
   M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Monday, October 5, 2009
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Cannon to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT –
Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 19, 2008 to THE RECORD and THE RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session meeting of September 21, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council regular meeting of September 21, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council special meeting of September 28, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush and Councilman Cannon voted yes, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Fletcher abstained.

Approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session meeting of September 28, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush abstained.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –

Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring October 2009 as Breast Cancer Awareness Month-Tie a Ribbon Campaign into the record as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N


WHEREAS,  the Borough of River  Edge values the health of all its citizens; and


WHEREAS,  the Borough of River Edge supports awareness of certain diseases, such as Breast Cancer, which affects the lives of its citizens; and


WHEREAS,  October is  National Breast Cancer Awareness Month; and


WHEREAS,  the Tie a Ribbon campaign, sponsored by Susan G. Komen for the Cure, North Jersey Affiliate, promotes such awareness as well as remembrance for those who have been touched by this disease; and


WHEREAS,  the goal of the Affiliate is to raise awareness and reach the citizens of River Edge; and


WHEREAS,  the Borough of River Edge, through the efforts of the Affiliate, will proudly join in the Tie a Ribbon campaign in the central business district; and


NOW, THEREFORE,  BE IT  PROCLAIMED,  that I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge and on behalf of the Council  do hereby proclaim that October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month to be marked by the tying of pink ribbons in the central retail business district for the entire month of October for the:

2009 TIE A RIBBON CAMPAIGN







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:  October 5, 2009

********
Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring October 4 – 10, 2009 as Fire Prevention Week into the record as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, cooking, heating, and electrical fires represent three of the nation's leading causes of home fires, and are collectively responsible for nearly half of all home fires and almost one-third of the associated fire deaths; and 

WHEREAS, the vast majority of home cooking, heating, and electrical fires can be prevented by taking simple safety precautions; and 

WHEREAS, developing a home fire escape plan and practicing it at least twice a year are critical to escaping a fire safely; and 

WHEREAS, proper installation, testing, and maintenance of smoke alarms are part of a thorough home fire escape plan; and 

WHEREAS, by preventing the leading causes of home fires, and by developing and practicing a thorough home fire escape plan, people can greatly reduce their risk to fire; and 

WHEREAS, the Fire Prevention Week 2009 theme, “It’s Fire Prevention Week – Stay Fire Smart! Don’t Get Burned!” teaches the public how to prevent cooking, heating, and electrical fires, and encourages people to develop a home fire escape plan that includes working smoke alarms; and 

WHEREAS, the fire service of the Borough of River Edge is dedicated to the safety of life and property from the devastating effects of fire; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the fire service are joined by other concerned citizens of this Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as well as other emergency service providers and safety advocates, businesses, schools, service clubs, and organizations in their fire safety efforts; and

WHEREAS, I Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge, do hereby proclaim the week of

                         October  4 – 10,  2009,

                      as  Fire Prevention Week

This week commemorates the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, which killed more than 250 persons, left 100,000 homeless, and destroyed more than 17,400 buildings. 

WHEREAS, I call upon the people of the Borough of River Edge to participate in fire prevention activities at home, work, and school, and to take the steps needed to make their homes and families safe from the leading causes of home fires, which include cooking, heating and electrical. 







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Dated:  October 5, 2009
********
Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring October 18 – 24, 2009 as New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs Membership Week into the record as follows:
P R O C L A M A T I O N


WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC was organized November 16, 1894 and has continued to exist as one of the largest and oldest nondenominational service organizations of volunteer women in the State of New Jersey, with more than 10,000 members in 275 local clubs; and


WHEREAS, members of the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC  have worked in their communities to assist in activities such as founding New Jersey College for Woman (Douglas College); Preserving the Palisades; Saving the New Jersey Highlands; supporting The Community Food Bank of New Jersey;  providing annual funding for Special Olympics, Operation Smile, CARE, and UNICEF. 

WHEREAS, the Woman’s Club of River Edge, Inc., a member of the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC is celebrating 76 years of service to this community through scholarships for our High School; as well as our Library, Police and Fire Departments, Ambulance Corp, Girl and Boy Scouts,  4th of July activities and River Edge Day; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs of GFWC provides organizational structure and sponsored programming to enable women in their communities to have excellent resource materials in order to accomplish goals through volunteer service.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge and on behalf of the Council do proclaim:
The Week of October 18 – 24, 2009

New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs

MEMBERSHIP WEEK

in recognition of the many hours of service to this community and others.

Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:  October 5, 2009
Mayor Watkins presented the proclamation to Marge Garofalo of the Women’s Club.
********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve the separation of Patrick O’Reilly, 10 Moos Lane, Bergenfield, New Jersey, part-time senior bus driver, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the separation of Robert Ford, temporary part-time Police Dispatcher, effective immediately.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary increase of John Dzoba, Police Officer, from an annual salary of $100,479.00 to $108,518.00 due to his role of Acting Sergeant for 75 days per contract, effective July 12, 2009.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary change of John Dzoba, Police Officer, from an annual salary of $108,518.00 back to Patrolman’s salary of $100,479.00 as he is no longer Acting Sergeant, effective October 4, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 9/22/09





Re:  Meeting 9/24/09


Letter
-
N.J. General Assembly – 9/22/09





Re:  Christopher Righetti Parole

MONTHLY REPORTS –


Police Department 

-
August 2009

Library Board


-
September 15, 2009


Planning Board


-
August 20, 2009


Zoning Board of Adjustment
-
August 12, 2009


Beautification Committee
-
September 10, 2009


Tax Collector


-
August 31, 2009

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading –

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1675 as follows:

Ordinance #1675 - ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE AND CREATING A CHAPTER THEREOF REQUIRING A REFLECTIVE SYMBOL ON STRUCTURES USING ENGINEERED LUMBER


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1675 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1675

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE AND CREATING A CHAPTER THEREOF REQUIRING A REFLECTIVE SYMBOL ON STRUCTURES USING ENGINEERED LUMBER

WHEREAS, much new construction, both residential and commercial, consists of engineered lumber, in the form of prefabricated I-joists, truss joists, truss rafters and similar materials, and 

WHEREAS, many types of engineered lumber burn at a rate faster than other types of lumber thereby creating, in many cases, unexpected problems for firefighters; and

WHEREAS, in fighting fires, time being of the essence in saving lives and property, and

WHEREAS, it is imperative for firefighters, and others, to know the type of materials used in the construction of a structure.

NOW THEREFORE be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

SECTION I  
DEFINITIONS. As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

      ENGINEERED LUMBER-- prefabricated I-joists, truss joists, truss

rafters, and laminated beams and studs.

      REFLECTIVE SYMBOL---An emblem made of reflective material, in the shape and form designed by the River Edge Fire Department, containing information identifying a structure as containing engineered lumber. 

      STRUCTURE—A combination of materials to form a construction for occupancy, use or ornamentation, whether installed on, above or below the surface of a parcel of land. 

SECTION II.  

The Borough Construction Official shall determine if a structure contains engineered lumber. All structures containing engineered lumber must have a reflective symbol affixed to an electrical meter serving the structure. The reflective symbol shall be applied by the Construction Official and shall be a condition of the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.

SECTION III

  The reflective symbol shall be in the form designed by the River Edge Fire Department and will contain lettering to identify the location of any engineered lumber in the structure.

    
SECTION IV
       This chapter shall apply to all structures, whether residential, commercial or otherwise, including structures existing at the time of the effective date of this ordinance.

SECTION V

This chapter shall be enforced by the Construction Official of the

Borough of River Edge.

SECTION VI

      Any person violating this ordinance by refusing to use the reflective symbol or by removing or tampering with the reflective symbol shall be subject to a fine in an amount of $25.00 per violation. Each day that a violation continues shall be deemed to be a separate and distinct offense. 

      SECTION VII

All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only


SECTION VIII
  
If any provision of this ordinance shall be found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such provision shall not affect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


SECTION IX

This ordinance shall take affect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law






    Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:  

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
Bill Lindsley, Esq.- stated that the word lateral should be removed from the paragraph under Section I.


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1676 as follows:

Ordinance #1676- AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” SECTION 69 “CERTIFICATES AND PERMITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1676 as amended as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1676

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 416 “ZONING” SECTION 69 “CERTIFICATES AND PERMITS” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the borough of River Edge that Chapter 416, Section 69-9 is hereby amended as follows:


Section I.  Add the following to 4l6-6(9): This paragraph shall not apply to those cases where, subsequent to demolition, the Building Department issued a permit for a complete lateral replacement of all laterals servicing the subject property and all laterals have been inspected by and approved by the Building Department.


Section II: All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section III:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section IV:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.






    Margaret Falahee Watkins,   Mayor

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1673 as follows:

Ordinance #1673 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 27, “SCHEDULE  I: PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES

Ordinance #1673 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Rush at the September 21, 2009 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1673
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULE”, SECTION 27, “SCHEDULE  I: PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 400 “Vehicles & Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented as follows:


Section I.  Chapter 400, Article IV, Section 27, Schedule I: Parking Prohibited at All Times, shall be supplemented to reflect the following change: 
A. Delete in its entirety: Midland Avenue

Add the following:

Name of Street
Sides

Location

Midland Avenue
Both

From the westerly curb of Kinderkamack Road to              the Borough of Paramus border.
All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section II:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section III:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.





Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:  
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1673

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1673

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1673

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to adopt Ordinance #1673. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1674 as follows:
Ordinance #1674 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULES ”, SECTION 28, “SCHEDULE II: PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS”

Ordinance #1674 was introduced by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher at the September 21, 2009 meeting as follows:
BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1674
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE  REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE CHAPTER 400 “VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” ARTICLE IV “SCHEDULES ”, SECTION 28, “SCHEDULE II: PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 400 “Vehicles & Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended and supplemented as follows:


Section I.  Chapter 400, Article IV, Section 28, Schedule II: Parking Prohibited During Certain Hours, shall be supplemented to reflect the following change: 
A. Delete in its entirety: 

Name of Street
Sides
 Days/Hours  

   
Location

Fifth Avenue
West
 School days/8:00 a.m.  From a point 282 feet north of 
to 6:00 p.m.
      North Dr. to a point 262 feet north of same

B. Replace with the following:

Name of Street
Sides
 Days/Hours  

   
Location

Fifth Avenue
West
 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  From a point 282 feet north 


 
 School days except to
 of North Drive to the south 



             pick up and discharge   curb of Dorchester Road.





 of students only.
All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only.


Section II:

If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


Section III:

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.





Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:  
Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1674


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1674


Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1674


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1674.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-378 through #09-385 and #09-387.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

#09-378   Authorize Tax Collector to Refund Duplicate 3rd  Quarter 2009 Tax Payments


WHEREAS, the tax office has received a duplicate tax payment for the 3rd quarter 2009 taxes on the following property; and

WHEREAS, a written request was received from their mortgage company to refund the overpaid amounts directly to the mortgage company.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue refund check in the following amount and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot

Name & Address



Refund Amount

409/50

Nancy Brown




$2,616.83




784 Kinderkamack Road, Unit 1.04




River Edge, NJ  07661







TOTAL:

$2,616.83

Make check payable to:

FIRST AMERICAN REAL ESTATE TAX SERVICE

Refund Unit – DFW 1-3

One First American Way

Westlake, TX  76262
October 5, 2009

********
#09-379 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on October 19, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the October 19, 2009      meeting at 7:00 p.m. and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference

09-10/19-1

Matthew Giacobbe, Esq.-Personnel  N.J.S.A. 10:4-l2(8)

                     Police Negotiations




Hammel v River Edge

    N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7)

2. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. Any non-attorney client privilege communications will be released at the conclusion of the litigation subject of any order of the court.

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

October 5, 2009
********
#09-380  Amend Agreement with Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey for Professional Services for Expert Legal Services

WHEREAS, there exists a need for Expert Legal Services for tax appeal representation; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. via resolution #09-81 dated February 17, 2009 in the amount of $10,000.00 and amended via resolution #09-258 on June 15, 2009 in the amount of $11,000.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Expert Legal Services for tax appeal representation; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on October 5, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-174 of the Current Fund an amount not to exceed $5,000.00.


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

October 5, 2009

********

#09-381 Amend Agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 for Legal Services as Redevelopment Attorney

WHEREAS, there exists a need for Legal Services for the purpose of redevelopment of the Southern End of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Colin Quinn, Esq. via resolution #09-10 dated January 2, 2009 in the amount of $4,500.00, amended via resolution #09-182 dated April 6, 2009 in the amount of $28,000.00 and amended via resolution #09-315 dated August 3, 2009 in the amount of $15,000.00; and


WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Legal Services for redevelopment representation; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Colin Quinn, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Colin Quinn, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Colin Quinn, Esq. from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on October 5, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-180 of the Current Fund in an amount not to exceed $20,000.00.


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Colin Quinn, Esq., 745 Kinderkamack Road, New Jersey, 07601.

2. The Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

October 5, 2009

********

Councilman Higgins-noted that the date listed in paragraph 1. should be October 5, 2009 not September 28, 2009.

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to approve resolution #09-382 as amended.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilwoman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.
#09-382 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the October 5, 2009 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
09-10/5-1

Colin Quinn, Esq.-Litigation




  Churn v River Edge
           N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7)

09-10/5-2

Bill Lindsley, Esq. – Aslanian




   v River Edge


     N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7)


09-10/5-3

Bill Lindsley, Esq. – Hammel v




   River Edge


     N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(7)       


2.  Any non-attorney client privilege communications will be released at the conclusion of the litigation subject of any orders of the court.

3.  This resolution shall take effect immediately.

October 5, 2009
********
#09-383 Change Order Approval and Amendatory Contract for the Restoration & Retrofitting of the Department of Public Works Building Project


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on January 1, 2008 via resolution #07-446 to Remm Construction Co., Inc., 45 Whitney Road, Mahwah New Jersey in the amount of $275,700; amended to include Alternate #2 ($5,000.00) decreasing the total amount to 270,700 via resolution #08-80 and Change Order #1 via resolution #08-84 in the amount of $2,093.00 dated February 4, 2008, Change Order #2 amended May 5, 2008 via resolution #08-208 in the amount of $2,170.00 and Change Order #3 via resolution #08-270 dated June 16, 2008 in the amount of $385.00; and


WHEREAS Change Order #4 in a decreased amount of ($10,600.00) represents the deletion of force main jetting, roof drain, light fixture at sink, thermostat faceplate and floor drain work and a credit for closet doors and unacceptable masonry work; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at their work session of October 5, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator, Borough Attorney, Superintendent of Public Works and the Consulting Architect have recommended the above change.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Remm Construction Co., Inc. for Change Order #4.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute said contract, and Change Order #4.

October 5, 2009
********
#09-384 Resolution to Authorize the Mayor and Administrator to Sign the Municipal Alliance Grant


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse through the County of Bergen.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following:

1. The Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge does hereby authorize submission of an application for the River Edge Municipal Alliance grant for calendar year 2010 in the amount of $10,356.00.

2. The Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Administrator are hereby authorized
to sign the Municipal Alliance to Prevent Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Grant.

October 5, 2009
********
#09-385_ Resolution to Allow a 2009 Senior Citizen/Veteran Deduction

WHEREAS, Mr. Patrick Villano of 869 Elm Avenue, Block 113, Lot 11, has filed an application for a Veteran deduction in the amount of $250.00 and was approved by the Tax Assessor for the year 2009; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Anthony Patricolo of 842 Bogert Road, Block 204, Lot 17 has filed an application for a Senior deduction in the amount of $250.00 and was approved by the Tax Assessor for the year 2009; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Rosa Incitti of 128 Continental Avenue, Block 405, Lot 17 has filed an application for a Senior deduction in the amount of $250.00 and was approved by the Tax Assessor for the year 2009; and 

WHEREAS, Ms. Sondra Berman of 373 Oak Avenue, Block 910, Lot 25 has filed an application for a Senior deduction in the amount of $250.00 and was approved by the Tax Assessor for the year 2009; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Paul F. Caccavale of 150 Howland Avenue, Block 1002, Lot 47 has filed an application for a Veteran deduction in the amount of $250.00 and was approved by the Tax Assessor for the year 2009; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector grant the deduction and credit the 4th quarter 2009 billed amount on all the above properties in the total amount of $1,250.00.
October 5, 2009

*******

Councilwoman Rush read resolution #09-386 into the record.


Motion by Councilwoman Rush, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-386.
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Walker abstained.
#09-386  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$336,617.04

CAPITAL ACCOUNT





$ 17,809.84

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$  1,105.00

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$  8,125.00

TRUTH OTHER DEVELOPERS ACCOUNT


$  1,091.25     

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$  3,305.10

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT




$     86.90 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.
October 5, 2009

********

#09-387 Enter Into Agreement with SBA Communications for Entry and Testing of Block 620, Lot 1, Riverside Way. 


WHEREAS, SBA Communications will be erecting a cell tower on Borough property;  


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to enter into an Entry and Testing Agreement with SBA Communications and/or their agent.

October 5, 2009

********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to open hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

Paul Cordts-200 Greenway Terrace-stated that several towns have their meetings televised and asked why our meetings aren’t.  He also asked if they are looking to doing so in the future.
Mayor Watkins-stated that she thought that a group from River Dell were interested in doing it but there may have been a conflict because the Council meetings fell on the same night as the Board of Education meetings.  The Mayor mentioned that Joseph Dunsay had volunteered to help out and maybe they will look at it for next years budget.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Walker to close hearing of the public.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Cannon-had no comment.

Councilwoman Fletcher-reminded everyone that it’s Breast Cancer Awareness Month and was happy to see that the players in the sports arenas were wearing pink accessories and sneakers in support of the cause.  Councilwoman Fletcher attended the opening ceremonies at Overpeck Park to celebrate the renovation and conversion of a land fill.  She congratulated and thanked the Women’s Club for their constant contributions to the community and commended them for their hard work.  Councilwoman Fletcher informed everyone that the shared service study will be put before the freeholders on Wednesday and she also reminded everyone that Project Porch Light will take place on October 17th and thanked all of those involved.  Councilwoman Fletcher announced that Fire Prevention Week is this week and stated that the flags will be at half staff to honor fallen firefighters from previous years.  Councilwoman Fletcher thanked Councilman Smith and the rest of the Fire Department for all of their efforts in visiting the schools to educate our children on fire safety.  She is happy to see the first reading of ordinance #1675 because it is directly related to the proactive measures of saving firefighters lives and thanked the Fire Department for identifying this need and bringing it before the Council.  Councilwoman Fletcher invited everyone to attend the Fire Department’s Open House on October 11th and thanked them for many hours that they give to volunteer in the community.

Councilwoman Walker-congratulated the Women’s Club for this well deserved proclamation because their organization is a true testament of devotion to this community.  Councilwoman Walker was also very pleased to see the first reading on Ordinance #1675 because she feels that it is a pro-active approach to fire prevention and firefighter safety and awareness.  Councilwoman Walker stated that the Council has looked into video taping meetings on several occasions but found that it was too expensive.  She thinks that it’s a great idea and hopes that they will be able to find the funds to do so in the future.  She thanked everyone for coming up to the meeting this evening.
Councilman Higgins-thanked the Fire Department, especially Greg Cariddi for bringing this important issue to light and also thanked them for all that they do to make River Edge a safe town.  Councilman Higgins commended those who are promoting breast cancer awareness and hopes that they will find a cure in our lifetime.  Councilman Higgins also stated that the shared services study is going before the freeholders this week and Dennis McNerney, the County Executive has indicated his approval of this grant.  He is pleased that this study will not cost either borough a dime.  He is hoping that this study will come up with better ways to do things at a cheaper price.  Councilman Smith thanked everyone for coming up to the meeting this evening.
Councilwoman Rush-also thanked the Women’s Club for all of their hard work and dedication.  Councilwoman Rush spoke about Fire Prevention Week and the importance of educating the school children about fire safety and prevention in the home.  She too is very happy to see Ordinance #1675 go on because she has two firefighters in her house and by adopting this ordinance it will insure everyone’s safety.
Councilman Smith-also thanked the Women’s Club for their involvement in the community and hopes that younger members will continue to join to keep the tradition going. Councilman Smith is very encouraged by the Energy Aggregation that Alan reported on which will help drive down energy costs and result in significant savings for River Edge.  He feels that we are on the right track, the green track, in both dollars and for the environment and thanked the Council for being a positive force in making that happen.  Councilman Smith stated that being involved in Fire Prevention Week is one of the best things that he is involved in because he loves speaking with the children and senior citizens to reinforce fire safety.  He further stated that by the time the end of October comes, they will have visited over 3,000 people which are mostly children.  He feels that it’s a very worthwhile cause because he has seen a positive result when people are educated and know what to do in case of a fire.  Councilman Smith thanked the Council and especially Councilwoman Fletcher for leading us in obtaining certification for Sustainable New Jersey as it will only make things better for our community and our state.  He is pleased that we will be sharing services with New Milford for leaf recycling on a trial basis and entering into a new garbage contract.  He explained that this new contract will result in a savings to River Edge of $700,000.00 over a five year period.  He commended and thanked all of the employees and Council members who work very hard to keep expenses down.
Mayor Watkins-thanked Councilman Smith and the Fire Department for the countless hours they give to educate our children on fire prevention.  The Mayor is also pleased to see the first reading of Ordinance #1675 and thanked Marge Garofalo for coming to the meeting and accepting the Women’s Club Proclamation.  The Mayor thanked Marge for all of her efforts and also thanked the Women’s Club for always being there for our community.  The Mayor also acknowledged the importance of Breast Cancer Awareness month and thanked everyone for coming up this evening.
ADJOURNMENT – 8:45 P.M.

Motion by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilwoman Rush to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Rush, Councilman Higgins, Councilwoman Walker, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise A. Dondiego

Borough Clerk

Dated:

