
   M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, December 15, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Felice to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 12, 2008 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of December 1, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice abstained.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –

Mayor Watkins read the plaque that was presented to Councilman Chris Lau into the record as follows:
PRESENTED TO CHRIS LAU
FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP AND HARD WORK

UNQUESTIONABLE INTEGRITY AND

DESIRE TO SERVE IN THE BEST INTERESTS

OF ALL BOROUGH RESIDENTS

GIVEN WITH OUR GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION

MAYOR MARGARET FALAHEE WATKINS

AND

COUNCIL

2000 – 2008
Councilman Lau stated that he has enjoyed serving on the Council and he will miss it very much.  He continued by saying that there have been different Council members over the years but they have always worked together for the betterment of River Edge.  He stated that it’s been a pleasure and thanked everyone for being his friends.

********
Mayor Watkins read the plaque that was presented to Councilman Felice into the record as follows:

PRESENTED TO JOHN FELICE

FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP AND HARD WORK

UNQUESTIONABLE INTEGRITY AND

DESIRE TO SERVE IN THE BEST INTERESTS

OF ALL BOROUGH RESIDENTS

GIVEN WITH OUR GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION

MAYOR MARGARET FALAHEE WATKINS

AND

COUNCIL

2005 – 2008
Councilman Felice stated that it has been an honor to serve with this Council over the last four years and thanked everyone for their camaraderie, candor and hard work.  He also thanked the administrative staff for all of their help over the years and considers it an honor to have been able to serve the residents of River Edge.

********
Councilwoman Fletcher read the proclamation that was presented to Councilman Chris Lau into the record as follows:


WHEREAS Chris Lau was first elected to office in 1999 to serve a three year term as Councilman for the Borough of River Edge; and 


WHEREAS Chris Lau went on to serve three terms, totaling nine years on the River Edge Council after being re-elected in 2002 and again in 2005; and 


WHEREAS during his time in office, Chris Lau served as liaison to various committees and commissions, including:  Recreation, Beautification, and the Library Board; and 


WHEREAS, Chris Lau served on the Contracts Committee and the Finance Committee and also served as an alternate on the Insurance Committee; and


WHEREAS Chris Lau served as Co-Chair for the Fourth of July Committee for five years, often ending the parade by singing “God Bless America”; and


WHEREAS as a founding member of the Men’s Softball Team, he continually provided the Mayor and Council with regular updates on the teams and their scores; and


WHEREAS Chris Lau will always be affectionately known as “Charlie”, and


WHEREAS Chris Lau continually promoted the values of neighbor helping neighbor within the community.


Now THEREFORE be it resolved that the members of the River Edge Mayor and Council thank Chris Lau for his years of service and for helping to make River Edge a better community.   






    Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

December 15, 2008

********
Councilman Higgins read the proclamation that was presented to Councilman John Felice into the record as follows:


WHEREAS John Felice was appointed to office in 2005; and 


WHEREAS John served four years on the River Edge Council after being elected in 2006; and 


WHEREAS during his time in office, John Felice served as liaison to the Shade Tree Commission and the Environmental Commission; and 


WHEREAS John Felice served as a member of the Web-Site Committee and the Health Insurance Committee and as an alternate for the Finance Committee; and


WHEREAS John Felice assisted with the Mayor’s wellness campaign to promote a healthier community by encouraging students to walk to school; and             


WHEREAS John Felice has been a strong advocate in promoting the strengthening of the business community in River Edge; 


Now THEREFORE be it resolved the members of the River Edge Mayor and Council thank John Felice for his years of service and for helping to make River Edge a better community.   





Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

December 15, 2008

********

Alan Negreann presented the Mayor and Council both past and present with an award they received from the New Jersey Municipal Management Association.  The Mayor and Council received the Elected Officials Award who have consistently supported professional government management and who support the career development of their municipal staff.
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the resignation of Donald Mullen from the Shade Tree Commission effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary increase of Clay Marcoux, Administrative Police Coordinator, Police Department, from an annual salary of $49,654.00 to $50,134.00 due to a longevity increase to $960.00.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the appointment of James Lynch, Jr., 64 Chatham Road, Hewitt, New Jersey to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Cablevision – 12/1/08





Re:  Tariffs


Letter
-
Dept. of Transportation – 12/1/08





Re:  No Aid for Howland Avenue, Section 4


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 12/1/08





Re:  Subsidiaries of Cablevision Petition


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 12/2/08





Re:  Meeting – 12/3/08


Letter
-
Bergen County Utilities Authority – 12/4/08





Re:  2009 Proposed Budget


Memo
-

Lola Bachok – Tax Collector – 12/4/08





Re:  2008 Tax Sale


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 12/5/08





Re:  Hazardous Discharge Notification


Letter
-
Verizon – 12/5/08





Re:  Services Offered


Notice
-
Township of Teaneck – 12/8/08





Re:  Adoption of Master Plan


Letter
-
Donald R. Mullen– 12/8/08





Re: Resignation from Shade Tree Commission

Notice
-
Hackensack Zoning Board of Adjustment–12/8/08





Re:  100 Commerce Way, Bl. 504.02, Lt. 14.11

Notice
-
Paramus Planning Board – 12/9/08





Re:  Meeting - Amendment to Master Plan 

Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 12/11/08





Re:  Ordinance passed 

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Board of Health


-
November 2008


Department of Public Works
-
November 2008


Code Enforcement


-
November 2008


Building Department

-
November 2008


Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
November 12, 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1636 as follows:

Ordinance #1636 – A CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SENIOR CITIZEN BUS IN SAID BOROUGH, AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $28,130.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FUNDS FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE TO PAY THE COST THEREOF


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1636 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1636
A CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SENIOR CITIZEN BUS IN SAID BOROUGH, AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $28,130.00 FROM BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FUNDS FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE TO PAY THE COST THEREOF


BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen State of New Jersey as follows:


Section 1.  The Borough of River Edge shall purchase a Senior Citizen Bus.  Such purchase shall be made in accordance with specifications prepared by the Borough herein authorized.

Other expenses, including but not limited to advertising, accounting, legal expenses and expenses to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law are permitted.


Section 2.  The Borough shall expend $28,130.00 for the purchase authorized in Section 1 hereof.  Said sum of $28,130.00 is a grant from the 2008 Community Development Block Grant Funds, County of Bergen, and is appropriated by the Borough by special rider in budgets hereinbefore authorized.


Section 3.  Such purchase is hereby determined and declared to be a Capital Expenditure which the Borough may lawfully make pursuant to law.


Section 4.  This ordinance shall take affect at the time and in the manner provided by law.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

*******
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1632 as follows: 

Ordinance #1632 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 370 “SUNDAY ACTIVITIES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

Ordinance #1632 was introduced by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the December 1, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1632

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 370 “SUNDAY ACTIVITIES” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 370 “Sunday Activities” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby deleted.

SECTION I: All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


SECTION II:   If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable there from.


SECTION III: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







   Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk
Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1632

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Felice to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1632

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1632

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to adopt Ordinance #1632.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1633 as follows:

Ordinance #1633 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 314 “PEDDLING AND SOLICITING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Ordinance #1633 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau at the December 1, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1633

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 314 “PEDDLING AND SOLICITING” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 314 “Peddlers and Soliciting” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended as follows:


Section I: Chapter 314 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

314.    DOOR-TO-DOOR COMMERCIAL SOLICITATION*.
I.    Statement of Purpose.


It is the purpose of this section to protect the safety of residents of the Borough of River Edge, to prevent fraud from being perpetrated upon them and to protect their privacy, while balancing such interests against the opportunity for commercial, political, religious, charitable, and nonprofit organizations to exercise their rights of free speech. 

 

II.   Word Usage and Definitions.

a.
Word Usage. For the purpose of this section, certain words or phrases shall be interpreted in the following manner:

1.
Words used in the present tense include the future tense.

2.
Words used in the singular include the plural, and conversely words in the plural include the singular.

3.
The word "shall" is mandatory and not discretionary.

4.
The use of the masculine gender shall include the feminine gender.

b.
Definitions. Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this section shall be interpreted so as to give them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this section its most reasonable application.


