Concerned Citizens Committee regarding the plan that was presented by Mr. Minnetian for Saturday, March 15th at 2:00 p.m.  He stated that he had misplaced Mr. Minnetian’s phone number and asked if someone could give it to him.

Mayor Watkins-replied that Denise would give him the phone number.

Mary Baker-264 Valley Road-thanked the Mayor and Council for taking the first step and passing the soil movement ordinance.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Smith-thanked the DPW for their alertness in moving their equipment to higher ground during the recent storms and reacting quickly to downed trees.  He spoke briefly about a volunteer firefighter from West Milford who suffered a heart attack and died and extended his condolences to his family.  He stated that the stress level that comes with firefighting is very high and added that they have been very blessed in River Edge with a lack of injury to our residents as well as our firefighters.  He attributes this to an active approach for proper training.
Councilman Lau-also asked everyone to keep that firefighter and his family in their prayers.

Councilman Higgins-stated that this was a terrible tragedy and added that this reinforces the kind of commitment that our firefighters have to the community.  Councilman Higgins informed everyone that last Thursday he, Mayor Watkins, Bill Lindsley, several members of the River Edge and Oradell school boards and a few members from Oradell’s Town Council met with the County Superintendent, Dr. Graham.  The purpose of this meeting was to continue discussions regarding a feasibility study for consolidation of school districts in both towns.  He further stated that Dr. Graham informed them that after the study was done, the matter would be referred in the form of a referendum to each town and would have to pass in both towns.  If it didn’t pass, it could then be referred back to the legislature which could possibly mandate the consolidation or regionalization.  He added that most of the evening was spent on the issue of Oradell withdrawing its pending appeal in their petition to resolve the regional school district.  He further stated that a representative from the River Edge School Board reminded them that each board and municipality are spending money on attorney fees and asked that in the interest of trying to resolve things and move forward, they drop the appeal.  The answer was no and the reason was that they felt River Edge was non-responsive when they were asked to come and speak with Oradell several years ago.   He was disappointed with the response from Oradell because he had hoped that they could move forward in a spirit of cooperation.   He stated that Dr. Graham will meet with Superintendent’s throughout the County and at some point order a feasibility study to begin.

Councilwoman Walker-had no comments.

Councilman Felice-also conveyed his condolences to the family of the fallen firefighter and commended all firefighters, whether they are paid or volunteer, for putting their life on the line every day.  He thanked the DPW for their quick responses during the storm over the weekend and for keeping our roads safe for our residents.
Councilwoman Fletcher-expressed her heartfelt sympathy to the family of the firefighter who passed away.  She informed everyone that she, Councilman Smith and Mayor Watkins attended the presentation by the local school board on the effects of the new school funding formula and offered additional information to anyone interested.  Councilwoman Fletcher spoke about the blood drive that St. Peter’s had over the weekend and what a success it was and also spoke about the Boy Scout’s food drive and thanked them for their efforts.  She thanked friends and neighbors who helped others during the storm as many residents were without power.
Mayor Watkins-spoke briefly about her disappointment with the meeting that they  attended at the County with Dr. Graham.  One thing that she found disconcerting was the fact the he could order the referendum when he wanted and that he will pick the group to do the feasibility study.  She also conveyed her condolences to the fallen firefighter and his family and asked everyone to keep all of the emergency workers in their prayers.  The Mayor announced the names of two students who have made it to the finals of the spelling bee.  They are Mark Chung from the River Dell Middle School and Ethel Angeli Roxas from St. Peter Academy. The Mayor wished them both the best of luck.
ADJOURNMENT – 7:10 P.M.

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Felice to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.






   Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
