BOROUGH OF RIVER EDGE PLANNING BOARD MINUTES
February 11, 2016
Mr. Chewcaskie Esq.
 
 
ROLL CALL PRESENT:  Lou Grasso, Vito Acquafredda, Chris  Caslin, James Arakelian, Ed Mignone, Ellen Boland, Dr. Gewirtz, Ms. Boland, Mr. Hagas (is sworn in)  (vote will be official)
 
Absent  -  Mr. Glass, Mr. Monroe
 
Salute to Flag
 
Sunshine Law (Open Public Meetings Act) 
Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by sending notices on December 5, 2015 to the Record and the Ridgewood News.  By positioning on the Bulletin Board in the lobby of the Borough Hall and filing a notice of the same with the Municipal Clerk.
 
Mr. Glass - I wanted to ask the board members we have another meeting scheduled at 7PM 2 weeks from today and we are cutting it close getting a quorum .  Let me know it you can make it.  
 
Mr. Glass called the Planning Board meeting to order at 8:00PM.
 
Peja Corp. 2015-09, 259 Johnson Avenue, Block 1417, Application Completeness, 
 
Mr. Arakelian – Based on the information we have heard from Mr. Lapacka there may be some reorientation 
 
Lawyer for the client we want to proceed this evening solely on the understanding that we are here on the Calomino site trying to keep everything as it was as approved in 2001.  I think that is the cleanest  easiest approach as everything was previously approved and that is really the application that is before you.  
 
Mr. Araleian -  Based upon what we heard from Mr. Lapake, there may be some reorientation in the parking  phases I doubt if anyone knows how or why, but from what I see today between the two properties, which were considered by the board in 2001 there are 34 spaces and there will be 34 spaces going forward   In the event the number of spaces on the adjoining lot, which is subject to a lease agreement.  If those leases are terminated that you would return to the board for some sort of formal site plan approval.
 
Mr. Arakelian– That is correct.  In addition with respect to what we are not considering if the applicant wishes to consider that they will file a formal site plan application to amend whatever approval if the board is going to grant approval this evening.  
 
Member – My question is if you are planning on valet parking and you are only approved for 34 spots on the two joining properties what happens when you start trying to cram cars in for valet parking?  Valet parking was only in relation to using those 26 spaces by the office buildings.  We are withdrawing that portion of our presentation.  So this will all be self parking on 34 spaces.  
 
 
Mr. Chewcaskie – I am not going to say that it would preclude them, they would enter into a lease agreement at their terms.
 
Mr. Arakelian - If you do come back for the office building please let us know what is inside and outside.  The seating will not exceed 148, whether it is inside or outside.  
 
Mr. Costa – Have you been at the site?
 
Mr. Costa , You have to clean it up, certainly the interior, it hasn’t been utilized in a while.  I was speaking to Alan the other day.  If there are any issues on site.  We may have to re-stripe.
 
Mr. Arakelian – Is this building subject to our streetscape requirements?
 
Mr. Arakelian – I think it is the food handler’s license we know what the variance was it is not going to exceed 148 seats where the variance is granted in order to accommodate the parking it is reasonable to make it subject to the paving, striping, sidewalks, landscaping that is reasonably required by the engineer, we can’t have it repaved.  Those are reasonable conditions.
 
Mr. Costa – I haven’t seen the inside of the buildings.  The dumpster was there.  
Mr. Hagas – My past experience with this building the outside area regarding the parking and the outside seating is actually a smoking area.  One of the issues we had when I was on the police department was noise.  There is an apartment complex in Hackensack.  We would get phone calls in River Edge from the complex.
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
 
No one stepped forward
 
CLOSE TO THE PUBLIC
 
Mr. Gewirtz - I motion to approve the food handlers license for Peja Corporation as stipulated with the conditions as per our Borough Engineer and the stipulated lease for parking allocation as provided in the previous variance , Mr. Hagas seconds the motion.
 
ROLL CALL
 
Mr. Acquafredda, Mr. Arakelian, Mayor Mignone, Mr. Boland, Dr. Gewirtz, Mr. Grasso, Mr. Hagas & Mr. Caslin – Votes Yes
 
Motion Carries 
 
NEW BUSINESS
 
Mill Creek Residential Trust. 3-5 New Bridge Road. Block 1303 Lot 3 and 4.  
 
Mr. Chewcaskie  - We did not have the opportunity to speak and Mr. Quinn did provide me with various information regarding this proposed area in need of redevelopment.  Unfortunately, I have not seen the report that was generated.  The suggestion that I have is that this matter be carried to a date certain.  The notices that I have reviewed seem to be accurate.  I would suggest that public hearing be put off one month in accordance with the requirements of the redevelopment law.  I would ask that this be carried to a specific date and that notice be provided at least one month out.  Let’s re-notice and do it correctly.  Mr. Caslin I will move that we carry this application, seconded by Mr. Hagas.
 
ROLL CALL
 
Mr. Acquagredda, Mr. Arakelian, Mayor Mignone, Ms. Boland, Dr. Gewittz, Mr. Grasso, Mr. Caslin and Mr. Hagas – Vote Yes.
 
Mayor Mignone  - Wanted to thank the board for changing the meeting nights.
 
(Board speaking amongst themselves)
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 
All say Aye
  
Respectfully submitted by,
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