
M I N U T E S
Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Tuesday, February 17, 2009
8:00 P.M.

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER –

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of the Borough Hall.

SILENT PRAYER - FLAG SALUTE


Mayor Watkins called for a moment of silent prayer and asked Councilman Cannon to lead the salute to the flag.

STATEMENT -

Mayor Watkins read the statement under the Sunshine Law and asked the Clerk to put it into the minutes.  “Adequate Notice of this meeting has been made by sending notice on December 19, 2008 to the RIDGEWOOD NEWSPAPER and December 19, 2008 to THE RECORD, by positioning on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall, and filing a Notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk”.

ROLL CALL: Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon, Councilwoman Fletcher and Mayor Watkins were present, Councilwoman Walker and Councilwoman Rush were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council work session and regular meeting of February 2, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

PROCLAMATION & AWARDS –

Mayor Watkins read the Proclamation Declaring February 12, 2009 as Abraham Lincoln Day into the record as follows:
P R O C L A MA T I O N


WHEREAS, Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President, was one of the nation’s most prominent leaders, demonstrating true courage during the Civil War, one of the greatest crises in the Nation’s history; and


WHEREAS, born of humble roots in Hardin (now LaRue) County, Kentucky, on February 12, 1809, Abraham Lincoln rose to the Presidency through a legacy of honesty, integrity, intelligence and commitment to the United States; and


WHEREAS, with the belief that all men were created equal, Abraham Lincoln led the effort to free all slaves in the United States; and


WHEREAS,  Abraham Lincoln had a generous heart, with “malice toward none, with charity for all” ; and


WHEREAS,  Abraham Lincoln gave the ultimate sacrifice for the country he loved, dying from an assassin’s bullet on April 15, 1865; and

 
WHEREAS, all Americans could benefit from studying the life of Abraham Lincoln, for Lincoln’s life is a model for accomplishing the “American Dream” through honesty, integrity, loyalty and a lifetime of education; and


WHEREAS,  the year 2009 will be the Bicentennial anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln.


NOW, THEREFORE, I, Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor of the Borough of River Edge do hereby proclaim:

February 12, 2009

As

Abraham Lincoln Day


I urge citizens, schools, businesses, churches and media of the Borough of River Edge to use this occasion to dedicate ourselves to preserve the legacy of our 16th President.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Dated:  February 17, 2009

********
APPOINTMENTS & PERSONNEL CHANGES –

Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary increase of Curt Wilhelm, Police Department, from an annual salary of $112,501.57 to $121,502.59 as Acting Sergeant over 75 days as per contract, effective February 14, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the salary increase of Joseph Zemaites, Patrolman in the Police Department from an annual salary of $34,111.00 to $43,006.00 due to the satisfactory completion of a six-month probationary period, effective March 15, 2009.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

CORRESPONDENCE –


Notice
-
River Edge Board of Education – 2/2/09





Re:  Meeting 2/4/09


Letter
-
County of Bergen – 2/5/09





Re: Approval of $300,000 Grant


Letter
-
Cablevision – 2/5/09





Re:  Deletion of iO Sports


Letter
-
Cablevision – 2/5/09





Re:Programmer Notification of Channel Rebrands


Letter
-
State of New Jersey – 2/6/09





Re:  2008 Community Forestry Status Report


Letter
-
2010 Census Bureau – 2/9/09





Re:  Census Workshops


Letter
-
City of Hackensack – 2/9/09





Re:  Board of Adjustment-Bl. 504.02, Lt. 14.22


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 2/10/09





Re:  Resolution Regarding Joseph McGowan


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders -2/10/09





Re:  Resolution for Black History Month


Letter
-
Board of Chosen Freeholders – 2/10/09





Re: Ordinance for Juvenile Detention Center 


Letter
-
Borough of Elmwood Park – 2/13/09





RE: Resolution adopted supporting amending





Binding arbitration laws in the State of NJ


Notice
-
PSE & G – 2/13/09





RE: Energy Efficiency Programs
MONTHLY REPORTS –


Code Enforcement


-
January 2009


Building Department

-
January 2009


Annual Debt Statement

-
2008

ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1641 as follows:

Ordinance #1641 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION N.J.S.A. 40:4-53


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1641 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1641

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION N.J.S.A. 40:4-53


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53 (Chapter 48, P.L. 1956 as amended by Chapter 144, P.L. 1965 and Chapter 38, P.L. 1969) the sum of $3,780.00 is hereby appropriated for the

A. Preparation of a revision and codification of ordinances.

And shall be deemed a special emergency appropriation as defined and provided for in N.J.S.A. 40A-4-55.


The authorization to finance the appropriation shall be provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of at least one fifth of the amount authorized pursuant to this act (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-55).


This ordinance shall take effect when passed and published as required by law.







Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

ATTEST:

Denise A. Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1642 as follows:

Ordinance #1642 AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2009


Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve the first reading of Ordinance #1642 as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1642

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2009


WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge in the County of Bergen finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY2009 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the budget for said year, amounting to $355,106.83 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and 


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, in the County of Bergen, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring that, in the CY2009 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of River Edge shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14, be increase by 3.5% amounting to $355,106.83 and that the CY2009 municipal budget for the borough of River Edge be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and


BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and


BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced by filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days on introduction; and


BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption.

__________________________________________







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:    

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

********
ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading


Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1639 as follows:

Ordinance #1639 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #1630 FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBLE POSITIONS FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM


Ordinance #1639 was introduced by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilwoman Walker at the February 2, 2009 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE

ORDINANCE #1639

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #1630 FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBLE POSITIONS FOR THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PROGRAM


BE IT ORDAINED, that the position of Court Administrator be moved from Paragraph 1. b. of Ordinance #1630 to Paragraph 2. k.


All ordinances inconsistent with the provision of this

ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only. 


If any provision of this ordinance are found to be invalid, for any reason, by the final judgment of a competent jurisdiction, the invalidity of such portions shall not effect the remaining provisions of this ordinance, which shall be severable therefrom.


This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as required by law.







Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1639

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1639

There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1639 
Councilman Smith-asked if this ordinance could be explained so that the public understands what it is.
Alan Negreann-explained that this is a new pension system which requires a contribution from the employer and the employee and it goes into a fund for investment until retirement.  This is a major change in the pension system which should save a tremendous amount of money going forward.  This particular ordinance is amending the previous ordinance to take the title of Court Administrator out of the plan.  The State has decided that the Court Administrator’s position would not be subject to the new plan.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to adopt Ordinance #1639.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

********

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk read the title of Ordinance #1640 as follows:

Ordinance #1640 – AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE JOHNSON AVENUE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN


Ordinance #1640 was introduced by Councilwoman Walker, seconded by Councilman Smith at the February 2, 2009 meeting as follows:

BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE
ORDINANCE #1640

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE JOHNSON AVENUE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 


WHEREAS, on June 19, 2006 the Mayor and Council adopted Resolution #06-213 designating Block 1418, Lots 1, 2, 3, 3.01 and 4 (“Subject Property”) as an area in need of redevelopment under the New Jersey Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq; and 


WHEREAS, therefore the Governing Body retained the services of A. Nelessen Associates, Inc., 49 River Road, Belle Meade, New Jersey to draft a Redevelopment Plan for the Subject Property; and

WHEREAS, A. Nelessen Associates, Inc. prepared a Redevelopment Plan which has been reviewed by the River Edge Planning Board, the property owner/developer and other agents and departments of the Borough and by the Mayor and Council who approve of the Redevelopment Plan; and

WHEREAS, the River Edge Planning Board found in its review that the Redevelopment Plan is consistent with the Master Plan for the Borough of River Edge;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

Section I:


The Governing Body hereby adopts the “Johnson Avenue Redevelopment Plan” prepared March 21, 2008 and revise through December 8, 2008 a copy of which is annexed hereto, as the Redevelopment Plan for the Subject Property, Block 1418, Lots 1, 2, 3, 3.01 and 4.

Section II:


The Redevelopment Plan shall supersede all provisions of Chapter 416 “Zoning” of the Code of the Borough of River Edge.  In all situations where zoning issues are not addressed in the Redevelopment Plan, Chapter 416 of the Borough Code shall remain in full force and effect.

Section III:


Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7(c) the Zoning Map of the Borough of River Edge is hereby amended to identify the redevelopment area in the manner depicted in the “Johnson Avenue Redevelopment Plan.”

Section IV:


If any provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not effect the other provisions of this Ordinance, except so far as the provision so declared invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder of any portion thereof.

Section V:


This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as required by law and upon filing with the Bergen County Planning Board.






Margaret Falahee Watkins, Mayor

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:
OPEN HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1640


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

CLOSE HEARING OF PUBLIC – Ordinance #1640


There being no comments by the public, motion by Councilman Cannon, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

ADOPTION – Ordinance #1640


Motion by Councilman Higgins, seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Ordinance #1640.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

********
RESOLUTIONS - By Consent


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to approve resolution #09-74 through #09-88 and #09-90.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

#09-74  Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the February 17, 2009 meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






 Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

 Reference
09-2/17-1

Personnel –Non-Contractual 
   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




   Employees

09-2/17-2

Personnel – Part-time Plumbing   N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)




   Sub-Code Official


2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

February 17, 2009
********
#09-75 Authorize Refund of Parking Permit

WHEREAS, a yearly parking permit for the River Edge Road Train Lot was issued and then returned to the Borough of River Edge.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Accounts Supervisor is hereby authorized to issue a refund in the amount of $161.33 for the yearly permit to:

Name/Address


  Permit #

Amount


Sofya Korinets 


   #037

$161.33


307 Woodland Avenue


River Edge, NJ  07661

February 17, 2009

********
Councilwoman Fletcher-asked if there is any paperwork holding this resolution up.
Bill Lindsley, Esq.-no, this is accepting the grant.

Alan Negreann-explained that this resolution does name the Mayor as the signatory on this grant agreement for the County portion and suggested it be amended to allow the Council President to sign.

Motion by Councilwoman Fletcher, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve resolution #09-76 as amended.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.


#09-76 Resolution to Enter into a Grant Agreement with the County of Bergen for the Purpose of Using $300,000.00 in the 2008 Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund for the Bogert Road Pocket Park Acquisition


BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge wish to enter into an agreement with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using $300,000 in the 2008 Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund for the Bogert Road Pocket Park Acquisition; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Esther Fletcher, Council President to be a signatory to the aforesaid grant agreement; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Alan P. Negreann, Borough Administrator/Chief Financial Officer to sign all County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid project.

February 17, 2009
********
#09-77 Resolution Opposing the League of Municipalities Resolution #2008-03 Recommending Amendment to N.J.S.A. 40:54-8 Regarding Tax Levies for Free Public Libraries


WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge received a form of resolution from the League of Municipalities with regard to recommending an amendment to N.J.S.A. 40:54-8 regarding tax levies for free public libraries; and


WHEREAS, this was discussed at the February 2, 2009 meeting with the Library Board; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body finds that it is not in the best interest of the Borough of River Edge to support a reduction of the amount equal to 1/3 of a mil on every dollar of assessable property within the Borough of River Edge.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge does hereby oppose the effort to reduce the 1/3 of a mil on every dollar of assessable property within the Borough of River Edge.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy be forwarded to the League of Municipalities, the State representatives of the Borough of River Edge, the Governor and the Library Board.

February 17, 2009
********
#09-78 Enter Into Agreement with Millennium Strategies LLC, 60 Roseland Avenue, Caldwell, New Jersey 07006 for Extraordinary Unspecifiable Services


WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Grant Consultant for the Borough of River Edge; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for Extraordinary, Unspecifiable Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, William Lindsley, Esq. has certified that this meets the statute and regulations governing the award of said contract.


WHEREAS, a standard certification declaration for an Extraordinary Unspecifiable Service has been received by the Governing Body from the Borough Administrator; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1652-172 of the Current Fund in the amount not to exceed $39,000.00 subject to the Governing Body making sufficient funds available in the 2009 budget.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Millennium Strategies LLC, 60 Roseland Avenue, Caldwell, New Jersey 07006.  The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as an "Extraordinary, Unspecifiable Service" in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-5(l)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law.

2. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

February 17, 2009

********

#09-79 Resolution Approving the Certification List of Volunteer Members of the River Edge Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. Qualifying for Credit Under the Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP) for 2008  


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge adopted Ordinance #1289 on May 7, 2000 which created the Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP); and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-191 requires that the River Edge Ambulance Service, Inc. furnish the Mayor and Council with an annual certification list of all members who have qualified for credit under the award program for the previous year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge that the Mayor and Council hereby approves the list of the members of the River Edge Ambulance Service, Inc. certified by the Captain for the year 2008, a copy of which list is attached here as Exhibit A; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be posted by the Captain of the Ambulance Service.

February 17, 2009

********
#09-81  Enter Into Agreement with Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey for Professional Services for Expert Legal Services

WHEREAS, there exists a need for Expert Legal Services for tax appeal representation; and

WHEREAS, Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. meets the criteria for a professional service contract under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed this matter at a work session on February 17, 2009; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and

WHEREAS, Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Alan P. Spiniello, Esq. has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Alan P. Spiniello from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #01-2010-20-1552-174 of the Current Fund an amount not to exceed $10,000.


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;


WHEREAS, the rate of pay shall not exceed $85.00 per hour:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Alan P. Spiniello, Esq., 45 Essex Street, Hackensack, New Jersey, 07601.

2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.

4. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the RIDGEWOOD NEWS for publication.

February 17, 2009

********
#09-82 Resolution to Request a Minimum of 35 Years Until Joseph McGowan’s Next Parole Date


WHEREAS, on April 19, 1973, Joan Angela D’Alessandro, a resident of Hillsdale, Bergen County, then 7 years old, was brutally assaulted and murdered by her neighbor, Joseph McGowan while delivering Girl Scout cookies; and


WHEREAS, Joseph McGowan, a former high school chemistry teacher, is currently incarcerated for the killing of Joan Angela D’Alessandro; and


WHEREAS, Joan Angela D’Alessandro’s mother, Rosemarie D’Alessandro has worked effortlessly for 15 years to persuade the New Jersey Parole Board to keep Joseph McGowan behind bars; and


WHEREAS, Joseph McGowan has gone before the Parole Board of East Jersey State Prison many times already.  His release was denied in 1993, 1998, 2002 and 2008 the parole hearing found that Joseph McGowan was unwilling to take responsibility for murdering his neighbor; and


WHEREAS, Joseph McGowan has never shown any remorse for his crime and has made no substantial progress in addressing the issues that led him to murder Joan Angela D’Alessandro and has demonstrated a substantial risk for recidivism.  Joseph McGowan has even been characterized as having the personality of a mass murderer; and


WHEREAS, Joan’s family should not be made to relive this horrible crime every few years when there is a parole hearing.  They continue to suffer unnecessarily on Joseph McGowan’s account; and


WHEREAS, in addition to the efforts of Rosemarie D’Alessandro, the Borough of River Edge hereby supports the position that Joseph McGowan should not be granted another parole hearing for a minimum of thirty five years.  The rape and murder of an innocent child is a serious crime that demands justice; and the family of Joan Angela D’Alessandro should be given the peace of mind of knowing that their child’s murderer will remain behind bars for another thirty five years before he can be eligible for parole.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge hereby abides by the conclusion that the next eligible parole date of Joseph McGowan should not be for a minimum 35 years from now otherwise this creates a grave injustice to the family of Joan Angela D’Alessandro as well as to society.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the New Jersey State Assembly, All Bergen County municipalities, the Bergen County Police Chiefs Association, the New Jersey PBA, the New Jersey State Senate, the Office of the Bergen County Prosecutor, and to Chairman Peter J. Barnes Jr. of the New Jersey State Parole Board.

February 17, 2009

********

#09-83 Resolution to Amend the Current Binding Interest Arbitration Laws

WHEREAS, personnel and personnel related costs make up approximately 70% + of municipal budgets; and

WHEREAS, binding  interest arbitration has been a principal reason for the increase in public safety salaries and therefore correlates to increased salaries for all public employees; and

WHEREAS, there is a strong connection between current binding arbitration awards and the overwhelming property tax burden on the residents of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, an amendment of binding interest arbitration laws to mandate greater emphasis on the Municipalities ability to pay and the impact on the tax paying public would help to level the playing field and lessen the impact upon residents.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby encourages the Legislature and the Governor to amend the current binding interest arbitration laws to provide municipalities with a fairer and more appropriate process;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to Governor Jon Corzine, the legislators to the 39th District, Municipalities of Bergen and Passaic Counties and the New Jersey League of Municipalities.

February 17, 2009
********
#09-84 Resolution to Go Into Closed Session and Exclude Public on February 23, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.10:4-12, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain enumerated circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.  That the public shall be excluded from the                meeting and discussion of the hereinafter specified subject matter:

Closed Session






Statutory

Docket #      
Item Title or Description

Reference

09-2/23-1

Personnel-Non-Contractual 




Employees



 N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(8)

09-2/23-2

Personnel-Police Lieutenant    N.J.S.A. 10:4-l2(8)

09-2/23-3
      Personnel – Non-Contractual




DPW/Police Employees

 N.J.S.A. 10:2-12(8)

2.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public within a reasonable time, the substance of which will be released after the Mayor and Council or the specific authorized public body has reviewed and specifically accepted the data.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

February 17, 2009

********
#09-85 Emergency Temporary Budget
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-l9 provides that (where any contract, commitments or payments are to be made prior to the final adoption of the 2009 budget) temporary appropriations should be made for the purpose and amounts required in the manner and time therein provided; and

WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2009 equals $3,765,138.11.

WHEREAS, the line items and appropriation amounts listed below have been included in the budget as approved on introduction and will be included in the budget as finally adopted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all members therof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S. 40:4-2:

1.  An emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for:


TEMPORARY APPROPRIATION - 2009
                  


Operations

Operations

General Appropriation


Within CAPS

Excluded CAPS
General Administration 


Salaries & Wages 20-1001

$   10,000.00

Municipal Clerk

      Salaries & Wages 20-1201
$   12,000.00

Revenue Administration


Salaries & Wages 20-1451
$    1,000.00

Financial Administration

Salaries & Wages 20-1301
$   10,000.00

Other Expenses 20-1302

$    5,000.00 

Planning Board

Salaries & Wages 21-1801
$    2,000.00  

Engineering Services 

Other Expenses 20-1652

$    30,000.00

Legal Services 


Other Expenses 20-1552

$    20,000.00

Vehicle Maintenance


Salaries & Wages 26-3151
$   10,000.00

Other Code Enforcement


Salaries & Wages 22-2001
$    1,000.00

Uniform Fire Safety



Salaries & Wages 25-2651
$    1,000.00

Bergen County Utilities Authority


Other Expenses 31-4552




$50,000.00

Recycling


Salaries & Wages 26-3051
$   15,000.00

Maintenance of Parks


Salaries & Wages 28-3751-011
$   10,000.00

Municipal Court


Salaries & Wages 43-4901
$    6,000.00

Social Security System


Other Expenses 36-4722

$   10,000.00

Police Communications


Other Expenses 25-2502




$  5,000.00

Audit Services


Other Expenses 20-1352

$   23,350.00

Bus


Salary & Wages 27-3311

$    3,000.00

Mayor and Council 


Other Expenses 20-1102

$    1,000.00

New Jersey Environmental Infra Trust 


Other Expenses 45-9442-104
  


$   4,000.00

New Jersey Environmental Infra Trust


Other Expenses 45-9452-103



$    1,000.00

Public Defender


Other Expenses 43-4952

$    1,500.00

Total Operations Including

  
Contingent Within “CAPS”
$  171,850.00

Total Other Operations

  
Excluded from “CAPS”




$ 60,000.00

Total Temporary General


Appropriations


$  231,850.00

February 17, 2009

********
#09-86  Change Order #4 Approval and Amendatory Contract to Hutton Construction, LLC for the Wayne Avenue Pump Station Project


WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.2 lists the requirements for all Change Orders; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge awarded a contract on December 17, 2007 via resolution #07-414 to Hutton Construction, LLC, 41 Village Park Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey, 07009 in the amount of $738,729.00, amended via resolution #08-86 to include alternates bringing the base total to $748,729.00 and Change Order #1 via resolution #08-179 in the amount of $6,750.00 dated April 21, 2008, Change Order #2 via resolution #08-180 dated April 21, 2008 in the amount of $12,840.62, and Change Order #3 via resolution #08-319 dated August 4, 2008 in the amount of $14,702.45; and


WHEREAS, Change Order #4 reflects an addition to the contract to furnish and install an odor control unit for a total increase amount not to exceed $16,901.69; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney and the Borough Engineer have reviewed the above change.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of River Edge shall enter into a written amendatory contract with Hutton Construction, LLC for Change Order #4.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exact form of this amendatory contract shall be at the discretion of the Borough Attorney and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are authorized to execute said contract and Change Order #4.

********
#09-87 Authorize Refund or Cancellation of 2008 Added Assessments Due to County Board Judgments


WHEREAS, the Tax Office has received County Board Judgments for the year 2008 on the following properties reducing the Added Assessment values for the year 2008.

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Accounts Supervisor refunds the following property owners and the Tax Collector to adjust her records accordingly.

Block/Lot
Property owner
    Cancelled Amount

Refund Amount

308/15
Korath, James & Susan



  
$  104.98



712 Eighth Ave.

703/22
Krasas, Chris & Melissa




$2,290.52



240 Greenway Ter.

909/50
Mei, Deborah

   $  407.22



404 Oak Ave.

1207/10
Ogden, Sheridan & Dorothy  $   26.24



70 Lakeview St.
February 17, 2009

********
#09-88 Transfer of Funds in the Budget Appropriation Reserve


WHEREAS, various 2008 bills have been presented for payment this year, which bills were not covered by a purchase order number and/or recorded at the time of transfer between the 2008 Budget Appropriation Reserve in the last two months of 2008; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-59 provides that all unexpended balances carried forward after the close of the year are available, until lapsed at the close incurred during the preceding fiscal year, and allow transfers to be made from unexpended balances which are expected to be insufficient during the first three months on the succeeding year.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of River Edge that the transfer in the amount of $1,500.00 be made between the 2008 Budget Appropriation Reserves as follows:

FROM: Public Health Svs S/W


27-3301
$1,500.00

  TO: Building & Grounds O/E


20-3102
$1,500.00

February 17, 2009

********

Councilman Smith read resolution #09-89 into the record.


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to approve resolution #09-89.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

#09-89  Payment of Bills
WHEREAS, vouchers for the payment of goods and services rendered to the Borough of River Edge have been received; and

WHEREAS, each bill has been checked by the receiving department, approved by the Chief Financial Officer and Borough Clerk and reviewed by the three members of the Finance Committee; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that bills as listed now be confirmed for payment from the appropriate funds as follows:

CURRENT ACCOUNT TOTAL




$2,138,726.23

RECREATION ACCOUNT




$      890.00           

SELF INSURANCE ACCOUNT




$    2,898.68

TRUST OTHER ACCOUNT




$    3,170.00    

OPEN SPACE ACCOUNT



      $      330.00  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that claims read and approved by the Governing Body at a Council meeting will be dated the day after the reading of those claims and will appear on the following bill list at the next public meeting of the Mayor and Council at which time claims would be paid.
February 17, 2009

********
#09-90 Amend Agreement with Vincent D'Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 for Professional Services Related to Restoration/Upgrade and/or Mitigation of Fire Company # 2 Located at 55 Ackerson Street and the Department of Public Works Facility Located at 1 Riverside Way
WHEREAS, there exists a need for expert architectural services related to the Design, Bid and Supervision for Fire Company #2 and the Department of Public Works, and
WHEREAS, the Borough of River Edge has previously awarded a contract to Vincent D'Amore via resolution #07-173 dated May 7, 2007, amended via resolution #07-318 in the amount of $4,500.00 on September 4, 2007, amended via resolution #07-397 in the amount of $5,500.00 on December 3, 2007; $8,000.00 on May 5, 2008; and
WHEREAS, additional funding is required for Professional Services for Architectural Services related to the Department of Public Works Roof; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #04-2150-55-1458-300 of the Capital Fund in the amount not to exceed $5,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the annual aggregate value of the service may exceed $17,500; and
WHEREAS, Vincent D'Amore has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Vincent D'Amore has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of River Edge Governing Body in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Vincent D'Amore from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for "Professional Services" without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection;
WHEREAS, that rate of pay shall not exceed per hour:
Principal 
$90 .00
Draftsman
$30.00
Secretary
$25.00
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of River Edge as follows:
1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached agreement with Vincent D'Amore, 575 Clarendon Court, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661; and
2. The business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of  Value be placed on file with this resolution; and
3.      The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as "Professional Service" in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the service performed is by a person authorized to practice a recognized profession.
February 17, 2009
********
OPEN HEARING OF THE PUBLIC -


Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Cannon to open hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

Lisa Gladwell-41 Wayne Avenue-asked if there was any feedback or action being taken with regard to a letter she had given to the Council stating their concerns with the traffic problems on Wayne Avenue.
Councilman Higgins-stated that he will contact Chief Cariddi and get back to her.  He also asked Ms. Gladwell when was the last time she spoke with the Chief.

Lisa Gladwell-hasn’t heard back from Chief Cariddi but has heard from her neighbors that they have called when there were problems with motorists blocking driveways and no one from the Police Department came.  She acknowledged that there is Police presence up on Bogert and Wayne but feels that there needs to be a presence down by Wayne and Green Street and Wayne and Kinderkamack.  She stated that there has been an additional “Do Not Block Driveway” sign put up but there has been no enforcement.
Councilman Higgins-assured Ms. Gladwell that he will speak with Chief Cariddi about her concerns.
Alan Negreann-stated that they have information on the Safe Routes to School Program and along with sidewalk improvements they could work with the schools because there is an educational component to it as well.  He further stated that if Chief Cariddi thought that we would benefit from it they would certainly make application to see if we can accomplish that.
CLOSE HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Higgins to close hearing of the public.


ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.

COUNCIL COMMENTS –
Councilman Smith-stated that when Roosevelt School did their addition, Chief Starace put together a comprehensive traffic plan and once the plan was in place there was significant Police presence during that time.  He further stated that any time you make a change like that it is difficult for everyone and it did take some time to smooth things out.
Councilman Higgins-recognized Mr. Bertin in the audience and stated that they had approved the Johnson Avenue Redevelopment Plan and thanked him for coming.  Councilman Higgins informed everyone that he and Councilman Smith met with three Councilmen from Oradell along with Wolfgang Albrecht to discuss shared services. He continued by saying that they did reach a satisfactory agreement with regard to the portable digital police sign and also for the scraper that will get rid of goose droppings.  He is very encouraged by the outcome of the meeting and is hopeful that the cooperation will continue as they are working on setting up a second meeting to continue discussions.  Councilman Higgins also is encouraged by the fact that the County Executive, McNerney is willing to come up and talk about how the County will help to promote shared services.

Councilman Cannon-had no comment.

Councilwoman Fletcher-thanked the Council for supporting resolution #09-82.  She reminded everyone that the unification ceremony for Temple Sholom and Temple Avoda will take place on March 6, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. and welcomed everyone to attend.  Councilwoman Fletcher recognized the Boy Scouts who were sitting in the back of the room during the meeting and stated that they are most likely pursuing their citizenship badges and welcomed them to the meeting.
Mayor Watkins-thanked everyone for coming to the meeting this evening and reminded everyone that the next work session meeting will be on Monday, February 23rd. 
ADJOURNMENT – 8:25 P.M.

Motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Fletcher to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Councilman Smith, Councilman Higgins, Councilman Cannon and Councilwoman Fletcher voted yes, Councilwoman Rush and Councilwoman Walker were absent.






Mayor Margaret Falahee Watkins

Attest:

Denise Dondiego, Borough Clerk

Dated:

