
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, April 21, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Felice to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve resolution #08-168.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

#08-168 Resolution to Read Budget by Title


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A-8 as amended provides that the budget be read by title at the time of the public hearing if a resolution is passed by not less than a majority of the full membership of the Governing Body, providing that at least one week prior to the date of hearing a complete copy of the approved budget as advertised has been posted in Borough Hall and copies have been made available by the Borough Clerk to persons requiring them; and


WHEREAS, these two conditions have been met.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the budget shall be read by title only.

April 21, 2008

********
OPEN HEARING ON 2008 MUNICIPAL BUDGET


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing on 2008 Municipal Budget.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CLOSE HEARING ON 2008 MUNICIPAL BUDGET


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing on 2008 Municipal Budget.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

OPEN HEARING ON AMENDMENT TO THE 2008 BUDGET


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing on Amendment to the 2008 Budget.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CLOSE HEARING ON AMENDMENT TO THE 2008 BUDGET


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing on Amendment to the 2008 Budget.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of April 7, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker voted yes, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher abstained and Councilman Higgins was absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –


Mayor Watkins read the proclamation declaring April 27th – May 3, 2008 as National Volunteer Week into the record as follows:

P R O C L A M A T I O N


WHEREAS, the foundation of a humane and just society is the willingness of 
people to work together for the common good; and


WHEREAS, volunteer community service is crucial in this time of increasingly

limited government resources; and


WHEREAS, our country’s volunteer source of more than 64 million people is a

great national resource; and


WHEREAS, volunteer community service allows people to connect with one

another while working together toward solving our community’s and our country’s
serious social problems; and


WHEREAS, the giving of oneself in service to another empowers  both the giver 
and the recipient; and


WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of all our citizens to seek answers and 
solutions such as child abuse, poverty, homelessness and violence that plague our 
country; and


WHEREAS, it is the duty of all our citizens to honor the people who have given

their time, energy and strength to making our communities and our nation a safer and 
more productive place to live.


NOW, THEREFORE, I Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins do hereby proclaim:

April 27th  – May 3, 2008

As

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

In the Borough of River Edge and urge my fellow citizens to observe this week by 

recognizing the individuals who have made a difference in our community.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Dated:  April  21, 2008

********

Mayor Watkins read the proclamation Supporting Habitat for Humanity Honorees into the record as follows:

PROCLAMATION


WHEREAS, the Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County has been

working with local families, volunteers and businesses to provide the 

resources necessary to build affordable housing in Bergen County; and


WHEREAS, these efforts have resulted in new homes and improved 

communities throughout Bergen County; and


WHEREAS, the Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County is 

honoring David Sidman, Marvin Hopkins and Thomas T. Toronto for

their commitment and dedication to the ideals set forth by Habitat for 

Humanity.


NOW, THEREFORE , IT IS HEREBY PROCLAIMED that the

Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge join Habitat for 

Humanity of Bergen County in saluting their honorees and the work 

they have done and example they have set.  Our communities are 

enriched by their contributions.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Dated:   April 21, 2008

********
Mayor Watkins read the proclamation declaring May 1, 2008 as Loyalty Day into the record as follows:


        
P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS,  the citizens of this community are extremely proud of this Nations more than 200 year Heritage of Freedom and are loyal to the ideals, traditions and institutions which have made our nation so great; and

WHEREAS, many Americans display their loyalty through careers in public service.  Members of our Armed Forces ensure that our Nation remains strong and secure, as well as defend democracy around the world.  Many citizens give their time  to causes greater than themselves through charitable, civic or church activities to demonstrate their loyalty by working to improve our country and the lives of its people; and

WHEREAS, Loyalty Day recognizes the solemn bond between America and its citizens.  It provides an opportunity to recognize those who demonstrate their loyalty every day and challenges all of us to find more ways to contribute to the greater good of our country; and

WHEREAS, this glorious occasion will serve as a reminder of the loyalty of the members of the Veteran’s of Foreign Wars throughout the United States, a loyalty they displayed while serving in our armed forces during war times.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, in recognition thereof, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2008 as:

LOYALTY DAY IN RIVER EDGE

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Borough of River Edge to be affixed this April 21, 2008.

   Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

April 21, 2008
*********

Mayor Watkins read the proclamation designating May 1st – May 31, 2008 as Poppy Sale Days into the record as follows:

P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, the Annual Poppy Sale by the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars has been officially recognized and endorsed by the Government leaders; and

WHEREAS, the Poppies are assembled by disabled veterans, and the proceeds of this worthy fund-raising campaign are used exclusively for the benefit of disabled and needy veterans, and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, do hereby urge the citizens of this community to recognize their merits of this cause by contributing generously to its support through the purchase of Poppies from May 1st through May 31st, 2008, the designated Annual Poppy Sale days in the Borough of River Edge, and do further urge all citizens to support the American Legion Auxiliary of the Sgt. Walter Scott Brown Unit #226, the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary of the Caldorney-Klaiber-Frost Post NO. 876 of River Edge by buying and wearing a Poppy.