Applicant shall mean a person or entity seeking to obtain a permit for solicitation from the Borough of River Edge.


Borough shall mean the Borough of River Edge, Bergen County, New Jersey.


Employer shall mean any individual or entity providing compensation, in any form whatsoever, to an individual engaged in solicitation within the Borough of River Edge.


Permit shall mean a permit for solicitation issued by the Borough of River Edge pursuant to the provisions of this section.


Solicitation shall mean to go in or upon private property in the Borough of River Edge without having been invited to do so by the owner or occupant, for the purpose of (1) advertising, promoting, or selling any product, goods, or service; or (2) conducting market research or a market or opinion survey regarding commercial products or services. By way of illustration and not of limitation, solicitors shall include peddlers, hawkers, itinerant merchants and transient vendors of goods or services. Solicitation shall also include the placement upon private property of handbills or other written material advertising goods or services for sale. Solicitation shall also include the sale of goods or services which the solicitor promises to donate or delivery to a charitable or other nonprofit institution on behalf of the purchaser. Solicitation shall not include the entry upon private property without prior invitation of the owner or occupant by any person representing an entity which (1) qualifies for tax exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code; (2) qualifies for exemption from property tax under N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.6; (3) qualified for exemption from sales tax under N.J.S.A. 54:32B-9; or (4) was created under or is otherwise subject to the provisions of Title 15A of the New Jersey Statutes. 

 

III.    Permit Required.


No person or entity shall engage in solicitation within the Borough without first having obtained a permit pursuant to the provisions of this section. Failure to obtain a permit prior to solicitation shall constitute a violation of this section. Each day of solicitation without a valid permit shall constitute a separate violation of the section. 

 

IV.    Exemptions from Provisions of Section.


Door-to-door canvassing, solicitation, campaigning, advocacy, education, proselytizing, handbill distribution, or other entry upon private property by individuals representing any entity which (1) qualifies for tax-exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code; (2) qualified for exemption from property tax under N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.6; (3) qualifies for exemption from sales tax under N.J.S.A. 54:32B-9; or, (4) was created under or is otherwise subject to the provisions of Title 15A of the New Jersey Statutes, shall be exempt from the provisions of this section. Solicitation of donations by any such organizations shall not constitute solicitation as defined in this section. Individuals representing such organizations may request a copy of the Borough's "Do Not Solicit" list for their information, but no penalties shall be imposed if they enter in or upon a property identified on the "Do Not Solicit" list. 

 

V.    Application for Permit.

a.
Any person seeking to engage in solicitation within the Borough shall apply to the Borough Clerk for solicitation permit.

b.
An applicant for a solicitation permit shall be required to provide the following information in writing:

1.
The name of each individual who will engage in solicitation within the Borough;

2.
The present address of each individual who will engage in solicitation within the Borough.

3.
As to each such individual, whether the individual has ever been convicted of a crime, and if so, the nature of the conviction, where convicted, the date of conviction, and the penalty imposed;

4.
The employer or organization for which solicitation will be made;

5.
The address of the employer or organization;

6.
The telephone number of the employer or organization;

7.
The name of the contact person at the offices of the employer or organization;

8.  The type of goods or services to be sold, or the type of survey or research to be conducted; 

9.  As to any vehicle to be used by the applicant, the make, model, year, color and license plate information of the vehicle; and 

10. The expected dates of solicitation within the Borough.

c.
An applicant for a solicitation permit shall also be required to produce photo identification, which the Police Department will photocopy and attach to the application form.

d.
The application form shall be signed by the applicant, under penalty of perjury.

e.
Application forms, including photographic identification, shall be retained by the Police Department.

f.
There shall be a $20.00 fee for a solicitation permit.

g.
Misrepresentation, false statements, or failure to disclose information on the solicitation permit application form shall constitute a violation of this section.

VI.    Issuance of Permit.


The Chief of Police or his designee, shall issue a permit and identification badge upon completion of the solicitation permit application form. The permit and badge shall be issued to any and all applicants who complete the application form and provide photo identification. A separate permit and badge shall be issued to each individual who engages in solicitation within the Borough. The permit shall be signed by the Chief of Police or, his designee. The permit shall state the name of the individual, the business or organization for which solicitation is made, and the date the permit was issued. 

 

VII.    Carrying and Displaying Solicitation Permit and Badge.


Each individual engaging in solicitation within the Borough shall carry the permit issued to him upon his person and display his badge at all times while soliciting within the Borough, and shall produce the permit and badge if requested to do so by the police or any resident. Failure to carry the permit and/or display the badge during solicitation shall constitute a violation of this section. 

 

VIII.    Time Limits on Solicitation.

a.
A solicitation permit shall be effective for thirty (30) days after the date it is issued. Solicitation without a valid permit in effect shall constitute a violation of this section.

b.
Solicitation shall take place within the Borough only between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. Solicitors are encouraged to wear reflective clothing and/or to carry flashlights if soliciting after dark.

 IX    "Do Not Solicit" List.

a.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any other section of this section, any person or entity owning property within the Borough may register such property on a "Do Not Solicit" list.

b.
Registration for the "Do Not Solicit" list shall be made as follows:

1.
The "Do Not Solicit" list shall be maintained by the Police Department.

2.
It shall consist solely of property addresses, and shall include no further identifying information concerning the ownership of each property.

3.
The Tax Assessor shall notify the Police Department of any change in ownership of property within the Borough. The Police Department shall remove from the "Do Not Solicit" list any property which has changed ownership.

c.
The Chief of Police or his designee, shall provide a copy of the "Do Not Solicit" list to each and every applicant to whom a permit is issued pursuant to this section. Upon request, the Chief of Police or his alternate shall also make available a copy of the "Do Not Solicit" list to any individual or entity otherwise exempt from the provisions of this section which intends to engage in door to door canvassing, solicitation, campaigning, advocacy, education, proselytizing, or handbill distribution.

d.
Solicitation at any address identified on the "Do Not Solicit" list shall constitute a violation of this section. Each and every solicitation at an address identified on the "Do Not Solicit" list shall constitute a separate violation of the section.

 

X.  Penalties.


For a violation of any provision of this section, the maximum penalty, upon conviction thereof, shall be a fine not exceeding one thousand two hundred fifty ($1,250.00) dollars or imprisonment for up to ninety (90) days or a period of community service not exceeding ninety (90) days, or any combination thereof. Each and every day in which a violation of any provision of this section exists shall constitute a separate violation. 

SECTION II: All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


SECTION III:   If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable there from.


SECTION IV: This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.





Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1633

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1633

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1633

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to adopt Ordinance #1633.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1634 as follows:

Ordinance #1634 AN ORDINANCE AMENIDNG CHAPTER 400, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE III, TRAFFIC REGULATION, SCHEDULE 24


Ordinance #1634 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau at the December 1, 2008 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1634

AN ORDINANCE AMENIDNG CHAPTER 400, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, ARTICLE III, TRAFFIC REGULATION, SCHEDULE 24


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that Chapter 400, “Vehicles and Traffic” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended as follows:


Section 1.  400-24 Traffic Control Signals.

Add the following designated locations:

Bogert Road and Howland Avenue
Hackensack Avenue & Main Street & New Bridge Road
Kinderkamack Road and Continental Avenue-Jordan Drive

Kinderkamack Road and Main Street

Kinderkamack Road and Midland Avenue

Kinderkamack Road and Voorhis Avenue


Section II. All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1634

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1634

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1634

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1634.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1635 as follows:
Ordinance #1635 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”


Ordinance #1635 was introduced by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the December 1, 2008 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1635

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION I:


Chapter 206 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented by the addition and changes thereto of the following which shall be added or changed to the list of fees and charges on file with the Borough Clerk.  


Section 206-2 – Schedule of Fees

Sub-section EE – Miscellaneous Fees
     Amend as follows: 



     Shopping Carts  -   $47.00
Sub-section EE – Miscellaneous Fees

ADD: Web Site Advertising -$25.00 
SECTION II:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

SECTION III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

SECTION IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1635

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1635

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1635

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adopt Ordinance #1635.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-448 and resolution #08-451 through #08-463.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-448 Authorize Chief Financial Officer to Cancel Grant Fund Appropriation for the Bergen County Open Space Trust Grant-Cherry Hill School Passive Park

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge received approval for a grant through the Bergen County Open Space Trust Grant Program (OST-RIVED2-04) 9/l/05-8/31/06; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has on its books and records a Capital Fund Improvement Authorization (Ordinance #1530) in the amount of $4,378.06 and an Account Receivable of $4,378.06; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has investigated the Capital Fund Improvement Authorization (Ordinance #1530) and Accounts Receivable balance and has recommended that they be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to cancel the Capital Fund Improvement Authorization (Ordinance #1530) appropriation for the Bergen County Open Space Trust Grant (#OST-RIVED2-04). 9/1/05-8/31/06 in the amount of $4,378.06 and the Accounts Receivable balance of $4,378.06.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust the records accordingly.

December 15, 2008

********

Councilman Smith-asked for clarification on resolution #08-449.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve resolution #08-449.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-449 Cancel Unexpended Appropriations


WHEREAS, the following Current Fund Budget Appropriation balances are unexpended:



Interlocal Municipal Service Agreements



  County of Bergen Snow Removal



      Salaries & Wages 11-1011………………………………………………$280.00


WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balance so that a CAP Base Adjustment is not necessary in 2009 in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.49.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the above listed unexpended balance of the Current Fund be cancelled.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to adjust his records accordingly.
December 15, 2008

********
Councilman Smith-also asked for clarification on resolution #08-450.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Felice to approve resolution #08-450.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-450 Cancel Unexpended and Dedicated Balances


WHEREAS, certain General Capital Improvement authorization balances remain dedicated to projects now completed; and


WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended balances may be returned to each respective Capital Improvement Fund or credited to Fund Balance and unused debt authorized may be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the following unexpended and dedicated balances of General Capital Authorization be cancelled.




    UNFUNDED

  CAPITAL

ORDINANCE

DEFERRED CHARGES

FUND BALANCE
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
   1495





  $  469.46

1503

  $4,305.31

December 15, 2008

********
#08-451 Amend Agreement with Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 1100 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 for Professional Services as Labor Attorney for the Borough


WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain legal services for the purpose of Labor and Employment Services; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 1100 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 on January 1, 2008 via resolution #08-25 in the amount of $3,000.00, amended via resolution #08-218 in the amount of $4,000.00 on May 19, 2008, amended via resolution #08-370 in the amount of $7,000.00 on September 15, 2008 and amended via #08-423 in the amount of $5,000.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for legal services; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on December 15, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-168 of the Current Fund in an amount not to exceed $6,000.00.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor an Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an amended agreement with Matthew Giacobbe, Esq., Scarinci & Hollenbeck, LLC, 1100 Valley Brook Avenue, P.O. Box 790, Lyndhurst, New Jersey, 07071-3877 in the amount of $6,000.00.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

December 15, 2008

********

#08-452 Rescind Resolution #08-376 Entering Into Agreement with Morton Fridman, M.D.


WHEREAS, resolution #08-376, a resolution to enter into agreement with Morton Fridman, M.D., 185 East Palisade Avenue, Apt. A6A, Englewood, New Jersey, 07631 to perform psychiatric examinations for the promotion to the position of Lieutenant in the Police Department.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that resolution #08-376 dated September 15, 2008 is hereby rescinded.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to change her records accordingly.

December 15, 2008

********
#08-453  Grant Raffle License to HSA St. Peter Academy


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an Off Premise  Prize Raffle to be issued to the HAS St. Peter Academy, 431 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #610, I.D. 423-5-31194 to take place at 431 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey on January 18, 2009 from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

December 15, 2008

********
#08-454 Transfer of Funds

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 49:4-59 permits the transfer of appropriations during the last two months of the fiscal year from accounts showing unexpended balances to accounts in which commitments may exceed the original budgeted appropriations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following transfers be authorized:

FROM: Legal Services O/E


20-1552-028

$ 1,200.00 

  TO: Public Employees Retirement System
36-4712-100

$ 1,200.00

FROM: Legal Services O/E


20-1552-028

$ 2,000.00

  TO: Animal Welfare



27-3402-100

$ 2,000.00

FROM: Legal Services O/E


20-1552-028

$25,000.00

FROM: Group Insurance Plan O/E

23-2202-090

$10,000.00

  TO: SUI O/E




23-2252-100

$35,000.00

FROM: Zoning Board O/E



21-1852-169

$ 3,000.00

  TO: United Water O/E



31-4462-169

$ 3,000.00

FROM: Legal Services O/E


20-1552-028

$ 1,000.00

  TO: Construction Official S/W

22-1951-011

$ 1,000.00
  

FROM: Financial Admin. S/W


20-1301-011

$     1.00

  TO: Admin. of Social Services S/W

27-3451-011

$     1.00

FROM: Financial Admin. S/W


20-1301-011

$ 2,000.00

  TO: Recreation S/W



28-3701-011

$ 2,000.00

FROM: General Admin. O/E


20-1002-028

$ 1,500.00

  TO: Shade Tree O/E



26-3022-170

$ 1,500.00

FROM: Group Insurance Plan O/E

23-2202-090

$15,000.00

  TO: Engineering Services O/E

20-1652-173

$15,000.00

FROM: General Admin. O/E


20-1001-028

$ 2,000.00

FROM: Public Information O/E


20-1012-126

$ 1,000.00

FROM: Municipal Clerk O/E


20-1202-021

$ 5,000.00

FROM: Economic Development S/W

20-1741-011

$13,800.00

FROM: Planning Board O/E


21-1802-036

$ 1,000.00

FROM: Public Health O/E



27-3302-028

$ 2,000.00

FROM: Social Security



36-4722-100

$ 7,600.00

  TO: Library O/E




29-3902-100

$32,400.00

December 15, 2008

********
#08-455 Enter Into Agreement with Bart Rossi, Ph.D., Rossi Psychological Group, P.A., 62 East Main Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876

WHEREAS, there exists a need to retain professional services for the purpose of performing psychological examinations for the promotion to the position of Lieutenant in the Police Department; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, the Bart Rossi, Ph.D., Rossi Psychological Group, P.A. meets the criteria for a professional service contract under N.J.S.A. 40A;11-1; and


WHEREAS, Bart Rossi, Ph.D., Rossi Psychological Group, P.A. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Bart Rossi, Ph.D., Rossi Psychological Group, P.A. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Bart Rossi, Ph.D., Rossi Psychological Group, P.A. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1002-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $2,750.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Bart Rossi, Ph.D.,Rossi Psychological Group, P.A., 62 East Main Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876; and

2. The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.
4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

December 15, 2008

********
#08-456  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the December 15, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-12/15-2

Personnel – Hiring of a Police   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




     Officer


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

December 15, 2008
********
#08-457 Change in Personnel Policy & Procedure Manual, Section IV, Subject 10, Family Leave


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge adopted a Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual on March 7, 1983 via resolution #83-58; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge desire to change Section IV, Subject 10 with regard to Family Leave Policy; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council considered at their work session on December 15, 2008 making those changes to the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual of the Borough of River Edge shall be changed in the following manner:

1. Add the following paragraph to Section IV, Leave, Subject 10, Family Leave Policy

Policy

In accordance with the New Jersey Family Leave Act (NJFLA), N.J.S.A.34:11B-1 et seq. employees of the Borough of River Edge who have been employed by the Borough for at least twelve (12) months and have worked at least 1,000 base hours in the preceding twelve (12) months are entitled to family leave for up to twelve (12) weeks in a twenty-four (24) month period. A covered employee may take unpaid leave under the NJFLA for the following:

1. Bond with a child during the first twelve (12) months after the child’s birth, if the covered employee or the domestic partner or civil union partner of the covered employee is the biological parent of the child, or the first twelve (12) months after the placement of a child for adoption with the covered employee, or

2. Care for a family member with a serious health condition supported by a certification provided by a health care provider. 

“Family member” means a child, spouse, domestic partner, civil union partner or parent of a covered employee

“Child” means a biological, adopted, or foster child, stepchild or legal ward of a covered employee, child of a domestic partner of the covered employee, or child of a civil union partner of the covered employee, who is less than nineteen (19) years of age or is nineteen (19) years of age or older by incapable of self-care because of mental or physical impairment.

      Where the need for leave is foreseeable due to the birth or adoption of a child, the employee must provide at least thirty (30) days notice to the employee’s Department Head.

      Where leave is due to the serious health condition of a family member, the employee must provide thirty (30) days advance notice, unless emergent circumstances warrant less notice.

      If the need for leave is unforeseeable, the employee must provide notice as soon as practicable.  Under most circumstances this will require the employee to provide notice within two (2) working days of discovery of the need for NJFLA leave.  However, an employee need not provide such notice where extraordinary circumstances make it impossible. If an employee does not provide proper notice and has no reasonable explanation for delay, the Borough may delay the leave until proper notice is given.

December 15, 2008

********
#08-458 Amend Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services for the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Bob Costa, Borough Engineer via resolution #08-398 dated October 20, 2008 in the amount of $10,000.00; and 


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for professional services related to the Reconstruction of Riverside Way, Design and Inspect; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $15,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on December 15, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

5. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

6. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of     Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

7. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

December 15, 2008

*******
#08-459 Amend Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to the 2009 Howland Avenue and Kinderkamack Road Intersection Improvement Project (Howland Avenue Traffic Light Design)
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to the 2009 Howland Avenue and Kinderkamack Road Intersection Improvement Project (Howland Avenue Traffic Light Design); and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Bob Costa, Borough Engineer via resolution #08-94 dated February 19, 2008 in the amount of $25,000.00; and 


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for professional services related to the 2009 Howland Avenue and Kinderkamack Road Intersection Improvement Project (Howland Avenue Traffic Light Design); and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund in the amount of $21,100.00 and Account #04-2150-55-1568-100 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $3,900.00 for a total amount not to exceed $25,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on December 15, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

8. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

9. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

10. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

December 15, 2008

*******
#08-460 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund 2008 Tax Over Payment 

WHEREAS, the following homeowners and their mortgage company both
made a payment for the 4th quarter 2008 taxes on the following properties; and
WHEREAS, the tax office received a written request from the
homeowner to refund the overpaid amount to them.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is
hereby authorized to issue refund checks in the following amounts and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot

Owner/Property



Refund Due:
803/2


Thomas & Cheryl Magill


$2,230.49




127 Manning Ave.




River Edge, NJ 07661

807/18

Anthony & Tammy Daniele


$2,683.95




138 Kensington Rd.




River Edge, NJ 07661
December 15, 2008

********
#08-461   Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services to Design 2009 Kinderkamack Road North Phase 1B
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services to design 2009 Kinderkamack Road North Phase 1B; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $25,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

11. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

12. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of     Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

13. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

14. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

December 15, 2008

*******
#08-462 Purchase of One Police Car Through State Contract


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge desires to purchase one (1) Police Vehicle, Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor, four door, from Winner Ford, 250 Haddonfield-Berlin Road, Cherry Hill, NJ  08034; and


WHEREAS, the vendor, Winner, is an approved State Contract participant, bearing the State Contract #A72467; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-25-2402-051 in an amount not to exceed $23,468.00.


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-1.2 requires that any local contracting unit purchasing pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12, must award the contract by a resolution of the Governing Body.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is authorized to accept the State Contract bid on one (1) police car as per the State’s specifications in an amount not to exceed $23,468.00.

December 15, 2008
********
#08-463 Cancel Unexpended and Dedicated Balances


WHEREAS, certain General Capital Improvement appropriation balances remain dedicated to projects now completed; and


WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended balances may be returned to each respective Capital Improvement Fund or credited to Fund Balance and unused debt authorized may be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that the following unexpended and dedicated balances of General Capital Appropriation be cancelled:




    UNFUNDED

CAPITAL
    CAPITAL

ORDINANCE 

DEFERRED CHARGES
   FUND BALANCE
IMPROVEMENT FUND 



1591 $100,000.00

   1380





$ 12,048.15

1424 $  1,332.20

1494 $116,089.13

1569 $ 19,842.73

1515 $ 26,909.84

1534 $  7,515.40

1576 $100,000.00

1568





$100,000.00

December 15, 2008

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #08-464 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-464.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#08-464  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$634,611.20

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$ 24,791.19   

TRUST ASSESSMENT ACCOUNT



$  6,843.64           

ANIMAL WELFARE ACCOUNT




$     10.20    

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$  2,793.79        

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$  8,450.78       

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.

December 15, 2008

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Felice to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-asked for clarification on resolution #08-448 pertaining to Cherry Hill School Passive Park.
Alan Negreann-explained that we had completed all the landscaping and other work at the school and the PTO provided the 50% match to us so we’ll be returning half the money to the PTO.  The project is complete.

Scott Fletcher-152 Monroe Avenue-asked why he had to pay so much for escrow, legal fees and engineering fees for an addition on his house.
Bill Lindsley-explained that he had an unusual situation, but most applications that have more than one hundred cubic yards would be a bigger application.  He further explained that the ordinance was changed this year and under the old ordinance if you had 30 cubic yards you had to go to the Planning Board and now it has been changed to 100 cubic yards figuring that it would cover most residential additions.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Smith-commented that he had received information from the Census Bureau and explained the importance of completing and submitting the information correctly.  He further stated that the congressional representation that you get is based on the overall head count in the state and will affect state aid to communities.  Councilman Smith thanked John Lynch for buying rock salt last October before the price increase which saved the Borough a significant amount of money.  He congratulated the DPW on the safety inspection in which there were no suggestions for improvement and also commended Police Department who had a similar inspection with the same positive results.  He also feels that the residents need to be kept informed regarding the regulations of the Federal Stormwater Act because it causes significant dollars to be spent that weren’t spent five years ago. Councilman Smith stated that the Mandate Committee have reviewed a list of thousands of mandates for municipalities.
Councilman Lau-stated that high taxes and mandates are a universal problem that all municipalities are trying to deal with.
Councilman Higgins-congratulated James Lynch on his appointment to the Fire Department and was happy to see a county block grant for a senior bus.  Councilman Higgins commended the Police Department for the 100% compliance on their inspection report.  He also commended and thanked Chris Lau and John Felice for giving their time and commitment to the residents of this town and wished both of them the best of luck in future endeavors.
Councilwoman Walker-also congratulated and thanked John Felice and Chris Lau for their many years of service to the community.  Councilwoman Walker spoke about the holiday tree lighting ceremony that was held over the weekend and is happy to see so much involvement by the schools and residents alike.  She thanked the Recreation Commission for sponsoring such an enjoyable event.
Councilman Felice-stated that it isn’t an easy job serving on the Council because of the expectations of many people who hope that things can get passed very quickly, when in fact things take time.  He further stated that he has tried to bring forth his experience in everyday life and base his decisions on what is best for River Edge.  He continued by saying that although the Council doesn’t always agree, they are respectful of each other opinions and always have the best interest of the town at heart.  He is very appreciative for having the opportunity to serve on the Council and thanked his colleagues and borough employees for their help and always acting in a professional manner.
Councilwoman Fletcher-congratulated James Lynch for his appointment to the Fire Department and also congratulated River Edge resident Karnig Thomasian who won first place in the 2008 National Veteran’s Creative Arts Festival for a charcoal drawing.  She thanked Chris Lau and John Felice for giving their time, contributing to the community and leading with their passions.  Because Councilwoman Fletcher will be away on vacation, she wished the Mayor and Council, borough employees, committees, commissions and volunteers a happy, healthy and safe holiday season.

Mayor Watkins-congratulated James Lynch for his appointment to the Fire Department and also thanked the Fire Department for bringing Santa and his helpers around town on Sunday.  The Mayor also commended the Recreation Commission for putting together a wonderful tree lighting ceremony and also congratulated Karig Thomasian for his award.  The Mayor attended the Adelfi Orchestra performance at the Oradell Public School on Sunday and wished everyone a blessed holiday season.  The Mayor also thanked Chris Lau and John Felice for their time and dedication in serving on the Council and wished them all the best in the future.
ADJOURNMENT – 8:55 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Felice, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Felice and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:






