
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Tuesday, January 20, 2009
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Higgins to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 19, 2008 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 19, 2008 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council Sine Die Meeting of December 29, 2008.  


Motion by Councilman Smith.  Councilman Smith was the only member who was qualified to vote on the memorialization, with the other two present members’ terms having expired.  A “second” was impossible and the only way to formalize the minutes was by Councilman Smith’s asset.
Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council Reorganization Meeting of January 2, 2009. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilman Higgins and Councilwoman Walker abstained.
PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –


Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring January 25th through January 31, 2009 as Catholic Schools Week into the record as follows:




           P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, St. Peter Academy plays an important role in our community by furnishing our leaders of tomorrow with basic human, moral and spiritual foundations; and

WHEREAS, St. Peter Academy strengthens the community and nation by keeping viable the right to freedom of religion, under law; and

WHEREAS, St. Peter Academy is intended to fulfill the threefold purpose of message, community and service; and

WHEREAS, the NCEA (National Catholic Educational Association) has declared the week of January 25, 2009 through January 31, 2009 as Catholic Schools Week in the United States of America, with their theme being  “Catholic Schools Celebrate Service”.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, in recognition thereof, do hereby proclaim January 25h through  January 31, 2009 as:


CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK


IN


RIVER EDGE, NEW JERSEY

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Borough of River Edge to be affixed this January 20, 2009.

 Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

January 20, 2009

Mayor Watkins presented the proclamation to Sister Barbara, Sister Mary Ann and Sister Jean and St. Peter Student Council members as follows:  Daniel Lowe, President, DaEun Kim, Treasurer, Jake Keanna, Recording Secretary, Daria Uhl, Commissioner of School Spirit, Renee Jozanovic, Commissioner of Religious Affairs and Maxwell Cepeda, Commission of Ecology.
********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Approve the appointment of Chris Lau, 407 Elm Avenue, to the Environmental Protection Commission for a three year term, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Approve the re-appointment of Jim Serednicky, 291 Monroe Avenue, to the Planning Board as Alternate #2, for a two year term, effective 1/1/09.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Approve the salary increase of Richard Stephen, Department of Public Works, from an annual salary of $69,467.00 to $69,947.00 due to an increase in longevity from $960.00 to $1,440.00 effective February 6, 2009.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Approve the appointment of Scott Ader, 229 South Washington Avenue, Bergenfield to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Approve the appointment of Gina McAllister, 245 Dorchester Road to the River Edge Volunteer Fire Department, effective immediately.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Letter
-
Cablevision – 1/2/09





Re:  Tariffs effective 2/1/09


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 1/5/09





Re:  Correction of Comptrollers Report


Letter
-
State of New Jersey DEP – 1/5/09





Re:  117 Tenney-Underground Storage Tank


Letter
-
Neglia Engineering – 1/8/09





Re:  NJDEP Land Use Regulation Program


Notice
-
City of Hackensack-Community Affairs – 1/9/09





Re: Zoning Application Bl. 504.02, Lt. 14.11


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education-1/10/09





Re:  Meeting Notice – 1/14/09


Letter
-
State of NJDEP – 1/14/09





Re:  Compliance Inspection


Letter
-
State of NJDEP Parks & Forestry – 11/15/09





Re: Award of $24,975 Grant

Letter
-
Jarmel Kizel Witczak Land Planning – 1/15/09





Re:  Application for Flood Hazard Area





  2 University Plaza Drive, Hackensack, NJ


Letter
-
State of NJDEP – 1/15/09





Re:  Workshop on Community Rating System  

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Library



-
December 2008


Code Enforcement


-
December 2008

Beautification Committee
-
November 2008


Building Department

-
December 2008

Fire Prevention


-
October-December 2008

Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
December 2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1638 as follows:

Ordinance #1638 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1638 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1638
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE (1998) CHAPTER 206 – “FEES”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION I:


Chapter 206 of the Code of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented by the addition and changes thereto of the following which shall be added or changed to the list of fees and charges on file with the Borough Clerk.  


Section 206-2 – Schedule of Fees

Sub-section L.  Amend as follows: Police Outside Duty - $125.00

Sub-section GG. Board of Health permits. Annual fees – Delete in its entirety and replace as follows:
   
 Permit                                 




 Fee     

   
 Bakeries  



         




$100.00  


   
 Butcher shops                         




$100.00 

             Retail Food Establishments:

                 Fifty (50) square feet or less of food selling

     and storage space-Only non-potentially hazardous

     foods which are prepackaged, pre-wrapped or in
     an approved bulk serving container                     $ 50.00                                                   

             Above fifty (50) square feet to fifteen hundred 

                 (1500) square feet of food selling, preparing  

                  and storage space
                                    $100.00

             Above fifteen hundred (1500) square feet to 

                  three thousand (3000) square feet of food

                  selling, preparing and storage space


$200.00    

             Above three thousand (3000) square feet of food

                  Selling, preparing and storage space


$300.00       

   
 Liquor stores,taverns and other establishments serving

      alcoholic beverages for on premises or 


      off premises consumption



      $100.00
   
 Milk truck, first truck per year




      $ 50.00   


   
           Each additional truck per year  
                  $ 10.00   


   
 Nursing homes    







$150.00 
    
 Restaurants and catering (with seating)
    


   
   
 0 - 25 seats  
 






$100.00   
   
 25 – 50 seats







$150.00      
   
 51 - 100 seats                                             $275.00      
   
 over 100 seats  
                                          $325.00   


   
 Sale of milk in containers






$ 50.00  


   
 Wholesale foods                                                  $100.00   


   
 Vending devices food, drink, candy or other consumable products  $ 10.00
       Take – out food (no seating)





      $100.00

      Sale of hot or cold non-alcoholic beverages in bottles,

cans, glass or other containers for on premises or off

premises consumption






$ 50.00

   
 Surcharge for food establishments who have two or more

            conditional or unsatisfactory ratings during any one 
            calendar year







$100.00
   
 

       All fees must be paid by February 1.
       Late fee if not paid by February 1  
                        $100.00      


SECTION II:

All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.

SECTION III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.

SECTION IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk
Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1637 as follows:

Ordinance #1637 - AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2009

Ordinance #1637 was introduced by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith at the January 2, 2009 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1637  

AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION OF THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2009
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge:

Section 1:  The compensation for the full-time employees of the Department of Public Works shall be:








   
2009

Department of Public Works

Hourly

     Annually

Mechanic I







$67,845 - $ 70,707

General Repairer






$65,743 - $ 68,507

Equipment Operator I





$61,556 - $ 64,140 

Tree Trimmer I






$60,961 - $ 63,523


Mechanic II







$57,200 - $ 59,358

General Repairer II





$55,279 - $ 57,547

Equipment Operator II





$54,001 - $ 57,750

Tree Trimmer II






$49,637 - $ 51,899

Laborer I







$45,969 - $ 49,349

Laborer II







$38,883 - $ 42,917

General Foreman






$45,672 - $100,925

Road Foreperson






$39,444 - $ 90,700

Technical Foreperson





$39,444 - $ 90,700

In addition to the salaries set forth above, all full time employees holding these positions listed herein shall have added to base pay the following percentage computed on the basis of the prevailing salary:







Date of Employment   Date of Employment







Pre 7/1/93           Post 7/1/93       
During:

5 - 8 years of service - 


2%

    $   480.00

9 -l2 years of service - 


4%

    $   960.00

l3-l6 years of service - 


6%

    $ 1,440.00

17-20 years of service - 


8%

    $ l,920.00

21 Plus years of service-


10%             $ 2,400.00



Section 2.  In addition to the salaries set forth herein, Department of Public Works employees of the Borough of River Edge covered under the Collective Bargaining Agreement with Local 108, RWDSU, AFL-CIO Blue Color Unit for the years January l, 2007 through December 3l, 2010 shall be entitled to those benefits as specified in the Collective Bargaining Agreement with Local 108, RWDSU, AFL-CIO Blue Color Unit for the years January l, 2007 through December 3l, 2010.

Any difference in terms between the above Agreement and Ordinance, the Agreement will be deemed dispositive.

The employee compensation disclosure form shall be made part of any formal action taken by the local unit, but shall not be considered part of any contract or agreement.


Section 3.
Compensation for the following part-time positions and officers of the Borough of River Edge for the year 2009 is hereby supplemented and amended as follows:








Hourly



Annually


Bus/Van Driver



$7.00 - $15.78


Recycling Caretaker/Litter Enf.
$7.00 - $17.35

Section 4: The salaries, wages or compensation of all officers and employees shall be paid in twenty-four (24) installments, or upon presentation of duly executed vouchers as required by law.

Section 5:  This ordinance shall take effect as of January 1, 2009 when passed and published as required by law.








___________________________________








Margaret F. Watkins, Mayor




      

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1637

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1637

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1637

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adopt Ordinance #1637.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve resolution #09-50 through #09-59.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-50  Grant Raffle License to the Lions Club of River Edge


BE IT RESOLVED that the following license to conduct an Off Premise  50/50 Prize Raffle be issued to the Lions Club of River Edge, P.O. Box 33, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661, License #611, I.D. 423-8-26559 to take place at the American Legion Hall, 215 Continental Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey on April 5, 2009 at 11:30 a.m.

The Clerk reporting all in order.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said license shall be issued subject to all rules and regulations of the Legalized Games of Chance Control of the State of New Jersey.

January 20, 2009

********
#09-51 Resolution to Refund Developer Escrow Money


WHEREAS, the following application(s) have been made to the Planning or Zoning Board for plan approval and they will not be completed or have since received such approval; and


WHEREAS, all professionals have been paid.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to refund the following to:

Block/Lot

Name & Address




Amount

804/1


ATT New Cingular Wireless


$1,957.41





570 Kinderkamack Road

804/1


Pitney Harding Cingular



$  979.75




570 Kinderkamack Road

1418/1

Enterprise 5, LLC




$  473.75




270 Johnson Avenue

1403/9

330 Jasoph & Co., LLC/Allied Financial
$  342.50




10 Route 4 West

304/1


DAB Builders, Inc.



$2,893.50




806 Fifth Avenue


207/23

CJK Properties




$5,030.00




954 Kinderkamack Road

301/12

Maurizio & Maria Incitti


$1,257.50




360 Webb Avenue

January 20, 2009
********
#09-52 Approve Written Hazard Communication Program


WHEREAS, a written Hazard Communication Program is required by the Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) requirements and 29CFR 1910.1220 along with State of New Jersey amendments and the Worker Community Right to Know Act; and


WHEREAS a written Hazard Communication Program on file with the Borough Clerk has been prepared providing an orderly explanation of operating policies and procedures which will aid in assuring a safe workplace; and


WHEREAS, this manual was prepared by the PMK Group, Consulting and Environmental Engineers with input from the Borough’s Departments; and


WHEREAS, this written Hazard Communication Program has been reviewed by the Mayor and Council for both form and content.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said written Hazard Communication Program is hereby approved and authorized for the use by the Borough’s Departments and that any changes thereto shall not be made without approval by the Mayor and Council.

January 20, 2009

********
#09-53 Refund of Soil Movement Escrow Fee


WHEREAS, Lisa and Keith Hessman, 188 Beech Drive North, deposited $1,000.00 in escrow for soil movement; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has performed all final inspections; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has been paid in full.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to make the following refund:

Block/Lot


Name & Address



Amount

908/32


Lisa & Keith Hessman


$750.00





188 Beech Drive North





River Edge, NJ 07661

January 20, 2009

********
#09-54 Transfer of Funds in the Budget Appropriation Reserve


WHEREAS, various 2008 bills have been presented for payment this year, which bills were not covered by a purchase order number and/or recorded at the time of transfer between the 2008 Budget Appropriation Reserve in the last two months of 2008; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A4-59 provides that all unexpended balances carried forward after the close of the year are available, until lapsed at the close incurred during the preceding fiscal year, and allow transfers to be made from unexpended balances which are expected to be insufficient during the first three months on the succeeding year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the transfer in the amount of $100.00 be made between the 2008 Budget Appropriation Reserves as follows:

FROM:
Financial Administration O/E

20-1302-169

$100.00
  

TO:   Legal Services Stormwater

20-5105-100

$100.00



January 20, 2009

********

#09-55  Enter Into Agreement with Robert Costa, Borough Engineer, for Professional Services Related to the Design of the Spill Prevention Control Counter Measure
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert professional engineering services related to the design of the Spill Prevention Control Counter Measure; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $l7,500; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-028 of the Current Fund not to exceed $15,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, Robert Costa has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Robert Costa has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Robert Costa from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $65.00 per hour as Borough Engineer and per hour rates as follows:


Principal Land Surveyor………………………………………………………………$ 75.00


Survey Field Crew………………………………………………………………………………$150.00


Senior Designer……………………………………………………………………………………$ 65.00


Senior Drafter………………………………………………………………………………………$ 55.00


Computer Drafting………………………………………………………………………………$ 75.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Robert Costa, Costa Engineering Corp., 327 South River Street, Suite 302, Hackensack, New Jersey 0760l; and

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of     Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded to THE RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

January 20, 2009

*******
#09-56 2009 Salary Resolution 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following officers and employees of the Borough of River Edge be compensated for the year 2009 in accordance with Ordinance #1637 and a signed contract between the Borough of River Edge and Local #108, effective January l, 2009 as follows:

   2009

                                             Annual        Hourly
Department of Public Works
Mechanic I



Camera, W.


$70,707

Mechanic I



Weismann, C.

$70,707

General Repairer I

Stephen, R.


$68,507

General Repairer II 

Tarpey, R.


$56,401

Equipment Operator I

Lynch, James

$64,140

Equipment Operator I

Neglia, M.


$64,140

Equipment Operator II

O’Connor, R.

$54,001

Tree Trimmer II


Ader, S.


$51,233

Laborer I



Duarte, J.


$47,236

Laborer I



Fernandez, E.

$44,350 to 1/15/09

Laborer I



Gallagher, F.

$46,385

Laborer I



Cornelio, J.

$49,349

Laborer I



Fink, G.


$49,349

Laborer I



Milito, J.


$49,349 

Laborer I



Schultz, E.


$49,349

Laborer I



Szczecina, M.

$49,349

Laborer II



Morse, K.


$38,883

Laborer II



Taylor, J.


$38,883

Bus Department

Bus/Van Driver


Noone, J.

  
$15.78






Biggar, D. (sub)

$15.78


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any formal action by a governing body approving or disapproving a measure establishing or modifying the salaries, benefits, or other compensation of its employees shall occur no earlier than the tenth calendar day immediately following the meeting at which the measure was introduced and discussed.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the actions of the Chief Financial Officer, Accounts Supervisor and Payroll Clerk to pay these salaries and wages effective January 1, 2009 is hereby ratified.

January 20, 2009

********
#09-57 Refund of Soil Movement Escrow Fee


WHEREAS, James Davidson, 41 Madison Avenue deposited $1,000.00 in escrow for soil movement; and


WHEREAS, David Schwartz, 243 Monroe Avenue deposited $1,000.00 in escrow for soil movement; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has performed all final inspections on both properties; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has been paid in full.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is authorized to make the following refunds:

Block/Lot


Name & Address



Amount

617/2



James Davidson



$750.00





41 Madison Avenue





River Edge, NJ 07661

703/5



David Schwartz



$750.00





243 Monroe Avenue





River Edge, NJ  07661

January 20, 2009

********
#09-58 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the January 20, 2009 work session meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
09-1/20-2

Litigation-Aslanian v River      N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7)




     Edge


2.  Any non-attorney client privilege communications will be released at the conclusion of the litigation subject of any orders of the court.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

January 20, 2009
********
#09-59 Authorize the Release of a Performance Bond for Arshag Tarpinian/Meadowview Estates/Kinderkamack Hye Group, Inc., 230 Kinderkmack Road, Block 1005 Lot 6.03 


WHEREAS, in accordance with a Developer’s Agreement with the Borough the Developer was required to provide a Performance Bond in the amount of $626,400.00 to secure performance of all conditions of the Planning Board’s Site Plan Approval; and


WHEREAS, the Consulting Engineer has certified that the Developer has fully performed the project in accordance with the Planning Board and has recommended release of the Performance Bond.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the above referenced Performance Bond be and hereby released and the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to release the cash portion of the Performance Bond to Arshag Tarpinian, c/o Nyire Tarpinian, Esq., 86 Hudson Street, Hoboken, New Jersey, 07030 in the amount of $69,000.00.

January 20, 2009

********

Councilwoman Rush read resolution into the record.

Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #09-60.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-60 Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$3,821,744.59

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$   16,414.00   

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$      274.64

TRUST OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$    6,297.50           

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$      243.40

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$    1,378.34         

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$      330.00       

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.
January 20, 2009

********

OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Pat Brunje-9 June Court-commended the Department of Public works for doing a fantastic job in clearing our roads during the past few storms.
Peggy White-741 Center Avenue-also commended the DPW for their excellent work in clearing the roads during the snow storms and also commented that the roads in other towns don’t come close to River Edge.

Araxie Babikian-5 Fenway Court​-stated that she had complained a while ago about erosion in the back of her property and was wondering if the town has received any funding to correct this problem.

Bob Costa, Borough Engineer-stated that we are working on it.

Alan Negreann-replied that it is still on the Sewer Sub-Committee’s agenda and there probably will not be any construction this year but they are looking at engineering due to the significant permitting process with the DEP.  He continued by stating that there probably will be surveying work and there have been discussions with the Borough Engineer as to the approach that might be taken to cure the problem.
Araxie Babikian-stated that it’s a hazardous condition and she herself cannot do anything to remedy the situation because it is the town’s property.

Alan Negreann-stated that he will check to see what contracts that may have been done in 2008 and he will provide that information to her.

Carolyn Smyth-333 Lexington Drive-had e-mailed the Mayor and Council regarding concerns over a Zoning Board decision pertaining to proposed construction work requested by her neighbor and is asking the Council to review it because she doesn’t feel that it was addressed correctly.

Mayor Watkins-stated that she was aware of the situation and that she had spoken with Eileen Chusid regarding the variance.  The Mayor continued by saying that Eileen had told her that everything had been done according to procedure and that the Borough Engineer and the majority of the Zoning Board approved the plans.  The Mayor advised Mrs. Smyth that if she had other concerns she was more than welcome to bring them up.
Peggy White-stated that she heard that the teachers were getting a 7% raise because of a surplus and asked if that was true.

Mayor Watkins-replied that she doesn’t know and asked the Council if anyone knows the answer.

Councilwoman Rush-stated that she would speak with Peggy White privately but there is no surplus and in fact it is quite the opposite.

Bill Lindsley-explained that the salaries are negotiated by contract and not at the whim of the surplus or the budget.

Mayor Watkins-stated that they can’t use surplus for that and that the salaries are public knowledge which can be obtained on the internet.

CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Smith-thanked the DPW for not only their work during the last two storms but for their work during all the storms throughout the year.  He stated that John Lynch has implemented an excellent plowing plan and hopes that more residents will move their cars off of the streets to make plowing more efficient.
Councilman Smith announced that our Shade Tree Commission had been awarded a grant of $24,000 for shade tree plantings and stated that they are recognized throughout the state as one of the premiere commissions.  He stated that he was able to watch the inauguration today and was impressed by the fact that it is done with respect for those who are leaving and congratulations and good luck for those who are coming in.  He further stated that he was impressed with the amount of people who attended and wishes our new President the best of luck in the future.
Councilwoman Rush-informed everyone that the schools allowed the children to watch the inauguration and for the first time she experienced it through their eyes.  She hopes that this inspires them the get involved in government whether it be a municipal, state or national level.  Councilwoman Rush announced that the budget meeting will be held this Saturday at 8:00 a.m. and encourages anyone interested to come and join in.

Councilman Higgins-extended congratulations to Scott Ader and Gina McAllister for their appointment to the Fire Department and thanked them and wished them many years of safe service to the town.  He also congratulated the student council members from St. Peters who are celebrating Catholic Schools Week and is happy to see that they are taking their responsibilities seriously.  Councilman Higgins also thanked the DPW for keeping the roads clean and safe and noticed that once he left River Edge, the roads didn’t compare.  He thanked them for their hard work and dedication and for always working in a professional manner and was glad to see that so many residents also made positive comments. Councilman Higgins was glad to see Chris Lau getting involved in the Environmental Protection Commission and was also glad to see that the Shade Tree Commission received grant money because they are so proactive in a resource that is so necessary.  He was disappointed in a letter from the League stating that COAH refused to consider an extension of the timeline for the effective date and was hoping they would show some flexibility particularly with all the burdens being imposed on municipalities.  Councilman Higgins spoke briefly about the inauguration and feels that there is a new sense of optimism and hopes that everyone will be inspired by the Presidents words.  He wished the President and his family all the best and to all of those are supporting him he hopes they will try to do what is best for the country. 
Councilwoman Walker​-welcomed the new Council members and acknowledged that they have a very tough year ahead of them with many challenges.  Councilwoman Walker also welcomes anyone to join them for the budget meeting this Saturday because she believes the more people get involved the better. She was happy to see that the school children were encouraged to watch the inauguration in hopes of inspiring some of them to get involved in their own community some day.  She is very optimistic even though they have a lot of hard work ahead them and thanked everyone for coming out this evening.
Councilman Cannon-echoed all the comments made by his fellow Council members and also hopes that the change in presidency will inspire the younger generation to work for unity rather than division.
Councilwoman Fletcher-was thankful for those who came out this evening to get correct answers and information because she gets frustrated when rumors get started and incorrect information spreads through the community.  Councilwoman Fletcher also congratulated the Shade Tree Commission and stated that just as the Beautification Committee, these volunteers have a passion for all that is green and work tirelessly in making our town so beautiful. She announced that this coming Sunday, January 25th at 12:30 p.m., St. Peters will be having a farewell send off for Monsignor Slipe and encouraged everyone to take a moment and thank a valued and contributory member of our community.  Councilwoman Fletcher welcomed Scott Ader and Gina McAllister to the Fire Department and is happy to see a constant influx of youth into our volunteer department.  She was thrilled that Martin Luther King’s vision was celebrated yesterday and the present swearing in was today.  She continued by saying that although there are so many issues that need to be dealt with in our country she feels that this is an incredible moment in history. She stated that it was astounding to see our country unified and electrified in the electoral process through such a level of cross sections of the community. Councilwoman Fletcher acknowledges the difficult task that is ahead of this Council but feels that they will be able to continue to provide our community with what they’ve worked so very hard to build.

Mayor Watkins-stated that she knows that Martin Luther King’s birthday was celebrated yesterday but she would have preferred to celebrate Rosa Parks because she put herself out there physically and took action.  The Mayor stated that its important that we all have hope and whether we voted for Barack Obama or not, we all need to support him and pray for him and his cabinet to do the right thing for the country.  The Mayor congratulated the new members of the Fire Department and also congratulated the Shade Tree Commission for receiving grant money.  The Mayor asked everyone to keep those residents who are not well in their prayers and reminded everyone that Gene Getter our Welfare Director is willing to offer assistance in whatever way he can.  She spoke about the gathering for Monsignor Slipe that will be held on Sunday and informed everyone that he will be going to Cedar Grove.  The Mayor thanked everyone for coming out this evening.
ADJOURNMENT – 8:50 P.M

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

RE-OPEN – 10:20 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #09-61.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-61  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on January 26, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the January 26, 2008 work session meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference

09-1/26-1

Personnel-Hiring of Police
N.J.S.A. 10:4-l2(8)

                     Officer

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

January 20, 2009

********
ADJOURNMENT- 10:22 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adjourn the meeting at 10:22 p.m.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