MARGARET FALAHEE WATKINS MAYOR

Dated:  April 21, 2008

APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of Thomas Cariddi, Chief of Police, from an annual salary of $112,421.00 to Step I - $125,000.00, effective February 1, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the resignation of Rose Pagan, as Deputy Registrar, Board of Health, effective February 29, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the salary change of Scott Ader, Department of Public Works, from an annual salary of $47,889.00 to $48,401.00 as per Contract Appendix “A” and completion of probationary period, effective May 5, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the salary change of Martha Smith, Bus Dispatcher/Coordinator from a Step II hourly rate of $13.06 to Step III - $13.73, effective May 1, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of Grace Singleton, Bus Dispatcher/Coordinator from a Step II hourly rate of $13.06 to Step III - $13.73, effective May 1, 2008.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of Laura Grunwerg, Services Librarian, from Step II - $51,260.00 to Step III - $53,953.00 effective May 7, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the hire of Louise Mellusi, 232 Howland Avenue, as part-time Clerk Typist, five (5) hours per week, at an hourly rate of $18.04, with a six-month probationary period, effective April 22, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Cablevision – 4/14/08





Re:  Digital Transition Project


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 4/14/08





Re:  Meeting – 4/15/08


Letter
-
Lapatka Associates, Inc. – 4/17/08





Re:  Letter of Interpretation, Line





  Delineation B 301, L 12

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Beautification Committee
-
March 2008


Fire Prevention 


-
1/1 – 3/31/08


Tax Collector


-
March 31, 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1616 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1616 -  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $635,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1616 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE






ORDINANCE #1616

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $635,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.



BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:


Section 1.  The Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey (the "Borough") is hereby authorized to make various public improvements and to acquire new additional or replacement equipment and machinery, new communication and signal systems equipment, new information technology equipment and new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, in, by and for said Borough, as more particularly described in Section 4 hereof.  Said improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor.


Section 2.  There is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of making the improvements described in Sections l and 4 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purposes"), the respective amounts of money hereinafter stated as the appropriation for said respective purposes.  Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized and the down payment appropriated by this ordinance.  Said improvements shall be made as general improvements and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefited.


Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that the making of such improvements is not a current expense of said Borough.


Section 4.  The several purposes hereby authorized for the financing of which said obligations are to be issued are set forth in the following "Schedule of Improvements, Purposes and Amounts" which schedule also shows (l) the amount of the appropriation and the estimated cost of each such purpose, and (2) the amount of each sum which is to be provided by the down payment hereinafter appropriated to finance such purposes, and (3) the estimated maximum amount of bonds and notes to be issued for each such purpose, and (4) the period of usefulness of each such purpose, according to its reasonable life, computed from the date of said bonds:


SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS


A.  Funding the Borough’s share of the cost of the acquisition of a new automotive vehicle, including original apparatus and equipment, consisting of a senior citizens vehicle.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Borough has applied for a matching funds grant from the Bergen County Community Development Program for this acquisition.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$ 29,500


Down Payment Appropriated



$  1,500 


Bonds and Notes Authorized



$ 28,000


Period of Usefulness




5 years

B.  Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment for the use of various Borough departments:

Department of Public Works ("DPW")
base radio station

Fire Department
radio communication systems for Fire Cos. No. 1 and 2

portable radios

pagers

Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost        

$ 64,800

Down Payment Appropriated



$  3,100 

Bonds and Notes Authorized



$ 61,700

Period of Usefulness




10 years



C.  Undertaking of the following improvements to public property: (i) replacement of garage doors at the DPW Building, (ii) installation of flag pole at the Little League Field and (iii) installation of an exterior book return at the Public Library.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$ 28,900


Down Payment Appropriated



$  1,380 


Bonds and Notes Authorized



$ 27,520


Period of Usefulness




15 years



D.
 Improvement of a public building consisting of installation of new carpeting and flooring at the Public Library.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$ 49,300


Down Payment Appropriated



$  2,350


Bonds and Notes Authorized



$ 46,950


Period of Usefulness




10 years



E.
Acquisition of new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for the use of the DPW consisting of (i) a dump truck and (ii) a garbage truck.  Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$227,000



Down Payment Appropriated



$ 12,270


Bonds and Notes Authorized



$214,730


Period of Usefulness




5 years 

F.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use of various Borough departments and offices:

DPW
front end loader

crane

Police Department
portable generator

Fire Department
Hurst rescue tool portable power unit

Tax Collector
folder/inserter machine

Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$183,600

Down Payment Appropriated



$  8,750 

Bonds and Notes Authorized



$174,850

Period of Usefulness




15 years



G.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new information technology equipment for the use of various Borough departments and offices:


Fire Department


hose


turnout gear


nozzles


Code Enforcement

laptop computer and printer

Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost        
$ 38,400


Down Payment Appropriated


$  2,000 


Bonds and Notes Authorized


$ 36,400


Period of Usefulness



5 years



H.  Acquisition of new information technology equipment for the use of the Police Department consisting of (i) a patrol car mobile computer and (ii) a computer system. Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost        
$ 13,500


Down Payment Appropriated


$    650 


Bonds and Notes Authorized


$ 12,850


Period of Usefulness



7 years

-------------------------------------------------------


Aggregate Appropriation and


  Estimated Cost




$635,000


Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated

$ 32,000


Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes



  Authorized




$603,000



Section 5.  The cost of such purposes, as hereinbefore  stated, includes the aggregate amount of $10,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purposes, including architect's fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the "Local Bond Law").


Section 6.  It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $32,000, appropriated for down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in budgets heretofore adopted for said Borough, are now available to finance said purposes.  The sum of $32,000 is hereby appropriated from such moneys to the payment of the cost of said purposes.



Section 7.  To finance said purposes, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal amount not exceeding $603,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted.


Section 8.  To finance said purposes, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an aggregate principal amount not exceeding $603,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued.  If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding.


Section 9.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.  Each of said bond anticipation notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and shall be under the seal of said Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk or Deputy Borough Clerk.  Said officers are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity with law.  The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time in the manner provided by law.


Section 10.  It is hereby determined and declared that the average period of usefulness of said purposes, according to their reasonable lives, taking into consideration the respective amounts of bonds or notes authorized for said purposes, is a period of 9.29 years computed from the date of said bonds. 


Section 11.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk of said Borough, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance by $603,000 and that the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law.


Section 12.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Bergen, the State of New Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its agencies in aid of such purposes (other than the matching funds grant for the senior citizens vehicle referenced in Section 4.A above, which, if received, shall be appropriated and spent by subsequent action of the Borough), shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such purposes, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced accordingly.


Section 13.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.


Section 14.  The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the improvements described in Sections 1 and 4 of this bond ordinance.  If the Borough incurs such costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.  



Section 15.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.


Section 16.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof after final passage.




     Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1612 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1612 – AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $36,000.00 FROM THE GENERAL CAPITAL FUND – GENERAL CAPITAL FUND BALANCE FOR PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT, IMPROVEMENT OF BOROUGH BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Ordinance #1612 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the April 7, 2008 meeting as follows:


BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1612

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $36,000.00 FROM THE GENERAL CAPITAL FUND – GENERAL CAPITAL FUND BALANCE FOR PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT, IMPROVEMENT OF BOROUGH BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, as follows:


SECTION 1.  The purchase of equipment for and improvements desired in Section 2 of this ordinance are hereby authorized as improvements and purchases to be made by the Borough of River Edge, New Jersey for the purpose of the purchase of said equipment and the making of said improvements, there are hereby appropriated the sum of $36,000.00 which $36,000.00 is from the General Capital Fund Balance. 


SECTION 2.  The improvement and purchases are authorized as follows:

a. Repairs and improvement to public buildings and grounds, including 

but not limited to a fence for Borough Hall and stormwater inlet bars.

b. Purchase of equipment for the Departments of: Code Enforcement, Emergency 

Management, Fire, Police, Administration and Clerk.

c. Purchase of computer software for the Library.

d. Other Expenses, including but not limited to architect’s fees, 

accounting, engineering and inspection cost, legal expense and other

expenses to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.


SECTION 3.  The appropriation shall be made from Capital Improvement Fund of the General Capital Fund and no debt is authorized.

SECTION 4.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately after the first publication after final passage as provided by law.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1612

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1612

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1612

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to adopt Ordinance #1612.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********

Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1613 into the record as follows:
Ordinance #1613 – CAPITAL ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $420,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A NEW GENERATOR AND THE UNDERTAKING OF THE 2008 ROAD RESURFACING AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AND TO TRANSFER UNEXPENDED BOND ORDINANCE BALANCES AND REPAPPROPRIATE SAME TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION.


Ordinance #1613 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith as the April 7, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1613

CAPITAL ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $420,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A NEW GENERATOR AND THE UNDERTAKING OF THE 2008 ROAD RESURFACING AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY AND TO TRANSFER UNEXPENDED BOND ORDINANCE BALANCES AND REAPPROPRIATE SAME TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION.

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey now finds and determines that the aggregate amount of $420,000 in funded appropriation balances consti​tuting unex​pended bond proceeds of the Borough(s 2005 General Improvement Bonds is not necessary for the purposes for which such bonds were issued and that it is in the Borough(s best interest to use said moneys for costs of the acquisition of a new generator and the undertaking of the 2008 Road Resurfacing and Improvement Program, NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the “Borough”), as follows:

Section 1.  It is hereby determined, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-39, that the funded appropriation balances constituting unexpended bond proceeds in the following ordinances are no longer needed for the purposes for which the bonds were issued and that it is in the best interest of the Borough to transfer and reappropriate such funded appropriations for capital purposes in accordance with Section 2 hereof:








Amount of Funded

Appropriation to be






        Project
      Transferred and

  Ord No.         Adoption Date
 Description
Reappropriated     
	1424, as amended by 

1457, as further amended by 

1470


	4/21/03, as amended on 2/2/04, as further amended on 9/7/04
	Purpose (E) - Various sanitary and storm sewer improvements
	$190,000

	1494


	4/18/05
	Purpose (C) -

Sanitary sewer improvements at Hackensack Avenue
	$200,000



	
	
	Purpose (E) - Reconstruction of Eastbrook Drive
	$ 30,000



	
	
	
	$420,000


Section 2.  The Borough is hereby authorized to (A) acquire a new generator for use in the Public Safety Building located at 705A Kinderkamack Road in the Borough and (B) undertake the 2008 Road Resurfacing and Improvement Program (including curbing improvements, where necessary) in, by and for the Borough, as set forth on a list prepared by the Borough Engineer and approved by the Borough Council and directed to be placed on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk and made available for public inspection during normal business hours.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Borough Council may, by resolution, amend such list of roads from time to time within the appropriation made hereby.  Said improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor.  The sum of $420,000 is hereby appropriated from the funded appropria​tion balances transferred and reappropriated in accordance with Section 1 hereof to the payment of the cost of the improvements authorized in this Section 2. 

Section 3.  Said improvements are lawful capital improvements of the Borough having a period of usefulness of at least five years.  Said improvements shall be made and under​taken as general improvements and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefited.

          Section 4.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.

Section 5.  This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law.





Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1613 


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1613


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1613


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1613.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********

Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1614 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1614 – AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TABLE OF ORGANIZATION FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT


Ordinance #1614 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith at the April 7, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1614

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TABLE OF ORGANIZATION FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT


WHEREAS, Section 71-1 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge (“Code”) establishes the Police Department; and


WHEREAS, recent case law has determined prospectively that a municipality must establish a Table of Organization for the Police Department; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined to create a Table of Organization of the River Edge Police Department to reflect the number of police officers and the positions that they hold.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED the Table of Organization for the River Edge Police Department as follows:

SECTION I:

That Section 71-1 of the Code be supplemented to provide




the following:




Rank/Position



Number




Police Chief



  1




Police Captains



  1




Police Lieutenants


  2




Police Sergeants



  5




Police Officers



 16

SECTION II:
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the establishment of this Table
of Organization for the River Edge Police Department


does not require that all of these positions be filled but that the number of police officers in the various positions shall not exceed those set forth in this Table unless the Table is amended by the Borough Council.

SECTION III:
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all prior inconsistent Ordinances regarding the River Edge Police Department are hereby repealed.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION IV:
If any section, provision or other portion of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or provisions of this Ordinance except so far as the section or provision so declared invalid and shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof.

SECTION V:
This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as provided by law.





Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1614 


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1614


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1614


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1614.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********

Judy O’Connell, Deputy Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1615 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1615 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 292 “NEWS VENDING MACHINES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1615 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau at the April 7, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1615

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 292 “NEWS VENDING MACHINES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 292, “News Vending Machines” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge be and hereby is amended as follows:

SECTION I:

Section 292-4 Location and Placement is hereby amended as follows:


F. To further provide a broad and uniform network of news vending machines distribution and to further the public safety and welfare of the community of the Borough of River Edge and to promote aesthetics of the Borough, all news racks and/or vending machines shall be located at the following sites only:


(4) River Edge Train Station – River Edge Road
SECTION II:

If any provisions of this chapter are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this chapter, which shall be severable therefrom.

SECTION III:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

SECTION IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to law.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1615 


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1615


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1615


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to adopt Ordinance #1615. 


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Lau seconded by Councilman Felice to approve resolution #08-169 through #08-173, #08-176 through #08-182 and #08-184 through #08-191 and 192.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

********
#08-169 Amend Agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 for Legal Services as Redevelopment Attorney

WHEREAS, there exists a need for Legal Services for the purpose of redevelopment of the Southern End of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Colin Quinn, Esq. via resolution #08-10 dated January 4, 2008 in the amount of $4,500.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Legal Services for redevelopment representation; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Colin Quinn, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Colin Quinn, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Colin Quinn, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on April 21, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-180 of the Current Fund an amount not to exceed $10,000.00.


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, New Jersey, 07601.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

April 21, 2008

********
#08-170 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services to Obtain Environmental Permits for 5 Fenway Court, Block 909, Lot 22
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services to obtain environmental permits for 5 Fenway Court, Block 909, Lot 22; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $6,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of     Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

April 21, 2008

********
#08-171 Waive Fee for Death Certificates


WHEREAS, Chapter 206, Section 2 of the fee ordinance requires a $10.00 fee for death certificates; and


WHEREAS, the family of John J. Connolly, who is a retired employee of the River Edge Department of Public Works and father to Jack Connolly, a Police Officer, requested the fee be waived for the death certificates.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of River Edge do hereby waive the $10.00 death certificate fee, not to exceed fifteen (15) certificates, to the family of John J. Connolly.

April 21, 2008
********
#08-172 Waive Fee for Death Certificates


WHEREAS, Chapter 206, Section 2 of the fee ordinance requires a $10.00 fee for death certificates; and


WHEREAS, the family of David F. Stucke, father to former River Edge Fire Department Chief David Stucke, requested the fee be waived for the death certificates.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of River Edge do hereby waive the $10.00 death certificate fee, not to exceed fifteen (15) certificates, to the family of David F. Stucke.

April 21, 2008
********
#08-173 Enter Into Agreement with the County of Bergen for the Installation of a Traffic Light at Howland Avenue and Kinderkamack Road


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge desires to install a traffic light at Howland Avenue and Kinderkamack Road; and


WHEREAS, the County of Bergen will pay for a significant portion of the cost related to the installation of the traffic light at Howland Avenue and Kinderkamack Road; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and the Borough Engineer have recommended the entering into an Agreement with the County of Bergen  which delineates the sharing of responsibilities for this project; and


WHEREAS, the Agreement has been reviewed by the Mayor and Council at the

 April 7, 2008 work session.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Agreement between the County of Bergen and the Borough of River Edge for the installation of a traffic light at Howland Avenue and Kinderkamack Road which is on file with the Borough Clerk.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to forward a copy of this resolution to the Board of Chosen Freeholders and the County Executive.

April 21, 2008
********

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve resolution #08-174.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

#08-174 Approval of Local Budget Review 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual budget examination; and


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 1997; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 thru 7.5 the Borough of River Edge has been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government Services, and the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the Borough meets the necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2008 budget year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & b and based upon the Chief Financial Officers certification, the Governing Body has found the budget has met the following requirements:

1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget:

a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges

b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures

c. Cash deficit of preceding year

d. Reserve for uncollected taxes

e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items

f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes

2. That the provisions relating to limitation on the Property Tax Levy, Chapter 62, Public Laws of 2007 and to a limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and the appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 40A:4-453 et seq. are fully met (Complies with the “CAP” law.)

3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement and content as required by the Local budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 AND 5:30-5.

4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law:

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated,

b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth,

c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content the budget will permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality.

5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced, publicly advertised and in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification.

6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded

to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

April 21, 2008

*******


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve resolution #08-175.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher voted no and Councilman Higgins was absent.

#08-175 Amendment to the Approved Budget of 2008

WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2008 was approved on
the 18th day of March, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget was held as advertised on April 21, 2008; and

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget; and

WHEREAS, the budget amendment notice of hearing was advertised in THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS on April 11, 2008 and a hearing on said amendment will be held on April 21, 2008.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen that the following amendments to the approved budget for 2008 be made:

FROM

     TO

    General Revenues

3.  Miscellaneous Revenues – Section F: Special

    Items of Revenue Anticipated with Prior

    Written Consent of the Director-Public and 

    Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations:

              Clean Communities Program          $         0.00
$  11,175.86       

    Total Section F: Special Items of General 

    Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written

    Consent of the Director-Public and Private

    Revenues Offset with Appropriations:         $    20,542.72   $  31,718.58

    Summary of Revenues

3. Miscellaneous Revenues:

        Total Section F:                         $    20,542.72   $  31,718.58

    Total Miscellaneous Revenues


 $ 2,145,653.26
$ 156,829.12

5.  Subtotal General Revenues



 $ 5,944,653.26
$ 955,829.12

6. Amount to be Raised By Taxes for Support of Municipal Budget:       



     a) Local Tax for Municipal Purposes      

           Including the Reserve for 

           Uncollected Taxes                     $ 8,711,949.00   $ 743,819.00          

          Total Amount to be Raised for Support

          Of Municipal Budget                    $ 8,711,949.00   $ 743,819.00

7.  Total General Revenues



 $14,656,602.26  14,699,648.12

8.  General Appropriations

(A) Operations – within “CAPS” 

   GENERAL GOVERNMENT

       General Administration

              Other Expenses                   $     21,858.00    $  26,108.00

        Insurance

              Employee Group Health             $   830,000.00    $ 732,812.00

        Police Department

              Other Expenses                    $   143,795.00    $ 145,195.00

STREETS AND ROADS

       Building and Grounds

              Other Expenses                    $   113,878.00    $ 117,478.00

  SANITATION

       Sewer System

              Other Expenses                    $    45,106.00    $  48,606.00

  UNCLASSIFIED

       Utilities

              Petroleum Products                $   121,325.00    $ 138,325.00

Total Operations – within "CAPS"                $ 9,915,609.00   $9,848,171.00

Total Operations Including Contingent

 within “CAPS”                                  $ 9,916,109.00   $9,848,671.00  

         Detail: 

            Other Expenses                      $ 4,230,072.00   $4,162,634.00

2.  Statutory Expenditures:

       Defined Contribution Retirement

         Program P.L. 2007, c. 92 & 103

$         0.00   $      120.00

Total Deferred Charges and Statutory

 Expenditures-Municipal within “CAPS”           $   297,118.32   $  297,238.32

(H-1 Total General Appropriations

 – within “CAPS"                                $10,213,227.32  $10,145,909.32

8.  General Appropriations

(A)  Operations – Excluded from “CAPS” 

   Maintenance of Free Public Library

              Employee Group Health

              (P.L. 1985, C. 82 & 541)          $         0.00   $   97,188.00

Total Operations – Excluded "CAPS"              $ 2,487,493.00   $2,584,681.00

   Public and Private Programs Offset By Revenues

         Solid Waste Management/Clean Communities Grant

              Other Expenses                    $         0.00   $   11,175.86       

Total Public and Private Programs Offset  

By Revenue                                      $     20,542.72  $   31,718.58

Total Operations – Excluded "CAPS"              $  2,530,122.72  $2,638,486.58

         Detail: Other Expenses                 $  2,024,091.72  $2,132,455.58

(D) Municipal Debt Service – Excluded from “CAPS” 

              Interest on Bonds                 $   352,000.00   $  354,000.00     

Total Municipal Debt Service – Excluded "CAPS"  $ 1,205,875.00   $1,207,875.00

(H-2) Total General Appropriations

 – Excluded "CAPS"                              $ 4,012,337.78   $4,122,701.64

(O) Total General Appropriations

 – Excluded "CAPS"                              $ 4,012,337.78   $4,122,701.64

(L)Subtotal General Appropriations

  (Items (H-l) and (0))

            $14,225,565.10  $14,268,610.96

9. Total General Appropriations                 $14,656,602.26  $14,699,648.12

8. General Appropriations

     Summary of Appropriations            

(H-1 Total General Appropriations

 – within “CAPS"                                $10,213,227.32  $10,145,909.32      

(a) Operations – Excluded “CAPS”            $ 2,487,493.00  $ 2,584,681.00


Public and Private Programs Offset

By Revenue                                      $    20,542.72  $    31,718.58

Total Operations – Excluded "CAPS"              $ 2,530,122.72  $ 2,638,486.58

(D) Municipal Debt Service                      $ 1,205,875.00  $ 1,207,875.00

Total General Appropriations                    $14,656,602.26  $14,699,648.12

April 21, 2008 

It is hereby certified that the approved Budget Amendment annexed hereto is an exact copy of the original on file with the Clerk of the Governing Body, that all additions are correct, all statements contained herein are in proof and the total of anticipated revenues equals the total of appropriations.

Certified by me, this 21st day of April, 2008

______________________

Steven D. Wielkotz

Registered Municipal Accountant

______________________________

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Mayor 

Dated:

********
#08-176  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on May 5, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the May 5, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference
08-5/5-1

Personnel-Emergency Management
N.J.S.A. 10-12(8)

                   Coordinator 

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

April 21, 2008

********
#08-177 Amend Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to the Preparation of Plans and Bid Specifications, Including Bid Award and Inspection for the TEA21 Kinderkamack Road Improvement North (River Edge Road)
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to the preparation of plans and bid specifications, including bid award and inspection for the TEA21 Kinderkamack Road Improvement North (River Edge Road); and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Bob Costa, Borough Engineer via resolution #04-222 dated June 7, 2004 in the amount of $25,000.00, amended via resolution #05-369 dated November 7, 2005 in the amount of $23,000.00, amended via resolution #06-165 dated May 1, 2006 in the amount of $25,000.00, amended via resolution #06-250 in the amount of $26,500.00 and amended via resolution #07-341 dated October 1, 2007 in the amount of $7,500.00, and resolution #08-143 dated April 7, 2008 in the amount of $3,500.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for professional services related to the preparation of plans and bid specifications, including bid award and inspection for the TEA21 Kinderkamack Road Improvement North (River Edge Road); and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that

the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $9,500.00; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on April 21, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

5. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

6. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

7. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

April 21, 2008

********
#08-178 A Resolution Endorsing an Increase in State Police Surcharges to Fund State Budget Shortfalls in Lieu of Reliance upon Local Purpose Tax Increases
WHEREAS, Governor Jon S. Corzine's proposed Fiscal Year 2009 budget identifies a shortfall in New Jersey State Police funding; and
WHEREAS, the administration plans to start charging municipalities for State Police services, and doing so would negatively affect municipal budgets and thus require municipalities to raise local purpose taxes, and
WHEREAS, the aforementioned proposed budget calls for cuts in municipal aid which also would require municipalities to raise local purpose taxes, and
WHEREAS, Directive 15 from the governor also requires municipalities to meet new security requirements in their courts, resulting in additional capital expenditures in municipal budgets while no state funding offsets are provided, and
WHEREAS, on February 22, 2007, many mayors, other elected and appointed municipal officials met with the Attorney General and State Police offering a solution to the State Police budget shortfall-namely, increasing surcharges on fines levied by the State Police, and
WHEREAS, P. L. 2007) c.335 (C. 39:2A-36.1) allows the Motor Vehicle Commission governing Board to increase the surcharges listed in that statute, and
WHEREAS, charging those who violate state statutes would fund the State Police Budget shortfall in lieu of relying on New Jersey property taxpayers is a sensible solution to address the problem, and
WHEREAS, on March 19, 2008, mayors, elected and appointed officials met again with the Governor's Deputy chief of Staff, other members of the administration, and the State Police, reiterating this fair solution, and recommended that the administration set the appropriate surcharge rates that would cover the shortfall, as well as that monies collected may also be returned to communities to cover additional court security expenses,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of River Edge, County of Bergen, hereby resolves that it endorses the sensible solution proposed to
raise surcharges on motor vehicle fines rather than rely on New Jersey property tax payers to fund any State Police shortfall,
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the Governor, the Legislators of the 39th District, and the New Jersey League of Municipalities.

April 21, 2008

********

#08-179 Change Order Approval and Amendatory Contract to Hutton Construction, LLC for the Wayne Avenue Pump Station Project


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on December 17, 2008 via resolution #07-414 to Hutton Construction, LLC, 41 Village Park Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey, 07009 in the amount of $738,729.00; and


WHEREAS Change Order #1 in the amount of $6,750.00 which reflects an additional cost to cut down and dispose of three (3) large caliper trees adjacent to the existing pump station on the neighboring property; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session of April 21, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and Borough Engineer have recommended the above change.


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1591-200 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $6,750.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Hutton Construction, LLC for Change Order #1 in the amount of $6,750.00.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute said contract, and Change Order #1.

April 21, 2008

********

#08-180 Change Order Approval and Amendatory Contract to Hutton Construction, LLC for the Wayne Avenue Pump Station Project


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on December 17, 2008 via resolution #07-414 to Hutton Construction, LLC, 41 Village Park Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey, 07009 in the amount of $738,729.00, and Change Order #1 via resolution #08-179 in the amount of $6,750.00 dated April 21, 2008; and


WHEREAS Change Order #2 in the amount of $12,840.62 which reflects an additional cost to remove and replace the existing roof; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session of April 21, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator and Borough Engineer have recommended the above change.


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1591-200 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $12,840.62; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Hutton Construction, LLC for Change Order #2 in the amount of $12,840.62.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute said contract, and Change Order #2.

April 21, 2008

********

#08-181 Emergency Temporary Budget
WHEREAS, an emergency condition has arisen with respect to the items below and no adequate provision has been made in the 2008 temporary budget for the aforesaid purposes, and N.J.S. 40A:4-2 provides for the creation of an emergency temporary appropriation for the purposes mentioned above; and

WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2008 equals $6,754,924.56; and

WHEREAS, the line items and appropriation amounts listed below have been included in the budget as approved on introduction and will be included in the budget as finally adopted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S. 40:4-2:

1.  An emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for:


TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION - 2008
                  


Operations


Operations

General Appropriation


Within CAPS


Excluded CAPS
Tax Assessment Administration


Other Expenses 20-1502

$  1,200.00

Revenue Administration


Salaries & Wages 20-1451
$  1,000.00

Financial Administration


Salaries & Wages 20-1301
$  2,000.00

Vehicle Maintenance


Salaries & Wages 26-3151
$  2,000.00


Other Expenses 26-3152

$ 10,000.00

Other Code Enforcement


Salaries & Wages 22-2001
$  1,300.00

Recycling


Salaries & Wages 26-3051
$    500.00

Maintenance of Parks


Salaries & Wages 28-3751
$  2,000.00

Municipal Court


Salaries & Wages 43-4901
$  2,000.00

Bus


Salaries & Wages 27-3311
$  1,000.00


Other Expenses 27-3312

$    100.00

Other Public Works


Other Expenses 26-3002

$  2,000.00

Public Health Services

Other Expenses 27-3302

$  1,000.00

Maintenance of Free Public Library







Other Expenses 29-3902





$12,000.00

Celebration of Public Events


Other Expenses 30-4202-100
$  8,000.00

Utilities


Petroleum 31-4472-166

$ 10,000.00


Electricity 31-4482-076

$ 30,000.00

Sewer System


Other Expenses 31-4554-030
$  5,000.00

Sewer System Stormwater


Other Expenses 31-5108-100




$ 3,000.00

Social Security System


Other Expenses 36-4722-100
$ 15,000.00

Total Operations Including


Contingent Within “CAPS”
$ 94,100.00

Total Other Operations


Excluded from “CAPS”





$15,000.00

Total Temporary General


Appropriations


$109,100.00

April 21, 2008

********
#08-182 Authorize Refund 259 Johnson Avenue, T/A Dinallo’s 


WHEREAS, the Borough Clerk received a check in the amount of $200.00 made payable to State of New Jersey Division of A.B.C. as well as a check in the amount of $2,500 made payable to the Borough of River Edge for a liquor license renewal for 2008-2009 for 259 Johnson Avenue, T/A Dinallo’s; and


WHEREAS, the $200.00 check was incorrectly deposited in the Borough’s Current Account; and


WHEREAS, Robert Dinallo, owner of Dinallo’s, issued a new check in the amount of $200.00 made payable to the State of New Jersey Division of A.B.C. which was mailed to the State.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is

hereby authorized to issue a refund check in the amount of $200.00 payable to Robert Dinallo, 259 Johnson Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey 07661.
April 21, 2008

********

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve resolution #08-183.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice voted yes, Councilwoman Fletcher voted no and Councilman Higgins was absent.

#08-183 Adopting 2008 Municipal Budget as Amended


WHEREAS, the 2008 Municipal Budget was approved by resolution #08-125 on March 18, 2008; and


WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-6, was advertised in THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS on April 11, 2008; and


WHEREAS, a public hearing on the budget was held on April 21, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the budget was amended on April 21, 2008 via resolution #08-175 advertised April 11, 2008 with a hearing on April 21, 2008.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Local Municipal Budget as Amended appropriating $14,699,648.12 be hereby adopted for the fiscal year 2008.

April 21, 2008

********
#08-184 Authorize Refund from Recreation Dedicated Account
WHEREAS, two (2) residents had signed up for the following Recreation Programs and were unable to attend due to an injury and a family emergency; and

WHEREAS, they had paid in full for these programs; and  

WHEREAS, a refund will be made to the following:

Keith Kanestrin



$35.00

772 Bogert Road



Men’s Softball Program

River Edge, NJ 07661

Ian Doris




$30.00

418 The Fenway



Rutgers Safety Certification

River Edge, NJ  07661

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a total of $65.00 be refunded from the Recreation Dedicated Account to the above listed persons.

April 21, 2008

*******

#08-185 Amend Resolution #08-165 Award Professional Services Contract for Maintenance of River Edge Athletic Field Facilities


WHERAS, resolution #08-l65 Award Professional Services Contract for Maintenance of River Edge Athletic Field Facilities was approved by the Governing Body on April 7, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the certification of funds was incorrect; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from the Trust fund for Public Park and Playing Field Maintenance in the amount of $8,090.00 and from the Open Space Fund(08-72MOE)in the amount of $19,413.50 for a total amount of $27,503.50.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to correct her records.

April 21, 2008 
********
#08-186 Resolution for the Provision of the State Uniform Construction Code Enforcement Services by the Borough of Tenafly and the Borough of Haworth and the Borough of Harrington Park and the Borough of Cresskill and the Borough of River Edge and the Borough of Alpine

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, the Borough of Haworth (“Haworth”), the Borough of Harrington Park (“Harrington Park”), the Borough of Cresskill (“Cresskill”) and the Borough of River Edge (“River Edge”), the Borough of Alpine (Alpine) are of the opinion that it would be advantageous to the residents, property owners, taxpayers, builders and contractors of Tenafly, Haworth, Harrington Park, Cresskill, River Edge and Alpine to provide the enforcement of the State Uniform Construction Code as required by the State Uniform Construction Code Act N.J.S.A. 52:27D-119; and

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.5(j)1. requires that where a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest between a person employed by a municipal enforcing agency as the Construction or Sub-Code Official or as an Inspector shall not perform any inspection or enforcement procedure with respect to any property or business in which he or she, or any close relative or household member, or his or her superior within the enforcing agency or any close relative or household member of such superior, or any other public official or employee having any direct or indirect control over the funding or operations of the enforcing agency or any close relative or household member of any such public official or employee has an economic interest; and

WHEREAS, the above municipalities seek to provide an alternative to providing inspection and enforcement procedures without a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that where a conflict of interest or an appearance of a conflict of interest as defined in the State Uniform Construction Code Act N.J.S.A. 52:27D-119 the Construction Code Official is authorized to make arrangements with any municipality named in this resolution to provide any construction review(s) and/or inspection(s) as are necessary and required under the State Uniform Construction Code. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 

1. All municipalities shall be a member in good standing with the Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund.

2. All permit applications shall remain with the municipality where the original application was made.

3. All permit fees and surcharges shall remain with the municipality where the original application was made.

4. No compensation shall be paid by the municipality receiving the services.

April 21, 2008

********
#08-187 Authorize Tax Collector to Transfer 2007 Tax Payments 

WHEREAS, the preliminary tax payments for Block 404 Lot 10 were made in

the amount of $5,538.50 

WHEREAS, the property was sub-divided in 2007.

WHEREAS, the payments made under the original lot should be transferred
to the 4th quarter 2007 under the new lot.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector adjust her records
by transferring the tax payments as follows:

Block/Lot
   Property

    Transfer from 
Transfer to

404/10
   44 River Edge Rd.
   $5,538.50

404/10/C0005   44E River Edge Rd.
   


$5,538.50
April 21, 2008

*******
#08-188 Authorize Refund of 2007 Tax Over Payments 

WHEREAS, property known as 782 Kinderkamack road (Block 409,

Lot 49) and property known as 788 Kinderkamack road (Block 409, Lot 50) were combined in 2007.

WHEREAS, the preliminary taxes that were billed and paid under
the original Lot 49 show as an over payment for 2007. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor issue
a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot

Owner/Address



Refund Due:

409/49

Newman-Kahn Realty, LLC


$4,066.10




47 River Edge Road




River Edge, NJ 07661
April 21, 2008

*********
#08-189 Authorize Refund of 2007 Tax Over Payments
WHEREAS, the following property was sub-divided in 2007.

WHEREAS, the preliminary taxes that were billed and paid under the
original lot show as an over payment for 2007. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor issue a
refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot

Owner/address



Refund Due:
304/1


D A B Builders, Inc.


$6,448.70





141 Cedar Road





New Milford, NJ 07646
April 21, 2008

********
#08-190 Change Order Approval and Amendatory Contract for the Emergency Generator Project for the Department of Public Works Building to Electro-Jet Electric LLC, 360 Warwick Turnpike, Hewitt, NJ  07474


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on December 17, 2007 via resolution #07-417 to Electro-Jet Electric LLC, 360 Warwick Turnpike, Hewitt, New Jersey 07474 in the amount of $89,146.00 and Change Order #1 via resolution #08-96 dated February 19, 2008 in the amount of $5,958.00; and


WHEREAS, Change Order #2 in the amount of $5,568.00 which           reflects the installation of remote annunciator; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session of April 21, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works and the Borough Engineer have recommended the above change.


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1534-500 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $5,568.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Electro-Jet Electric LLC for Change Order #2.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute said contract and Change Order #2.

April 21, 2008

********
#08-191 Cancel Outstanding Checks


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has had on its records outstanding check(s) for a lengthy period of time; and


WHEREAS, the bank upon which this check(s) is drawn considers the check(s) a stale–dated after six months; and


WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough to keep its records current.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following outstanding check(s) be cancelled and that the Chief Financial Officer is ordered to adjust his records accordingly.


Fund


Check #
Date


Amount
Recreation Commission
2743

8/15/07

$25.00

April 21, 2008

********


Councilman Smith read resolution #08-192 into the record.

Motion by Councilman Smith seconded by Councilman Felice to approve resolution #08-192.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

#08-192  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$1,204,682.63

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$  181,262.50     

RECREATION ACCOUNT 




$    1,267.70

ANIMAL WELFARE ACCOUNT




$       87.60       

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$      990.00

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$    1,916.45

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$    1,201.86

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$      393.60  

April 21, 2008

********

#08-193 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the April 21, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-4/21-2

Possible Acquisition of       N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(5)




  Property


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

April 21, 2008
********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-commended Bob O’Connor of the DPW for working tirelessly on a sewer problem that they had on Center Avenue.  She stated that there used to be a 25mph sign on Center and asked if someone could look into having it put back up. 
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilwoman Fletcher-wished every one in the community a very Happy Passover.  She regretfully didn’t attend Little League Opening Day because she hadn’t received their invitation.  She spoke with the Little League President, Bob Berninger and extended her apologies and wished them a successful season.
Councilman Felice-also wished everyone a Happy Passover and spoke briefly about the Pope’s visit and how inspiring and moving his message of love and forgiveness was.  He attended the opening ceremonies of Little League and was happy that it was such a beautiful day.
Councilwoman Walker-also wished everyone a Happy Passover. She stated that there were close to 400 participants in the River Edge Run this year making it a very successful event.  She also informed everyone that the proceeds will be used to purchase picnic tables for the parks.  She thanked the Town News for running the pictures of this event and reminded everyone that REGAL opening day is on May 3rd.

Councilman Lau-wished everyone a happy holiday and also stated that he was glad that there was good weather for the River Edge Run.  He encouraged everyone to look around town and take notice of the beautiful daffodils that the Beautification Committee planted.  He informed everyone that there will be a meeting of the July 4th Committee this coming Thursday.
Councilman Smith-also wished everyone and their families a Happy Passover.  He thanked everyone for all the hard work that was put into this year’s budget.  Councilman Smith spoke about Little League opening day and was happy to see the fields in such good shape because of grants that we received and thanked the many volunteers who came out to help with the additional clean up after the construction was done.  He thanked the Recreation Commission for all their hard work in preparing for the River Edge Run and making it a success and also thanked the sponsors.  He is very pleased that the Howland Avenue traffic light is finally going to be installed and feels that it will make it a much safer intersection.  Councilman Smith spoke about the Relay for Life event that will be held on May 16th and 17th at the River Dell High School and encouraged everyone to come, donate and/or participate in this wonderful cause.
Mayor Watkins-wished everyone a Happy Passover and spoke about how much fun the River Edge Run was for everyone.  She spoke briefly about the Pope’s visit and how she admires him for bringing a message of peace and love.  The Mayor spoke about the Little League Opening Day and how nice it was to see Henry Beaugard, who has been a sponsor sine 1952, throw the first ball to his grandson. She thanked everyone for coming this evening.
ADJOURNMENT – 8:45 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins was absent.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

