
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, May 5, 2008
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall at 8:00 p.m.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Higgins to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 21, 2007 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 21, 2007 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL:  Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Approve the revised minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and minutes of the regular meeting of April 21, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Council Lau, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins abstained, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent. 

Approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session meeting of April 28, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Smith and Councilman Felice were absent.

Councilman Smith arrived at 8:05 P.M

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –


Mayor Watkins read the proclamation declaring May 18 – May 24, 2008 as National Public Works Week as follows:

P R O C L A M A T I O N


WHEREAS,  Public Works services provided in our municipality are an integral part of our citizens’ everyday lives; and


WHEREAS, the support of an understanding and informed citizenry is vital to the efficient operation of public Works systems and programs such as sewers, streets, drainage, public buildings, recycling, leaf collection and snow plowing; and


WHEREAS, the health, safety and comfort of this community greatly depends on these facilities and services; and


WHEREAS,  the quality and effectiveness of these facilities, as well as their planning, design and construction is vitally dependent upon the efforts and skill of Public Works officials; and


WHEREAS, the efficiency of the qualified and dedicated personnel who staff Public Works Departments is materially influenced by the people’s attitude and understanding of the importance of the work they perform.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge do hereby proclaim the week of May 18 through May 24, 2008 as:

“NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK”


in The Borough of River Edge and I call upon all citizens and civic organizations to acquaint themselves with the issue involved in providing our Public Works and to recognize the contributions which Public works officials make every day to our health, safety, comfort and quality of life.







    Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated: May 5, 2008

********

Mayor Watkins read the proclamation declaring May 4 – May 10, 2008 as Municipal Clerks Week into the record as follows:

PROCLAMATION

Whereas, The Office of the Municipal Clerk, a time honored and vital part of local government exists throughout the –world; and

Whereas, The Office of the Municipal Clerk is the oldest among public servants; and

Whereas, The Office of the Municipal Clerk provides the professional link between the citizens, the local governing bodies and agencies of government at other levels; and

Whereas, Municipal Clerks have pledged to be ever mindful of the neutrality and impartiality, rendering equal service to all; and

Whereas, The Municipal Clerk serves as the information center on functions of local government and community; and

Whereas, Municipal Clerks continually strive to improve the administration of the affairs of the Office of the Municipal Clerk through participation in education programs, seminars, workshops and the annual meetings of their state, province, country and international professional organizations; and

Whereas, It is most appropriate that we recognize the accomplishments of the Office of the Municipal Clerk.
          Now, Therefore I,  Margaret Falahee Watkins,  Mayor of River Edge do recognize the week of May 4 through May 10, 2008, as Municipal Clerks Week, and further extend appreciation to our Municipal Clerk, Denise Dondiego and to all Municipal Clerks for the vital services they perform and their exemplary dedication to the communities they represent.

                                         Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins
Dated:  May 5, 2008
********

Mayor Watkins read the proclamation declaring May 18 – May 24, 2008 as Emergency Medical Services Week into the record as follows:

P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, emergency medical services is a vital public service; and

WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams are ready to provide lifesaving care to those in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and

WHEREAS, access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival and recovery rate of those who experience sudden illness or injury; and

WHEREAS, the emergency medical services system consists of emergency physicians, emergency medical technicians, paramedics, firefighters, educators, administrators and others; and

WHEREAS, the members of emergency medical services teams, whether career or volunteer, engage in thousands of hours of specialized training and continuing education to enhance their lifesaving skills; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the accomplishments of emergency medical services providers by designating Emergency Medical Services Week; and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge do hereby proclaim


May 18 – 24, 2008


as


EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK 
in River Edge, in recognition of all those engaged in emergency medical services activities and encourage the community to observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies and activities.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:

********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to approve the resignation of Grace Singleton, Senior Bus Dispatcher/Coordinator effective April 24, 2008.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
New Jersey Senate – 4/21/08





Re:  Thank you for Resolution Opposing the





  Failure of the Governor’s Proposed Budget


Letter
-
New Jersey General Assembly-4/21/08





Re:  Governor’s Proposed Budget


Letter
-
River Dell Regional Schools – 4/18/08





Re:  Thank you to Patrolman Abate


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 4/21/08





Re:  Ordinances Passed


Letter
-
REGAL – 4/25/08





Re:  Opening Day, May 3rd, 9:30 a.m.


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 4/29/08





Re:  Meeting 4/30/08


Letter
-
Grace Singleton-5/1/08





Re:  Letter of Resignation


Notice
-
Thomas Barrett, Esq. – 5/2/08





Re:  Extension of Variance-Fletcher

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Library Board


-
April 15, 2008


Historic Commission

-
March 26, 2008


Police Department


-
February/March 2008


Code Enforcement


-
April 2008


Historic Commission

-
April 2008 – No Quorum


Department of Public Works
-
April 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1617 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1617 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998)  CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”


Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1617 into the record as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1617

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION I:


Chapter 206 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented by the addition and changes thereto of the following which shall be added or changed to the list of fees and charges on file with the Borough Clerk.  


Section 206-2 – Schedule of Fees

Sub-section T – North Hackensack parking lot - DELETE IN ITS ENTIRETY

Sub-section W.  Amend as follows: 



    (2) Towing application verification fee:



    Delete:




(c) Borough fingerprint background check: $5 per card.



    (4) Towing renewal verification fee:

                Delete:

 

      (c) Borough fingerprint background check: $5 per card.
Sub-section EE – Miscellaneous Fees

ADD: Banner Fees -$15.00 
SECTION II:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

SECTION III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

SECTION IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.
********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1616 into the record as follows:

Ordinance #1616 -  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $635,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.


Ordinance #1616 was introduced by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau at the April 21, 2008 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE






ORDINANCE #1616

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $635,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.



BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:


Section 1.  The Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey (the "Borough") is hereby authorized to make various public improvements and to acquire new additional or replacement equipment and machinery, new communication and signal systems equipment, new information technology equipment and new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, in, by and for said Borough, as more particularly described in Section 4 hereof.  Said improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor.


Section 2.  There is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of making the improvements described in Sections l and 4 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purposes"), the respective amounts of money hereinafter stated as the appropriation for said respective purposes.  Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized and the down payment appropriated by this ordinance.  Said improvements shall be made as general improvements and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefited.


Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that the making of such improvements is not a current expense of said Borough.


Section 4.  The several purposes hereby authorized for the financing of which said obligations are to be issued are set forth in the following "Schedule of Improvements, Purposes and Amounts" which schedule also shows (l) the amount of the appropriation and the estimated cost of each such purpose, and (2) the amount of each sum which is to be provided by the down payment hereinafter appropriated to finance such purposes, and (3) the estimated maximum amount of bonds and notes to be issued for each such purpose, and (4) the period of usefulness of each such purpose, according to its reasonable life, computed from the date of said bonds:


SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS


A.  Funding the Borough’s share of the cost of the acquisition of a new automotive vehicle, including original apparatus and equipment, consisting of a senior citizens vehicle.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Borough has applied for a matching funds grant from the Bergen County Community Development Program for this acquisition.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$ 29,500


Down Payment Appropriated



$  1,500 


Bonds and Notes Authorized



$ 28,000


Period of Usefulness




5 years

B.  Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment for the use of various Borough departments:

Department of Public Works ("DPW")
base radio station

Fire Department
radio communication systems for Fire Cos. No. 1 and 2

portable radios

pagers

Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost        
      $ 64,800

Down Payment Appropriated



$  3,100 

Bonds and Notes Authorized



$ 61,700

Period of Usefulness




10 years



C.  Undertaking of the following improvements to public property: (i) replacement of garage doors at the DPW Building, (ii) installation of flag pole at the Little League Field and (iii) installation of an exterior book return at the Public Library.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$ 28,900


Down Payment Appropriated



$  1,380 


Bonds and Notes Authorized



$ 27,520


Period of Usefulness




15 years



D.
 Improvement of a public building consisting of installation of new carpeting and flooring at the Public Library.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$ 49,300


Down Payment Appropriated



$  2,350


Bonds and Notes Authorized



$ 46,950


Period of Usefulness




10 years



E.
Acquisition of new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for the use of the DPW consisting of (i) a dump truck and (ii) a garbage truck.  Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$227,000



Down Payment Appropriated



$ 12,270


Bonds and Notes Authorized



$214,730


Period of Usefulness




5 years 

F.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use of various Borough departments and offices:

DPW
front end loader

crane

Police Department
portable generator

Fire Department
Hurst rescue tool portable power unit

Tax Collector
folder/inserter machine

Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost


$183,600

Down Payment Appropriated



$  8,750 

Bonds and Notes Authorized



$174,850

Period of Usefulness




15 years



G.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new information technology equipment for the use of various Borough departments and offices:


Fire Department


hose


turnout gear


nozzles


Code Enforcement

laptop computer and printer

Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost        
$ 38,400


Down Payment Appropriated


$  2,000 


Bonds and Notes Authorized


$ 36,400


Period of Usefulness



5 years



H.  Acquisition of new information technology equipment for the use of the Police Department consisting of (i) a patrol car mobile computer and (ii) a computer system. Depending upon contract prices and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval of the Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the preceding list.


Appropriation and Estimated Cost        
$ 13,500


Down Payment Appropriated


$    650 


Bonds and Notes Authorized


$ 12,850


Period of Usefulness



7 years

-------------------------------------------------------


Aggregate Appropriation and


  Estimated Cost




$635,000


Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated

$ 32,000


Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes



  Authorized




$603,000



Section 5.  The cost of such purposes, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate amount of $10,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purposes, including architect's fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the "Local Bond Law").


Section 6.  It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $32,000, appropriated for down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in budgets heretofore adopted for said Borough, are now available to finance said purposes.  The sum of $32,000 is hereby appropriated from such moneys to the payment of the cost of said purposes.



Section 7.  To finance said purposes, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal amount not exceeding $603,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted.


Section 8.  To finance said purposes, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an aggregate principal amount not exceeding $603,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued.  If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding.


Section 9.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.  Each of said bond anticipation notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and shall be under the seal of said Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk or Deputy Borough Clerk.  Said officers are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity with law.  The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time in the manner provided by law.


Section 10.  It is hereby determined and declared that the average period of usefulness of said purposes, according to their reasonable lives, taking into consideration the respective amounts of bonds or notes authorized for said purposes, is a period of 9.29 years computed from the date of said bonds. 


Section 11.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk of said Borough, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance by $603,000 and that the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law.


Section 12.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Bergen, the State of New Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its agencies in aid of such purposes (other than the matching funds grant for the senior citizens vehicle referenced in Section 4.A above, which, if received, shall be appropriated and spent by subsequent action of the Borough), shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such purposes, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced accordingly.


Section 13.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.


Section 14.  The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the improvements described in Sections 1 and 4 of this bond ordinance.  If the Borough incurs such costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.  



Section 15.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.


Section 16.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof after final passage.




     Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1616

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1616

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Lau to close hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1616

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Lau to adopt Ordinance #1616.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

********
Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #08-194 through #08-209.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.
#08-194 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the May 5, 2008 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
08-5/5-1

Disclosure -                   N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 & 14




Open Public Meetings Act

08-5/5-2

Personnel-Emergency Management




Coordinator



 N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

May 5, 2008
********
#08-195  Amend 2008 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:A4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approved the insertion or increase of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality when such an item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion or increase of an item of appropriation for an equal amount; and


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a deposit in its Unappropriated Reserve for Alcohol Education and Rehabilitation Fund in the amount of $642.55.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of River Edge that it does hereby request the approval of the Director for the following:


Increase an item of revenue entitled:

3. Miscellaneous Revenue – Section F

Unappropriated Reserve for


Alcohol Education & Rehabilitation………………………………………$642.55

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $642.55 and the same is

hereby appropriated under the caption of:


General Appropriations

(A) Operations excluded from the “CAPS”

Public & Private Programs Offset by Revenues

 

Alcohol Education & Rehabilitation………………………………………$642.55


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough forward two (2) copies of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services.

May 5, 2008

********
#08-196 Authorize Tax Collector to Refund 2008 Tax Over Payment 

WHEREAS, an over payment was made on the 1st quarter 2008 taxes for the
following property; and
WHEREAS, the tax office has received a written request to refund the
overpaid amount to the homeowner. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby
authorized to issue a refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.
Block/Lot

Owner/Property



Refund Due:

411/2.01

Mercedes & Yohanny Munoz

$30.47




749 Williams Ave.




River Edge, NJ 07661
May 5, 2008

********
#08-197 Authorize Tax Collector to Cancel Year End Penalty Charged on a Tax Exempt Property  

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen, owner of 550 Hackensack Ave. also known as
Block 1304 Lot 1 has been exempt by the Tax Assessor; and

WHEREAS, the final 2007 billing and preliminary 2008 billing has been cancelled
by resolution #08-163.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector also cancel the year end
penalty charged as of 12/31/07.

      Block/Lot
Name & Address
Year End Penalty Canceled


1304/1
County of Bergen

$1,253.07




550 Hackensack Ave.
May 5, 2008

********
#08-198 Acknowledge Receipt of Certification of Request for Emergency Purchases


WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works has certified that an emergency condition exists in the Department of Public Works Buildings and Grounds – Elm Avenue; and


WHEREAS, the condition constitutes an emergency affecting the health, safety and welfare of the public.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby confirm and acknowledge the receipt of the Certification of Request for Emergency Purchases for this emergency.

May 5, 2008

********
#08-199 Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Relating to the Repair of the Elm Avenue Ditch Emergency Slope Collapse – Design/Inspect
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services relating to the repair of the Elm Avenue ditch emergency slope collapse – design/inspect; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-100 of the Current Fund not to exceed $2,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

May 5, 2008

********
#08-200 Authorize Capital Alternatives Corporation to Make Application to the Commissioner of Transportation


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge desire that an application be made to the Commissioner of Transportation for aid under the New Jersey Trust Fund Authority Act for:

                Howland Avenue (Section 4)


WHEREAS, the Council has determined that such application should be prepared by Capital Alternatives Corporation, the grants specialists engaged by the municipality for assistance in such matters.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Capital Alternatives Corporation is authorized to prepare, assemble and submit the necessary documentation on behalf of the Borough of River Edge for the stated project.

May 5, 2008

********
#08-201 Authorize Capital Alternatives Corporation to Make Application to the County of Bergen


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge desire that an application be made to the County of Bergen for aid under the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund for:

            Acquisition of Land – Block 1004, Lot 38.03


WHEREAS, the Council has determined that such application should be prepared by Capital Alternatives Corporation, the grants specialists engaged by the municipality for assistance in such matters.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Capital Alternatives Corporation is authorized to prepare, assemble and submit the necessary documentation on behalf of the Borough of River Edge for the stated project.

May 5, 2008

********
#08-202 Authorize Capital Alternatives Corporation to Make Application to the County of Bergen


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge desire that an application be made to the County of Bergen for aid under the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund for:

            Acquisition of Land – Block 414, Lot 1.02


WHEREAS, the Council has determined that such application should be prepared by Capital Alternatives Corporation, the grants specialists engaged by the municipality for assistance in such matters.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Capital Alternatives Corporation is authorized to prepare, assemble and submit the necessary documentation on behalf of the Borough of River Edge for the stated project.

May 5, 2008

********
#08-203 Authorize Capital Alternatives Corporation to Make Application to the County of Bergen


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge desire that an application be made to the County of Bergen for aid under the Bergen County Community Development Block Grant Program or Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund:

            Acquisition of Land – Block 503, Lot 3


WHEREAS, the Council has determined that such application should be prepared by Capital Alternatives Corporation, the grants specialists engaged by the municipality for assistance in such matters.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Capital Alternatives Corporation is authorized to prepare, assemble and submit the necessary documentation on behalf of the Borough of River Edge for the stated project.

May 5, 2008

********
#08-204 Resolution Authorizing and Approving an Interlocal Agreement for the Provision of Motor Fuel Between the Borough of River Edge and the River Dell Board of Education


WHEREAS, the River Dell Board of Education desire to contract with the Borough of River for the provision of motor fuel for the period September 1, 2008 to June 30, 2011; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has agreed to provide motor fuel subject to approval by the State of New Jersey pursuant to the Commodity Resale Division of the Cooperative Purchasing Rules (N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.1 et. seq.) and establishment of a trust fund as a dedication by rider to the municipal budget per N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39; and


WHEREAS, such agreements are authorized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et. seq.; and


WHEREAS, this contract is in the best interest of the Borough of River Edge and the River Dell Board of Education.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen and the State of New Jersey, that the Interlocal Agreement on file with the Borough Clerk between the Borough of River Edge and the River Dell Board of Education for the provision of motor fuel is authorized and accepted.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the attached agreement.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the agreement shall take effect upon the adoption of the appropriate resolution by the River Dell Board of Education and the execution of the agreement by the parties in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et seq. and approval by the State of New Jersey. 

May 5, 2008

********
#08-205 Resolution Authorizing and Approving an Interlocal Agreement for the Provision of Motor Fuel Between the Borough of River Edge and the River Edge Local Board of Education


WHEREAS, the River Edge Local Board of Education desire to contract with the Borough of River for the provision of motor fuel for the period September 1, 2008 to June 30, 2011; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has agreed to provide motor fuel subject to approval by the State of New Jersey pursuant to the Commodity Resale Division of the Cooperative Purchasing Rules (N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.1 et. seq.) and establishment of a trust fund as a dedication by rider to the municipal budget per N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39; and


WHEREAS, such agreements are authorized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et. seq.; and


WHEREAS, this contract is in the best interest of the Borough of River Edge and the River Edge Local Board of Education.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen and the State of New Jersey, that the Interlocal Agreement on file with the Borough Clerk between the Borough of River Edge and the River Edge Local Board of Education for the provision of motor fuel is authorized and accepted.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the attached agreement.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the agreement shall take effect upon the adoption of the appropriate resolution by the River Edge Local Board of Education and the execution of the agreement by the parties in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et seq. and approval by the State of New Jersey. 

May 5, 2008

********
#08-206 Resolution Authorizing Competitive Contracting for Feasibility Study – Decentralized Tri-Borough Garbage Collection


WHEREAS, PL 1999 c. 440 amended the Local Public Contracts Law and created a new category of contracting called Competitive Contracting; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.3(a) requires that in order to initiate competitive contracting, the governing body shall pass a resolution authorizing the use of competitive contracting each time specialized goods or services enumerated in 40A:11-4.1 are desired to be contracted; and


WHEREAS, 40A:11-4.3(b) requires that the competitive contracting process shall be administered by a purchasing agent qualified pursuant to 40A:11-9, or by legal counsel of the contracting unit, or by an administrator of the contracting unit.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Alan P. Negreann, Borough Administrator, CFO, QPA be and is hereby authorized to initiate competitive contracting for the aforesaid project in conformance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq.

May 5, 2008
********
#08-207 Enter Into Agreement with Louis Rossi and Amy Rossi, 213 Wales Avenue for Right-of-Way on Borough Property


WHEREAS, Louis and Amy Rossi have requested a Right of Way to cross over Borough’s property to allow certain vehicles and/or equipment to remove and/or prune trees on their property; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has drawn up a license agreement for ingress and egress over the portion of Block 305, Lot 3 abutting the Licensee’s property for the purpose of gaining access to remove and/or prune trees on their property; and


WHEREAS, there is a required escrow deposit of $1,000.00 which has been received.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to execute the License Agreement with Louis and Amy Rossi.

May 5, 2008
********
#08-208 Change Order Approval and Amendatory Contract for the Restoration & Retrofitting of the Department of Public Works Building Project


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on January 1, 2008 via resolution #07-446 to Remm Construction Co., Inc., 45 Whitney Road, Mahwah New Jersey in the amount of $275,700; amended to include Alternate #2 ($5,000.00) decreasing the total amount to 270,700 via resolution #08-80 and Change Order #1 via resolution #08-84 in the amount of $2,093.00 dated February 4, 2008; and


WHEREAS Change Order #2 in the amount of $2,170.00 reflects additional materials needed i.e. metal studs, sheetrock, spackle to replace material removed by decontamination contractor and furnish and install one (1) diffuser to provide heat and air conditioning in restroom; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session of May 5, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator, Superintendent of Public Works and the Consulting Architect have recommended the above change.


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account # 04-2150-55-1576-400 of the Capital Fund not to exceed $2,170.00; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Remm Construction Co., Inc. for Change Order #2.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute said contract, and Change Order #2.

May 5, 2008
********
#08-209 Amend Agreement with Vincent D'Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, New Jersey 0766l for Professional Services Related to Restoration/Upgrade and/or Mitigation of Fire Company # 2 Located at 55 Ackerson Street and the Department of Public Works Facility Located at 1 Riverside Way
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert architectural services related 

to the Design, Bid and Supervision for Fire Company #2 and the Department of Public Works; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Vincent D’Amore vias resolution #07-173 dated May 7, 2007, amended via resolution #07-318 in the amount of $4,500.00 on September 4, 2007, amended via resolution #07-397 in the amount of $5,500.00 on December 3, 2007; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Professional Services for Architectural Services; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1576-100 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $8,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and


WHEREAS, Vincent D’Amore has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Vincent D’Amore has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Vincent D’Amore from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;

WHEREAS, that rate of pay shall not exceed per hour:

Principal ...............................$90.00

Draftsman................................$30.00

Secretary................................$25.00  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

5. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Vincent D’Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661; and

6. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of   Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

7. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

May 5, 2008

********


Councilman Smith read resolution #08-210 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #08-210.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

#08-210  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$588,542.98

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$    418.84

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$ 10,554.37     

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT 




$  4,135.47       

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$    632.61 

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$  3,064.53   

May 5, 2008

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Lau, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

Peggy White – 741 Center Avenue-asked which properties the Council are considering purchasing.

Mayor Watkins-stated that there are three properties.  One is next to Cherry Hill School, the second is the American Legion and the third is down off of River Edge Road adjacent to the tracks.

Raju Thadani – 775 Oak Avenue-stated that the reason he stays in town is because he values the good school system and if we don’t maintain it he’ll probably move.  He asked this Council to work with Oradell’s Council as quickly as possible to bring this budget to successful closure.  He feels that it’s important to keep up with technology in the school system.
Councilwoman Fletcher recused herself because of the River Dell budget comments.

Annette Farelli-188 Webb Avenue-asked what the process is for getting the budget resolved.
Mayor Watkins-stated that they don’t have any numbers yet but a sub-committee from River Edge and Oradell have met once and have submitted questions to River Dell.   She further stated that they will be meeting again at the end of the week and after that they will meet with River Dell.  Once they meet with River Dell, both Council sub-committees will report back to their full Councils.  The process has to be completed by May 19th.

Annette Farelli-asked if these meetings are open to the public.

Alan Negreann-explained that the sub-committee meetings are not open to the public but the Council meetings are.  May 19th is the deadline for each town to pass a resolution striking the tax levy for the school district.

Annette Farelli-asked who is on this sub-committee.

Mayor Watkins-replied that there are three Council members from each town.

John Farelli-188 Webb Avenue-stated that since the budget failed by a small margin, would the Council consider not making large budget cuts.  He feels that since there are only two weeks to get this done, the Council should go to River Dell and sit down with them to go over it in detail before it is submitted to the County.
Mayor Watkins-stated that this is the first year that our Council has not been invited to review their budget.  She further stated that in past years, both Mayor and Council’s have gone up to River Dell to review their budget prior to the vote.  She again explained the process of the sub-committee meetings and hopes that they take advantage of their time together. The Mayor also explained that the Council has to represent both sides, those who voted for it as well as those who voted against it and feels that none of them are in favor of cutting any major programs.
John Farelli-asked if there was a possibility that the invitation was not extended to River Edge because Oradell wants to split the district?

Mayor Watkins-replied that she doesn’t know.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilwoman Walker-had no comment.

Councilman Higgins-was pleased to see the three proclamations that were read this evening which gave a pat on the back and deserving recognition to those who work very hard for the town.  He encouraged everyone to take notice of the trees and flowers around town which have been planted and maintained by the Beautification Committee, Shade Tree Commission and our Department of Public Works.  He spoke briefly spoke about the sub-committee meeting that was held pertaining to the River Dell budget and explained that they are very sensitive about the May 19th deadline.  He further stated that they are very anxious to get a resolution so that everyone can move forward.  He asked everyone to have confidence in their willingness to make sure the job is done properly because their priority is making sure the children receive a great education. 
Councilwoman Fletcher-stated that she is committed to making our town a little greener and after signing the bills for the sewer system this evening, she asked everyone to make an effort to save water.  She encouraged everyone to support the Relay for Life event that is going to be held on May 16th and 17th.  Councilwoman Fletcher spoke about REGAL opening day and complimented the parents of the girls because of the respect that was shown during the ceremony and national anthem.  She spoke of a letter that the Council received thanking Patrolman Marc Abate for participating in a class trip and expressed the importance of the community policing program which keeps our children safe.  She announced that Paul Bryant Smith has returned from his trip and invited all of them to come and see slides  on May 15th at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  Councilwoman Fletcher spoke of the ceremony honoring Rabbi Borovitz for his 20 years of service to the community and what a wonderful turn out they had from representatives from all over.
Councilman Lau-thanked everyone for coming out this evening and stated that he has the utmost confidence in the sub-committee to represent the concerns of the public for the River Dell school budget.  He spoke briefly about the three proclamations that were read this evening and encouraged everyone to not only show appreciation for one week but appreciate those honored every day.  Councilman Lau announced that he and his wife are celebrating their 46th wedding anniversary today.

Councilman Smith-spoke about a letter of appreciation that was received from Herman Green with regard to a Police and Ambulance response to a call for his grandmother.  Councilman Smith stated that our residents can be confident that in an emergency, they will get the best care from our emergency volunteers.  He also stated that many of the surrounding towns aren’t able to get volunteers so their members receive stipends and feels fortunate that we have some many residents  willing to volunteer.  Councilman Smith thanked Denise Dondiego for all of her hard work and spoke briefly about the REGAL opening day ceremony.  He also spoke about the Relay for Life event and is happy that so many young people are getting involved in this great cause.  He spoke about an article he read with regard to technology in the schools and how effective a lap top program can be when the teachers buy into it. He offered to give copies to the Mayor and Council for their information.
Mayor Watkins-also thanked everyone for coming this evening and stated that she appreciates their concerns and assured them that they all want to do what’s best for our children.  The Mayor stated that all of the proclamations that she read this evening were all well deserved.  She stated that they do their best to keep taxes down but feels that the services that we do offer are outstanding.  She spoke of the REGAL opening day ceremony and what a great day it was and also spoke of the wonderful event that she attended to honor Rabbi Borovitz.  The Mayor also spoke of the photo art exhibit she attended at the Cultural Center on Sunday afternoon which was very interesting and she hoped that other residents take advantage of viewing this exhibit.  The Mayor attended a very informative event for the Korean Community last week for their new vision for 2008 which was held at the Palisadium.  
ADJOURNMENT – 8:55 P.M.

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

RE-OPEN – 10:55 P.M.


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to re-open the meeting at 10:55 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau to rescind resolution #08-202.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Lau to rescind resolution #08-203.


ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.

ADJOURNMENT – 11:00 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Smith, Councilman Lau, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Felice was absent.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

