
M I N U T E S
Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council

March 30, 2009
6:45 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilwoman Walker to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on March 27, 2009 to THE RECORD and THE RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Cannon was absent.

Alan Negreann-summarized for the Council why there was a difference in the tax increase from $52.00 to $58.00.

Councilman Cannon arrived at 6:48 p.m.
Councilwoman Fletcher-summarized Alan’s statement that the calculation for what our cap had to be was revised.  Alan made the necessary adjustments to reflect that new, clarified and definitive cap and if there ends up being surplus, it will only benefit us for next year per the current formulas and funds from the state.

RESOLUTIONS - By Consent

Councilwoman Rush-motioned to introduce the 2009 budget.  She explained that it was a tough economic year with many state mandates that had to be dealt with and she thanked the departments for all their hard work and sacrifices in helping the Council put together this budget.  She continued by thanking Alan and Adriana for their hard work in putting the budget together and also thanked the Citizens Budget Committee and the Mayor and Council for putting in the long hours that it took to bring down an initial $1,200.00 increase per household to $58.00.


Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-148. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Councilman Higgins-before voting, Councilman Higgins also thanked Alan, Denise, all of the staff and department heads and the Mayor and Council for working so hard to get this result.

#09-148 Introduce 2009 Budget


BE IT RESOLVED that the Local Municipal Budget of the Borough of River Edge, Bergen County, New Jersey for the fiscal year 2009 be approved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, and the Clerk be and she is hereby instructed to advertise it in THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS on April 10, 2009 and that a final public hearing before passage will be held on May 4, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers and that said budget shall authorize total general appropriations of $14,053,685.47 and the anticipated revenues of

$5,065,477.47 leaving an amount to be raised by taxes for municipal purposes of $8,988,208.00.

March 30, 2009

********

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-149.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Councilwoman Fletcher-voted yes under duress of the state’s requirement that we use our surplus.

#09-149 Authorize Increase in Deferral of School Taxes


WHEREAS, under the provisions of statute the unpaid portion of the year of levy of school tax may be deferred to the extent of not more than 50% of the levy; and


WHEREAS, the annual increase in deferred school tax results in a corresponding increase in surplus; and


WHEREAS, the Local River Edge School Tax Deferred at 1/1/08 was $6,134,019.99 and at 12/31/08 was $6,168,185.36; and


WHEREAS, the River Dell School Tax Deferred at 1/1/08 was $5,928,898.16 and at 12/31/08 was $6,382,285.20.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge do hereby confirm their desire to increase the deferral of the Local River Edge and River Dell School taxes.

March 30, 2009
********

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-150.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-150 Introduce Capital Budget 2009 and Capital Plan for 2009-2014


BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Capital Budget for 2009 and the Capital Plan for 2009-2014 are hereby approved; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Capital Budget and Plan be published as part of the Municipal Budget for 2009 in the RIDGEWOOD NEWS on April 10, 2009.

March 30, 2009

********

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-151.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-151 Include Item of Revenue in 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge desires to anticipate as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget with prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


Parking Lot Fees………………………………………………$21,000.00


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge, that the prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services be requested to include as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget under the following caption:


Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior


Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


Parking Lot Fees………………………………………………$21,000.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Office of the Director of Local Government Services.

March 30, 2009

*********

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-152.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-152 Include Item of Revenue in 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge desires to anticipate as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget with prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


County of Bergen Interlocal Snow Removal……………………………$10,370.00


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge, that the prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services be requested to include as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget under the following caption:


Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior


Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


County of Bergen Interlocal Snow Removal……………………………$10,370.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Office of the Director of Local Government Services.

March 30, 2009

********

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-153.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-153 Include Item of Revenue in 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge desires to anticipate as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget with prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


Police Outside Duty………………………………………………$17,000.00


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge, that the prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services be requested to include as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget under the following caption:


Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior


Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


Police Outside Duty………………………………………………$17,000.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Office of the Director of Local Government Services.

March 30, 2009

********

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-154.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-154 Include Item of Revenue in 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge desires to anticipate as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget with prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


Reserve for Sale of Assets……………………………………………$6,900.00


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge, that the prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services be requested to include as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget under the following caption:


Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior


Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


Reserve for Sale of Assets………………………………………………$6,900.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Office of the Director of Local Government Services.

March 30, 2009

********

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-155.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-155 Include Item of Revenue in 2009 Budget


WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge desires to anticipate as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget with prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


Capital Surplus……………………………………………$425,000.00


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge, that the prior written consent of the Director of Local Government Services be requested to include as an item of General Revenue in the 2009 budget under the following caption:


Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior


Written Consent of the Director of Local Government Services:


Capital Surplus………………………………………………$425,000.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Office of the Director of Local Government Services.

March 30, 2009

********

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #09-156, #09-158 through #09-160.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Councilwoman Fletcher-thanked the Mayor and Council for taking a step in the right direction in demonstrating effective leadership by taking a voluntary furlough and doing their part for the budget.
#09-156  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the March 30, 2009           meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






   Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

   Reference
09-3/30-1

Personnel – Promotion to the Position   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




   of Lieutenant in the Police


 

   Department – Document Review &




   Selection


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

March 30, 2009
********
Councilwoman Rush-makes a motion on resolution #09-157 with severe reservation because she feels we’re being forced into this by the state in order to meet their imposed caps.

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-157.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilman Cannon voted yes and Councilwoman Fletcher voted no.

#09-157 Resolution of Borough of River Edge Making Application to the Local Finance Board for a Reduced Pension Contribution Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 43:15a-24(c) and N.J.S.A. 43:16A-15(9)


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen desires to make application to the Local Finance Board for its approval of a reduced pension contribution pursuant for its Police and Fire Retirement System contribution pursuant to N.J.S.A. and its Public Employee Retirement System contribution pursuant to N.J.S.A. 43:16A-15(9) for certain normal and accrued liability contributions in the amount of:

· Police and Fire Retirement System in the amount of $296,566.00

· Public Employee Retirement System in the amount of $126,224.00; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has made certain determinations concerning this

application as required by statute and has completed the required Attachment that documents said determinations; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council determined that it needs to pay the reduced contribution and said determination is in the public interest; and

1. the inability of the Borough of River Edge to meet the cap without jeopardizing public safety, health, and welfare or jeopardizing the fiscal stability.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen as follows:

Section 1.  The reduced pension contribution Attachment, as attached hereto, is incorporated by reference into this Resolution as if contained fully within.

Section 2.  The reduced pension contribution for PFRS in the amount of $296,566.00 and PERS in the amount of $126,224.00, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 43:15A-24(c) and N.J.S.A. 43:165A-15(9) et. seq. have been confirmed by the Chief Financial Officer and are the amounts deemed by the Governing Body for application to the Local Finance Board and as allowed by the New Jersey Division of Pension and Benefits.

Section 3.  The application to the Local Finance Board is hereby approved, and the Chief Financial Officer, along with other representatives of the Borough of River Edge are hereby authorized to submit such application and to represent the Borough of River Edge in matters pertaining thereto.

Section 4.  The Certification of the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of River Edge, is incorporated into the Resolution as a certification of the truth and accuracy of the facts submitted in the application for pension deferral.

Section 5.  The Clerk of the Borough of River Edge is hereby directed to file a copy of this reduced pension contribution resolution as part of the application with the Local Finance Board.

Section 6.  The Local Finance Board is hereby respectfully requested to consider such application and to record its findings recommendations and/or approvals as provided by law.

Recorded Vote
AYE:

NO:

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

Certification of Clerk:

The foregoing is a true copy of a resolution and pension deferral application adopted by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge on March 30, 2009.

____________________________________

___________________________

Signature and Seal of Clerk



Date

Certification of Chief Financial Officer:

I, Alan P. Negreann, Chief Financial Officer, of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen do hereby declare:

1. That the documents submitted herewith and the statements contained herein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief; and

2. That this application was considered, confirmed and approved, by this Resolution, by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge on March 30, 2009.

____________________________________

_____________________________

Signature of Chief Financial Officer

Date
March 30, 2009

********
#09-158  Resolution Authorizing Settlement of Claim with the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund for the Case of Hammel v Borough of River Edge et al


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge is involved in litigation titled Hammel v Borough of River Edge et al Law Division: Bergen County, Docket No. BER-L-226-09; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge filed a claim with the Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund of the State of New Jersey to have the Fund represent and defend the Borough; and


WHEREAS, the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund has offered a buy out of $5,000.00 to the Borough in lieu of representation and defense; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have discussed this at a work session dated March 30, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has recommended that the Borough of River Edge accept the buy out from the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund with regard to this claim in the amount of $5,000.00; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body is of the opinion that it is in the best interest of the Borough of River Edge to accept the $5,000.00 buy out and allow the Borough Attorney to defend the Borough in this case.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mayor Watkins and Denise Dondiego, the Borough Clerk are authorized to execute the release with the Municipal Excess Liability Insurance Fund and accept $5,000.00 in lieu of defending the Borough in the litigation known as Hammel v Borough of River Edge et al.

March 30, 2009

********
#09-159 Authorize Mayor and Administrator to Sign “GDL 2009 Enforcement and Education Campaign” Grant


BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Administrator are hereby authorized to sign the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety’s 2008 “GDL Enforcement and Education Campaign” Grant.

March 30, 2009

********
#09-160 Five Day Voluntary Furlough of the Mayor and Council


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge desires to introduce the 2009 Municipal Budget; and


WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has imposed a 2 ½% Appropriation Cap and a 4% Levy Cap on the Borough of River Edge; and


WHEREAS, the national, state and local economic environment makes this fiscal year and budget preparation unprecedented in recent times; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge desires to conserve its resources and provide as much property tax relief as possible to the residents and taxpayers of the Borough of River Edge.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge do hereby agree to and implement a five (5) voluntary furlough program for the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge for calendar year 2009.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby instructed to implement the five (5) day furlough program for the Governing Body.

March 30, 2009
********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Smith-informed everyone that he attended a Community Development meeting and there are some additional funds that are part of the stimulus package that are available and wanted to make the Mayor and Council aware of that.  He mentioned that the Stormwater Outflow Project and solar power on the DPW roof are two projects worth considering for these grants.  He stated that there is a certain amount of paperwork that is involved and is asking for Council approval to move forward and ask our grant writers to get involved in getting it prepared.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to have the Sewer Sub-Committee take a look at the Stormwater Project and the Solar Panel Project to see if it would be prepared and qualified for the stimulus package money through Community Development Block Grant.

Councilwoman Fletcher-asked for clarification on this motion.  She asked if it is his intention to have the Sewer Sub-Committee look at Stormwater and the Energy Sub-Committee look at the solar energy.

Councilman Smith-stated that Vince D’Amore has the specifications for the DPW roof already in hand so he doesn’t feel the Energy Sub-Committee needs to get involved at this time.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Councilman Smith-concluded his comments by saying that he too wants to thank everyone involved in the budget process and hopes that the residents realize how hard they worked to reduce expenses by $1,290,351.58.
Councilwoman Rush-had no comment.

Councilman Higgins-commended Alan for making the submission that will go to Trenton for the Reduced Pension Contribution very clear, concise and very readable and thanked him for his hard work during this difficult budget season.

Councilman Higgins stated that he would like to make a motion to put a resolution on to support the reform of binding interest arbitration law that governs labor contracts between municipalities and their police and fire departments.

Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that she thinks that it was done already.

Councilwoman Walker-repeated the previous sentiments stating that this was an extremely difficult budget year and is confident that this Council and several Council’s before them have always been very thorough in looking at the budget.  She continued by stating that they’ve made many sacrifices and they were able to avoid layoffs, mandatory furloughs and other cost cutting expenses that some other towns are dealing with.  Councilwoman Walker stated that she feels it is a major accomplishment to go from a projected $1,200.00 municipal tax increase per household to less than $100.00 and still be able to maintain services.  She feels that all of their hard work this year will put them in a better position when starting the 2010 budget.  She thanked Alan for all of his hard work in keeping them informed every week.
Councilman Cannon-stated that this was his first involvement with the budget process and commended Alan, Adriana and everyone else that was involved for their hard work.  

Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that almost everyday when you open the newspaper, you see a headline on how towns are struggling to meet the regulatory conditions both for municipalities and schools.  Councilwoman Fletcher is very proud of the effort that our Citizen’s Budget Committee, department heads, administrative staff and the Mayor and Council have made decisions that produced a minimal impact to services and made good economic decisions with no financial gimmicks or trickery involved.  She continued by saying that she is also proud of the fact that this was a conservative, rational, well thought out short and long term budget which has been the tradition of this Governing Body for the last six years.  She again thanked Alan, Adriana, Denise, Judy and everyone else involved in the process for their hard work.
Mayor Watkins-thanked Alan for his hard work during the budget process along with Denise, the Citizens Budget Committee and all of the department heads.  She continued by saying that all of the departments really cut costs down to the bone and thanked them for their efforts.  The Mayor commended previous Council’s for their past efforts on budgets and especially thanked this Council for their hard work during the most difficult budget season ever.
ADJOURNMENT – 7:05 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:

