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BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE 
RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH AT 7:00PM 
MINUTES 

 
MEETING TO ORDER: 7:11pm call to order 
 
ROLL CALL:  Jimmy Teehan, Lauren Cerullo, Ken Krautheim, Alicia Armental, Carolyn 
Baldanza, Chris Ilg (late), Chris Lau (late) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Alicia Armental motion to approve, Lauren Cerullo 2nd, all in 
favor 
 
OPEN TO PUBLIC: None 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Budget Review: Trip line caught up, no longer in the red.  
Review of Newsletter: Commission in favor of the new newsletter. Alicia proposed having a 
write up on Carolyn, as the new Director. Ken recommended the introductory come from Jimmy 
Teehan, as chair of the commission. Jimmy says the introductory should be on the cover. 
Suggestions on edits of the commissioner listing. 
Distribution list currently 97 recipients. 
Website: The recreation page is now found by URL riveredgenj.org/recreation.  The webpage is 
outdated, but Carolyn is doing what she can to make the information user friendly. Website is 
work in progress. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Trips: The Sands Casino, Sunday, September 16th went well.  It was a full bus with 55 attendees. 
Hunterdon Hills trip (12/9) we are at 44 registrants; bus capacity is 55. Registration deadline is 
October 5th. 
 
Summer Camp Survey Results: 33% response rate, 92 respondents our of  280 recipients (may be 
skewed because of multiple emails per household).  Discussion on responses regarding rain and 
requests for longer days. Discussion of doing multiple shifts, morning and afternoon or all day 
option.  Discussion on if Community Center will be able to house all the campers during 
inclement situations.  Maybe offering an extended day as an option for those who need it. 
 
Meet with River Edge Board of Education in July.  The Mayor and Council is working on an 
agreement with the BOED for indoor and outdoor space.  REGAL and Boys Basketball is 
charged approximate $4,500 a year for use of the gymnasiums.  River Edge BOED charges for 
custodians for each day.  River Dell Board of Education charges for Weekend custodial staff.  
Also, during the meeting with the REBOED, it was discussed the safety of using the gymnasium.  
Tova is asking that the doors be kept locked and have someone at the door to open for those who 
need to enter the facility. Ken explained how the rest of the building is secured and how the 
current operations has been cleared through Chief Cariddi in past conversations. REGAL has a 
person scheduled to help to supervise the hallways. Discussion on past proposal to change the 
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two main baskets at Cherry Hill.  In March of this year Stan had suggested to change the 
Roosevelt old gym backboards. Although REGAL does not have an interest in changing 
Roosevelt, only Cherry Hill. Will have to further discuss with Alphonse, because this should all 
be a part of the agreement.  
 
No updates on the Outdoor Fitness Equipment. 
 
There are 3 pending Memorial Benches. Two of the concrete slabs have been installed.  Michelle 
Cariddi’s bench is done. Waiting on the plaque for Dan Boland’s bench and the delivery of 
another bench for Klara Shekhtman.  Suggestion to do Memorial Pavers at new Community 
Center 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Teen Night was a great success; 130 registered.  Not great response for the Focus Group from the 
Teen Night contacts. Will have to look at other ways to get people for the focus group. It was a 
nice collaboration between Oradell and River Edge and a start to a nice relations between the two 
Recreation Departments.  
 
Music in the Park scheduled for 10/6.  Having a hard time get a food truck because of the time of 
year, many trucks are committed to other events.  Lauren suggested a resident who has her own 
dessert company. Discussion on lighting at the park and the issue with three light poles out. 
 
River Edge Day is 10/7.  We have 28 businesses registered. Discussion on volunteers to help 
with setup of River Edge Day.  Jimmy said the confirmation candidates are a big help for setup. 
The Recreation Commission will run the Rec table.  Discussion on what tickets to give for the 
raffle.  
 
Looking for Halloween Parade entertainment. Jimmy will get recommendations through 
Paramus. 
 
New Business from Jimmy Teehan regarding the money in the men’s softball account to be used 
for a new scoreboard at KBG field. Jimmy made a motion to explore the purchase of scoreboard 
out of the men’s and women’s softball money, Chris Lau 2nd, all in favor, none opposed. 
 
Community Center Discussion.  Jimmy Teehan brought up concerns about if camp is cancelled 
the building proposed may not be able to house all the kids; he has concerns of safety.  For Teen 
program, they need a gym.  A gym can be a multiple purpose room.  If we had a gym the conflict 
with Board of Ed would be gone. Ken mentioned the cost would increase. Jimmy says, so what’s 
the rush.  Jimmy proposed that Carolyn serve on the Community Center planning committee and 
have a say.  Chris Lau mentioned that he doesn’t’ think the Mayor and Council know the issues 
with the day camp. Chris Lau thinks they are building the Community Center for SCORE, but 
have come to ask Rec.  Jimmy said we made it clear that we don’t want to be a apart of it, but if 
Carolyn is going to be planning and running the building she should have a say in it.  Alicia 
agreed that Carolyn should be involved. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 9:13pm: Motion by Alicia Armental, 2nd Chris Lau, All in Favor. 


